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No. 13842 


Dublin Cj^stle, 

10^4 August^ 1899. 


Gentlemen, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th ulto,, 
forwarding, for submission to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
the Forty-eighth Report of the Inspectors of Lunatics (Ireland). 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

D. HARREL. 


Tlie Inspectors of Lunatics. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



FORTY-EIGHTH REPORT 

OF THE 

INSPECTORS OF LUNATICS 

OK THE 

DISTRICT, CRIMINAL, 

AKI> 

PRIVATE LUNATIC ASYLUMS 

IN IRELAND. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE HENRY, EARL 
CADOGAN, K;.G., 

LORO LlKUTENANT-aKNBRAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OP IRELAND. 

Lunacy Office, 

Dublin Castle, 2%th July, 1899. 

Mat it please tour Excellenct, 

We have the honour to lay before you the Forty-eighth Annual 
Report on the condition and management of Lunatics and Lunatic 
Asylums throughout Ireland during the year 1898. 

The following Summary shows the number and distribution of 
the insane in Establishments on the 1st January, 1899, Rs 
compared with the number and distribution on 1st January, 


1898 



On 1 st January, 1898. 

On 1st January, 1899. 


Males. 

Fe- 

males. 

Total. 

Males. 

Fe- 

males. 

Total. 

In District Asylums 

7,915 

6,653 

14.598 

8,323 

6.9GC 

•15,289 

„ Central Asylum, Dundrum, 

150 

20 

170 

148 

21 

169 

„ Private Asylums, .... 

325 

366 

69 1 

327 

387 

714 

„ Workhouses, 

1,657 

2,373 

4,030 

1,674 

2,365 

t4,039 

„ Prisons 

1 

2 

3 

2 

- 

2 

Single Chancery Patients in un- 
licensed Houses, . 

49 

49 

98 

48 

43 

91 

Total, . . . 

10,127 

9,463 

19,690 

10,522 

9J82 

20,304 


These numbers, as pointed out in former reports, do not take 
into account two Government patients residing at the Stewart 
Institution, nor are the numbers of the insane residing in private 
dwellings (save Chancery patients) or wandering at large included. 

• One hundred and twenty-nine of these patients were hoarded out in Workhouses Lorn 
Belfast, Londonderiv, and Ennis Asylums, under the provisions of the Act ib a OJ 
Tic., c. G7. 8. 9. ■ 

t Not including 129 patients, as above. 
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Forty-eighth Bejjort on District, Criminal, 


Increa5ed 

numbers. 


Transfers from 
Workhouse* to 
Asylums. 


Thia summary shows an increase of 691 in the numbers under 
care in the Jlistrict Asylums ; of 23 in Private Licensed Houses 
and Institutions for the insane ; and of 9 in Workhouses; while 
the inmates of the Criminal Asylum have decreased by 1 ; a 
decrease of 1 is shown in the number of lunatics remaining in 
Prisons awaiting transfer to Asylums ; and the single Chancery 
patients also show a decrease of 7. 

The total increase for the year — 714— was larger than that 
for 1897 — 624 — and exceeded the average increase for the previous 
ten years, viz., 444. 

Table I., giving the number and distribution of all lunatics 
under care on the 31st December of each year from 1880 to 
1898, shows that in this interval of time an increase of 7,322 
lias taken place in the total number; the inmates of Dis- 
trict Asylums have increased by 6,622 ; the criminal lunatics 
at Dundrum have decreased by 8 ; the patients in Private 
Asylums and Institutions have increased by 92 ; and the pauper 
lunatics in Workhouses by 526. As stated in previous Reports, 
these numbers point tc< the fact that the main increase has been 
in the population of District Asylums. Thus, in 1880, the ratio 
of the insane in District Asylums to the total number under care 
was 67 per cent., and in Workhouses 27 per cent. In 1898 the 
ratio in asylums liad risen to 75 per cent., while in Workhouses 
it had fallen to 20 per cent. 

The following table shows the progressive ratios for each 
cpiinquennial period since 1880 : — 


Teak. 

Proportion per cent, of total number under care. 

In District 
Asylums. 

In Workbouses. 

In Private 
Asylums, Ac. 

1880, .... 

67 

27 

6 

1885, .... 

69 

25 

6 

1890 

71 

24 

5 

1895, . , , . 

73 

22 

5 

1898 

75 

20 

5 


So far as any conclusions can be drawn from the admissions 
to District ^ylums. Table III. (Appendix A) shows that the 
total admissions have increased by 184 during the year, and that 
this increase has taken place both in the first admissions and the 
re-admissions — the increase in the former being 125, and in the 
latter 59, as compared with the ju'evious year. The increase is, 
however, to some extent accounted for by the large number of 
transfers from Woi’khouses, and of these transfers the great 
majority of those showjionthe Asylum books as fir.st admissions 
have been for many years resident in the lunatic wards of the 
Workhouses. 

Although, as just stated, the numbez’s transferred from Work- 
houses to the Asylums during the year have increased, it may be 
remarked that the numbei’s remaining in the former institutions 
show no corresponding diminution. 
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and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 3 

As explained in last year’s Keport, no provision exists in 
Ireland by which any returns can be obtained of pauper lunatics 
wandering at large, or residing with relatives, except through 
the decennial Census. 

It is, however, probable that the latter classes, which furnish a 
large proportion of the first admissions to Asylums and Work- 
houses, are decreasing from year to year. The absolute figures 
cannot, however, be obtained until after the next Census. 

The following return of the numbers transferred from Work- 
houses to Asylums from 1890 to 1898 shows that almost 15 per- 
cent. of the admissions during that period came from the former 
institutions. 


Table showing the admissions to District Asylums during each of the years 
from 1890 to 1898, and of these the numbers admitted and re-admitted 
from Workhouses. 


Tear. 

Total Number 
of 

Admission!. 

Admission! from Workhouses. 

Percentage of 
Workhouse Admis- 
sions to total 
Admissions. 

1st 

Admissions. 

Ee- 

Admissions. 

Total 

1890, . . 

3.095 

306 

90 

396 

12-79 

1891, . . 

3,010 

297 

84 

381 

12-66 

1898, . . . 

3,181 

329 

94 

423 

13-30 

1893, . . . 

3,207 

349 

89 

438 

13-66 

1894, . . . 

3,229 

376 

84 

460 

14-25 

1896, . . . 

3,210 

413 

75 

488 

1517 , 

1896, . . . 

3,329 

459 

89 

543 

16-46 1 

1897, . . . 

3,285 

435 

111 

546 

16-62 ' 

1898, . . . 

3,469 

500 

134 

634 

18-28 

Total. . 

29,021 

3,464 

850 

4.314 

14-87 


The following statement, taken from the General Eeport, Part II. of the 
Census Commi.ssionei'9, shows the number of lunatics and idiots in 
1851, 1861, 1871, 1881,andlS91 at large, in Asylums, in Prisons, and in 
Workhouses, as returned in the Censrrs Forms : — 


YbAR9. 

Lukatics. 

Idiots. 

Totkl 

Lunatios 

and 

Idiots. 

At 

In 

Asylums. 

In 

Prisons, 

In 

Work- 

Tot.l1. 

At 

Largo. 

In 

Asylums. 

In 

Prisons. 

In 

Work- 

hou.sos. 

ToUl. 

1851, , 

1,073 

3.234 

273 

494 

5,074 

3.562 

202 

13 

U29 

4,906 

9,980 

1861. . 

1,602 

4.613 

273 

577 

7,065 

5,675 

403 

21 

934 

7,033 

14,098 

1871, . 

1,343 

7,141 

5 

1,274 

9,763 

5.147 

410 

2 

1,183 

6,742 

16,505 

1881, . 

943 

7,547 

- 

1,?84 

9,774 

4,548 

1,896 

- 

2,196 

8,639 

18.413 

1891, . 

893 

11,263 

- 

2,787 

14,945 

4,077 

996 


1,170 

6,243 

21,188 


B 2 
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Forty-eighth Report on District, Criminal, 


Proportion of 
lunatics to 
general 
population. 


“ From the foregoing it will he observed that the number of lunatics 
returned in 1891 was nearly treble the number in 1851, and that the in- 
crease between 1881 and 1891 was from 9,774 to 14,945, there having 
been an increase of 3,718 in the number of lunatics in asylums, and of 
1,503 in the number of those in workhouses, whilst there was a decrease 
of 50 in the number at large. l''here was a decrease of 2,396 in the number 
of idiots returned in 1891, compared with the number in 1881 ; adecrease 
of 900 appears to have occurred in the number in asylums, a decrease of 
1,025 in the number in w'orkhouses ; and of 471 in the number at large. 

“ The total number of lunatics and idiots returned on the Census 
Forms in 1851, amounted to 9,980; in 1861, to 14,098; in 1871, to 
16,505; in 1881, to 18,413; and in 1891, to 21,188." 

The variations in the relative numbers of lunatics and idiots 
thus returned by the Census Commissioners are, in our opinion, 
due in some measure to a difference in classification, many of 
those now included as lunatics being formerly returned as idiots. 

“ 'The total number of lunatics and idiots returned in 1851 was equal 
to a ratio of 1 in 657 of the population ; in 1861, to 1 in 411 ; in 1871, 
to 1 in 328 ; in 1881, to 1 in 281 ; and on the present occasion, to 1 in 
222, the ratio in the Province of ijeinster being 1 in 202 ; in Munster, 
1 in 197 ; in Ulster, 1 in 264 ; and in Connaught, 1 in 258. Tlie 
counties having the highest ratios v'ere — Meath, 1 in 126 ; Carlow and 
Kilkenny, each 1 in 149 ; Westmeath, 1 in 15'7 ; Waterford, 1 in 160; 
Clare, 1 in 168 ; and King’s, 1 in 173. The following counties had the 
lowest ratios — Down, 1 in 333 ; Antrim, 1 in 310 ; Dublin, 1 in 284 ; 
Mayo, 1 in 282 ; Kerry, 1 in 270; Galway, 1 in 269; Donegal, 1 in 
257 ; and Louth and County of the Town of Drogheda, 1 in 251.” 

The following Return shows the Proportion of Lunatic.? under 
care per 100,000 of the Population estimated to the middle 
of each Year from 1880 to 1898: — 


Ykaus. 

Estimatod 

Fopiilation. 

Niimbrr of 
Limatics 
under care. 

Proportion 
pw 100,000 
of Entitnatcd 
Population. 

1880, . 

5,202,648 

12,982 

250 

1881, . 

5,146,770 

13,326 

259 

1882, . 

5,101,018 

13.704 

269 

1883, . 

5,023,811 

13,981 

278 

1884, . 

4,974,561 

14,178 

285 

1885, . 

4.938,588 

14,307 

290 

1886, • 

4.905,895 

14,590 

297 

1887, . 

4,857,119 

16.147 

312 

1888, . 

4.801,312 

16,561 

324 

1889, . 

4,757,385 

16.026 

337 

1890, . 

4.717,959 

16,251 

344 

1891, . 

4,681,248 

16,688 

356 

1892, . 

4,638,169 

17,124 

369 

1893, . 

4,615,312 

17,276 

374 

1894, . 

4,600.599 

17,655 

384 

1895, . 

4,574,704 

18,357 

401 

1896. . 

4,560,378 

18,906 

416 

1897, . 

4,551,723 

19,590 

430 

1898, . 

4,643,782 

20,304 

4.17 


Noti? The Jigures ill this Table vary ill some instances from those given in former 
wpoi ts, as the ]i<ijnilation is estimated officially for the years between those in which the 
Census is talcen, and is afterwards subject to revision on the result of the Census being 

KUOWil- 
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and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. ,5 

This Table shows that the number of the insane has increased 
from 250 per 100,000 of the population in 1880, to 447 per 
100,000 in 1898. If to this be added the number of the insane 
wandering at large, according to the Census Returns of 1891, the 
number wouhl be found to amount to 556. 

Nothing, in our opinion, points more forcibly to the 
effects of accumulation than the following return ot the age 
distribution of the insane at each census, showing the proportion 
per 1,000 of the different ages of those included in the total 
number of the insane : — 

Proportional Age Distribution of the total Insane at the 
Census Periods, 1871, 1881, and 1891. 


— 

1871 

1881 

1891 

All ages, 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

0-15 years 

72 

52 

36 

15-25 years, 

158 

134 

118 

25-45 years, 

448 

450 

426 

45-65 years, 

258 

285 

334 

65 years and upwards, . 

64 

79 

86 

1 


From this Table it win be seen iiiai, wunc 

15 and 25 years of age have diminished in 1891 as compared 

with 1871, the numbers above 65 years have increased. 

Further we may point out that accumulation in Irish Asylums 
goes on i^iore rapidly than in England, owing to the lower 
death rate — the mortality in English county and county- 
borough Asylums being 9'8 per cent, in 1897 on the daily 
average number resident, whilst in Ireland it was only lb. 

Th^lunatic inmates resident in the various institutions through ■ Source, 
outlreland on31stDecember,1898, were supported from the follow- 
ing sources Of the 15,289 patients resident in District Asylums, 

424 contributed wholly or partly to their support ; the remainder 
were maintained partly out of the Government Grant and 
partly out of the County Cess. The 714 patients in Private 
Licensed Houses and Institutions for the insane were supported 
enti-ely out of private funds; 169 inmates ol Dundrum Asylum 
were maintained at Government expense ; whilst the 4 039 insane 
residents in Workhouses were supported by the Poor Rate. 


District 

Astlumb. 


DISTRICT ASYLUMS. 

Legislative Changes. 

By the passing of the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898 Legislative 
(61 & 62 Vic cap. 37) extensive changes m the adiiuiiistratioii 
and management of District Asylums have been introduced. 

These institutions, which, since the passing ot the Act 1 As 2 Geo. 

IV., cap. 33 (1821), have been managed by Boards ol Governors 
appointed annually by His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant in 
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Astlums. 


Forty -eighth Report on District, Criminal, 

Council, under the 5th section of that Act, will in future he 
managed by Committees appointed by the new County Councils 
created under the former Act. 

Hitherto the appointment of the Resident Medical Superin- 
tendents of these institutions has been vested in the Lord 
lieutenant, whose approval was also necessary to the appointment 
of other “officers” — as distinguished from “ servants” who were 
appointed by the Boards of Governors. In future all appointments 
will, in the first instance, be made by the Asylum Committees 
with a proviso that a Resident Medical Superintendent or 
Assistant Medical Officer shall not be appointed or removed, nor 
shall his salary be fixed or altered without the concurrence of 
Lieutenant — section 8-t of the Local Government Act. 

While our duties and functions, as defined by the 24th section 
of the Act 8 and 9 Vic., cap. 107, remain unchanged, our responsi- 
bility will cease as regards the estimates of the amounts required 
lor the maintenance of the asylums (upon which the certificates 
of the amounts to be levied off the contributory areas have 
based) and which were framed by us in pursuance 
of Orders in Council made under the Act 41 As 42 Vic., cap. 24, 
this Act having been repealed by the Local Government Act. 

^bpbtts on file audit of the accounts of the asylums, which 
have hitherto been addressed to us in pursuance of the 13th 
section of the Act 31 & 32 Vic., cap. 97, will also cease. 

Ihe granting of superannuation allowances, which have 
hitherto required our approval and that of the Lord Lieutenant 
in Council, in pursuance of the Act 53 & 54 Vie., cap. 31, will 
now be vested solely in the local authorities. 

The asylums, which have hitherto been managed undera 
uniform code of rules prescribed by the Lord Lieutenant in 
Council, will in future be governed by a separate code drawn up 
tor each asylum by its Committee, with the proviso that the Rules 
thus trained must receive the approval of His Excellency. 

™P“;tant provision, introduced by the 6th sub-section of 
the 9th section of the Local Government Act, gives the Committee 
power to provide for the accommodation and treatment of 
private patients, who have not sufficient means to enable them to 
be treated in private institutions. 

Provision is made by the 76th section for the accommodation 
ot chronic and harmless lunatics either in separate asylum 
buildings or in disused workhouses. 

The capitation grant in aid of maintenance, which has hitherto 
been made by the Imperial Treasury out of money voted annually 
by I a, 1,111116111 will, under the oSth section of the Act, be paid in 
utuie out of the Local Taxation (Ireland) Account, subject, 

snlTrTl bach County Council ,4all 

satisfy the Lord nieutenaiit that they have fulfilled their duty 
with lespect to accoinmodatioii and buildings, and that their 
lunatic asyliiin is well managed, and in good order and condition, 

4 * *^l'®rein properly maintained and cared for. 

■A “/dditional grant is also provided under the 70th section in 
aid ot the maintenance of the chronic and harmless lunatics 
accommodated in the auxiliary asylums established under that 
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section, but the grant in such cases is limited to a maximum Di.tr.ox 
amount of 2s. a week for each patient. _ ,, , , ,~i — 

Another noteworthy change is the abolition of the 
missioners for general Control and Correspondence, and for the 
superintending and directing the Erection, Establishment and 
Recnilntion of all Asylums for the lunatic poor in Ireland, 
crenerally known <is the Board of Control, which, since its creation 
m 1821, under the .5th section of the Act 1 & 2 George IV., cap. 

33, already referred to, has been responsible for the erection and 
establishment of district asylums. 'L’hese duties have now been 
transferred to the local authorities, on whom will rest the respon- 
sibility for providing sufficient accommodation for the insane poor 
of their respective districts. The plans and contracts for the pur- 
chase of land or buildings, or for the erection, restoration, or enlarge- 
ment of buildings must, however, receive the approval of the Lord 
Lieutenant before being carried into effect, in accordance with the 
9th section (sub-section 4) of the new Local Government Act. 

Although this report only deals with the statistics lor the 
year ending 31st December, 1898, it is right to state that the 
changes which we have outlined above did not come into opera- 
tion until the 16th May of the present year, in pursuance ot an 
Order made by the Local Government Board, m virtue ot the 
powers conferred on them by the Act. 

In Appendix G will be found a Circular issued from the 
Chief Secretary’s Office on the 13th June, which gives vn extenso 
the sections and sub-sections of the Act affecting district asylums, 
together with extracts from Orders issued thereunder. 


Statistics, &c. . 

The new asylum at Antrim was not formally opened during 
the year under review, although in July a few patients were sent 

to reside in the farm buildings. r n,. 

It has not been found possible to open any portion ot the 
permanent asylum at Portrane, although, as stated in previous 
reports, a considerable number of patients have been accommo- 
dated in the temporary buildings erected on the estate. . oo =. . ■ 
The number of District Asylums, therefore, still remains at 2- Stat.auc , 
On the 31st December, 1898, these institutions contained 
15,289 patients (8,323 males and 6,966 females). The numbers 
remaining on the 31st December, 1897, were males, ‘ 1 
females, 6,653 ; total, 14,598 ; showing a total increase ot bJl 

during the year 1898. c „„i. 

Table No. I. (Appendix A) shows the population of each 
District Asylum on the 31st December, 1898, and the numbei 
remaining on 31st December of each year since 1880 

Table' II. (Appendix A) shows the population of each A^y^u'u on 
the 31st December last, as compared with the 31st December 1897, 
and also the average number resident during the year 1898. 

The average number resident in all these institutions during 
1898 amounted to 15,019 (8,182 men and 6,837 women). 

Table III. (Appendix A), shows for each of the 
the admissions, discharges, deaths, and escapes, and t le num 
remaining at the end of the year. 
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Forty-eighth Report on District, Griminal, 


District 
Asylums. ' 

Admisdious. 


Authority for 
admission. 


Admissions. 

The admissions amounted to 3,469 (1,877 men and 1,592 
women). Of these 2,676 (1,455 men and 1,221 women) were 
admitted for the first time ; whilst 793 (422 men and 37l 
women) had previously been under eare. 

The average number of admissions for the eight years, from 
1891 to 1898, was 3,241, as compared with 2,753, the average 
for the period from 1880 to 1890. 

The admissions and re-admi.ssions to District Asylums inlreland 
for each year from 1880 to the present are as follow : — 


Years. 

First 

Admissions. 

Re- 

Admissions. 

Total 

Admitted. 

1880, . . 


1,926 

Ill 

2,366 

1881, . . 


2,011 

158 

2,602 

1882, . . 


2,137 

60S 

2,616 

1883, . . 


2,185 

519 

2,704 

1884, . . 


2,209 

627 

2,736 

1888, . . 


2,210 

610 

2,850 

1886, . . 


2,110 

606 

2,746 

1887, 


2,213 

620 

2,863 

1888, . . 


2,190 

631 

2,821 

1889, . . 


2,329 

627 

2,956 

1890, . . 


2,151 

611 

3,095 

1891, . . 


2,350 

G60 

3,010 

1892, . . 


2,115 

766 

3,181 

1898, . . 


2,168 

719 

8,207 

1894, . . 


2,418 

781 

3,229 

1896, . . 


2,458 

758 

3,216 

189 , 


2,561 

765 

8,329 

1897, . . 


2,551 

731 

3,286 

1898, . . 


2,676 

793 

3,469 


In 15 of the 22 District Asylums there was an increase in the 
number of admissions, as compared with those for 1897, in 3 the 
numbers were the same as last year j and in 4 there was a slight 


decrease. 


Table VIII. (Appendix A), shows the authority for admission 
to District Asylums during the year. Of the total (3,469). 
918 were admitted under the forms prescribed by the Privy 
Council Rules ; 8 were transferred from Dundrum to the Asylums 
of their districts, and 65 were transferred from Gaols by Your 
Excellency’s Order ; while 2,478 were admitted under the pro- 
visions of the Act 30 and 31 Vic., c. 118, s. 10, and the Army 
Act of 1881, as dangerous lunatics. 


Discharges. 


Discharges. 

The number of patients discharged recovei’ed was 1,279 (714 
men and 5G5 women), an increase of 87 over last year. These 
figures show a percentage of 36'9 on the admissions, that for 
the previous year being 36‘3. 
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The numbers removed by friends, or sent to Workhouses 

amounted to 386, being 56 less than the previous year. 

No provision exists in Ireland whereby a lunatic can be trans- 
forred fi om one asylum to another, except under the power which 
is vested in Your Excellency of transferring insane prisoners from 
the Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum to their District Asylums. 

It is, therefore, unnecessary to deal separately with transiors. 


Deaths. 


The number of patients who died during the year was l,10o 
of whom 570 were males and 535 females. The total number ex- 
ceeded by 14 the mortality of last year ; and showed a percent- 
affe of 7 '4 on the average number resident during the year— that 
for the preceding year being 7'6. Five of the deaths were by 
suicide and four resulted from misadventure. 

The percentage of deaths on the daily average f 

in each District Asylum during the years Irom 188J to 
is shown in the following Table : 



Poroentage of Deaths on Daily average Number resident. 

ASYLUMS. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

Al'magb, • 

7-1 

4-8 

60 

9-4 

6-8 

8-2 

7 

4-7 

6-7 

5-3 

Ballinasloe, . 

9-2 

10-6 

7-2 

9-3 

7-5 

7-1 

5-6 

6-9 

6-6 

4-8 

Bellast, 

6-1 

6-9 

4-6 

C-9 

6-4 

6-2 

6-6 

6-3 

5-9 

7-9 

Carlow, . 

7-4 

6-5 

6-2 

6-0 

6-4 

6-3 

6-5 

7-8 

10-1 

6-6 

Oaatlebar, . 

8-6 

11-2 

14-1 

•10-3 

8-5 

9-0 

11-1 

8-4 

4-3 

6-G 

Clonmel, 

7-4 


7-1 

6-0 

6-3 

6-9 

4-1 

3-6 

8-4 

6-2 

Cork, 

7-0 

7-5 

6-5 

6-3 

9-4 

6-5 

8-6 

6-4 

6-9 

7-4 

Downpatrick, . 

6-0 

6-G 

9-5 

6-9 

9-2 

10-4 

5-2 

6-6 

9-1 

9-4 

Ennis, • 

60 

6-2 

5-3 

5-G 

6-3 

8-4 

4-6 

6-6 

7-7 

5'6 

Enniscortby, 

3-G 

7-2 

4-4 

4-6 

6-2 

7-6 

6-3 

4-6 

6-4 

lO-O 

Kilkenny, . 

87 

6-8 

5-5 

7-9 

4-7 

7-6 

6 

4-7 

4-1 

6-8 

Kiliarnoy, . 

10-7 

14-1 

9-4 

13-1 

8-1 

10-9 

9-8 

8-9 

7-9 

9-9 

Letterkenny, 

6-6 

10-6 

11-2 

8-0 

11-4 

9-6 

12-2 

10-3 

11-8 

90 

Limerick, 

6-3 

7 

8-3 

7-2 

8-3 

8-5 

6-g 

5-7 

8-1 


Londonderry, 

4-6 

8-1 

8-7 

6-8 

11-9 

8-1 

6-8 

7-5 

7-2 


Maryborough, 

6-0 

9-3 

4-6 

6-6 

11-8 

8-8 

8 

7-2 

8-2 

6-6 

Monaghan, . 

5-4 

G-8 

8-0 

6-6 

8-5 

6-8 

6-3 

6 

5-8 

7-3 

Mullingar, • 

9-3 

6-3 

8-8 

9-8 

8-7 

8-4 

6 

5-2 

9-9 

6-0 

Omagh, 

6-7 

6-9 

6-4 

9-6 

8-7 

10-6 

13-2 

10-4 

16-2 

ll-I 

iliehmond, . 

8-0 

12-3 

8-7 

12-0 

12-5 

16-5 

71 

7-8 

7-1 

7-8 

Sligo, . < 

7-0 

6-9 

10-2 

11-4 

6-2 

6-7 

4-2 

6-8 

7-0 

6-9 


7-9 

7-2 

6-4 

4-4 

9-1 

6-7 

8-2 

8-5 

7-1 

8-4 

Total, • 

7- 

8-2 

7-C 

8-3 

8-7 

8-a 

7-1 

6-7 

7-6 

7-4 
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AarLUMS. 

Autopsies. 
Causes of 

death. 


Fcyiiy-eighth Report on District, Criminal, 

In 298 cases the cause of death was verified by post-mortem, 
examination, the number of these examinations for the previous 
year being 255. 

lable XII. (Appendix A), shows the causes of death in the 
District Asylums, with the ages at death. These figures show the 
proportion of deaths from consumption, the most fatal disease in 
Irish Asylums, to be 307 per cent. 

I he following Table shows the total number of deaths each 
year fiom 1890 to 1898, and of these the number which resulted 



[ Canae of Death. 



Tear. 

Consumption. 

General 
Paralysis of 
the Insane. 

Epilepsy. 

Other 

Causes. 

Total 

Number of 
Deaths. 

1890, 

255 

26 

56 

600 

936 

1891, 

215 

22 

13 

608 

883 

1892, 

259 

21 

72 

613 

995 

1893, 

306 

27 

52 

691 

1,076 

1894, 

321 

28 

61 

692 

1,108 

1895, 

257 

39 

58 

6T9 

933 

1896, 

255 

31 

59 

678 

926 

1897, 

313 

12 

61 

655 

1.091 

1898, 

339 

11 

49 

676 

1,105 


2,553 

280 

503 

• 5,722 

9,058 


Colt of Daiii 
ttoanca. 


laDie Vll. (Appendix A), gives the percentage of the recoveries 
on the admissions, and of the deaths on the daily average 
number resident in each of the District Asylums during 1898. 

Cost of Maintenance. 

The expenditure incurred in supporting the patients in 
District Asylums during the year 1898 is shown in Table XVIII 
(Appendix A). 

From this Table, it appears that for the maintenance of an 
average number of 15,019 lunatics, a sum of £380,724 Is. id. was 
expended. 

To meet this expenditure, a sum of £216,742 6s. Td. was paid 
out of the County Cess ; £143,652 19s. lOd. was received by way 
of Government Capitation (jrant; and £6,779 12s. 3d was 
fr°rsr “"‘“bnted by the relatives of patients, or out of their own 
■ource,. private property. 

e regret to note that the contributions obtained from relatives 

r’Ain C J sripport showed a decrease of 

£419 6s. lOd. as compared with the preceding year. 

• gi'ant in aid of the cost of maintenance of lunatics 

m District Asylums which, since the financial year 1874-75 has 
been paid by the Imperial Treasury out of moneys voted by 
Parliament will, in future, as already explained, be paid out of 
the Docal Taxation (Ireland) Account, in pursuance of the 58th 
section of the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898. 


Government 

^rant. 
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The amount contributed for each of the years from 1875 to 
1898 during which the Parliamentary Grant has been in operation, — 
is shown in the following Table, together with the amount paid 
out of local rates : — sources and 


Tear. 

Amount of the Contribution towards the 
maintenance of Lunatics 
in the District Asylums of Ireland. 

1 

Daily Average 
dumber Easident. 

From Imperial 
Sources. 

From Local 
Dates. 

Total. 



£ 

£ 

£ 


1875, 


56,948 

140,469 

197,417 

7,692 

1876, 


77,907 

106,615 

184,522 

7,943 

1877, 


80,380 

130,005 

210,386 

8,102 

1878, 


82,054 

* 

* 

8,306 

1879, 


84,810 

103,484 

188,294 

8,423 

1880, 


86,84L 

108,964 

194,805 

8,546 

1881, 


87,250 

122,679 

209,929 

.8,794 

1882, 


89,425 

114,953 

204,378 

9,170 

1883, 


92,867 

122,379 

215,246 

9,496 

188i, 


94,500 

121,221 

215,721 

9,619 

1885, 


98,698 

110,008 

208,706 

9,781 

188G, 


98,609 

93,788 

192,397 

9,998 

1887, 


101,800 

104,326 

206,126 

10,263 

1888, 


103,996 

101,076 

205,072 

10,691 

1889, 


109,118 

121,168 

230,276 

11,019 

1890, 


112,211 

128,358 

235,569 

11,297 

1891, 


111,990 

146,351 

258,341 

11,644 

1892, 


112,050 

148,042 

260,092 

11,968 

1893, 


“ll9,721 

162,838 

272,559 

12,307 

1894, 


129,449 

153,001 

282,450 

12,605 

1896, 


126,266 

164,880 

291,146 

13,082 

1896, 


130,653 

176,685 

807,238 

13,736 

1897, 


137,511 

183,815 

321,326 

14,340 

1898, 

• 

143,653 

216,742 

360,395 

15,019 


• The exact amount for this year cannot bo ascertained. 


Table XIX. (Appendix A) shows the average cost of maintenance Average «s‘. 
per patient in each of the Asylums. From this table it will be seen 
that the average net capitation co.st for all the Asylums during 
the year ending 31st December, 1898, deducting casual receipts 
and the amount received for paying patients from the gross 
expenditure was £24 7s. 5(7 or 9s. 4|d. per head per week. 

This sum is £1 14s. Ilc2. per annum higher than the average 
net cost for the preceding year. 

The maximum rate (at the Maryborough Asylum) was 
£29 13s. 8d., and the minimum (at Ballinasloe Asylum) was 
£20 13s. id. per annum. 
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Foiiy-eighth JRiport on District, Orim.im.al, 


The following are the details of the average annual cost per 
head, calculated on the gross expenditure during the year 1898 
as compared with 1 897 : — 


Heads under which 
the Expenditure is Chissifled. 

Average cost per Patient 
per Annum, calculated on the 
Gross Expenditure. 


Tear 1897. 

Year 189.^. 

Salaries and wages 

£ s. d. 

1 1C 2 

£ s. d. 

4 17 2 

Superannuation, 

0 13 9 

0 14 8 

Provisions and groceries, 

8 11 10 

9 li 9 

Wines and spirits, 

0 3 0 

0 2 9 

Tobacco and snuff 

0 6 3 

0 5 6 

Medicines and surgical appliances, . 

0 18 

0 4 io 

Clothing, . 

2 8 6 

2 8 6 

Bedding, 

0 16 0 

0 16 0 

Furniture, 

0 11 4 

0 15 3 

iFucl 

1 3 10 

1 4 

Light, 

0 10 10 

0 11 4 

Soap and washing materials. 

0 6 0 

0 4 8 

Water supply, 

0 3 8 

0 4 7 

Farm and garden expenses, . 

0 14 11 

0 17 4 

Eepairs and alterations, 

1 4 3 

1 9 6 

Stationery, printing, and advertising. 

0 5 3 

0 6 7 

Insurance, rent, and taxes, . 

0 2 6 

0 2 6 

Incidental expenses (including post- 
age) 

0 8 1 

0 9 3 

Total average cost of patients main- 
tained in workhouses under 38 & 39 
Vic., cap. 67, sec. 9 

18 6 3 

18 4 9 

Total, .... 

23 12 11 

25 7 0 

Deduct average sum per head re- 
ceived as contributiens on behalf 
of paying patients and as casual 
receipts, 

1 0 6 

0 19 7 

Net annual cogt per head to Public 
Funds, 

£22 12 6 

£24 7 6 


[Table. 
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The following Table shows the growth of expencliture on the 
niaintenance ofpauper lunatics in District Asylums since 1890- 

expenditure. 


Tear. 

1 

Total 

Expenditure for 
the year. 

Gross average 
expeniiture per 
patient for the 
year. 


£ s. d. 

£ 8. d. 

1890, 

252,886 12 11 

22 7 8 

1891, 

265,587 3 6 

22 16 2 

1892, 

275,406 14 4 

23 0 8 

1893. 

272,370 16 8 

22 2 8 

1891, 

289.101 0 8 

22 18 9 

1895, 

301,665 3 8 

23 5 9 

1893, 

321.915 12 5 

23 8 9 

1897, 

339,057 17 9 

23 12 11 

1893, 

380.724 1 4 

25 7 0 


This table shows a great increase in the advance “in 

increase in the yearly expenditure per head > the ad^ 
thp former case has been greatly m excess of tliat in the latte , 

thus showincr that the increased total expenditure has not been 

“rt“extent due to more lavish oui^ay in -t^ „ 
treatin|and caring for the insane, but rathei to the increase 

r ed that the foregoing figures only show 
the aZl cost of maintenance as distinguished from the cost of 

'’IZf XXI (Appendix A), shows the total cost of District 
Ashums on the local rates, giving the amount payable ^7 ^ch 

strict to defray the cost of the buildings f ^^^fZ^toHl sum 
maintenance ; and also the estimated poundage of the total sum 
paid on the rateable property m the district. 

Asylum Farms. 

Table XVI. (Appendix A), shows the quantity of larid in con- A'r'"™ 
nection with each Asylum, and how it was utilized during le 

^''Wea?e pleaded to be again able to state that the total area 
of Ld aUached to the District Asylums has mcreas^^^^ 

TmIL X ttb^ghming of 

in Table XX. (Appemlix A), show a substantial piotit. 
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Dmtbict o p. 

Asylums. oUICIDES AND DEATHS FROM MISADVENTURE OR ATTENDED WITH 

— Injltiues IN' District Asylums. 

taai'aStats, deaths from suicide are returned as having occurred in 

District Asylums during the year, and four as being due to mis- 
adventure, making a total of nine deaths from these causes. In 
two other cases, although the deaths were returned as being due 
to natural causes, injuries which had not previously been. detected 
and which might have been contributory thereto were found on 
the bodies after death. In another case the patient died two 
day.s after admission as the result of injuries received prior to 
admission to the asylum. In one case in which an epileptic 
was found dead in bed — having been suffocated in an epileptic 
.seizure diming the night — we deemed it necessary to hold an 
investigation on oath. The following are the particulars in each 
of these thirteen cases ; — 


Suicides. 

Sv^Es. At Ballisasloe Asylum, on the 11th December, M. M,. was 
Ballinasioe. returning from Cliapel through the grounds with a number of 
other patients, when he suddenly broke away from the rest of the 
party, and, although closely followed by two attendants, had 
thrown himself into the River Suck, which bounds the asylum 
esta.te on one side, before he could be overtaken. Every effort was 
made to save tlie drowning man, but without success, and his 
body was not recovered for some hours. This patient, who had 
been in the asylum — for the second time — since the previous 
August, was looked on as quiet and harmless, and had never 
previously shown anj' suicid.al tendency. A Coroner’s inquest 
was held, and the jury found that the patient committed 
suicide by drowning himself They added that the attendants 
ad done all they could to save him, and therefore no blame 
attached to them in the matter. 


Cork. 


At Cork Asylum D. T. was fonud dead, hanging from a window 
wn« single room on the 2nd April. A Coroner’s inquest 

was lie d, the verdict of the jury being that " he died from suffo- 
cation by strangling, the act being committed by himself while 
insane. The patient, who had been admitted to the asylum 
ioi the second time in July, 1894, was recorded on admission as 
suicidal, but had shown no evidence thereof since admission He 
was considered trustworthy and hard-working, and was em- 
ployed as a ward helper. On the date named he was employed 
I'lfV ward, and was last seen about twenty minutes 

>6 (ire his dead body was discovered. One of the attendants saw 
tlie door of a single room open, and on looking in found the body 
lestiiig .igaiust the wall. Life was then extinct. The House 

an inquiry into the circum- 
f ’ fi ' considering that tJiere was no direct neglect as 

sunetf- • 1 * ‘® "’ore of opinion that sufficient 

. per\i.sion had not been exercised over the ward, and that the 
doorof the single rocim should not have been left open. They 
imposed a fine on each of the attendants in chai-'e. 
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At Letterkenny AsTLtTM, on the night of the 28th Augiist 
H R a noisy and troublesome female patient, admitted to tlie _ 
Isylum in A^il. 1897, was found dead in a single room, with a • 

strip torn from her shawl, which she had secreted under her (Ca.= N.. .) 
mattress, round her neck. The patient was looked on as smcidal. 
hut no "caution” card had been issued in her case, although 
exactly a year before she had made an attempt to strangle herselt 
with her sheet. On the day before her death, which was a Sunday 
as the nurses of the ward were out on leave, the patient was put 
to bed by an attendent who had only been a short time in the 
Asylum, and knew nothing about the habits of the patient. She 
was visited by the matron after being put to bed, and by the 
nitrht nurses every two hours. A Coroner s inquest was held, the 
verdict of the jury being “ Found dead.” 

At the same Asylum, on the September. ISh G. [creNo”'?!) 

patient admitted for the second time in October 189/ escaped 
from the recreation grounds, where he was with about 209 oth^ 
inmates and nine attendants. He was not een 

till supper-hour, but before that time his dead body had been 
found hanging from the bough oi a tree which piojectcd oye 
the public road, about seven miles from the Asylum. The 
CoroLr personally investigated the case, but did not consider 
it necessary to hold an inquest. As the re.sult of an inquiiy on 
oath held by us into these two unfortunate . 

hound to call attention to the necessity for 
vision of suicidal cases in the asylum ; and to the 
observation dormitories for the constant supervision c^ 

during the night, and of a special sitting-room where they would, 

S the day be under thecare of special attendants who should 
be inftructed never on any pretext to lo.se sight of ch^rg ^ 

These suggestions have since been carried out In Jir 
it was impossible to hold the nurse who mL to bo 

responsible for her neglect in allowing f'^idos of clothii^g to bo 
brought into the room, as she had only been a few mont s in the 
Asylum, and was ignorant of the patient s habits. In the second 
fase th^ charge attendant was absent from Ins post to which 
fact we deemed it necessary to call the attention of the Goveino . 

At MonA-UHAN Asylum, on the 18th August, a female patient Monaghan. 
(C M'C), admitted in June, 189G, was found dead, bangm.g by a 
ttring used as a boot lace, which she had tiedto thehandle of abi uslq 
the brush being placed across the partitions of a watei closet. _ On 
that morning the patients belonging to the deceased s ward ninety 
in number, lere brought in from the airing-court, so as to al ow 
the nurses to go to dinner. Two nurses were absent, t''vo 
went to dinner, leaving only two in charge oi ninety P-’-t'^'Js of 

whom thirteen were suicidal and twenty-two ejiileptic, and«*^''« ® 

excited and troublesome. Further, these patients 

day-rooms, into which they pa.ssed from *o *uring-coui without 

any classification, nor was there any attempt to count ^ ^m oi to 

ascertain how the patients were divided between 

and each of the nurses denied tlia the patient 

her day-room, Nurse T. found the door of one of the closets 
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bolted, and when it was opened the patient’s body was found 
suspended by a piece of string, as above described. Tlie nui-se 
cut down the body and sent for the Medical Officer, but life 
had been for some time extinct. For some reason, not explained, 
the nurse at once burned the cord. We held an inquiry on oath 
into the circumstances of the case, and, in our report on the evi- 
dence we wei'e obliged to animadvert on the unsatisfactor}’ 
arrangements for the care of patients requiring special supervision 
in the Asylum. Unfortunately, under these circumstances, it was 
impossible to fix blame on anyone, though the conduct of the 
nurse in burning the cord was suspicious. A Coroner’s inquest 
was held in the case, and the jury returned a verdict of suicide 
whilst insane, adding a rider that no blame attached to anyone. 

With a view to prevent the recurrence of such accidents, 
which have unfortunately been frequent in this Asylum, we 
impressed on the Governors, amongst other things, the necessity 
of (1) affording additional accommodation, so as to do away with 
the great overcrowding which exists at present ; (2) providing 
suitable wards for the care of suicidal patients, whose dangerous 
habits should be fully brought under the notice of the staff in 
charge ; and (3) increasing the number of attendants in the 
wards devoted to the care of acute and dangerous patients. 


Deaths FHOir Misadventure. 

At Ballinasloe Asylum, on the 1 1th December, a male patient 
(P. 0.), aet. 87, received a kick from another old inmate. P. 0., 
who was a noisy, fussy, and mischievous old man, had only been 
admitted — for the second time — a few days before from the 
Workhouse. He was very troublesome : alway^s annoying those 
about him. For this reason he was sent to the ward occupied 
principally by hedridden patients. Whenthe attendant was absent 
from the day-room on the date named, P, 0. tried to pull an 
irritable epileptic, from his seat. The latter threw P. 0. down, and 
afterwards kicked him. A convalescent patient who was in the 
room summoned the attendant, who found blood issuing from the 
patient’s urethra. He at once sent for the Assistant Medical 
Officer, when it was found that extensive laceration of the urethra 
had occurred, from which the patient succumbed on the 17th 
December. A Coroner’s inquest was held in the case — the verdict 
of the jury being that de.ath resulted from the wound in the scrotum 
and perinmum, but they exonerated the attendant from all blame 
in the matter.^ W e held an inquiry on oath into the circumstances 
attending^ this accident, and we expressed the opinion that, 
although it was unfortunate that the fatal attack should have 
occurred when the attendant was absent from the day-room, 
having regard to the fact that the routine order and arrangements 
of the institution were interfered with, owdngto the overcrowding 
and the building operations in progress, we did not think that 
the asylum officials could be held responsible for the 
misadventure. 
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At Castlebar an investigation was held on oath into the oir- Distkict 
ciimstances attending the deatli of M. F., admitted on the 29th 
January, 1890. According to the medical evidence, the patient CMtleb»r. 
Buffered from profound dementia, and had acquired very degraded 
habits. He would eat or drink anything that he saw, and had 
lost the power of discriminating between good and bad as regards 
the cravings of his appetite. This patient had been in the in- 
firmary ward for some time, on account of a trivial injury. On 
the 20th June he was ordered back to his own Avard, as being 
convalescent. This ward was on the first floor at the top of the 
stairs leading from the hospital. He was brought up by an 
attendant and handed over to the charge attendant. The charge 
attendant stated that when he received the patient he looked 
“ washy,” and had a slight hiccough. Soon after he fainted, and 
rapidly becoming worse, he finally vomited, when it was evident 
that his condition was due to poisoning from some preparation of 
carbolic acid, such as the disinfectant in use in the asylum. The 
patient died next morning, and a Coroner’s inquest was held — 
the verdict of the jury being that he died from collapse — the 
result of swallowing a quantity of disinfecting fluid, but the 3 Midded 
that there was no evidence to show how the deceased procured 
the fluid which caused his death. It was, however, quite evident 
to us that he had obtained the disinfectant in the sanitary block 
down stairs — either from the medicine press — which had been 
left open — or from the bucket in which some of the fluid had 
been carelessly left. It would appear from the evidence that the 
hospital charge attendant had allowed one of the patients to have 
charge of the can of disinfectant, and to use it for disinfecting 
the closet. We felt it incumbent on us to call the Governors’ 
attention to the attendant’s grave dereliction of duty in allowing a 
patient to have charge of such a dangerous poison, and to under- 
take his work. We further repeated certain suggestions previously 
made by us for the better enforcement of discipline amongst the 
male staff. 

At Enniscouthv Asa'I.um a special inquiry was held concerning Enaiscorthy. 
the circumstances attending the death of J. D., which resulted 
from a blow inflicted by another patient in one of the dorraitorie.s, ' 
on the morning of the 8th December. A Coroner’s inquest was 
held, and the jury returned a verdict that the patient was killed 
in the asylum — the cause of death being injurj' to tlie skull — but 
that there was no evidence to show who committed the deed. 

They added a rider to the effect that the use of the bucket (here- 
after referred to) .should be discontinued. It would appear that 
the deceased, who had been in the asylum since 1891, avIv n he 
Avas admitted for tlie second time, was a harmless dement, who 
slept in a dormitory Avith eight others, all dements and imfiecile.s 
of the lowest type. The CAudence of the niglit attendant Avas, that 
on the morning of the 8th December, Avhen he visited the dormi- 
tory at 6 o’clock, he found J. D. lying on his side, Avith a 
Avound on his forehead, while another patient had a cut on his 
head, and blood Avas smeared on the wall. J. D. was then dead. 

There Avas nothing to shoAV by Avhom these assaults had been made. 
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as the other patients were all in their beds and were too demented 
to be able to throw any light on the matter, with the exception 
of an imbecile mute (P. C.), and another imbecile (P. S.), but these 
two patients were able to afford very little satisfactory infor- 
mation. 

There were, however, only two of the patients on whom 
suspicion could rest, viz. : — J. H. and J. S., who alone were 
physically able to lift the stable bucket with which the blow must 
have been struck, as it was the only movable article, except the 
bedsteads, in the room. Reviewing the circumstances of the ease, 
we pointed out that the evidence seemed to fix on the latter of 
these two patients (J. S.) as having committed the fatal assault, 
as he was proved to have had marks of blood on his leg, which he 
could only ha\-e got by contact with the deceased. He was 
identified as the assailant by the other twm more intelligent 
patients, and further, the other patient who was ph^'sically able 
to lift the bucket had himself got a blow on the forehead — which 
could not have be.m self-inflicted. We were obliged to call 
attention to the objectionable practice of using buckets in lieu of 
chamber utensils in dormitories occupied by the insane ; to the 
fact that the tell-tale clock used to record the watchfulness of the 
night attendant, had been out of order for some time ; and to the 
importance cf appointing a trained head attendant, whose whole 
time should be spent in superintending the due performance of the 
duties of the male staff. At pi'esent, extensive building works 
for the impi’ovenient of the asylum are being carried out, which 
have disturbed the routine working of the institution for some 
time past, so that the difficulties of management have been gfreatl y 
increased. ® 

At Killarnev Asylum, T. D., a patient, who had been in the 
Asylum since 1892, was missed from his jilace at .supper on the 
evening of the 20th October. A careful search was made, but 
no trace of him could be found. The engine driver of a ti'ain, 
howevei, found the patients cap on the lifeguard of Ills enuinc, 
and, when search was made, his dead body was discovered oi° the 
railway line, not far from the A.sylum, with his skull smashed and 
his brains scattered about. Whether this death was the result of 
suicide or accident it is difficult to say, but it has been recorded as 
the latter. A Coroner’s inquest w.is held, and the jury ibund that 
death resulted from laceration of the brain, the result of being 
accidentally run over by the train. They concurred with the 
t oroner in ex])ressiiig the opinion that no blame could be attached 
to )ody, and that the asylum officiala olid everything they 
could to hnd the patient, but unfortunately failed to do sa 

Injuries discovered after Heath. 

^-■''-'■'Tf’JiKBNNY Asylum we held an inquiry on oath on the 
2dnJ J une into the circumstances atteniliiig the death of E. W., 
a female patient, who died on the 14th of that month. After 
death her right arm was found to he fractured, and extensive 
injuries to the shoulder-joint were ajiparent. A Coroner’s inquest 
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■was held, and the jury fomi'l that the patient’s death was caused Desthiot 

by weak action of the heart, and that it may have been acceler- s^ms, 

ated by the breaking of her right arm, but they had no evidence 
to show how her arm was broken. E. W. was admitted to the 
Asylum on the 21.st December, 1879, suffering from chronic mania.. 

Her physical health was frail, and for more than a year she had 
been confined to bed in the hospital crippled with rheumatism. 

She seldom spoke, and made no complaints. On the morning 
of the 14ith J une one of the nurses called the attention of the 
Assistant MedicExl Officer to the condition of the patient s 
shoulder, and stated that .she had fallen out of bed. The Medical 
Superintendent afterwards received a statement from another 
patient that the injuries were inflicted by two of the nurses and a 
patient who helped in the division. On reviewing the evidence, 
we expressed our opinion thrit, although this statement could not 
be altogether relied on, it was evident that such extensive injuries 
could not have been sustained by a fall, and th st the deceased 
patient must have received rough, and even brutal treatment at 
the hands of some pei'son or persons. It would appear from the 
evidence of one of the p;iti(;uts in bed in the infirmsrrv tlnit the 
injuries were inflicted on E. \V. when being taken out of bed to 
the commode in the morning by the patient ■who helped in the 
ward, the nurses being at the time absent. In our report to 
the Governors we pointed t)ut the inaEivisability of permitting 
patients, as a gener'id rule, even to a.ssist in the nursing of theii 
fellow-patieiEts, and also the importance of having even single 
baths superintended by a charge nurse. We further impressed 
on them the necessity of aiipointing persons of humane and gentle 
feeling as attendants on the insane. 

At the Kichmonu Asylum, on the 18th May, we held an RichEnonii. 
inquiry on oath into the circumstances attending the death of 
M S., a female patient. M. S. was an inmate of the Asybim from 
the nth April to the 4th May, when she died. A Coroners 
inquest was held, and the jury returned a verdict of death from 
natural causes, \ iz. : — disease of the brain, unconnected with 
injuries to the boues found after deatli. She was, however, known 
to have sustained a li-Eicture of the left collar-bone oa the niglit 
of the 23rd April, and at the post-mm'tam exaniination, besides 
this injury, and the lesion of the brain, four ribs (three on^the 
left and one on the right side) were found to be fE^actured. The 
evidence of the husband of the deceased .showed that latterly 
when at home, she had lECCome unnmmigeable, and, for the two 
days previous to hei' transfer to the Asylum, Imd rOEpiired constEint 
care to prevent her injuring herself, and that about ten weeks 
previously, when going down stairs, she fell on a can eeI milk 
which she was carrying. After her admission to the Asylum her 
case was marked by extreme restle.ssness aiEd helplessness Her 
chest was carefully examined, but no injury to the ribs was 
detected. She was kept under constant supervision, but, notwith- 
standing this care, she is stated to have hail two falls one on the 
Kith April, when she fell a.gainst the bedstead.af ter which her chest 
was examined, but only two small bruises were found, (.'ii the 
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24th April the nurse, when changing the patient’s clothes, noticed 
a black mark on her shoulder, and the Medical Officer, who was 
at once sent for, on examination detected a fracture of the left 
collar-bone. The night nurse admitted she had seen the patient 
roll out of bed the night before, but that as the patient was 
wrapped in blankets she did not believe that any injury could 
have resulted. The Resident Medical Superintendent, in his 
evidence, stated that he believed the fractures of thejibs occurred 
before the patient was admitted, and he gave the following reasons 
why they wei'e not detected during life : — 

(I.) There was no displacement of the bones, while their 
fractured ends had become I'ounded ; 

(2.) The ribs were held firmly in their place by old disease 
of the lungs. 

(3.) They were covered by a thick layer of fat overlying 
the muscles, and by the enlarged breasts directly 
over the seat of fracture. 

In our review of the evidence we concurred with these con- 
clusions. and, although it was unfortunate that the injuries 
were not detected on admission, we felt bound to recognise the 
difficulties indicated by the Medical Superintendent in discovering 
them, and also to testify to the efforts made to afford this helpless 
patient every care and due supervision whilst in the Asylum. 


Death from Injuries sustained prior to Admission. 

At the same Asylum T. 0. was admitted on the 9th June, from 
the Baltinglass Union Workhouse. He was then in a very weak 
conditition, suffering from serious bodily injuries. It was found 
impo.ssible to make a thorough examination of his chest, but 
fractures of the ribs were detected.aud there wmrenumerous bruises 
on his body. The patient died on the 11th June, from septiciemia. 
The Medical Superintendent stated that at the post-mortem ex- 
amination which he made he found fracture of the first rib on the 
right side, and separation of the fourth right costal cartilage. 
The second, third, fourth, and eighth left ribs were also broken. 
These injuries, in his opinion, had been some time inflicted. There 
was also extensive dise;ise of the lung. The evidence of the 
Medical Officer of the Baltinglass Union at the Coroner's inquest 
which was held, was that the deceased was admitted to the 
W orkhouse on the 19th May. He was then insane and very weak, 
but he had no mar-ks, or evidence of broken ribs. He is s.aid to 
have fallen off a cart bofoi'e admission, and, when in the Work- 
house, he tried to strangle himself, and also to get through a 
window. ^ Idle latter resulted in a stiuggle with the attendant, and, 
in the opinion of the Medical Officer, the bruises were the result 
of this struggle. The Coroner’s jury returned a verdict that de.ath 
was due to septicaemia caused by the fractured ribs, one of 
which had penetrated the pleura and set up the septicminia, but 
how aud when the fractures were caused they had not before theip 
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sufficient evidence to show. They, however, called attention to the District 
defective system of nursing and oaring for the insane generally 
in the Baltinglass Union ; and to the failure to provide for the 
special treatment of the patient in this unfortunate case. 

Death in an Epileptic Seizure during the Night. 

At Sligo Asylum an investigation on oath was held by us 
on the 26th April into the circumstances attending the death of epileptic 
J. C., an epileptic, who was found dead in bed on the morning of 
the 14th April. As the death was certified as due to epilepsy, si'e"- 
the Coroner, on consideration of all the facts of the case, did not 
deem it necessary to hold an inquest. The evidence taken by us 
showed that J. C., admitted on the 14th July, 1,S79, was a help- 
less and harmless epileptic, sufiering from frequent fits. No 
history could, however, be obtained in this case, as we were 
informed that the Case Books did not go back so far. J. C. was 
put to bed in his usual condition on the evening of the 13th April, 
and, according to the evidence of the night attendant, the donni- 
toiy in which he slept was visited nine or ten times during the 
night, but there was nothing special remarked in his ca'e.When 
the dormitory was visited at 5.20 a.m. he was supposed to be 
sleeping quietly, but at 6 o’clock, when the night attendant went 
to get the patients up, J. C. was found to be dead. This attendant 
appears to have continued his rounds, and it was not until the day 
attendant appe,ared that the importance of summoning medical aid 
was recognised. In reviewing the evidence of this case, we felt 
hound to call attention to certain irregularities which appeared to 
us to exist in the care of patients in this A.sylum, viz. : — ■ 

(1.) The deceased, although an epileptic, was not visited by 
any of the medical staff on the evening before his 
death. 

(2.) The night attendant appears to have received no instruc- 
tions as to the danger of epileptics turning on their 
faces. 

(3.) The delay on the part of the night attendant in sum- 
moning medical aid. 

At this Asylum extensive building works are in progress, -which 
for some time past have disorganised the whole management of 
the institution, but we suggested that, when these works are com- 
pleted, the following safeguards sliould be introduced, in accord- 
ance with the modern system of treating the insane : — 

1st. — The collecting of all epileptics and eases requiring 
special care in one dormitory, where they would be 
under the charge of an n.ttendant, whose duty would 
be to keep them under constant supervision. 

2nd. — The institution of some system of recording the 
watchfulness of the night staff, and the laying down 
of proper regulations for their guidance. 
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Insanitaby Conditions and Outbreaks of Zymotic 
Disease. 

Whilst the sanitaiy condition of the District Asylum.s generally 
may be described as satisfactory, and shows a continued improve- 
ment, we have in notice outbreaks of typhoid fever and other 
zymotic diseases in certain of these institutions. 

The following are the particulars of insanitary conditions 
aft'ecting individual asylums : — 

The Ballinasloe Asylum continues to be very overcrowded, 
and, doubtless, mainly from this cause, its sanitary condition 
during the year has not been satisfactory. Seventeen cases of 
ty]ihoid fever occurred (three of which proved fatal), and ten of 
febricula or simple fever, which is now recognised as often being 
a mild or disguised form of typhoid. There were eleven cases of 
dysentery*, or dysenteric diarrhoea ; four of influenza ; one of 
scarlatina; and one of erysipelas. We suggested to the Governors 
that the unhealthiness might in some degree be due to the old and 
defective flooring of the lower con'idors, with consequent contami- 
nation of the ground beneath the floors with filth and disease 
germs. 

At Belfast Asylum three patients were attacked with facial 
erysipelas, while tw'O patients and two female attendants suffered 
from typhoid lever, which in the case of both the attendants 
proved fatal. 

At Carlow Asylum an outbreak of influenza, which attacked 
eleven patients (four men and seven women), was reported in the 
beginning of the year. 

At Clonmel Asylum three cases (not fatal) of typhoid fever 
oceurred, while one male who was admitted suffering from the 
same disease died. 

At Cork Asylum there were two fatal cases of typhoid fever 
and two of dysentery, out of twelve patients attacked with these 
zymotic diseases. An outbreak of autumnal diarrhoea in the city 
of Cork extended to the asylum, and attacked several patients. 
Epidemics of typhoid fever are frequent in the city, and cases 
of that disease may therefore be expected to occur from time 
to time in the a.sylum, which is within the city boundaries. 
There wore also two cases of erysipelas und one of febricula 
amongst the patients, whilst amongst the attendants there was 
one case of measles and one of scarlatina — all of which recovered. 
Sixteen cases of influenza occurred dui'iug the year. 

In Downpatrick Asylum four cases of dysentery, one of 
which proved fatal, and five cases of erysipelas were reported. 
There was also one'case of varicella. As a result of less crowding 
and improved sanitary conditions, we trust that the outbreaks of 
dysentery, formerly so usual in this Asylum, will become less 
frequent and in time cease to occur. 
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At Ennis Asylum an outbreak of influenza occurred in 

the beginning of the year, attacking twenty-two patients and ten 

of the staff, while three cases of erysipelas and three of typhoid Eanis. 
fever (none of which proved fatal) were reported from the same 
asylum. 

Influenza was pi-evalent in the Enniscouthy Asylum tluring Enniscorthy. 
the first nine months of the yea?'. Of the eighty patients 
attacked no less than twenty- two fseventeen men and five women, 
mostly old or debilitated patients) succumbed to this very insi- 
dious disease. Two male and one female attendants were also 
attacked. 

At Killarney Asylum one male patient was attacked by KiUamcy. 
typhoid fever, which, however, did not spread. 

Thesanitary conditionof the Letterkenny Asylum continued to Letterkenny. 
be unsatisfactory. Eight cases of typhoid fever occurred amongst 
the patients, two of whom succumbed to the disease. There were 
seven cases of erysipelas, two of which also proved fatal, ihii ty- 
one patients and fourteen of the staff, including the two medical 
officers, were attacked with diphtheritic sore thi'oat. Xhis makes 
a heavy years record for a small asylum.^ The origin of the 
diphtheritic epidemic was carefully investigated by the asylum 
medical officers, and they considered that it was attributable to 
an infected milk supply. In support of this opinion it was 
remarked that no fresh cases occurred after the date on which 
the milk supplied to the asylum was carefully boiled. A new 
outfall drain which has been made, securing the free and rapid 
discharge of the asylum sewage, will remove a possible cause of 
iinhealthiness among the patients. Having regard to the Ire- 
quent outbreaks of zymotic disease in this institution, it would 
be most desirable that the Committee should provide an isolation 
hospital. 

At Limerick Asylum two cases of tyj)hoid fever, one in a Limenck. 
male and the other in a female patient, occurred towards the end 
of the year. 

At Maryborough Asylum influenza was prevalent during the Marybonmgii. 
spring months, attacking both patients and members of ihe staff, 
viz: — fifty-seven of the former (one of whom succumbed to the 
disease) and twenty-eight of the latter. Three cases of dysentery 
(one of which proved fatal) ; one of erysipelas ; and one of typhoid 
fever also occurred in the institution during the year. ^ Ihe 
lessened prevalence of dysentery in this Asylum may be satisfac- 
torily noted. 

The only case of zymotic disease wbicb occurred _ during the Mullingar, 
year at Mullingar Asylum was one of typhoid fever, which 
attacked a male patient who was usually employed on the farm, 
and who was addicted to eating filth whenever begot an oppoi- 
tunity of doing so. It may be presumed that in this way he 
contracted the disease, which proved rapidly fatal. In the eaily 
part of, the year there was an outbreak of influenza, wnicli 
attacked eighty-two patients and twenty-six of the staff, all ot 
whom recovered. 
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111 our last Report we called attention to the unsatisfactory 
condition, as regards its sanitation, of the Omagh Asylum, and we 
stated that an exhaastive report on the drainage and water supply 
of the institution, as well as the efficiency from a sanitary point 
of view, of the plans in progress for the extension and improvement 
of the A.S 3 dum, had been made by Mr, Kaye Parry. The various 
recommendations contained in his report were, asfaras practicable, 
adopted, and Mr. Parry, after a second inspection in October last, 
furnished a report on what had been done in the twelve months 
which had elasped since his previous visit, and held out the hope 
that the completed works and those still in progress would be 
sufficient and satisfactory. 'fhe only zymotic disease which 
occurred during the year was eiysipelas, which attacked eight 
patients on the female side, and caused two deaths. One of the 
male attendants suffered from the. same disease. The death-rate, 
especially on the female side, was excessive, so that unremitting 
efforts^ should be made to hasten the provision of full accom- 
modation for the patients, and to trace out every cause of 
unhealthiness in the institution. 

At the Richmond Asylum, although the general death-rate was 
low, the number of cases of zymotic disease which occurred during 
the year was large. There were seventy-three freshly occurring 
cases of pulmonary consumption reported, and fifty-seven deaths 
resulted during the year from this disease, which, in accordance 
with modern views, the Resident Medical Superintendent classes 
with other zymotic disea.se.s. 

Twenty-three patients were attacked with dysentery, which 
proved fatal in five cases. There were eight cases of enteric fever, 
and two deaths are recorded as having resulted from this disease. 
Three cases of diphtheria ; one of erysipelas ; and one of scarlatina 
occurred amongst the patients, and a member of the male staff was 
also attacked with scarlatina. Twelve cases of beri-beri occurred, 
all amongst the female patients, and four deaths from this disease 

all on the female side— wore returned during the year. The 
cases of beri-beri were mild in character, and the patients who 
were attacked with this disease, which is apt to recrudesce in 
the same patients, were most carefully watched and treated by 
the medical staff. 

In addition to tne above there were five oases of influenza. 

Although this may seem a serious return of infectious disease 
from a single institution, it must be borne in mind that there is 
an immense population in the Asylum — almost as large as that 
of a moderate sized town — and that the patients in the Asylum are 
largely drawn from a city where zymotic diseases are frequently 
epidemic. 

In this connection we may mention that the Resident Medical 
oupeiintendent has made valuable suggestions to his Committee 
as to the best way of extending the infirmary accommodation — a 
woik winch lias become so necessary. 

Cases of "continued" or typhoid fever have again been 
pievalent in the Sugo Asylum — numbering thirteen in all — five 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 


25 


of which proved fatal during the year. Two cases of hospital 

throat also occurred. Having regard to the defective and 

antiquated sanitary accommodation of this Asylum, it is not 
surprising that cases of zymotic disease have been so frequent in 
the past. A contract was taken during the year for modern 
sanitary appliances, in connection with the enlargement a,nd 
alteration of the Asylum, and it is to be hoped that their introduction 
will lead to a gejieral improvement in the health statistics of the 
institution. 

At Waterford Asylum a sharp outbreak of influenza occurred in Waterford. 
March, attacking thirty-four patients and six of the staff, and in 
August there were three cases tvphoid fever, two of which 
terminated fatally. The latter resiilted from the opening up ot 
old drains during the progJ*ess of the structural alterations. In 
December a sporadic case of erysipelas occurred. 

At Armagh, Castlebar, Kilkenny, _ Londonderry, and 
Monaghan Asylums no cases of zymotic disease occurred during 
the year. 


Accommodation. 

In pursuance of the provisions of the Local Government Accommodi - 
(Ireland) Act, 1898, the duties which devolved on the Board of "»“• 
Control under the statutes previomsly in force in respect of 
Lunatic Asylum buildings and accommodation, were, on the 
ICth of May last, transferred to Committees appointed by the 
respective County Councils for the mauaiicment of the District 
Asylums ; and, under these circumstances it is desirable to 
give a brief outline ot the works for the improvement of 
District Lunatic Asylums which have been carried out since 
1886 up to the date of the transfer above referred to. 

In the year 1870 there were in existence twenty-two District 
Asylums for the detention and treatment of the insane poor, in 
which 6,655 patients and the necessary attendants and execu- 
tive staff were resident. 

The Jiuraber of patients increased raipdly as shown in the 
following table ; — 


YEAR. 

No. of Patients of both Sexes 
remaining on 3Ist December. 

1870. 




6,655 

1880, 




8,667 

isyo, 




11,488 

1898, 




15,289 
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Forty-eighth Feport on District, Criminal, 

Up to 1886 very little had been done to provide the additional 
accommodation wliich was then required. The general im- 
pression appears to have been that the increase in the number 
of patients would not be pernuinent, and there was, under the 
circumstances, great unwillingness to undertake such expensive 
works as the enlargement of asylums. It must be borne in mind 
that any considerable increase in the number of patients in an 
asylum necessitates the provision not only of the increased 
accommodation required for their use, but also of quarters for the 
attendants, nurses, and executive staff, and the proportionate ex- 
tension of the various executive offices and appliances required 
for the proper working and management of the enlarged institu- 
tion. 

As stated in our 46th report, the overcrowding, serious in 
1886, became year by year after that date still more acutely in- 
tensified, while concurrently with this, the sanitary condition 
of the asylums was generally so defective — the result to a large 
extent of the overcrowding — that we found it necessary, after our 
appointment in 1890, to bring under the special consideration of 
the various Boards of Governors and the Board of Conti'ol (then 
re-constituted and of which we were members) the condition of 
the instituti(;ns, and to urge the importance of at once providing 
increased and improved accommodation. 

We refer to the getieral condition of the asylums previous to 
1890 as it will, to a great extent, explain tlie urgent necessity for 
the large additions and improvements which have since then 
been made in nearly all of these institutions, of which the fol- 
lowing is a brief summary. 

Antrim Asylum. — An asylum was designed for this district (County 
Antrim) for the accommodation of 600 patients, and has been in course 
of erection since the latter part of 1894. Executive ollices sufficient 
for that number have been built, but day-room a.nd dormitory 
accommodation for only 400 patients has, up to this, been ])rovided, as it 
is considered that will be sufficient to meet the immediate require- 
ments of the district. 

Xliis asylum has been provided with all modern improvements; it is 
heated and ventilated on the “Plenum” system ; lighted by electricity; 
and provided with sanitary appliances of the most approved type. The 
supply of water is obtained by pumping from a well and is reported to 
be excellent in quality and ample in quantity. A. system of fire 
a{)pliances and water service, perlect in design and ample in power, lias 
been provided. Although many minor details still require to be carried 
out the asylum buildings are practically com[»leted ; a large portion of 
the equijinients has been supplied, and a considerable number of 
patients have been transferred to it from the Belfast Asylum. 

Tlie buildiugs have been erected on the design and under the super- 
vision of Mr. John Jjanyon, of Belfast. 

Armagh Asylum. — The increased accommodation provided, and 
improvements made, at this asylum comprise the following works : — 

A new and completely equipped hospital for 150 recent and acute 
cases, provided with the most approved modern appliances for sanitary 
purposes, heating, ventilation, and lighting; a new Chapel for Koman 
Catholics ; the enlargement of the dining-hall of the main asylum ; the 
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extension of the laundry and the provision of modern machinery, drying 

closet, and disinfecting apparatus ; the enlargement of the kitchen and 

kitchen offices, and the htting of the kitchen with new and improved 
cooking appliances. The drainage and sanitary appliances of the main 
asyhim have been to a considerable extent reconstructed and improved, 
and a new mortuary with a pathological room has been built. All tins 
above works were completed early in 1898, and were carried out on the 
designs and under the supervision of Messrs, J. J. Phillips & Son, Belfast. 

Ballinasloe Asylum. — The following extensive works have been BalUnasloe. 
completed since 1895, or are now in progress : — 

Temporary day-rooms for sixty patients ; a detached auxiliary 
building for the accommodation of 173 patients, with kitchen, dining- 
room, (kc. ; extensive stores and workshops, a portion of which are at 
present used as temporary sleeping apartments for male patients ; and a 
detached hospital for 260 patients, with the most approved modern 
appliances, wliich is rapidly ajjproaching completion. 

Sanitary annexes have been built in connection with the several 
■wards in the main building and are now being fitted with improved 
appliances. The laundry is being enlarged and portions of the drainage 
have been reconstructed. 

It is expected that these works will be completed by the end of the 
present year. . ■ i i. 

They have been designed by Mr. Fuller and are being earned out 
under his supervision assisted by Mr. Kempster, who is resident in 
Ballinasloe. 

Belfast Asylum. — The extensive and beautiful estate of Purdysburn, Belfast, 
containing 295 statute acres, situated about four miles from Belfast, was 
purchased in 1894 as a site for a new asylum for the district, and to 
meet the overcrowded condition of the asyhim in Belfast, the dwelling 
house and offices in the demesne of Purdysburn were fitted up and 
equipped for the accommodation of 130 patients who were transferred 
to it. ... 

Plans for a new asylum, based on designs selected in competition, 
have been prepared by Messrs. Jackson, Ferguson, and Tilley, of Belf^t, 
and bills of quantities have been prepared with a view to inviting 
tenders for the work ; but, owing to the contemplated transfer of the 
duties of the Board of Control to the new local authority, it was 
considered advisable to defer taking any further steps in the matter 
until the appointment of that body, who would then be free to deal 
with it in such manner as appeared desirable. 

It was considered that no serious inconvenience would arise from this 
delay, as the transfer of the county Antrim patients from the Belfast 
to the Antrim Asylum would to a large extent relieve the overcrowding 
in the former institution. 

Carlow Asylum.— The progress of theworksforincrejusing, improving, Carlow 
and remodelling the accommodation at this asylum has been slow, but 
this, the Ai'chitect in charge of the works states, has arisen from the 
difficulty of carrying them on "vidiile the building was in occupation. 

The works which have been executed or are in progress are as 
follow : — A new and completely equipped laundry has been provided, 
with enclosed drying ground ; a new boiler-house and chimney stack 
erected and new boilers and coal stores provided ; the kitchen and 
kitchen offices and stores have been remodelled and enlarged ; a new 
dining-hall has been provided for female patients, and considerable 
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progress made in the erection of a similar dining-liall for male patients ■ 
two new wing buildings have been erected, one on the male side and 
the other on the female side ; extensive internal alterations have been 
made hy the removal of walls and partitions, and the conversion of 
small rooms and passages into large and well-ventilated dormitories ■ 
and sanitary annexes Jiave been built in connection with each ward. 
A building has been erected which )>rovides accommodation, in separate 
rooms, for fourteen nur.se.s, with dining room and all necessary sanitary 
accommodation ; bath, dressing and visitors’ rooms are being built 
for males and females ; and a suitable office has been provided for 
the clerk. A workroom for femole patients has been built; a 
new Chapel for Protestants is in course of erection ; alterations 
have been made to jirovide accommorlation for the Assistant Medical 
Officer and the matron ; the drainage, which was in a most defective 
state, has been remodelled and a new water supply laid on from the 
town main. 

The only work of importance which is not now in progi ess is that of 
the water distribution and plumbing in connection with bath-rooms, 
for which, however, the architect has prepared the necessary plans and 
estimates. 

All the foregoing works have been designed and carried out under 
the supervision of Mr. E. T. Quilton. 

Castlebar Asylum. — To provide for the increased number of patients 
at this asylum a story was added to the return buildings on the male 
and female sides ; a new system of di’ainage was laid down, and the 
sanitary annexes and batli-rooms were remodelled, and titled with 
improved apjdiances. The kitchen and kitchen offices and laundry 
have been enlarged, the latter is now jirovided with modern machinery, 
and the kitchen with improved appliances ; a new boiler-house and 
cliimney-stack have been erected, and boilers supplied, sufficient for all 
the steam work of the as_ylnm, and the entire buildings are now heated 
and ventilated on the “ Plenum ” system. 

A supply of water from the town waterworks, recently constructed, 
has been obtained, and the condition of the asylum, as regards water 
supply, is now satisfactory. The works were designed and carried out 
under the supervision of Mr. E. K. Dixon, County Surveyor, Castlebar. 

C lonmkl Asylum. — The works executed for increasing and improving 
the accommodation in this asylum are as follow : — A new wing was 
added to the female house, and anew dining-hall built; the laundry 
was remodelled, enlarged, and provided with suitable machinery; 
extensive works have been carried out for the imj'rovement of the 
kitchen and kitclien offices ; the drainage has been to a ccmsiderable 
extent rc-mndelled ; a new Chapel built for Roman Catliolics ; an 
auxiliary building for eighty female patients lias been erected, equipped 
and finished, and various minor works for improving the old buildings 
) ave been executed. The Human Catholic Chapel was designed by Mr. 

>\ alter Doolin, of Dublin, who supervised its erection ; the other jier- 
manent works were carried out under the direction of Mr. E. A. 
Hackett, County Surveyor for the South Hiding of Ti[>perary. 

Cork Asylum. — The following works have been executed, or are now 
in progress to provide the accommodation required for the largely in- 
creased population of this asylum : — 

A detached block for 464 clironic patients was opened in 1893 P 
is provided with sanitary annexes, bath-rooms, and an efficient system of 
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heating ; fire mains and all otlier necessary appliances. A new dining- District 
hall was built, and is connected with the new chronic block and the 
several wards by covered passages. Sanitai’y annexes and bath-rooms, 
fitted with modem appliances, liavebeen constructed in connection with 
the several wards in the old asylum. 

The laundi-y has been enlarged and equipped with modern machinery, 
and a drying chamber of improved construction jjrovided in connection 
with it. An engine-house was built, and an engine and boiler provided 
sufficient for the laundry and other steam work of the asylum A new 
mortuary and gate lodge have been erected. 

Notwithstanding the large additions made in 1893, the subsequent 
rapid increase in the number of ])atients rendered it necessary to 
provide further accommodatioo, and an auxiliary block for 100 
female patients was built and fully equipped in 1898. 

A block has also been built for the accommodation of thirty male 
attendants, which was very urgently required. 

A new residence is being built for the Medical Sujjerintendent, and, 
when he moves into it, his present residence will be converted into 
apartments for nurses. A Chapel of suitable size for the large number 
of Roman Catholic patients has been built in connection with the main 
asylum. The old Chapel was not only insufficient in size, but it was in 
a most inconvenient position on ground considerably lower than the 
asylum, so that infirm patients were physically unable to attend service 
in it. 

The works at this asylum have been designed and carried out under 
the supervision of Mr. W. H. Hill, of Cork. 

Downpatrick Asylum. — At this asylum a large addition has been Downpatrick, 
made to the female infirmary, and a riew block for acute cases bas 
been built on the same side. The laundry lias been remodelled and 
equipped with modern machinery ; a hospital block to accommodate 
fifty males similar to tbat erected on the female side is nearly complete ; 
the sanitary appliances throughout the old buildiugs have been 
remodelled ; the entire building lias been heated by a system of 
ventilated steam radiators. This arrangement rendered it necessary to 
construct a new boiler-house and chimney-stack and to provide new 
boilers sufficient for the heating of the buildings, in addition to the 
other works at the asylum. 

The works have been designed and carried out under the direction of 
Mr. P. 0. Cowan, County Surveyor for tlie County Down. 

Ennis Asylum.-:— The works carried out at this asylum have been Ennis, 
limited to the erection of a mortuary and additions to the stores. 

Enniscortiiy Asylum. — The works carried out at this asylum Ertmscorthy. 
embrace extensive structural alterations in the interior of the building 
by the removal of walls and the addition of corridors and passages, 
where jiracticahle, to day-rooms and dormitories, thus improving the 
ventilation while increasing the accommodation. 

Sanitary annexes ami batli-rooms, with modern appliance.s, have 
been provided where necessary, in connection with each ward ; a new 
dining-hall has been built for male patients, and one also for attendants ; 
a boiler-house and chimney -stack have been built, and boilers provided 
sufficient for the entire work of the asylum, including the heating and 
ventilation. 

In addition to the foregoing works which were necessary for 
improving and increasing the accommodation, extensive works of renew al, 
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with wliich considerable i)rogress hcas been made, have been found neces- 
sary as regards the roofs of the buildings. 

The works are being carried out under the direction of Mr. C. A. 
Owen, of Dublin. 


Kilkenny Asylum. — Considerable structural alterations have been 
made in the interior of the buildings, by means of which additional 
accommodation has been obtained at a moderate cost. A large addition 
has been made to the dormitory accommodation on the male side, and 
a waiter tower has been built at each end of the asylum, witli tanka 
sufficient to hold 56,680 gallons of water, elevated to a height wliicli 
commands the Jiighest portions of the buildings. These towers also 
contain accommodation for attendants, &c. A new system of drainage 
has been laid down ; an improved water supply with steam pumps 
and appliances for softening the water has been provided, together 
with the necessary fire-mains and appliances in connection with tliera j 
and a new dining-hall, sufficient for the accommodation of both sexes 
has been built. The kitchen and kitchen offices have been enlarged, 
and improved cooking appliances provided ; the laundry Las been 
extended and supplied with modern machinery. An engine-lmise 
and boiler-house with chimney stack have been erected,” and two 
boilers provided, sufficient for the entire steam work of the asylum. 
A coal store of ample size has been built, the stores have been 
renifdelled, and a range of workshops erected. Chapels have been 
built for both the Protestant and Roman Calholic inmates, the lighting 
of the ‘^sylum by gas, which was very bad and insufficient, has been 
remodelled and improved, and is now satisfactory. The entire building 
has been heated with steam ventilating radiators. 

The above works have been designed and carried out under the 
direction of Messrs. Drew and Langrishe. 

Killakney Asylum.— A new laundry has been built and equipped 
with modern machinery ; the dining-hall has been enlarged, a bath- 
loom has been built and fitted with all necessary applfimces ; the 
Assistant Medical Officer’s quarters have been remodelled ; the drainage 
has been improved ; and a new water siipplv has been obtained with 
ample provision for e.xUnguishing fire. The entire buildings are now 
Jiglited by electricity, tlie nece.ssary current being obtained under contract 
trom a private firm ; and the additional furniture necessary for tlie 
equipment of tJie new buildings has been provided. 

1 he works at tills asylum have been carried out under the direction 
of Mr. J. F. Fuller, of Dublin. 


Detterkenny Asylum.— Two wings have been added to this asylum, 
one on the male and the other on the female side, and a large adJition 
cite e ock for recent and acute cases. In connection with tlie 
"redoing additions suitable sanitary annexes and bath-rooms hare been 
apjiliances of the most approved modern type. 
Doth hospital blocks have been enlarged and otherwise imiirovcd : a new 
built j the kitchen and kitchen offices have been 
n aige am pioviJed with suitable cooking appliances: the laundry 
lias been extended ami provided with modern appliances and machinery ; 
additional store rooiiis built ; a new residence provided for the Resident 
e ica npenntt-ndent — Ids former quarters being converted into 

accommoi a ion for tlie staff; a new boiler house and chimney stack 
lave een eiei tct , and boilers jirovided of ample capacity for the entire 
woi o tlie institution, which is no>v heated and ventilated on the 
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“ Plenum ” system. For the improvement of the water supply a niservoir 
has been constructed by asylum labour near the asylum, at an altitude 
■which admits of the institution being supplied with water by gravitation 
under sufficient pressure to command the highest portions of the 
buildings. The drainage has been remodelled, and an outfall drain 1;^ 
miles in length constructed for the discharge of the sewage into the 
tideway of the River S willy. 

The works have been carried out under the direction of Mr. M'Elwee, 
of Londonderry. 

LimericK' Asylum. — An auxiliary block, sufficient for sixty patients, Limerick, 
was erected in 1896. It was necessary to provide this accommodation 
in order to vacate the wing buildings, which it was decided to remodel 
and enlarge. 

The wing building, comprising wards No. 4 and 5 on the male side, 
has been remodelled and an additional story added to it. It is now 
in occupation, and similar improvements are in progress on the female 
side. 

A new residence has been built for the Medical Superintendent, and 
his former residence has been utilised for the accommodation of the 
Assistant Medical Officer and portion of the staff. The above works 
are being carried out on the designs and \inder the superintendence of 
Messrs. Carroll Batchelor, of Dublin, and J. J. F. Browne, of 
Limerick. 

Londonderry AsYLu^r. — An auxiliary ljuilding sufficient for the Londonderry, 
accommodation of sixty five patients has been erected on the Gransha 
Estate. This building is provided with a good water supply obtained 
from a spring in the adjoining ground. It is lighted by acetylene gas, 
and is heated by low-pressure liot^-water pipes and radiatois. The 
building has been in occupation for some months. 

The matured plans for the new asylum have been prepared by Messrs. 

Owen and Fuller, and the bills of quantities by Mr. W. Sandall. It 
now rests with the new Asylum Committee to decide on the further 
steps to be taken with reference to this work. 

Maryborough Asylum. — The following extensive works have been Maryborough, 
carried out at this asylum : — 

Two wing buildings have been constructed, one on the male side 
providing dormitories and day-rooms for 100 patie'its, with the neces- 
sary bath-rooms, sanitary annexes, and attendants’ rooms, and a 
corresponding wing on the female side, containing similar accommoda- 
tion. Four new day-rooms have been added to the old buildings, in 
which considerable internal structural alterations have been made to 
increase and improve the accommodation. Sanitary annexes, fitted 
with modern appliances of the most approved type, and bath-rooms have 
been provided in connection with each ward; tlie dining-hall has been 
remodelled and enlarged, and the kitchen and kitchen offices and stores 
have been provided with suitable appliances and litting.s. A new water 
supply has been obtained from tluj public waterworks ; the laundry has 
been enlarged and fitted with moilern machinery ; a bakery, with the 
necessary fittings, has been provided ; a boiler house and chimney stack 
have been erected, and boilers sup])lied sufficient for the entire work of 
the institution. An electrie light installation has been provided, and 
the entire institution is in»\v lighted by electricity ; new Cliapels have 
been erecte.l fur l)oth the I’rotestaut and Roman Catholic inmates ; a 
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Blonaghan. 


Hulliogar. 


mortuary lias been built on a suitable site ; a new and complete system 
of drainage has been laid down, and with the view of removing the 
objections which were made to the discharge of the asylum sewage 
into the watercourse adjoining the asylum, a farm of 35^ acres was 
acquired, which is now utilised as a sewage farm, the entire sewnge 
being lifted on to it by one of Shone’s ejectors. An efficient system has 
been introduced for heating the new wing buildings by ventilating 
radiators. A large coal store and stable offices, coach-house, 
have also been built. 

The works at this asylum have been carried out under the direction 
of Mr. T. Drew, of Dublin. 

JTonagiian Asylum. — Tlie necessity for providing additional accom- 
raodation at this asylum received much attention from both the Board 
of Control and the late Board of Governors, and matured plans and 
specifications were prepared for the enlargement, which appeared 
immediately necessary, but from various causes little has been done to 
carry out the proposed improvements. 

A strong desire was expressed by the Governors representing the 
County Cavan to divide the district and provide a separate asylum for 
that county, and, apart from that, they looked forward to obtaining 
relief in some form under the provisions of the Local Government Act. 
Under the circumstances, the Board of Control refrained from pressing 
the execution of extensive works, and the improvements in the accom- 
modation have consequently been limited. 

A new Cha]>el has been erected and the old Chapel converted into a 
dormitory fur female patients ; additions are being made to the male and 
female infirmaries, which are not yet fit for occupation, though it was 
anticipated that these works would have been completed many months 
ago. The entire buildings have been heated wdth hot-water pipes and 
ventilating radiators. This has necessitated the building of an addition 
to the boiler house. 

The work has been carried out under the direction of Sir T. N. Deane 
and Son, of Dublin. 

Mullingar Asylum. — The following works have been executed since 
1888: — An entirely new system of drainage has been laid down; a 
supply of water has been obtained from a lake lying about a mile to the 
north of the asylum, and pumping machinery provided for lifting the 
water to the tanks at the various levels for the service of the institution. 
A new laundry has been built and fully equipped with modern machinery; 
the kitciien has been enlarged, and provided with approved appliances 
for cooking ; the kitchen offices have been improved, and supplied with 
the necessary fittings ; new and extensive stores have been formed and 
fitted up in thebasemeutof the main building ; anew dining-hall built; 
a new boiler house and chimney stack erected, and boilers provided 
sufficient for the entii'e work of the institution; Turkish and swimming 
baths have been constructed on the most approved plans, and sanitary 
annexes, with all necessary appliances, including a very complete hot- 
water service, provided in connection with the several wards. 

All the old buildings have been heated and ventilated on the 
“ Plenum ” system, and an electrical installation provided for lighting 
them and supplying the current required for driving the fans in connec- 
tion with the heating and ventilating appliances. 

An auxiliary building for sixty male patients has been erected, com- 
}dete in every respect and fully equij)ped. A new block for 138 patients 
and extensive farm offices are in course of erection on a farm of 104^ 
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statute acres wlncli was recently acquired. It is anticipated that these 
buildings will be completed and ready for occupation early next \ear. 

In addition to the foregoing w.u'ks, extensive structural alterations 
and restorations have been carried out in the interior of the buildings, 
in remodelling and improving them ; while all new buildings have been 
fully equq)ped. 

The early works at this asylum were designed and carried out by 
Messi-s. Kaye Parry and A. E. Joyce, County Surveyor for Westmeath. 
The chronic block and farm offices now in course of erection are being 
carried out by Mr. A. E. Joyce. 


District 

Asylums. 


Omagh Asylum. — T he following extensive works have been carried Omagh, 
out, or are in progress, for the remodelling and increasing of the accom- 
modation in this asylum. 

Large additions have been made to the day-rooms and dormitories on 
both the male and female sides, and sanitary annexes have been provided 
for each ward ; general bath-rooms and dressing-rooms have been built 
for each sex, and both the sanitary annexes and the bath-rooms have 
been fitted with appliances of the most approved modern type ; both 
dining-halls have been enlarged, and covered pas.sages constructed which 
will admit of direct communication between each ward and the dining- 
room and executive offices. 

A new day-room and day-room dormitory and sanitary annexe, witli 
bath-room, have been added to the female infirmary ; a new laundry, 
boiler-house and chimney-stack, and engineers sliop have been erected ; 
the laundry has been provided with the necessary machinery and 
appliances, and boilers have been supplied sufficient for the entire work 
of the institution ; the kitchen has been provided with iiiodeni cooking 
appliances, and improvements have been made in the kitchen offices ; and 
a general store erected. A new set of deep-well pumps lias been provided, 
and the water laid on to the several tanks; a new system of drainage has 
been laid down, but the arrangements for the disposal of the sewage are 
not yet complete. A residence, with stable offices, has been built for the 
Medical Superintendent, and his former residence has been util wed for 
the accommodation of the nurses and staff. The works in ccmnection 
with the heating and ventilation of tlie biiikliiigs on the i leuuiii 
system are in a very advanced state. It has been decided to bmld a 
new Chapel (for the Roman Catholic inmates) and small isolation ho.spital 
blocks for each sex, but little progress had been made with these works 
up to May last. In addition to the foregoing, many structural alter- 
ations and restorations have been effected for the improvement of the 

The ^vorks have been carried out under the direction of Mr. C. A. 
Owen, of Dublin, 


Richmond Asylum.— I n consequence of the overcrowded condition Richmond, 
of this asylum, hiiildiiigs constructed of thnher and iron were erected in 
1894 and the accommodation- though chiefly iii the form of day- 
room’s— practic.slly provided increased accomiiiod.ation for 2.18 patients. 

An infectious hospital of similar construction, suitable for twenty-six 
patients, was also erected, with a laundry and disinfecting jMM't" '- us 
attached to it • a temporary kitchen, with kitchen offices ami sciilh-iy, 

w“fo»nnectioJiwith\hemalehoi.^ 

appliances; a new laundry, with boiler house, coal store .and chimney 
stack, have been built, and boilers provided sufficient for the entiie i 
of this asylum when remodelled; the laundry has been supphod « t 
modern appliances and machinery, and is lighted by electiicity, wine 
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mode of lighting is now being extended to other sections of the buildings. 
A mortuary, with pathological rooms, all fully equipped, has been 
provided; a new residence has been erected for the Medical Superin- 
teudent, and his former residence has been utilized for the accommodation 
of patients. 

Graugegorman Prison, which, under an order of Your Excellency 
was transferred to the Board of Control late in 1897 for the use of the 
Kichmond Asylum District, has been reinoilelled and rendered suitable 
for the reception of 350 female patients. This work has been carried 
out under tlie general direction of the Resident Medic-al Superintendent, 
to whom much credit is due for liis energy and ability in converting an 
apparently very unsuitable building into a useful annexe to the asylum. 
This building has been fully equipped in eveiy respect. 

It was i-ecently decided to improve the old female Asylum building, 
and considerable progress has been made with that work. The floors 
of the rooms on the ground floor liave been taken up ; the soil under- 
neath removed ; and a deep bed of concrete laid down, on which 
the nev/ floors have been laid in mastic, and the court-yards adjoining 
have been thoroughly underdrained with a view to preventing the floors 
oi- foundations being affected with damp. The remodelling of the 
kitchen and kitchen offices anti stores in connection with this division 
ot the asylum is in an advanced state of progi’ess. A new fire-main is 
bfjing laid down, and underground tanks ])rovided for the better security 
of tlie buildings and their inmates from injury by fire. 

The above works have been carried out umler the direction of Mr. 
"VV. H. Byrne, of Dublin. 

PoRTFANE Asylum. — The demesne and lands of Portraue, containing 
469 statute acres, situated about twelve miles north of Dublin, weio 
purchased in 1892, 

The old residence was fitted up and has been occupied by patients 
since the proj)erty was acquii*ed ; and, to meet the pressing want of 
accommodation for patients in the Richmond Distiict, four block's of 
temporary buildings, which provideaccommodation for 400 patients, have 
been erected adjoining Portraue house. Kitchen, kitchen oflice.s, and 
dining-rooms have been provided in connection with these blocks, and 
also a Chapel for Roman Catholics : the wards are heated .in a satis- 
factory manner, one on the “ Plenum” system and the others by hot- 
water circulating in pipes and radiators under low pressure ; they are 
lighted with acetylene gas and are provided with an abundant water 
supply, wliich is pnnij)ed up from the Newtown Bridge Reservoir and 
springs. 

The contract for the builder’s work of the permanent buildings 
was perfected in August, 1896 — the works were then commenced, 
and considerable progress has been made with them. Contracts have 
since then been entered into for the heating and ventilation, hot-water 
service, laundry fittings, plumbing, drainage, and electric light 
installation. 

ihe progress made with the works is briefly as follows : — The male 
and female chronic blocks are complete with the exception of the wood 
block floors and some plastering; the laundry is complete with the ex- 
ception of the floors, and the machinery has been erected ; the boiler 
house and chimney-stack have been built, and three boilers delivered on 
the ground ; the administrative offices and the attendants’ and nurses’ 
blocks have beei\ built and roofed ; the female infirmary has been built 
and roofed, and the male infirmary is built to the level of the first 
ffoor; the recent and acute block for females is built and roofed; the 
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batlu-oom for females is almost comi)lete, and considerable progress has 

been made with the sub- ways and corridors; the Roman Catholic 

Chapel is completed with the exception of the flooring; the lieating of the 
male and female chronic blocks is almost complete ; the drainage out- 
fall is in progress. The rain-w’ater drains in connection with the 
female chronio° block are finished, and the internal plumbing in this 
block is rapidly approaching completion. The laying of the water 
mains round the building is also in progress, the farm ofiices comprising 
hay-barn, cow-sheds, stable, piggeries and steward’s dwelling-house have 
been completed. 

The works at this asylum have been designed and are being carried 
out under the direction of Mr. G. C. Ashlin, of Dublin. 


Sligo Asylu.m. — Considerable progress has been made with the Sligo- 
extensive works for reinodolliug and improving this asylum, which 
werecommenc.'d in 1890. The works referred to are as follow — 

The building of two dining halls, one for males and the other 
for females, and also an attendants’ dining ha.ll ; the construction 
of covered iiassages at the rere of the mam building for the purpose of 
formiim direct communication between each ward and the diniiig-liall 
and executive ottices ; the addition of a new block to the infirmary on 
the male side, and of sanitary annexes and bath-rooins for each ward , 
the improvement of the kitchen and eiilargemeiit of the laundry and 
provision of suitable machinery and appliances for both ; the building 
of additions to the stores ami workshops ; the conversion of the old 
dining-hall into a Chapel, and the old Chapel into rooms for nurses ; the 
remodelling of the interior of the buildings by removing walls and 
adding spaces occupied as corridors and pas.sages o cay looms an 
dormitories— thus increasing the accommodation at a moderate cost, 
and improving the aspect and ventilation. An improved system of 
drainage and suitable appliances for heating and ventilating the 
bnildings have also been provided. 

The remodelling of this asylum has been designed and is being 
carried out under the direction of Sir Thomas Deane and Son, of Dublin. 

Wateiifoiid Asylum.— Two wings with a southern aspect have been 
added to this asylum, one for males and the other for females. J hese 
Imikliims include day-room and dormitory accommodation tor 1..U 
patients ; they are provided with very complete haUi-rooins and 
sanitary appliances, and are connected by corridors with the executive 
offices, and heated by liot-water circulating in pipes umler low pressure, 
with ample provision for ventilation. Extensive workshops have been 
provided in connection with the wing on the male side iind work-rooms 
with that on the female side. Farm buildings suitable for the increased 
sise of the farm recently added to this asylum have been built with 
stable offices and coach house. A boiler-house with chimney-stack and 
coal store h ive been erected, and boilei-s supplied siiflicient tor the 
work of the institution; a mortuary has been built, and the Eoiiian 
Catholic Chapel has been enlarged ; the Kitchen and kitchen offices the 
stores and laundry have been remodelled ami enlarged and have been 
fitted with modern appliances of the most approved type. A new 
dining-hall, sufficient to accommodate all patients in the asylum, h.is bi.ui 
built, and is connected by suitable corridors with the various wards and 
offices ; the sanitary arrangements and drainage in connection with the 
old buildings have been remodelled, and new bath-rooms ,irovided ; a 
new entraime has been formed to the stores and executive ofticcs, and 

D 2 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



36 


Forty-eighth Report on district, Criminal, 

District the traffic of carts and other vehicles is thus as far as practicable diverted 
Asylums, from the grounds on the southern side of the asylum wliicli are utilized 
for the recreation of the patients. 

The works at this asylum have been designed and are being carried 
out under the direction of Mr. James Otway, of Waterford, 


General Observations. 

General The foregoing statement shows that, in addition to the actual 

observations, increase of accommodation, thirteen of the asylums have been 
remodelled throughout. In these cases improved drainage, 
sanitary annexes and appliances have been provided ; ami 
extensive alterations or additions made in the kitchens, stores, 
laundries, and administrative offices. Efficient means have been 
adopted for heating and ventilating the buildings, and, where 
necessary, improved water supplies, fire mains, and appliances 
have been provided ; modern machinery has been supplied in 
every case for laundries, kitchens, bakeries, &c., and all new 
buildings have been fully equipped with suitable fittings and 
furniture. 

In seven of the remaining nine avsyluins large works of a 
similar character, though not so extensive, have been carried out, 
but in the other two (Belfast and Ennis), no important work has 
been executed. In addition to the twenty -two institutions which 
were in occupation previous to 1895, a new asylum has been erected 
at Antrim, and another is in an advanced state of progress at 
Portrane, for the Richmond district, while plans for new asylums at 
Belfast and Londonderry have been prepared. 

The necessity for executing these extensive works in the 
remodelling and enlargement of existing, or provision of new 
asylums has arisen, not only in consequence of the rapid increase 
in the number of the insane poor, but also with the view of 
comforming to modern ideas as to the proper treatment of this 
class. 

As the Board of Control has ceased to exist, it is desirable to 
state the general course of procedure adopted in carrying out 
works, which was as follows: — 

When the enlargement or improvement of an asylum was 
decided on, a plan and esftiniate for the work was prepared by the 
Asylum Architect, who was generally nominated or appointed by 
the Board of Governors, subject to the approval of the Board of 
Control. In addition to the general approval of the plans and 
estimates by the Governors and the Board of Control^ it was 
necessary to obtain the authority of the Lord Lieutenant in 
Council for the expenditure, and when that, after due inquiry, 
was given, the funds required were procured by loan from Her 
Majesty’s Treasury thiough the Commissioners of Public Works 
repayable by the respective districts by half-yearly instalments 
now extending in most cases over a period of fifty years. 

Tenders for the woiks were invited in open competition, with 
the exception of supplies of special appliances or machinery, fur 
which it was considered desirable to limit the competition to firms 
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of specialists of repute for such works. The works have been in 

all cases carried out under the direction of the Asylum Architect, 

assisted by a Clerk of Works — subject, however, to the general 
supervision of the Board of Control. That Board was particularly 
fortunate in secutiug as its Consulting Architect, Mr. S. Ussher 
Roberfs, C.B., formerly one of Her Majesty’s Commissioners of 
Public Works in Ireland. 

In carrying out the works the Board endeavoured to secure 
the services of architects of high standing in their profession, and 
we feel satisfied that the works \«-hich have been executed will 
bear favourable comparison as to design, arrangement, and 
stability of construction with any of a similar character executed 
in this country. 


STAFF. 

During the vear, Dr. Samuel Graham, who had been Assistant 
Medical Officer in tiie Belfast Asylum since 1887, and had, for 
some years been in charge of the Purdysburn Auxiliary, was 
appointed Resident Medical Superintendent of the new asylum 
at Antrim. 

Dr. R. P. Gelston, who had served for fourteen years as Resi- 
dent Medical Superintendent of the Ennis Asylum, and had 
previously been for almost fourteen years Assistant Medical 
Officer in the Clonmel Asylum, retired on a superannuation 
allowance in March of the present year, in consequence of 
health, which followed a blow he received from a patient while 
in the discharge of his duty. 


THE STATE CRIMINAL LUNATIC ASYLUM. 

The condition of the Criminal Lunatic Asylum at Dundrum 
continues to be satisfactory. 

The Departmental Committee referred to in last years report Accommoda- 
made several recommendations with regard to tlie want of 
accommodation for acute cases ; the insufficient number of single 
rooms j the absence of any system of heating the wards ; and 
the deficiency of laundry machinery. Steps have been taken to 
carry out some of their recommendations, and contracts have 
already been entered into for tbe heating of the wards and the 
remodelling of the laundiy. The work of raising the boundary 
wall was continued. 


[Table 
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('RtMlNAl. 

Asylum. 

Statistics. 


No casualties. 


Staff. 


•The following changes have taken place amongst the inmates 
of the institution during the year : — 


— 

Males. 

Females, 

Total. 

Remaining on 1st January, 1898, . 

ISO 

20 

170 

Admitted during the Tear 1898, . , 

17 

2 

19 

Total under treatment during Year, 

167 

22 

189 

Discharged recovered, .... 

8 

1 

9 

„ improved. 

7 

- 

7 

„ unimproved, , 

1 

~ 

1 

Died, ....... 

3 

- 

8 

Escaped, ...... 

- 

- 

- 

Remaining on 1st January, 1899, 

118 

21 

169 


The number under detention remains practically the same, as 
accumulation has been prevented by transferring a number of 
suitable cases to the asylums of their respective districts. 

Of the a.dmissions 11 were found insane on arraignment; 3 
were acquitted on the ground of insanity, or a verdict of guilty, 
but insane was returned, and these 14 were ordered to be detained 
during Your Excellency’s pleasure; and 5 were convicts transferred 
fiom Prisons on becoming insane. 

Of the discharges it will be seen from Table V. (Appendix 
that 5 wei’e sent back to Prison ; 4 were handed over to the care 
of friends, and 8 were transferred to the asylums of their native 
districts. 

There was no suicide, escape, or serious casualty during the 

The orily change^ in the staff was the resignation of the 
Presbyterian Chaplaincy by the Rev. George Hanson, who was 
succeeded by the Rev. James Snowdon. 

According to the report of the Resident Physician and 
Governor, the conduct of the staff during the year was extremely 
good, and no vacancies occurred amongst the attendants. 
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The inmates remaining on the 31st December were classified 
as follow ; — 


■ 1 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Found insane on arraignment, and incapable of pleading, 

83 

15 

98 

Acquitted on the ground of insanity, or special verdict of 
guilty but insane, 

34 

4 

38 

Oertlfled to bo Insimo whUe undergoing uentence ol im- 




prisonment or penal servitude, . 

31 

2 

S3 

Total 

148 

21 

169 


The statistics relating to the Asylum, together with the annua 
report of the Kesident Physician 

on the inspection of the institution will be found in Appendix b. 


PERSONS OF UNSOUND MIND IN IRISH 
WORKHOUSES. 

On the 1st January, 1899, the number of pauper lunatics m Wo^uses. 
Irish Workhouses (exclusive ot those maintained_ under tJie Jt statistic*, 
sec. of the Act 38 and 31) Wet., cap. 07, who are included in the 
population of the District Asylums), was 4,039. viz.:— I,0i4 
males and 2,365 females. 

On the 1st January, 1898, the numbers were;— males 1,057 ; 
females, 2,373; total, 4,030— showing the very small total 
increase of 9 during the year. 

The number in each of the Unions throughout Ireland is 
shown in Appendix D, which also includes 129 lunatics main- 
tained by contract with Committees of District Asylums under 
the section above referred to. 

The following Table shows the number of lunatics and idiots 
resident in Workhouses on the 1st January ot each year since 
1889 From these figures it will be seen that the numbers have 
varied from time to time : in 1893 the maximum was reached; 
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WoR^usEs. in 1897 they had considerably decreased, but they have since 
then been increasing. 


Yeae. 

Number of Lunatics and Idiots resident on 
1st January in IHsh Workhouses. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1889, . . . . 

1,583 

2,374 

3,957 

1890, .... 

i,eoo 

2,438 

4,038 

1891, .... 

1,566 

2,395 

3,961 

1892, .... 

1,656 

2,524 

4,180 

1893, .... 

1,701 

2,497 

4,198 

1894, .... 

1,718 

2,326 

4,044 

1895, .... 

1,686 

2,390 

4.076 

1896, .... 

1,724 

2,388 

4,112 

1897 

1,636 

2,356 

3,992 

1898, .... 

1,657 

2,373 

4,030 

1899, .... 

1,674 

2,365 

4,039 


Care and 
treatment of 
the feeble- 
minded. 


Legislation. 


The care of the feeble-minded is now occupying public 
attention m many countries. In England, Scotland, America, 
Germany, and Belgium, the problem of how best to provide for 
the wants of these helpless classes has given rise to much dis- 
cussion, and already in some of the countries named, practical 
steps have been taken to provide colonies in which are located 
imbeciles and epileptics. In Ireland the neces.sity for some 
better piovision for these classes has long been felt, but no 
piactical steps were taken to deal with their wants pending 
legislation on the subject. ‘ “ 

From year to year we have called attention to the unsatis- 
lactory aiTMgements for the care of the insane in Workhouses 
nvnn»/Ti“ I Unsuitable accommodation; the want of 

r’ the dehcient means of employment ; and the 
absence of any form of amusement and of all those surround- 
ings which tend to soothe and comfort the insane 

1 ro^sion ha.s, however, now been made by the' Local Govern- 

mncil • Under the 76th section of that Act the 

unde. tlf^A Uie exercise of their powers 

or ot iP^^Lfi ^1 U’*® purpose any Workhouse 

an auxdiar possession of the Guardians, provide 

whrnnt reception of chronic lunatics 

the Residpni^ Uiemselves or other-s, are certified by 

Gounn-l nnf 1 Superintendent of an Asylum of such 

eouiimed Int,. r treatment in a fully 

a^demrtm f . ®ucli Auxiliary Asylum may be either 

Asv i?m The 1 ^ ®®P'^rate 

mte dTl WUK Uiese Auxiliary Asylums are 

intended will include not only the imbeciles and inmates of the 
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lunatic wards of -Workhouses, but also some of the chronic and — 
harmless insane in the District Asylums; so that in many 
districts, the number for whom accommodation will be required 
in the Auxiliary Asylums will be considerable. In carrying 
out the provisions of the section it is of importance that the 
acquisition of sufficient land for the employment, exercise and 
amusement of the number to be ultimately accommodated should 
not be lost sight of. This must prove a difficulty m taking 
over Workhouses for the purpose, as they a,re general y situated 
in or close to country towns, where little, it any, additional Ian 

Tw.ards the maintenance of the insane acconumodated in the 
Auxiliary Asylums established under the section, 
exceeding two sliillings a week may be paid out ot the Local 
Taxation Account in respect of each patient. ^ Oueration of 

The following Table shows the number of the insane 38 & 39 Vio., 

out in Workhouses under the 9th section of the Act dS & da s„c. 9. 

Vic., cap. 67, under contract between the Committees ot tlieir 
respective asylums and the Poor Law Guardians. 




Number of Patients maintained 
on 31st December, 1898. 

Contracting Asylum. 

Workhouse. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Belfast, . . 

Ballymena, 

56 

56 

112 

Ennis, 

Eunis, . . 

11 

— 

11 

Londonderry, 

( Londonderry, . _ . 

2 



(. Limavady, 




Total, 


G9 

60 

129 


In any district where an Auxiliary Asylum is established under 
the 76th section of the Local Government Act. the above section, 
under which contracts are made between Committees of Asylums 
and Poor Law Guardians, will cease to apply as respects that 

district. -.tt i i 

Our reports on the lunatic wards of some of the Workhouses 
vi.sited by us during the year wilt be found in Appendix F. 


We have the honour to be. 

Your Excellency’s obedient servants, 

GEORGE PLUNKETT O’EARRELL, 
E. MAZIERE COURTENAY, 

Inspectors of Lunatics. 
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PaiVATK 

Asylums. 


Classificatiun 


THE REPORT 

OP THE 

INSPECTORS OF LUNATICS (IRELAND) 

ON 

THE HOUSES LICENSED UNDER 6 and 6 VIC., CAP. 123, 
AND LUNATIC HOSPITALS, 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1898. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE HENRY, EARL 
CADOGAN, K.G., 

LORD LIE0TENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OP IRELAND, 
AND 

TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE EDWARD, BARON 
ASHBOURNE, 

LORD HIGH CU.ANCELLOR OF IRELAND. 


The 35th section of the Act 5 and 6 Viet., cap. 123, requires the 
Inspectors General of Prisons, as Inspectors of Lunatic Asylums, 
to report annually to the Lord Lieutenant, and to the Lord 
Chancellor, on the state and condition oi the Private Asylums 
This duty was tran-sferred to the Inspectors of Lunatics by the 
23rd section of the Act 8 and 9 Viet., cap. 107. Your Lordship, 
as Lord Chancellor, has signified Your, approval that our report 
under that section dealing with the .state and condition ot the 
several houses licensed under the Private Asylums Act, and the 
care of the patients therein, shall be accepted as a fulfilment of 
the requirements just referred to. We have therefore the honour 
of addressing this portion of our report, together with Appendix 
C, and the latter part of Appendix F, to both Your Excellency 
and Your Lordshijr 

In Ireland accommodation for the insane who are able to 
contribute towards their maintenance is provided : — 

(1.) In licensed houses, of which there are thirteen. 

(2.) In establishments, which may be denominated lunatic 
hospitals. These establishments are not kept tor 
profit, and were originally endowed by private in- 
dividuals. Of these there are four, viz. ; — St. Patrick’s 
Hospital (Dean Swift’s) ; Bloomfield (the Friend’s 
Retreat) ; the Stewart Institution j and St. Vincent’s 
(Fairview). 

(3.) A certain number ol private patients who are able to 
contribute only small sums towards their maintenance 
are received into District Asylums. 
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The number of hospitals and licensed houses continues un- 
changed. 

The accommodation for patients belonging to the opulent 
classes of the community would appear to be sufticient. ilie 
number of these patients in Ireland is small, and provision is 
always certain to be made for the accommodation and treatment 
of the wealthy ; but, as we have frequently pointed out m previous 
reports, there is great need of provision to meet the requirements 
of those who are able to pay little, if anything, more than the Aceommoda- 
cost of their maintenance- Private asylums, t.e., houses kep oi 
profit, for the accommodation of such patients, must be viewed as limited means, 
unsatisfactory, because it is evident that if a fair profit is to be 
made the patients cannot he liberally dealt with at veiy low 
rates. Many persons of this class receive treatment^ in tlie 
District Asylums, but this is unfair, both to the otlier inmates 
and the taxpayers. 

To the taxpayers it is unfair, as it takes up accommodation 
provided at a considerable cost for the poor. There is also a 
disposition on the part of the relatives to escape as far as 
possible from the burden of contributing towards the .support 
of lunatics in institutions supported by the public rates. It i.s 
unfair to the other patients, as there must be a tendency, almost 
unconsciously, on the part of the as 3 'lum officials to give more 
attention to' the paying than to the pauper patients. We Have 
frequently called attention to the great want of legislation on 
the subject, but this want has now been met by the Local 
Government Act passed last session. The 9th section of that 
Act (sub-section 6) empowers the Asylum Committees ot County 
Councils to make regulations respecting the conditions as to 
payment and accommodation under which -private patients may 
be admitted into and detained in District Asylums. Similar 
power is given in the English Lunacy Act ot 189U to provide 
asylum accommodation for private jiatients, either separately 
or with the pauper patients ; and under that Act excellent 
accommodation has already been provided in separate buildings 
in connection with many English County Asylums the rate 
of payment averaging about £1 per week. 


In framing regulations for the accommodation of private 
patients in District Asylums, the following principles should be 
kept in view : — ■ 

lat.— Such accommodation should be provided in sep,yate 
buildings, as it would be undesirable to associate the private 
with the non-paying patients. By keeping the two cla.sses 
apart an inducement would be held out to the friends to 
contribute towards the support of the insane, whicli would 
not exist if the private patients were associated with the 
non-paying. 

2nd.— The staff in charge of the private patients should 
be distinct from that of the ordinary patients, so as to pre- 
vent undue favouritism to the former class of inmates. 
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Privatb 

Asylums. 


Statistics. 


Immunity 

from 

casualties, <&c. 


^'o‘ity~Biglith lie^ovt o% DistTwiy Cvi^iTicd 


Srd.-The rate of payment should be fixed according to 
the class of accommodation, and should be somewhat above 
the cost of maintenance, so as to include a sum to cover 
rent or cost of buildings. It should not be so hio-ii as to 
be piobibitiye to the class of persons for whom the" aecom- 
modation IS intended ; but should be low enough to encourage 
elatives to pay for the maintenanc-e of their insane rather 
than allow them to become a burden on the rates. It should 
be borne in mind that a large proportion of the inmates of 

paupeis, and therefore, if accommodation of the nature 
mdicated were provided, it is reasonable to suppose that it 
ould operate as an inducement to relatives, in many 
instances, to contribute towards the support of their insane 

December 1898, the number of patients resident in 
licensed houses and lunatic hospitals was 714 of whom 327 


The following changes have taken place 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Number resident on the 1st January, 1898, 

325 

366 


Admitted during 1898. .... 

96 

106 

202 

Discharged, do. . 

53 

61 

117 

Died, do. . 

dl 

21 


Kscaped, do . 

- 

- 


Remaining on the 1st January, 1899, 

327 

387 

714 


. Np I. (Appendix C) shows the gradual but small 

increase winch lia.s taken ,,lace in the number of patientTin 
Uiese institutions since 1880-an increase of only 92 in eighteen 


be“3erTanl‘m an increase cannot 

opulent. ^ ^ amongst the 


y«=ar the first admissions have increased by 
12, while the re-admissions have decreased by 17. 

ill thistonnitr f aese private institutions 

hUrhither^n Jn- ■'Attention to the immunity which they 

m I-Idventu P enjoyed from serious accidents, suicides, deaths from 
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The following Table shows the admissions each year since 1S80, 
distinguishing cases of first attack from relapsed cases : _ 

^ ® Admissions. 


1880. 

188L 

r 882 ? 

1883, 

1884, 

1885, 

1886, 

1887. 

1888, 

1889, 

1890, 

1891, 

1892, 

1893, 

1894, 

1895, 

1896, 

1897, 
* 1898, 


First 

Admission. 


130 

122 

127 

103 

126 

136 

101 

139 

108 

129 

118 

132 

115 

122 

123 

137 

134 

U8 

160 


Not First 
Admission. 


Total 

Admitted. 


36 

23 

46 

32 

36 

36 

40 

48 

38 

36 

29 

35 

45 

38 


59 

42 


166 

145 
173 
135 
162 
172 
141 
187 

146 
165 

147 
167 
160 
160 
162 
178 
194 
207 


The statistics relating to these institutions will be found in 
Ap^pendii 0, and our inspection reports on them m Appendix 1. 

The following are our remarks on each, so far as they appear 
to call for particular notice 

A ...... -RfTUFAT— Snecial attention was called to the want Armagh 

Lfeguard for the insane has since been piovided. 

-Rfimont Park.— a change has taken place in the manage- Belmont Va u. 
ment of this' institution. The Rev. W. J. Becker for many 

years acted as Superintendent, has been succeeded by the Key. J. 

V. Murphy, to whom the licence has been transfeired. 

PoTiRSE Lodge.— We have felt constrained to express dissatis- c„„r.e Lodge. 
Course Lioi^ affectimr the care and treatment of the 

faction y,,, ,,, ,,,,, obliged 

all attention to the inadequate dayroom accommodation, 
to call attention also to express dis- 

and the want . dinner’ which we saw prepared for the 
satisfaction wi proprietors the absolute necessity 

establishment. 

number of ladies. 
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Asylums 

Farnham 
House and! 
MaryviJle. 


Hartlield ami 
Verville. 


Lindville. 


Forty-eighth Report on District, Criminal, 

Faunham House and Maryville.— Attention was called to 
the dayroom for the more troublesome ladies, which was con- 
sirlered too small ; and to the want of a distinct night staff. This 
e-stablishment is about to jiass into the hands of a new iiroprietor 
and it IS to be hoped that these and other requirements— to which 
we have frequently called attention-will be taken in hands 
without delay. 

^ H.1MPSTEAD AND Highfield.— These licensed houses werefound 
■S"e(. m their usual good order, and the patients carefully and 
.ludiciou.sly treated. We regret to have to record the death, 
during the present year, of one of the proprietors, Dr. John 
i^ustace, who for so many years superintended the establishment. 

Hartfield and Verville. — Attention was called to the 
number of cases of alcoholic excess coming in as voluntaiy 
boarders to Hartfield. These cases were kept as lono- or as 
sliort a time as they wished, but no report of their admiSiion or 
discharge was made to this office, and no record was kept of 
t leir residence. This practice, in our opinion, left room for very 
serious abuses, and has, we believe, been discontinued. At 
\ erviUe the day -rooms were found to be overcrowded. Additional 
rooms are, however, in course of construction. 

this establishment has passed into the 
amis of Hi. and Mrs. Cecil Osburne, various structural altera- 
tions and improvements have been carried out. New sittiim- 
iia V? smokmgroom ; diningroom; bathroom ; and lavatories 

and F ^ furnished 

and decoiated and the accommodation provided is in accordance 
V itii the^ most modern principles, while the patients appear to 
lecoive k’udly and judicious treatment. 

House of St. John op God.- Various additions, alterations 
idtehen^on^rr sittingrooms, diningrooms,’ 

establishment, which is now licensed to receive 95 males. The 
Edward Prior by the Rev. 

_ Bloomfield.— Attention was called during the year to certain 

some modernised, and the ventilation in 

>me paits of the Institution might be improved. 

coifntiw tnf H0SPITAL.-After many delays an estate and 
historic ! tuf'T F?®" purchased in connection with this 
about estate is near the village of Lucan, 

Sed ir beautifully 

and mlidc« "'®’F demesne on the banks of the Liffey, 

diseimc Hi- \1' sanatorium for the treatment of mental 

i o ony has been tran.sferred to the new establish- 


House of St. 
John of God. 


Bloomneld. 


St. Patrick’s 
Hospital. 
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ment, and has been succeeded at St. Patrick’s by Dr. Deeper 
The old establishment stands in need of many alterations and _ 
improvements in order to enable it to take its place amongst St » 

modern Institutions for the insane. 

St Vincent’s. — Additions to this institution are still in st. v nc 
contemplation. These additions will comprise a block to be 
built in the centre, containing sittingrooms for the more t>ouble 
some patients. This will add greatly to the comfort of the patiente, 
as additional dayroorn accommodation for acute cases is urgently 
required. The institution now contains over 100 ladies. 
the past year it has lost, by the death of Dr, Thomas FitzPatricl^ 
of D^iiblin, its founder and patron. We may be allowed to pay 
our tribute to the memory of one to whose charity and untiring 
energy in good works this Hospital will be a lasting memorial. 

The Stewart Institution. — A change has taken pla^ m the 
management of this institution owing to the death of Dr. ^im, 
who for so many years acted as Superintendent. He 
succeeded by Dr. Rainsford, who previously acted ^ ^ 

Medical Officer at the Bristol Borough Asylum The accommoda 
tion for private patients has been improved by 'additional [urnitu 
and brighter surroundings, and that for the imbecile children 
been enlarged. The patients supported by Government have 
now been reduced to one man and one woman. 


Voluntary Boarders. 

A number of voluntary boarders continue to reside in some of 
these institutions, but we have in all cases coming under oui 
cognisance, as far as possible, enforced conditions I’ogf "ng tl eir 
residence similar to those observed in Dngland, as set forth in last 
year’s report. 


We have the honour to bo 

Your Excellency’s and Your Lordship’s 
Obedient Servants, 

GEORGE PLUNKETT O’FARREI-L, 
E. MAZIERE COURTENAY, 

Inspectors of Lunatics. 
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Table II Sliowins admissions to District and Private Asylums in 

p 1001 IQQQ 



District Asylums. 

PniVATB Asylums 
YSTITUTIONS FOR Til 

AND 

e Insane 

Teabs. 

Males. 

Femalea. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1881, . 

1,306 

1,196 

2,502 

61 

84 

145 

1882, . 

1,437 

1,208 

2,645 

89 

84 

173 

1883, . 

1,456 

1,249 

2,704 

58 

77 

136 

1884, . 

1,519 

1,217 

2,736 

76 

86 

162 

1885, . 

1,476 

1,374 

2,860 

91 

81 

172 

1886, . 

1,631 

1,215 

2,746 

69 

72 

141 

1887, . 

1,568 

1,305 

2,863 

85 

102 

187 

1888 . 

1,513 

1,308 

2,821 

75 

71 

146 

1889, . 

1,491 

1,465 

2,956 

86 

79 

165 

1890, . 

1,643 

1,452 

3,095 

77 

70 

147 

A-VERAGE number\ 





80 

157 

of admissions du- | 
ring the 10 tears I 
from 1881-1890. ^ 

1,493 

1,299 

2,792 

77 

1891, . 

1,658 

1,352 

3,010 

92 

75 

167 

1892, . 

1,733 

1,448 

3,181 

81 

79 

160 

1893, . 

1,735 

1,472 

3,207 

77 

83 

160 

1894, . 

1,726 

1,503 

3,229 

91 

71 

162 

1895, , 

1,754 

1,462 

3,216 

97 

81 

178 

1896, . 

1,815 

1.514 

3,329 

104 

90 

194 

1897, . 

1,796 

1,489 

3,285 

102 

105 

207 

1898, . 

1,877 

1,592 

3,469 

96 

106 

302 


Table III.— Showing the number of “Goveriimenl 

Stewart Institution on the 31st December of each year, from IdBU to 


Years. 

Males 

Females. 

Total. 

Years. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1880, 

4 

16 

20 

1890, 

1 

5 1 

6 

1881, 

4 

14 

18 

1891, 

1 

4 

5 

1882, 

4 

12 

16 

1892, 

1 

4 

5 

1883, 

3 

9 

12 

1893, 

1 


6 

1884, 

3 

9 

12 

1894, , 

1 

3 

4 

1885, 

3 

6 

9 

1895, 

1 

3 

4 

1886, 

3 

6 

9 

1896, 

1 

3 

4 

1887, . 

3 

5 

8 

1897, 

1 

2 


1888, 

3 

5 

8 

1898, 

1 

1 


1889, 

2 

5 

7 





' 
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Table IL Showing for each District Asylum the umber of Patients 

remaining on 31st December, 1897, and also the Tluinber remaining 
on 31st December, 1898, together, with the Daily Average Number 
resident during the Year 1898. 




Number of 


Counties 

Patients 

Asylums. 

comprised in 

remaining on 


present Districts. 

31st Di-coiiiber, 
1897. 


Galway, Co. 

and Town. 
Roscommon, 


Antrim, . 
Belfast City, 


Carrickfer- 
gu3 Town, 


Cai-low, . 
Kildare, . 


Castlebar, . 

Clonmel, 

Cork, 

Mayo, 
Tipperary, 
Cork, Co. and 

City. 

Downpatrick, 

Down, . 

Ennis, . 

Clare, 

Enniscorthy, 

Wexford, 

Kilkenny, 

Kilkenny, Co. 
and City. 

Killarney, . 

Kerry, . 

Letterkenny, 

Donegal, . 

Limerick, 

Limerick, Co. 

and City. 
Londonderry, 
Co. and City. 
King’s and 
Queen’s. 
Monaghan, 1 

Londonderry, 

Maryborough, . 

f 

Monaghan, . s 

Cavan, . j 


Longford, 1 

Mullingar, . 

f 

Meath, . V 
Westmeath, J 
Fermanagh, ) 



Dnblim Co. 

and City. 
Wicklow, 

Richmond, . 

Louth, . 


Drogheda 

Town. 

f 

Leitrim, . 


KirtlBBR OF 

Patibnts 

nEMAlNlNO ON 
31 st Deceiubrr, 




in tNia sinrt tiift fnllowintT Tables of Appendix A include, in the cases of Belfast. 

“to ‘»e 9th »eo. ol the Act 39 and 3i) 

Tio.,c. G7. 
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Admissions, Discharges, Deaths, and Escapes during the Year 1898, 
at the close thereof. 



Deaths. 

Escapes. 

Number uf 
Paliimts 
roniaiuinf on 
31st Due. 1898. 

A8YLUN3. 

Tolal 

Dischireed. 

Ordinary. 

By 

Acoidont. 

By 

Suicide. 

Total 

Deaths. 

M. 

f. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

K. 

T. 

M. 

P. 

T. 

M. 

P 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

p. 

T. 


35 

23 

68 

16 

11 

26 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

11 

26 

1 

- 

1 

238 

2)7 

495 

Arra.agh. 

56 

40 

96 

29 

30 

49 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

31 

20 

61 

- 

- 

- 

651 

435 

1,086 

Ballinasloc. 

70 

68 

138 

45 

34 

79 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

46 

34 

79 

3 

- 

3 

663 

418 

1,011 

Belfast. 

S4 

39 

63 

14 

9 

38 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14 

9 

23 

- 

- 

- 

192 

154 

S4C 

Carlow. 

36 

24 

60 

15 

14 

29 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

16 

14 

30 

- 

- 


338 

208 

646 

Castlebar. 

37 

26 

53 

21 

16 

37 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21 

16 

37 

- 

- 

- 

363 

352 

716 

Clonmel. 

90 

66 

146 

49 

67 

106 

- 

- 

- 


- 


50 

57 

107 

- 

- 

- 

766 

694 

1,460 

Cork. 

25 

37 

63 

26 

27 

53 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

36 

27 

63 

- 

- 

- 

295 

267 

662 

Downpatriok. 

63 

46 

98 

13 

6 

21 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

8 

21 

- 

- 

- 

203 

173 

376 

Ennis. 

22 

31 

63 

30 

12 

42 


- 



- 

- 

31 

12 

43 


- 

1 

239 

182 

421 

Enniscortliy. 

IS 

11 

24 

13 

11 

24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

11 

24 

- 

- 

- 

216 

210 

420 

Kilkenny. 

67 

33 

90 

24 

30 

60 


- 


- 

- 

- 

25 

36 

61 

- 

- 

- 

274 

231 

505 

Killarney. 

63 

21 

78 

32 

32 

44 

- 

- 

- 


1 

2 

23 

23 

46 

“ 

- 

- 

346 

184 

529 

Letterkenuy. 

25 

30 

66 

20 

33 

43 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

23 

43 

- 

- 

- 

316 

313 

629 

Limerick. 

16 

14 

SO 

38 

16 

44 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28 

16 

44 


- 


243 

223 

466 

Londonderry. 

26 

32 

68 

21 

9 

SO 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

31 

9 

30 

- 

- 

- 

247 

210 

467 

Maryborongb. 

42 

33 

74 

27 

27 

54 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

27 

38 

66 

- 

- 

- 

420 

340 

76(1 

Monaghan. 

39 

33 

71 

36 

19 

46 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36 

19 

46 

2 

- 

2 

447 

326 

772 

Mullingar. 

56 

26 

81 

24 

43 

67 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

24 

43 

67 

- 

- 

- 

324 

296 

620 

Omagh, 

92 

84 

176 

60 

93 

163 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

60 

92 

162 

- 

- 

- 

1,037 

1,010 

2,047 

Bichmond. 

36 

30 

66 

18 

33 

41 

- 


- 

- 

- 


18 

33 

41 

1 


1 

378 

236 

614 

Sligo. 

31 

21 

43 

23 

14 

37 

- 

" 


* 

■ 

■ 

23 

14 

37 

■ 

“ 

~ 

228 

218 

446 

Waterford. 

031 

744 

1,666 

663 

633 

1096 

4 

- 

4 

3 

3 

6 

670 

636 

1105 

8 

- 

e 

8,323 

6,960 

16,289 

Total. 
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Table IV. — Showing for each District Asylum the Number of Cases 
admitted, recovered, and under treatment during the Year 1898, as 
compared with the Number of Pehsons admitted, recovered, and 
under treatment. 


Abyiuais, 

AnsiissioNB. 




Recoveries. 


Under Irbatajent. 

Cases. 

Persons. 


Cases. 

T 

ersons. 


Cases. 

Persons. 



M. P. T. 

M. P. 

T. 

M. 

P. 

T. 

M. 

P. T. 

M. 

P. T. 

M. 

P. T. 

Armagli, 


48 48 96 

47 47 

04 

20 

21 

47 

25 

20 46 

289 

291 580 

288 

290 578 

BaUiaasloe, 


12U 101 221 

116 100 

216 

56 

40 

96 

66 

40 96 

738 

496 1,233 

734 

494 1,228 

Belfast, 


155 1S4 289 

163 131 

284 

49 

49 

98 

49 

49 98 

681 

850 1,231 

679 

647 1,226 

Carlow, 


45 37 82 

45 35 

80 

23 

18 

41 

23 

18 41 

240 

192 432 

236 

189 424 

Castlebar, . 


77 43 120 

75 43 

118 

SO 

19 

49 

SC 

19 49 

390 

246 636 

888 

246 634 

Clonmel, . 


66 55 121 

64 65 

119 

25 

24 

49 

25 

24 49 

411 

394 805 

409 

394 603 

Cork, . 


185 121 306 

186 120 

306 

72 

42 

114 

72 

42 114 

906 

806 1.712 

903 

805 1,708 

Downpatrick, 


67 69 126 

67 07 

124 

14 

24 

38 

14 

22 36 

346 

331 677 

344 

326 670 

Ennis, . 


63 61 124 

62 69 

121 

19 

19 

88 

19 

19 38 

2C9 

226 495 

260 

219 479 

Enniscorthy, 


37 37 74 

37 36 

73 

21 

21 

42 

21 

21 42 

293 

226 618 

293 

224 617 

Kilkenny, . 


36 37 72 

36 37 

72 

9 

9 

IS 

S 

9 18 

242 

232 474 

242 

232 474 

Killamey, . 


86 57 142 

83 56 

130 

49 

29 

78 

49 

29 78 

356 

290 646 

364 

289 643 

Letterkenny, 


93 69 102 

86 69 

155 

44 

13 

67 

44 

13 67 

420 

228 648 

413 

228 641 

Limerick, . 


63 07 130 

63 67 

130 

21 

27 

48 

21 

27 48 

361 

366 727 

369 

362 721 

Londonderry, 


43 38 81 

41 38 

79 

12 

10 

22 

12 

10 22 

287 

253 540 

286 

268 638 

ilaryborough, 


64 46 100 

64 43 

97 

26 

26 

62 

26 

26 62 

294 

261 645 

294 

248 642 

Monaghan, . 


84 70 164 

81 68 

149 

38 

30 

68 

38 

30 68 

489 

400 889 

486 

398 884 

Mullingar, 


84 64 148 

83 64 

147 

31 

26 

50 

31 

26 66 

614 

37G 89C 

613 

376 889 

Omagh, 


06 75 171 

93 74 

167 

48 

26 

73 

47 

26 72 

403 

366 768 

397 

362 759 

Bichmond, 


245 240 494 

242 246 

488 

71 

67 

128 

70 

67 127 

1,189 

1,186 2,376 

1,183 

1,178 2,361 

Sligo, . 


03 69 162 

89 67 

146 

15 

20 

36 

16 

20 $6 

432 

289 721 

420 

286 712 

Waterford, . 


49 65 104 

48 66 

103 

16 

17 

32 

16 

17 32 

272 

263 626 

271 

263 624 

Total. . 

1 

1 

1877jl692 3469 1839 1567 

i 1 

3406 

714 

665 

1,279 

711 

562 1,273 

9,822 

8,24618067 

9,766 

8,109 17.988 
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Table VI.— Showing length of Residence in District Asylums of 
the Patients who were discharged Recovered during the 
Year 1898, and also of those who Died. 




Recovered. 


Died. 


Length op Residence. 









Males. 

Fomalft 

. Total. 

Males 

Female 

. Total. 

Under 1 month, . 


18 

10 

28 

34 

48 

82 

From 1 to 3 months, 


203 

105 

308 

67 

39 

. 96 

.. 3 „ 0 „ . . 


232 

195 

427 

49 

37 

86 

» 6 „ 0 „ ... 


98 

93 

191 

28 

21 

49 

.• 0 » 12 „ . . 


52 

45 

97 

26 

20 

45 

„ 1 2 years, 


66 

70 

186 

69 

61 

130 

)i 1 i> 3 „ 


19 

20 

39 

60 

61 

101 

» 8 „ 5 „ . . 


15 

13 

28 

61 

71 

132 

" » 7 


2 

5 

7 

SO 

41 

71 

.. 7 „10 


3 

4 

7 

44 

64 

98 

. .. 10 ,,12 


8 

2 

5 

26 

17 

42 

„ 12 16 


2 

2 

4 

16 

17 

.83 

„ 15 , 20 „ . . . 


- 

I 

1 

30 

26 

65 

,. 20 25 „ 


1 

- 

i 

20 

16 

36 

„ 26 „ 80 „ . . . 


- 

- 

- 

19 

13 

32 

„ 80 „ 86 „ 


- 

- 

- 

10 

4 

14 

36 „ 40 „ . . 


- i 

- 


3 

- 

3 

Upwiirdsof 10 „ , . . 


- 

“ 


- 

- 

- 

Total, 


714 

666 

1,279 

670 

686 

1,106 
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Table VIL — Showing for each District Asylum the Percentage 
of Recoveries on the Admissions, and also the Percentage of 
Deaths on the Daily Average Number Resident during the 
Tear 1898, 


1 ASYLUMS. 

Percentago of Recuvories 
on Admissions. 

Percuntage of Deaths on 
Daily Average Number 
Rosident. 






Al. 

p. 

T. 

M. 

p. 

T. 

Armagh, 





64-2 

43-7 

49-0 

6-3 

4-4 

6-3 

Ballinasloe, . 





467 

39-6 

43-4 

4-8 

4-8 

4-8 

Belfast 





31-6 

3G'G 

38-9 

8-0 

7-9 

7-9 

Carlow, 





611 

48'6 

60-0 

7-2 

5-8 

6-C 

Castlebar, 





39-0 

44-2 

40-8 

5-0 

• 6-C 

6-6 

Clonmel, . 





37-9 

43'6 

40-6 

6-9 

1-G 

5-i 

Cork, 





38'9 

347 

37-3 

6-7 

8-3 

7-4 

Downpatriuk, . 





24-6 

34‘8 

30-2 

8-9 

lO'l 

9-4 

Ennis, , 





30-2 

311 

30-6 

6-3 

47 

6-6 

Enniscorthy, . 





66'8 

66-8 

56-8 

12-C 

6-6 

10-0 

Kilkenny, 





267 

24'3 

25’0 

Cl 

6-4 

C-8 

Killarney, 





67-6 

60‘9 

S4-9 

91 

10-8 

9-9 

Letterkenny, 1. 





47-3 

18-8 

36-2 

6-8 

13-3 

0-0 

Limerick, 





33-3 

40-3 

3C-9 

6-6 

7-C 

7-0 

Londonderry, 





27-9 

2G'3 

27-2 

11-3 

7-4 

9-6 

Maryborough, 


i 



481 

66'6 

62-0 

8-6 

4-3 

6-C 

Monaghan, 

. ‘ 




46'2 

42'9 

441 

6-6 

8-2 

7-3 

Mullingar, 





36'9 

391 

37-8 

6-8 

6-0 

60 

Omagh, , 





60-0 

33-3 

42'7 

77 

147 

111 

Bichmond, . 





29-0 

22-9 

26-9 

6-1 

9-6 

7-8 

Sligo 





161 

33-9 

23-0 

6-1 

9-6 

6-0 

Waterford, . 





30-6 

SO’O 

30-8 

10-1 

6-6 

8-4 

Total, 

■ 


• 


B8'0 

86'5 

80-9 

7 0 

7-8 

"1 
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Table VIII. — -Showing the Authority for the Admission of 

during the year ended 


Asylums. 

Ordinary Casrs admitted 
UNDER Privy Council Rule No. XVIII. 

Soldiers 

tributingto 

mainten* 

anco 

admitted 
under 
Privy 
Council 
Rule 
No. XV. 

Patients 
contributing to 
mainteiianco 
admiitcd under 
Privy Council Rule 
No. XXIX. 

Admiftcd by 
Order of 
the Board. 

Admitted as 
urgent by the 
Physicians. 

Admitted 
by Order of 
the Lord 
Chancellor. 

Admitted by 
Order of the 
Inspectorsof 
Lunatics. 



M. 

r. 

T. 

M. 

r. 

T. 

M, 

F. 

T. 

M. 


T. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Armagh, . . 





12 

27 

39 











Balllnasloe, 





6 

17 

22 





1 

1 





Belfast, . . 


2 

2 

4 

78 

102 

180 







4 


1 

1 

Carlow, . 





13 

18 

31 

1 


1 




2 




Castlebar, 


8 

0 

14 














Clonmel, 





16 

21 

37 











Cork, 





24 

33 

57 


1 

1 




7 

1 


1 

Downpatrick, 





26 

41 

66 








1 

2 

3 

Ennis, . . 


2 


2 

17 

28 

45 











Enniseoi'thy, . 





18 

18 

36 











Kilkenny , 





3 

9 

12 








2 


2 

Killarney, 





6 

11 

16 











Lettcrkenny, . 





8 

10 

18 











Limerick, 





IS 

28 

41 











Londonderry, 





IG 

18 

34 











Maryborough, 





20 

25 

45 











Monaghan, . 





3 

6 

8 











Mullingar, . 





6 

7 

12 









1 

1 

Omagh, 





6 

11 

17 











Richmond, 


1 

4 

6 

25 

61 

76 

1 


1 


1 

1. 

6 

S 

6 

11 

Sligo, . . 


1 


1 

1 

3 

4 











Waterford, 



1 

1 

22 

31 

53 











Total. . 


14 

13 

27 

335 

614 

849 

2 

1 



3 


2 

2 

18 

9 

10 

19 
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Patients into each District Asylum, and also the Number Admitted, 
31st December, 1898. 


7 

DMITTBD BY OrDBR OF 
Loiio JLikutbnant. 

Dasoerocs Lukatids. 

Total Admitted 
during Year. 

ASYiiUMS. 


From 

Central 

Asylum, 

Dundrum. 

Lunatics 
charged with 
or convicted 0 
Oifonoes, or 
detained in 
default of 
Surety to 
keep the 
Peace. 

Committed by 
Justices under the 
Act 30 & 31 Vic., 
0 . 118, sec. 10. 

Admitted 
under the 
Army Act, 
881, sco.^1 


u. 

F. T. 

M. 

F. T. 

H. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. T. 

u. 

F. 

T. 







34 

21 

55 

2 

. 2 

48 

48 

96 

Armagh. 




2 

3 5 

112 

80 

192 

1 

1 

120 

101 

221 

Ballinasloe. 


1 

1 

6 

1 7 

64 

28 

92 



155 

134 

289 

Belfast. 






29 

19 

46 



45 

87 

82 

Carlow. 



1 


1 

67 

36 

103 


. 

77 

43 

120 

Castlobar. 


1 

. 1 



49 

34 

83 



66 

65 

121 

Clonmel. 



2 

6 

3 

3 141 

84 

225 

6 

. 

185 

121 

306 

Cork. 






31 

26 

67 



67 

69 

128 

Downpatrick. 






44 

33 

77 



63 

61 

124 

Ennis. 




1 

1 

2 18 

18 

36 



37 

37 

74 

Enniscorthy. 




2 


2 S8 

28 

66 



35 

37 

72 

Kilkenny. 






. 79 

46 

125 



86 

67 

142 

Killamey. 






86' 

59 

144 



93 

69 

162 

Letterkenny. 




d 

4 

8 45 

36 

80 

1 


1 63 

67 

ISO 

Limerick. 




1 


1 26 

20 

46 



. 43 

88 

81 

Londonderry. 




1 


2 32 

20 

62 

1 


1 64 

46 

100 

Maryborough. 




1 


79 

65 

144 

1 


1 84 

70 

154 

Monaghan. 




. 1 


1 76 

66 

132 

2 


2 84 

64 

148 

Mullingar. 




. 1 


1 88 

64 

152 

1 


1 96 

76 

171 

Omagh. 




1 16 

6 

22 188 

181 

369 

3 


3 246 

249 

494 

Richmond. 




. 1 

1 

2 90 

65 

145 



. 93 

69 

162 

Sligo. 




2 

1 

S 34 

22 

46 

1 


1 49 

65 

104 

Waterford. 


G 

. 

s. 

22 

65 1.42S 

1,03 

0|2,46 

IS 

■ 

19 1,877 

1,592 

8,46 

TotaL 
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Table IX. — Showing in Quinquennial Periods the Ages of 
the Patients who were Admitted, and who Recovered 
during the Year 1898 ; and also of those who were 
Remaining in the District Asylums on the 31st Decem- 
ber, 1898. 


Aobs. 

Admiaaions. 

BecOTeriea. 

Remaining on 
3 1st Deoembor, 
1898. 



M. 

P. 

T. 

M. 

p. 

T. 

u. 

p. 

T. 

From 6 to 10 Tears, 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

,, 10 „ 16 


6 

8 

14 

- 

3 

8 

16 

12 

28 

„ 16 „ 20 

-• 

106 

102 

208 

48 

60 

98 

214 

178 

392 

„ 20 „ 26 

■■ 

287 

196 

482 

127 

66 

192 

660 

474 

1,134 

.. 30 


294 

226 

620 

116 

94 

209 

1,013 

725 

1,738 

„ 80 „ 86 


242 

196 

438 

96 

61 

157 

1,107 

736 

1,843 

„ 86 „ 40 


216 

172 

388 

68 

68 

134 

1,091 

807 

1,898 

„ 40 „ 45 


152 

177 

329 

68 

60 

118 

986 

881 

1,867 

» 46 „ 60 


126 

124 

260 

53 

64 

107 

624 

780 

1,604 

„ 60 „ 66 


128 

134 

262 

61 

42 

93 

738 

785 

1,518 

66 „ 60 


101 

84 

186 

41 

28 

69 

699 

548 

1,147 

„ 60 „ 66 


84 

86 

170 

28 

17 

40 

470 

452 

922 

.. 66 „ 70 


47 

43 

90 

13 

13 

26 

239 

229 

468 

70 „ 75 

•• 

31 

18 

49 

6 

3 

9 

133 

169 

292 

78 „ 80 


16 

7 

22 

4 

4 

8 

69 

62 

131 

„ 80 „ 35 

■■ 

8 

3 

11 

- 

- 

- 

27 

27 

54 

» 35 „ 90 


3 

3 

6 

- 

- 

- 

6 

12 

\ 17 

Unknown, 


31 

13 

44 

11 

6 

16 

137 

98 

236 

Total, 


1,877 

1,692 

3,469 

714 

566 

1,279 

8,323 

6,966 

16,289 
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Table X. — Showing the Educational Condition of Patients 
remaining in District Asylums on 31st December, 1898. 


Educational Condition. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Well Educated, . ...... 

S77 

579 

1,256 

Can Read and Write well, , . . . • 

1,823 

1,368 

3,191 

„ „ indifferently, .... 

2,746 

1,910 

4,656 

Can Read only, 

1,028 

1,173 

2,201 

Cannot Read or Write, ...... 

1,514 

1,326 

2,840 

Unascertained, 

535 

610 

1,145 

Total, ,..••• 

8,323 

6,966 

16,289 


Table XL — Showing the Social Condition as to Marriage of the 
Patients in District Asylums, who were Admitted, who 
Eecovered, and who Died during the Year 1898. 


— 

Admissions. 

Recoveries. 

Deiths. 


M. 

P. 

T. 

M. 

P. 

T. 

M 

F. 

T. 


508 

509 

1,017 

210 

226 

486 

158 

139 

297 


1,242 

908 

2,160 

473 


773 

361 

322 

683 

Widowed, 

69 

145 

214 

13 

32 

45 

23 

67 

80 

Unascertained, . . 

68 

30 

88 

18 

7 

26 

28 

17 

45 

Total. 

1,877 

1,692 

3,469 

714 

565 

1,279 

670 

535 

1,105 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 












64 


AppeTidix to FoHy-eighth Report on District, Criminal, [App, A. 


Table XII. — Showing the Causes of Death in the District 



CEREBRAL AND SPINAL AFFECTIONS. 

THORACIC DISEASES. 

AGBS. 

Apoplexy and Paralysis. 

Epilepsy and Convnl- 

sions. 

General Paralysis of the 
Insane. 

Exhaustion after Mania 
or Melancholia. 

Organic Disease. 

Tumours. 

Consumption. 

Inflammation of Lungs 
and Membranes. 

Other Pulmonary 
Diseases. 

Diseases of Heart and 

Arteries. 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

U. 

F. 

From 5 to 10 years, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

„ 10 to 15 „ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

„ 15 to 20 „ 

- 

2 

4 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

„ 20 to 25 „ 

- 

1 

5 

1 

1 

- 

3 

4 

1 

2 

- 

- 

17 

21 


1 

- 

1 

4 

- 

26 to 30 

- 

- 

6 

7 

5 

1 


1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

33 

29 

5 

- 

- 

2 

3 

3 

„ 30 to 35 „ 

2 

- 

4 

- 

4 

2 

3 

9 

- 

2 

- 

- 

24 

30 

6 

3 

2 

1 

- 

1 

„ 35 to 40 

- 

2 

3 

4 

13 

2 

5 

2 

5 

2 

- 

- 

21 

22 

5 

3 

- 

1 

1 

3 

„ 40 to 45 „ 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

- 

6 

4 

5 

- 

- 

- 

14 

22 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

8 

„ 45 to 50 „ 

1 

1 

2 

- 

4 

- 

7 

4 

2 

1 

- 

1 

14 

21 

4 

5 

2 

1 

2 

5 

„ 60 to 55 „ 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

8 

8 

3 

- 


- 

9 

16 

2 

3 

- 

1 

3 

4 

„ 65 to 60 „ 

5 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

5 

4 

6 

- 


8 

10 

4 

4 

4 

5 

8 

11 

„ 60 to 65 „ 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

.. 

7 

2 

6 

3 

- 

- 

6 

7 

8 

6 

2 

4 

3 

3 

„ 65 to 70 

5 

4 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

3 

4 

4 

3 

1 

5 

7 

„ 70 to 75 „ 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

3 


8 

6 

„ 75 to 80 „ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

3 

„ 80 to 85 „ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

I 

1 

„ 85 & upwards, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 


- 

2 

Unknown, . 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 


- 

- 

1 


ToUl, 

22 

18 

31 

18 

36 

5 

51 

43 

30 

19 

- 

2 

151 

188 

47 

42 

19 



18 

40 

68 
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Asylums during the year 1898, and Ages at Death. 
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Table XIII — Showing the probable Causes of Insanity in the 
Patients who were admitted into District Asylums durino- the 
Year 1898. ° 


Causes. 

Maled. 

Femaies, 

Total. 

Mokai. Causes: — 




Domestic trouble, ...... 

42 

65 

107 

Adyerse circumstances, ..... 

S2 

16 

47 

Mental anxiety and worry, . . ' . 

32 

20 

68 

Deligious excitement, . . ... 

24 

36 

60 

Love affairs, ....... 

2 

10 

12 

Fright and nervous shock, .... 

19 

32 

51 

Physicai, Causes: — 




Intemperance in drink, ..... 

244 

67 

311 

„ sexual, ..... 

1 

2 

3 

Venereal disease, . . , • i . 

7 

1 

8 

Self abuse (sexual), ..... 

29 

1 

30 

Over-exertion, 

6 

6 

12 

Sunstroke, ....... 

24 

3 

27 

Accident or injury, ...... 

36 

2 

86 

Preguancy, ....... 

- 

7 

7 

Parturition and the puerperal state, .... 

- 

41 

« 

Lactation, 

- 

5 

6 

Uterine and ovarian disorders, .... 

- 

9 

9 

Puberty, 

9 

5 

14 

Change of life, . ..... 

- 

20 

20 

Fevers, ....... 

2 

4 

6 

Privation and starvation, • • . . , 

17 

6 

23 

Old age, ....... 

35 

61 

96 

Other bodily diseases or disorders, . 

94 

71 

165 

Previous attacks, ..... 

158 

166 

824 

Hereditary influences, ...... 

464 

395 

859 

Congenital defect, 

65 

37 

102 

Other ascertained causes, .... 

28 

46 

74 

Unknown, 

504 

449 

953 

Insanity Doubtful, ...... 

3 

4 

7 

Total. . . . , j 

1,877 

1,592 

3,469 
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liBPE XlV.-Showing the Forms of Mental Disease in the Patients wlio 
were Admitted, who Recovered, and who Died in the District Asylums 


during the year 1898. 




Forms or Mbxtal Disbase. 

Admissions. 

BeooTerles. 

D 

aths. 


1 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F, 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T, 

Oongenital or 
lofantile Slent 

rwith Epilepsy, 

18 

8 

26 

1 

- 

1 

12 

6 

17 

al! 1 



135 





13 

29 

Doflciency, 

(.■without „ . 1 

88 

47 







Epilepsy acquired, . 

65 

38 

93 

13 

3 

16 

31 

22 

53 

Qoneral Paralysis of tlie Insane, . 

37 

1 

38 

- 

- 

- 

88 

5 

43 

f 

Acute, . 

476 

402 

878 

240 

179 

419 

71 

83 

154 


Chronic, 

208 

192 

400 

40 

29 

69 

132 

138 

270 


■Recurrent, . 

214 

201 

416 

116 

97 

213 

32 

26 

56 

Mania 

A Potu, 

107 

38 

145 

93 

27 

120 

11 

1 

12 


Puei’peral, . 

- 

37 

37 

- 

24 

24 

- 

4 

4 


Senile,! • 

39 

84 

7S 

4 

2 

G 

16 

IS 

29 


Acute, • 

321 

359 

680 

126 

140 

265 

66 

91 

167 


Chi*onie, . 

132 

68 

200 

31 

13 

44 

84 

45 

79 

Melancholia 

Recurrent, • 

67 

69 

120 

26 

35 

61 

12 

7 

19 


Puerperal, . 

- 

8 

8 

- 

3 

8 

- 

" 



Senile, 

23 

22 

45 

4 

6 

9 

9 

9 

18 


Primary, 

14 

9 

23 

6 

2 

7 

9 

6 

16 










86 

92 


Secondary, 

85 

■ 33 








Dementia 

Senile, 

32 

29 

61 

2 

- 

2 

20 

SO 

60 


Organic {i.e.,iron 
Tumours, Coars 
Brain Disease, &c 

) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

4 

1 

5 

Not Insane or Insanity Douhtfu. 


6 

17 

7 

4 

1 




Total, 

. 1 1,87 

1,59 

3,46 

9 71 

56 

6 1.2? 

9 57 

532 

1,105 

1 ' F 'J. 
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Tahle X.V. — Statement in accordance with the Act 31 & 32 Vic., cap. 9/, 
Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, and also of all Charges and Payments in 
Auditors when auditing the Accounts for the Year 1897 together with 
been recovered and paid to the Credit of the (.lovernors, and of any 
Disallowed, Reduced, or Inserted by the Auditors. 


ASVLUMS. 

Date of 

Coinmencmm-nt 
of Audit. 

Date of 
Coni-luBion 
o( Audit. 

Tartu uhrsof all Charges and Paymcnls 
which liavo been Disallowed, Reduced, 
01 Iiisortod by the Auditors. 

Armagh, . 

9 Nov., 1898, 

17 Nov., 1898, 

A sum of £o paid to a Water Diviner 
for “ a professional visit and search 
for water,” disallowed. 

Jaliinasloe, • • 

14 June, 1898, 

16 June, 1898, 

Nil, 

Belfast, 

18 May, 1898, 

31 May, 3898, 

Nil, 

Carlow, 

20 July, 1898, 

23 July, 1898, 

Nil, 

Castlebar, • < 

19 May, 1898, 

20 May, 1898, 

Nil, 

Clonmel, , 

16 May, 1898, 

21 May, 1898, 

Nil, 

Cork, • 

10 May, 1898, 

14 June, 1898, 

Nil, 

Downpatrick, . 

15 June, 1898, 

18 June, 1898, 

Nil, 

Ennis, 

18 May, 1898, 

8 June, 1898, 

Nil, 

Enniscortliy, 

29 June, 1898, 

30 June, 1898, 

Nil, 

K.ilkeimy, . . 

7 June, 1898, 

9 June, 1898, 

Nil, 

fCillarney, . 

1 June, 1898, 

21 June, 1898, 

Nil, 

Lettcrkeimy, 

3 Aug., 1898, 

5 Aug., 1898, 

Nil, 

Limerick, . 

18 April, 1898, 

19 April, 1898, 

Nil, 

1 Londonderry, . 

28 April, 1898, 

4 May, 1898, 

Nil, 

' Maryborough, . 

25 Mar., 1898, 

1 April, 1898, 

Nil, 

Monaghan, 

13 April, If 98, 

19 April, 1898, 

Nil, 

j Mullingar, 

9 April, 1898, 

15 April, 1898, 

Overpayment to a contractor to the 
amount of £8, disallowed. 

Omagh, 

19 April, 1898, 

26 April, 1898, 

Nil, 

llichmond. 

26 April, 1898, 

12 July, 1898, 

Nil, 

Sligo, 

23 June, 1898, 

25 June, 1898, 

Nil, 

Waierfori, 

16 May, 1898, 

18 May, 1898, 

Nil, 
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G!) 


sec. 1-t, of the dates of the auditing of the Accounts of the District 
the Accounts which have been Disallowed, Reduced, or Inserted by the 
the amount of any Disallowances, Reductions, or In.sertious which have 
steps which have been taken at Law for the recovery of any Sums 


Amount ol any 
Uisalluwancoi, 
R«ducUon8, or 
Insertions 
which havo 
been recovered 
and paid to tho 
credit of the 
Governors. 

Steps taken at Law for the recovery 
of Sums Disallowed, Reduced, or Inserted 
by the Auditors. 

Names of tho several 
Auditors. 

£ S. d. 

5 0 0 

Niine necessary — amount paid by 

R. Bourke, esq., junior. 


Resident Sfedical Superintendent 



who held office when expense was 



incurred. 

Captain Graham Wynne, 



Col. R. M. Studdert. 




Courtenay Croker, esq. 



Captain Graham Wynne. 



Captain William Gibson. 




John II. Calvert, esq. 


_ 

Col. R. M. Studdert. 




William Edward Ellis, esq. 


— 

James W. Drury, esq. 



Courtenay Croker, esq. 




John H. Calvert, esq. 




C. D. Barry, esq. 



William Edward Ellis, esq. 



D. B. Sheehan, esq. 




Captain William Gibson. 



D. B. Sheehan, esq. 

8 0 0 

None necessary— overpayment refunded 

Captain William Gibson. 


by contractor. 




D. B. Sheehan, esq. 


_ 

R. J. Newell, esq. 


_ 

C. P. Barrj*, esq. 

- 

1 

Conitcnay Croker, esq, 
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Table XVI. — Showi ng the q uantity of Land in connection, with each District 
Asylum, and how it was utilized during the year' ended the Slat 
December, 1898. 


Quantity op Land connkcted with each Asylum. 


Asylums. 

Quantity of Land under Grass 

iNd Cultivated. 

Buildings, 
Courts, 
Woods, &c. 

Total Quantity 
of Land. 

By Spado.' 

By Plough. 

In Grass. 


A. 

R. 

p. 

A. 

R. 

p. 

A. 

B. 

P. 

A. 

R. 

p. 

A. 

B. p. 

Armagh, . 

8 

2 

0 


— 


9 

0 

8 

15 

0 

0 

32 

2 8 

Bnllinasloe, . 

26 

0 

24 


— 


106 

1 24 

40 

0 

20 

171 

2 28 

Belfast, 

11 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

19 

0 

0 

20 

2 

0 

65 

2 0 

Do. (Purdysbuin 















Estate), 

18 

0 

0 

27 

0 

0 

121 

0 

0 

129 

0 

16 

295 

0 16 

Do. (Antrim 















Estate), 

0 

2 

0 


— 


136 

2 

0 

13 

0 

0 

150 

0 0 

Carlow, • . 

7 


0 

1 


0 

15 

0 

0 

2 

.3 

24 

26 

1 24 

Castlebar, . 

12 

2 

0 

3 

2 

0 

16 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

S8 

0 0 

Clonmel, . . 

6 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

15 


38 

39 

1 38 

Cork, . 

22 

0 

0 

24 

0 

0 

67 

0 

0 

47 

0 

0 

160 

0 0 

Downpatrick, 

7 


0 

35 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

28 

0 

25 

IIU 

1 25 

Ennis, . 

6 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

31 

0 

0 

12 

0 

23 

69 

0 23 

Enniscorthy, 

4 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

8 

3 

0 

15 

2 

0 

(a) 48 

1 0 

Kilkenny, . 

2 

0 

0 

20 

2 

13 

10 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

50 

2 13 

Killarney, . 

7 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

10 


35 

12 

0 

0 

43 

1 :i5 

Letterkenny, 

20 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 





14 

0 

0 

40 

0 0 

Limerick, 

*24 

0 

36 


— 


48 


25 

15 

1 

^2 

88 

0 3 

Ijomlonderry, . 

11 

0 

0 

81 

2 

15 

131 

3 

14 

92 

2 

11 

317 

0 0 

Maryborough, 

2 

0 

0 

22 

3 

0 

41 

1 

3 

8 

1 

9 

74 

1 12 

Monngliiin, , 

6 

0 

0 

24 

0 

0 

46 

0 

0 

2« 

3 

10 

106 

3 10 

Mullingar, . 

1 1 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

190 


6J 

17 

0 

0 

232 

1 6; 

Omagh, » . 

31 

1 

2 





54 

0 

0 

61 

1 

3 

136 

2 5 

Richmond, . • 

9 

0 

U 

16 

0 

0 

9 

J 

2 

23 

2 

36 

57 

3 38 

Do. (Portrane 















Estate), . 

4 

3 

0 

39 

0 

0 

282 

0 

0 

143 

3 

35 

469 

2 35 

Sligo. . 

22 

2 

0 

6 

2 

0 

45 

1 

7 

14 

3 

0 

89 

0 7 

Waterford, , • 

7 

0 

0 

32 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

16 

2 

33} 

63 

2 38: 

Total, . • 

285 

s 

22 

422 

0 

28 

1,456 

2 

H 

801 

1 

30} 

2,966 

0 5 


Add additional land recently acquired for farming, but not yet 
laid out or under cultivation, viz. ; — 

(o) Enniscorthy — additional land, . , , , • 20 1 7 


Gross Total, . . .1 2,9rt6 1 12 


'* Ci^ltivated by both spade and plough. 
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Table XXL— Cost of District Asylums on the Local Rates. 




Amounts paid by Districts. ' 1 







Estimated 






poundage of 



Payable towards 

Towards 


sum paid 

Asylums. 

comprised in 
DistriotB. 

Building Fund 
during 

Maiiitunanco 

during 

Total. 

rateable 



2 month] ended 




31st March, 

31st December, 


iu District. 



1899. 

1898. 





£ 8. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

Pence. 

Armagh, 

Armagh, 

3,379 10 10 

7,950 19 11 

11,346 10 9 

6-1 

Ballinasloe, . j 

Galway Co. and! 
Town, [ 

3,414 17 0 

10,000 0 0 

13,414 17 0 

4-3 

Roscommon, J 





( 

Antrim, . 





“Antrim, . -s 

Carriekfergus 1 

3,875 18 3 

1 19,198 10 11 

25,338 13 6 

4-0 

L 

Town. J 




Belfast, 

Belfast City, 

2,263 18 4 




Carlow, . 1 

Carlow, . 1 

1,198 16 10 

5,276 11 8 

6,475 8 6 

3 1 

Kildare, . 3 





Castlebar, . 

Mayo, . 

1,626 9 9 

6,591 8 0 

8 217 17 9 

6-2 

Clonmel, 

Tipperary, . 

1.066 10 10 

10,985 0 11 

12,051 11 9 

4’2 

Cork, . 

Cork, Co. & City, 

6,178 1 3 

18,129 4 0 

24,307 6. 3 

4-7 

Downpatrick, 

Down, . 

1,002 10 1 

5,225 17 0 

6.228 7 1 

1-5 

Ennis, . 

Clare, . 

453 13 1 

3,466 15 11 

3,920 9 0 

2-9 

Enniseorthy, 

Wexford, 

1,386 1 4 

7,000 0 0 

8,386 1 4 

6-3 

Kilkenny, . 

Kilkenny, Co. and 

1,679 8 8 

6,100 0 0 

6,779 8 8 

4'8 

Killamey. . 

City. 
Keny, . 

2,223 6 9 

5,789 0 11 

8,012 7 8 

65 

Letterkenny, 

Donegal, 

3,187 7 4 

7,691 15 6 

10,879 2 10 

8-6 

Limerick, . 

Lim erick, Co. and 

859 12 8 

6,637 13 0 

7,497 5 8 

3’4 

LondondeiTy, 

City. 

Londonderry, Co. 

5,024 15 5 

5,807 19 4 

10.832 14 9 

6’4 

Maryborough, . 

and City. 

King’s & Queen’s, 

3,445 5 10 

8,431 18 5 

11,877 4 3 

5-6 

Monaghan, . | 

Monaghan, . | 

2,289 15 8 

9,500 0 0 

11,789 16 8 

61 

Cavan, . 3 






Longford, . "I 





Mullingar, \ 

1 

Meath, . . ^ 

4,930 5 5 

17,689 8 0 

22,619 13 6 

5'3 


Westmeath,. j 





Omagh, . 1 

f 

Fermanagh, . "I 

Tyrone, . 3 

Dublin Co. and^ 

1,575 4 1 

9,698 10 0 

11,373 14 1 

3'9 

Richmond . 

City. 

WicMow, . 1 

8.702 12 3 

34,656 13 7 

43,359 5 10 

50 

Louth, . 






DroghedaTown,j 





Sligo, 

Leitrim. 
Sligo, . 

177 2 10 

5,925 6 10 

6.102 9 8 

41 

Waterford, . 

Waterfoi'd Co 
and City. 

2,261 13 4 

5,973 6 8 

8,235 0 0 

6 2 







Total, . 

62,202 17 10 

i 

216,742 6 7 

1 

278.945 4 5 

4'6 


•This Asylum is in course of erection. 
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Table XXIL — Giving the Names of the Resident Medical 
Su]Derintendents of District Asylums. 


Anyhiras. 

Counties, &c., comprised 
in Districts. 

Resident Medical Superintendents. 

Antrim, . 

Antrim and Town of Car- 
rickfergus. 

Samuel Graham, M.C.P.E. 

Armagh, . 

iVxmagh, 

George R. Lawless, f.r.C.S.1. 

Ballinasloe, . 

Galway, County and Town, 
and Roscommon. 

R. V. Fletcher, F.R.C.S.1. 

Belfast, . 

Belfast City, .... 

William Graham, M.D. 

Carlow, . 

Carlow and Kildare, . 

Thomas P. O'Meara, M.B. 

Castlebar, 

Mayo, 

George W. Hatchell, L.R.C.P.I. 

Clonmel, . 

Tipperary, .... 

W. Hastings Garner, F.B.C.S.I. 

Cork, . , 

Cork, County and City, 

Oscar T. Woods, M.D. 

Downpatrick, 

Down, 

M. J. Nolan, L.E.C.S.I. 

Ennis, 

Clare, 

Vacant. 

Enniscorthy, . 

Wexford, .... 

Thomas Drapes, M.B. 

Kilkenny, 

Kilkenny, Co. and City, . 

George F. West, L.R.C.P. & S., EDIN. 

Killarney, 

Kerry, 

L. T. Griffin, L R.C.S.I. 

Letterkenny, . 

Donegal, 

E. E. Moore, M.D. 

Limerick, 

Limerick, County and City, 

Edward D. O’Neill, L.R.C.S.I. 

Londonderry, . 

Londonderry, Co. and City, 

C. E. Hetherington, M.B. 

Maryborough, 

King’s and Queen’s, . 

Joseph H. Hatchell, F.R.C.P.I. 

Monaghan, 

Cavan and Monaghan, 

Edward Taylor, L.R.C.S.I. 

Mullingar,' 

Longford, Meath, and West- 
meath. 

Arthur Finogan, L.R.C.P.I. 

Omagh, . 

Fermanagh and Tyrone, . 

George E. Carre, M.B. 

Richmond, 

Dublin, County and City ; 
Wicklow, liouth, and 
Drogheda Town. 

ConoUy Norman, F.R.C.P.I. 

Sligo, 

Leitrim and Sligo, 

Joseph Petit, L.E.c.s.l. 

Waterford, . 

Waterford, County and 
City. 

James A. Oakshott, M.D. 
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APPENDIX B. 


Table I. — Showing the Admissions, Discharges, and Deaths, &c., in the 
Central Criminal Lunatic Asylum, Dundrum, during the Year 1898. 


— 

Hales. 

Females 

Total. 

In Asylum on 31st December, 1897, 




150 

20 

170 

Admitted during the year 1898, . 




17 

2 

19 

Total number under treatment during year . 

167 

22 

189 

Discharged during the year — 

M. 

F. 

T. 




Recovered, .... 

8 

1 

9 




Relieved, .... 

7 

- 

7 




Not Improved, 

1 


1 








16 

1 

17 

Deatts during the year— 







From Natural Causes, 

3 


3 




From Accidental Causes, . 

- 


- 




By Suicide, , . 

- 

- 

- 








3 

- 

3 

Escapes during the year, . 



• 

- 

- 

- 

Total discharges, deaths, and escapes during year. 



19 

1 

20 

Remaining in Asylum on 31st December, 1898, . 

• 


148 

21 

169 

Daily average number of patients in Asylum during 1898 


144- 

20-6 

164*6 

1 Per-oentage of deaths on daily average number of Patients, . 

2-08 

- 

1-82 
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Table III. — Showing the previou.s Mental History of the Patients 
who were admitted into the Dundrum Criminal Lunatic 
Asylum during the Year 1898. 


! Slates. 

Females 

Total. 

Ke-admissions, ....... 

1 

_ 

1 

First admission, but stated not to be the first attack of Insanity, 

2 

1 

3 

First attack, or no information on the subject, . 

14 

1 

16 

Total 

17 

2 

19 

Known to have actually attempted suicide, . . 

_ 

_ 


Regarded as being Suicidal, ..... 

2 

- 

2 

Stated not to have attempted suicide, or no information ou the 
subject, ........ 

15 

2 

17 

Total, ..... 

17 

2 

1!) 

Affected with Epilepsy or Epileptiform Convulsions, . 

_ 

_ 


Not so affected, . ...... 

17 

2 

19 

Total 

17 

2 

19 


Table IV. — Showing the Form of Mental Disease in the .Patients 
who were admitted during the Year 1898, and also in tho.se 
remaining on the 31st December, 1898. 


Form of Disease. 

Admissions. 

Remaining 

on 

31st December, 1898. 


H. 

F. 

T. 

H. 

F. 

T. 

Mania, 

6 

1 

7 

89 

7 

9ii 

Melancholia, . . • » . 

3 

1 

4 

12 

9 

21 

Dementia, ...... 

2 

- 

2 

15 

- 

15 

Monomania, ..... 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

General Paralysis, ..... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Idiocy, ...... 

4 

- 

4 

15 

2 

17 

Puerperal Insanity, .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mental affections complicated with Epilepsy, 

- 

- 

- 

6 

1 

7 

Supposed not Insane, .... 

2 

- 

2 

8 

2 

10 

Total 

17 

2 

19 

148 

21 

169 


Table V. — Showing the conditions under which Patients 
were discharged during the Year 1898. 


Conditions of Discharge. 

Number Discharged. 


u. 

F. 

T. 

Remitted to Prisons, ...... 

5 

- 

5 

Liberated or given up to care of Friends, 

9 

1 

4 

Transferred to District Asylums, . .... 

8 


8 

Total, ...... 

16 

1 

17 
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Table VI. — Showing the Ages of the Patients who were Admitted, 
Discharged, and who Died in the Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum 
during the Year 1898, and also of those remaining on 31st December, 
1898. 








Discharges. 




Remaining 


Ages. 


Admissions. 

Recovered. 

Relieved. 

Not 

Improved 

Deaths. 

on 

31st December, 
1898. 

From 5 to 10 Years, . 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T 

M. 

F. 

T. 


10 to 15 


- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


15 to 20 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 


20 to 30 


5 

1 

6 

1 




- 

1 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

20 

3 

23 


30 to 40 


5 

- 

5 

5 

- 



- 

1 



1 

- 

- 

- 

34 

3 

37 

.. 

40 to 50 


4 

1 

5 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

l 

- 

1 

40 

9 

49 


50 to 60 


1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26 

3 

29 

.. 

60 to 70 


1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

18 

- 

IS 


70 to 80 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 


80 to 90 

.. . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 


90 and upwards, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unascertained, 


1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

2 

7 


Total, 


17 

2 

19 

8 

1 

9 

7 

- 

7 

1 

- 

1 

3 

- 

3 

148 

21 

169 


Malos. Females. 

Average age at death, 60'6u — 


Table VII. — Showing the Educational Condition of Patients 
who were admitted during the Year 1898, and also of those 
remaining on 31st December, 1898. 


— 

Admissions. 

Remaining 

on 

3l8t December, 1898. 


M. 

F. 

X. 

M, 

F. 

■ 

"Well Educated, . . . , 

1 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

Can Read and 'Write well, . , 

1 

- 

1 

29 

3 

32 

M indifferently. 

10 

1 

11 

59 

6 

65 

Can Road only, . . . , , 

1 

- 

1 

6 

4 

10 

Cannot Read or Write, .... 

4 

I 

6 

11 

6 

17 

Unascertained, . , , , . 

- 

- 

- 

42 

2 

44 

Total, .... 

17 

2 

19 

148 

22 

■ 
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Table VIII. — Showing the Social Condition as to Marriage of Patients 
who were Admitted, Discharged, and who Died in the Dundrum 
Criminal Lunatic Asylum during the Year 1898, and also of those 
remaining on 81st December, 1898. 


— 

Admissions. 

Discharges. 
Recovered, j Relieved. 

Deaths. 

Not 

Improved. 


M. F. T. 

ai. p. T. 31. 

F. T. 

M. F. 

T. M. 

F. 

T. 

Married, 

112 

3-31 

1 

- - 

- - 

- 

- 

Single, . 

12 1 13 

5 16 2 

2 

1 - 

1 1 

- 


Widowed, 

2-2 

- - - 3 

3 

- ^ 

- 1 

_ 


Not ascertained, 

2-2 

- - - 1 

1 

- - 

- 1 

_ 


Total. 

17 j 2 19 

8 j 1 9 7 

- j 7 

1 - 

1|3 




Table IX. — Showing the Previous Occupation of Patients remain- 
ing in Asylum on 31st December, 1898. 


Occupations. 

Males. 

Females 

1 

Total. 

Agriculturists, , , 





72 

1 

73 

Carpenters, . . . o 





2 

- 

2 

Domestic Servants, . . 





- 

8 

8 

Masons and Bricklayers, 





2 

- 

2 

Mendicants, 





4 

- 

4 

Painters and Glaziers, 





2 

- 

2 

Peii.«iioner Soldiers 





1 


1 

Police, . . . 





1 

- 

1 

Publicans, 





3 

- 

3 

Sailor 





1 

- 

1 

Seamstress, . . , 





- 

1 

1 

Shoemakers, . 





2 

- 

2 

Shopkeepers, 





4 

1 

5 

Smiths and Workers in Metals, . 





2 

- 

2 

Victuallers, \ . , 





3 

- 

3 

Various other employments , 





10 

1 

11 

No Occupation, 





6 

1 

7 

Unascertained, . 





33 

8 

41 

Total, 





148 

31 

160 
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Table X,— Showing the causes of the Deaths in the Dundrum 
Criminal Lunatic Asylum during the Year 1898. 


Initials. 

Male. 

Female. 

Age. 

Cause of Death. 

M. W. . 

1 


66 

Disease of Heart and Lungs. 



- 

44 

Inflammation of Lungs. 



- 

72 

Disease of Heart and Lungs, 

Total, 

3 


- 



Table XL— Showing the Daily Average Number of Patients 
emplojmd and unemployed during the Year 1898. 


Patients Employed. 

Patients Unemployed. 


Average Numbers. 


j Average Numbers. 

How Employed. 






Males. 

Females. 


Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in 
tlie wards. 

26 

6 

Refusing to Work, 

17 

- 

As Clerk, 

In the kitchen, . 

1 

11 

- 

Unemployed because 



As garden or field 
labourers. 

44 

- 

‘ (a.) mental con- 

9 

3 

In the laundry, . 

At needlework and 

3 

1 

4 

(6.) bodily con- 
dition. 

17 

2 

knitting. 

As Shoemakers, 






As Stokers, 






As Tailors, 






As Upholsterers, 






Miscellaneous, 

5 





Total employed, 

101 

16 

Total unemployed. 

43 

5 


Table XII.— Showing the Average Number of Patients attend- 
ing Divine Service, taking Exercise daily, and attending 
Entertainments during the Year 1898. 



Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Attending Roman Catholic Service, . 




„ Protestant Episcopalian Service, 




„ Presbyterian Service, . . # . . 

10 

2 

12 

Total, .... 

87 

10 

97 

Taking Exercise— Confined to Airing Courts 




•1 In outer Airing Courts, . , ' . 

103 

10 

113 

U'otal, , , 

144 

21 

166 

Attending Associated Entertainments 

116 

16 

130 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





APp. B.] 


13 



’rinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


‘early Average Cost per Patient, less proportion borne by Casual Iteceipts, £3H 3s. id. 





84 AppendixtoForty-eighthBeporto^iListriot, Criminal, [App.B. 


Table XIV. — ^Account of tlie Sum Expended, compared with the 
Sum Granted by Parliament for the Dundrum Criminal Lunatic 
Asylum in the Year ended 31st March, 1899, showing a Surplus 
or Deficit upon each sub-head of the Vote. 


Service 

Parliamen- 

tary 

Grant. 

Expend!- 

Expenditure compared 
with Grant. 

tuie. 

Less tlian 
granted. 

More than 
granted. 


£ $. d. 

£ *. d. 

£ $. d. 

£ 8. d. 

Salaries and Wages, , 

3,301 0 0 

3,803 0 9 

- 

2 0 9 

Victualling Patients, and Bations for 
Attendants, .... 

2,409 0 0 

2,695 13 8 

- 

126 13 8 

Clothing for Patients and Uniform 
Clothing, , . 

430 0 0 

273 16 7 

156 3 5 

- 

Medicines and Surgical Instruments, 
&c,, ..... 

45 0 0 

44 4 6 

0 15 6 

- 

Escort and Conveyance of Patients, . 

40 0 0 

25 9 9 

14 10 3 

- 

Allowances to Patients, 

50 0 0 

72 1 1 

- 

22 1 1 

Incidental Expenses, . ' , 

120 0 0 

116 15 8 

1 4 4 

- 

Total, .... 

0,455 0 0 

6,433 2 0 

21 18 0 
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Central 
Criminal 
Asyi.um 
{ Dunl>rdm). 
Inspected on 
2 O 1 I 1 Decem- 
ber, 1898, 

SfaiisJics. 


CENTRAL CRIMINAL ASTLUJI, DUNDRUM. 

Memorandum of Inspection on the 29th December, 1898. 

On the 29th instant I visited the State Criminal Asylum at Diindrum 
for the purpose of official inspection. There are 169 patients detained 
m it. o£ whom 148 are males, and 21 females-showing a decrease of 
1 cluring the year. 

The lollowing Table shows the circumstances under which the inmates 
are detained, and the various changes which have taken place aiuonvst 
them during the year : . ^ » 


Classified "vrith Reference to the Circumstances 
under which Detained. 


In the Asylum on the 1st Jan., 1898, 
Since admitted, first time, . 
Re-admitted, . . , . 

Total under treatment, 

Recovered and Discharged, 
Removed to other Asylums, 

Died, • . . . . 

Total Discharged, Removed, & Died, 


Remaining under Treatment on 
31st December, 1898, 


Certified to 
be Insane 
whilst 
awaiting 
Trial or 
Judgment. 

Found 
Insane by 
Jury on 
Arraignment 

Acquitted 
on the 
ground of 
Insanity, 
including 
those cases 
in which 
Special 
Verdicts 
have been 
found in 
the terms o: 
46 A 47 Vic. 
e. 38. 

Certified to 
be Insane 
whilst 
undergoing 
Sentence 
of Penal 
Servitude 
orlmpiison- 
ment. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T, 

il. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

2 

1 

3 

78 

13 

91 

37 

4 

41 

33 

2 

35 

- 

- 

- 

9 

1 

I 

10 

1 

2 

1 

3 

6 

- 

5 








— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

88 

14 

102 

39 

5 

44 

38 

2 

40 

- 

- 

- 

2 

_ 

2 

1 

] 

2 

5 


5 


- 

- 

4 

- 

4 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 


_ 

~ 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 










— 

— 

— 

■ 

“ 


7 

- 

7 

6 

1 

6 

7 

- 

7 










— 

— 

— 

2 

1 


81 

14 

95 

34 

4 

38 

31 

2 

33 


admitted Of these V e T 

Vic. cap 38 1 fouS t1.rro ' “o 46 & 47 

j P- ,) ound -that they were guilty, but insane ” • 10 nipu -md 

fer^cTfrom prisons"'' ® trlns- 

eirea Horn piisons— having become insane when iinder<min£r terms of 

8 dischaitc7of iloin 

res eetivT distrL“T“/’‘"' « men were fen’tlo teS 

3 lien died ^ expiration of their sentences; and 
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The deaths were all from natural causes, and were in each case the Ckntral 
subject of a coroner’s inquest, and the assigned cause was verified by 
'post-'inoritm examhiation. One death was caused by inflammation of (^Dvmi>iu'm), 
the lungs, and two by disease of tbe heart and lungs. — 

^ . 1,1 Deaths. 

No serious casualty was recorded during the year, nor has there been jjo casualties 
an escape. escapes. 

At present there are 6 men and 1 woman suffering from epilepsy, 
whilst 5 men and 1 woman are returned as actively suicidal. These two 
classes are visited every half hour by the night attendant. 

Only 2 patients were found in bod : I on account of serious illness, 
and 1 on account of excitement. One man was in seclusion, and 
2 occupy separate yards on account of their dangerous propensities. 

During the past year seclusion has been resorted to in the cases of Seclusion. 

36 men and 9 women, on 1,051 occasions, for a total period of 6,825 
hours in the case of the men ; and on 87 occasions, for a total period of 
591 hours, in the case of the women. 

Restraint lias not been made use of. This is a matter worthy o£ reatr»i“t 
note, when the class of patients under treatment in the institution is 
considered. 

The system of remiinerating the patients for work done by them still 
continues to give satisfactory results, and has this important effect that 
it causes a great number to engage in useful work who could not other- 
wise be induced to occupy themselves in any industry. It is to be Employment, 
regretted, however, that the inmates of this institution are at a disad- 
vantage as compared with the jjatients in district asylums, in that 
they are deprived of the occupation which would be afforded if the 
minor repairs in connection with the building were done by them. 

TT fiRpi the works are carried out by the Board of Works, whilst in 
district asylums the painting, whitewashing, and repairs afford useful 
employment to the inmates, and tend to give both the patients and the 
staff an interest in the preservation of the fabric of the institution. 

Forty-four men work on the farm \ 32 assist the artisans or 

are employed in the offices, whilst 11 women sew or help in the 
kitchen or laundry. 

One hundred and seven men and 10 women walk round the grounds Exarciic. 
daily, while 11 men and 11 women are constantly confined to 
the airing courts. 

Amusements, consisting of associated entertainments, are held at 
intervals, at which 115 men and 15 women are able to be present. A 
billiard-room, with a full-sized table, is set a))art for the male patients. 

Cricket, football, and handball provide recreation for both patients and 
staff. A liberal supply of books and papers has also been obtained for 
the patients’ use. 

As regards the ministration of religion — 76 patients are returned Rffig'ous 
os having been at ]\I ass on the Sunday preceding my visit, while 15 '““n'^tration. 
attended the Episcopalian, and 14 the Presbyterian Service. 

No change has been made in the strength of the staff. The ratio Staff, 
on the male side is one attendant to sometliiiig over seven patients, 
whilst on the female side there is one nurse to a little over three 
patients. This staff, though strong, as compared with that ot the 
District Asylums, is by no means too strong for an institution of this 
kind. 

a 2 
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Cknthal 

CllIMlXAL 

Asylum 

(Dundrum). 


At present the distribution and classification of the patients in the 
■wards is somewhat unsettled, pending the proposed structural altera- 
tions. 


Service of I saw the patients at dinner in the dininghall. A good dinner was 

meals. provided, but the service of the meal contrasted unfavourably with the 

arrangements now found in the better class public asylums. It is stated 
that no tablecloths can be provided owing to the want of efficient means 
of washing. It is to be hoped that the proposed re-modelling of the 
Laundry will do away with this difficulty. 


The supplies received under contract are said to be fairly satisfactory. 
Raising of As regai’ds structural alterations, the work of raising the boundary 

boundary wall. .^^11 is carried on in sections from year to year. 


New works. 


Healing. 

Laundry. 


During the past year a Committee has had under consideration the 
various rec^uirements of the asylum, and has recommended the heating 
of the wards ; the re-modelling of the Laundry } and the erection of an 
additional block for the accommodation of refractory patients. Plans 
are now being prepared for tlie heating of the wards by pipes heated by 
steam injection j and for the fitting up of the Laundry with modern 
machinery. 


Suggested It is necessary again to call attention to some minor defects in the 

improveiitenls. fitting of the water-closets, which render them unsuitable for use in such 
an institution; also to the want of proper light and ventilation in the 
single rooms of the rere block, now occupied by the more troublesome 
patients. 


Internal painting and decoration is required in the passage leading to 
the executive department. 

Night nursing. Having regard to the importance of keeping reliable records showing 
the care and supervision exercised at all times by the staff, it would be 
desirable that the duties performed by the night staff should be checked 
by an electric tell-tale system. 

Precautions The appliances for protection against fire would appear sufficient as 
against fire. regards the number of hydrants and the .supply of hose : but the screws 
of the couplings are not all of an uniform type, and, therefore, cannot 
be considered efficient. These couplings should be made interchange- 
able tlirougliout. 


Medical The Medical Registers and Case-books, giving the histories of the 

records. various cases under care, are carefully kept, and refiecc credit on the 
Assistant Medical Officer. 


General 

management 


Dr. Revington, and the entire staff, are to be congratulated on the 
satisfactory management of the institution during the year. 


31st December, 1898. 
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Report of the Resident Physician and Governor of the 


r'um ui uuc xi-AjoAi/Aii*' A. *- -- ' Criminal 

CENTRA!, Criminal Lunatic Asylum, Dundrum, for the a^^mm 


year 1898, and the Financial year 1898-99. 


Tlie Central Criminal Liinatic Asylum, 
Dundrum, Co. Dublin, 

7th April, 1899. 


Gentlemen,— I have the honour to submit my eighth annual report 
together with the usual statistical tables for the year 1898.^ financial 
tables for the year ended the .list of March, 1899, and the notes on 
cases admitted. 

The admissions were 19 in number, 17 males and 2 females, a decrease 
of 2 as compared with 1897, and of 8 as with 1896. 

The average number resident was 164-6, being a decrease of 2. 

The total number under treatment was 189 as against 186 in 1897. 


Governor’s 

report. 


Average No. 
resident. 


Total under 
treatment. 


The total number of discharges was 17--of ® 

woman were discharged recovered ; 7 men relieved; and 1 man not im 

^ The number discharged recovered, 9, marks^ the highest point yec 
reached, and I trust that this figure will be maintained. 


Discharges. 


Increased 

recoveries. 


recurrence of mental dise^e. to relapse is greater in 

“EH;: 

ates will beat' this in mind. «mrl nil due to 

There were three deaths during the year, all males, and all due to 

natural causes. An aged d-ent and a feebly 

...m >. 

There was no suicide, nor escape, nor any serious casualty during the 


Onl}’ one 
relapse. 

No relapse inU 
criminalit)’. 


llelapseiii 

Alcoholics. 


Deaths. 


No suicide. 


year. 


escape, or 
casualty. 


IrgXgtkTeR'arm^ver the top of the waU, when he was pulled 
down. 
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“d in England of the extraordinary 
Asylum metiiods of escape winch patients will adopt, but the idea of nole- 

(Dundrum), jumping the wall of an asylum was quite new to me. ^ 

stafiFhas been on the wliole extremely good, and 
theie have been no vacancies for attendants during the year. 

explain, the lieverend George Hanson, resigned 
';h.ipiam. Snowdon ^ *>‘e Reverend James 


ITouseg lor 

married 

attendauts. 


Deficit on Vote 
for Victualling 


Standard 
aamples for 
proviaion.'i. 


Good conduct 
of patients. 
Amusements 
and recrea- 
tions. 


Snowdon. 

The general health has been e.xcellent, and for some years I have not 
had a single case of consumption. The lowness of the^ death-rate has 
howevei, residted in an accumulation of feeble old men, whose death 
will, it IS anticipated raise the rate some time in the future. 

Ko important a,lteratious were carried out during the year but the 
work of heating the entire building and renovating the laLdrv nolv 
imdei contract, ami a large quantity of materials has arrived' so that 
work will be commenced this month. ’ 

The farm and garden operations have not been as successful as in 
paF^t years, owing to the fall in the prices of pigs and garden product 
‘ TU'iihities of vegetables shipjred from’ 

Imid whici; h„"T® i n, there is no doubt that the 

idiui which has been tilled for some, fifty years reauires a l-«n+ 

P™re'- ™tktion 

In this coiinectioii I inay mention that when' this asylum has been 
biought up to the modern .standard there will be still the question of 
providing cottages for manied attendants, hut this que.stion’Znr be 
considered as within practical range at p.-esent. lUfy meS tW 
to show that additional land will be required at some future fame 

1 , J ™ *he Vote for Victualling, lu-ophesied in mv 

lactoi, but the increase in the number of feeble or aged patients 
qmung medical comforts is another, and is one less likely to alter. 

The fall in the price of bread in the current year would have afforded 
a wo come relief to the per capitum cost, but that the intrXetion of 


I am, 


The Inspectors of Lunatics. 
Dublin Castle. 


Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

George Rbvington, m.d., 
Mesideni Physician and Governor, 
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Notes on Cases admitted into the Central Criminal 
Lunatic Asylum, Ddndrum, during the Year 1898. 

Males. 

Casel.— J. M‘I., admitted from Mountjoy Prison, charged with N„tes „n 
larceny. A typical convict of the worst type ; he was at once admiasions in 
detected as a malingerer, and in due course remitted to prison. ISOS 

Case 2.— J. P. E., admitted from Limerick Prison, charged with 
murder. A case of delusional mania of a chronic type. 

Case 3.— D. S., admitted from Tralee Prison, charged with malicious 
inj ury. A case of recurrent insanity with rapid improvement, as usual in 
recurrent cases. 

Case i.— J. M‘G., admitted from Mountjoy Prison, charged with 
shopbreaking. A case of acute mania, which has made fair progress 
towards recovery. 

Case 6.— J. Q., admitted from Londonderry Prison, charged with 
murder. A typical case of senile dementia. 

Case 6.— J. F., admitted from Kilkenny Prison, charged with assault 
and wounding. A case of congenital ment.al defect of a mild type. 

Such cases are frequently to be met with in the remoter parts of the 
country. 

Case 7. J. C., admitted from Londonderry Prison, charged with 

murder. A case of acute melancholia, with suicidal tendency, one 
previous attack. 

Case 8. — P. B., admitted from Wexford Prison, charged with assault. 

A deaf and dumb old man who has spent his life in asylums and 
prisons. While in the asylum it would be impossible to certify him as 
insane, but when at liberty his conduct is most insane. 

Case 9. P. L., admitted from Cork Prison, charged with arson. 

A case of congenital mental defect. 

Case 10.— J. F., admitted from Sligo Prison, charged with larceny. 

A case of melancholia of a mild type. 

Case 11.— S. B., admitted from Londonderry Prison, charged with 
embezzlement. A case of mania a potu. 

Case 12.— G. M., admitted from Belfast Prison, charged with arson. 

A case of congenital mental defect, 


91 


Cbntral 

Criminal 

AsYr.uM 

(Dundkum.) 
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CnNTKATi 

Ckiminal 

Asylum 

(Dunduum). 

Notes on 
admissions in 
1898. 


Appendix to Forty-eighth Report, &o., [App. B 

Case 13. — M. M., admitted from Waterford Prison, charged with 
rape and murder. I consider this man sane and an undoubted 
malingerer. 

Case 14. — J. H., admitted from Waterford Prison, charged with 
bestiality. A case of congenital mental defect. This man would 
probably never have been secluded in an asylum but for the effects of 
drink. 

Case 15. T. MH.orJ. IVT., admitted from Maryhoro’ Prison, charged 
with housebreaking. A case of dementia, and a typical convict who 
has spent about forty years in prison. 

Case 16.— J. K. or P. H., admitted from Mountjoy Prison, charged 
with housebreaking. A case of delusional insanity, a habitual 
criminal of a bad type. 

Case 17.— P. H., admitted from Mountjoy Prison, charged with house- 
breaking. A case of melancholia, a habitual criminal. 


Females. 

Case 18.— A. K., admitted from Sligo District Asylum, charged with 
murder. A case of chronic mania of a bad type. 

Case 19.— E. T., admitted from Waterford Prison, charged with 
murder. A case of simple melancholia with good prospect of recovery. 


George Revington, m.d., 

Hesident Physician and Governor, 
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APPEiJDIX C. — PRIVATE ASVLTJMS AND INSTITUTIONS 
POR THE INSANE. 


table I._Showing the number of Patients remaining in the 
Pin ate Asylums and Institutions for the Insane on the 31st 
December of each year from 18S0 to 1898, inclusive. 


Years. 

1 Malos. 

Females. 

Total. 

18S0, . . . . 

236 

386 

622 

1881, . . , . 

238 

397 

635 

1882 

254 

896 

650 

1883, . . . . 

247 

389 

636 

1884 

244 

395 

639 

1885, . . , , 

243 

889 

632 

1886, .... 

233 

369 

602 

^ 887 , . 

239 

886 

625 

1888 

240 

861 

601 

1889 

259 

372 

631 

1890 

253 

368 

621 

1891 

266 

366 

632 

1892, . 

276 

369 

644 

1898 

281 

301 

642 

1894 

293 

353 

646 

1895 

305 

358 

663 

1896 

318 

358 

676 

1897, . . . 

325 

366 

691 

1898, .... 

327 

387 

714 
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Table II. — Showing the Number Licensed for, and also the Total 
Number of Patients under Treatment in each Private Asylum 
and Institution for the Insane during the year 1898, together 
with the Number Remaining at the close thereof. 


Asylums and Institutions 
FOR TH£ Insane. 

Number Licensed 
for. 

Total Numliorunder 
Treatmci.t duriug 
1898. 

Nuinbop Remaining 
on 31st December, 
1808. 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

p. 

T. 

M. 

F. 1 

T. 

Armagh Retreat, Co. Armagh, . 

20 

15 

35 

20 

14 

34 

15 

13 

28 

Belmont Park, Co. Waterford, . 

42 

- 

42 

45 

- 

45 

37 

- 

37 

Bloomfield Institution, Co. Dublin, 

- 

- 

- 

16 

21 

37 

16 

18 

34 

Course Lodge, Co, Armagh, 

- 

15 

15 

- 

13 

13 

- 

10 

10 

Elm Lawn, Co. Dublin, 

- 

10 

10 

- 

10 

10 

- 

7 

7 

Farubam House and Maryville, 
Co. Dublin. 

30 

26 

66 

22 

25 

47 

17 

19 

36 

Glenside, Co. Antrim, 

6 

- 

5 

4 

- 

4 

1 

“ 

1 

Hampstead House, Co. Dublin, . 

2« 

- 

26 

22 

- 

22 

21 

- 

21 

Hartfield House, Co. Dublin, 

30 

- 

30 

27 

- 

27 

23 

- 

23 

Ilighfield House, Co. Dublin, 

- 

22 

22 

- 

20 

20 

- 

16 

15 

Lindville, Co. Cork, . 

30 

30 

60 

16 

23 

39 

8 

17 

26 

St. John of God, Co. Dublin, . 

95 

- 

96 

113 

- 

113 

79 

- 

79 

St. Patrick’s Hospital, D ubiin City, 

- 

- 

- 

47 

76 

123 

36 

73 

108 

St. Vincent's Institntlon, Co. 
Dublin. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

131 

131 


106 

lOG 

Stewart Institution, Co. Dublin, . 

- 

- 

- 

89 

94 

183 

75 

76 

161 

Verville, Clontarf, Co. Dublin, . 

- 

32 

32 

- 

38 

38 

- 

27 

27 

Woodbine Lodge, Co. Dublin, . 

- 

10 

10 

- 

7 

7 

- 

6 

6 

Total, 




421 

472 

893 

327 

387 

714 
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Table III, — Showing for each of the Private Lunatic Asylums 
Discharges, Deaths, and Escapes, during 


Asylums and Institutions 
KOR THE Insane. 


Not First 
Admissions. 


Armagh Eetreat, Co. Armagh, 

Belmont Pari, Co. Waterford, 

Bloomfield Institution, Co. Dublin 

Course Lodge, Co. Armagh, . 

Elm Lawn, Co. Dublin, . 

Pamham House and Maryville 
Dublin. 

Glenside, Co. Antrim, 

Hampstead House, Co. Dublin, 
Hartfleld House, Co. Dublin, . 
Highfleld House, Co. Dublin, . 
Lindville.Co. Cork, . , 

St. John of God, Co. Dublin, , 

St. Patrick’s Hospital, Dublin City, 
St. Vincent’s Institution, Co. Dublin, 
Stewart Institution, Co. Dublin, 
Verville, Clontarf, Co. Dublin, 
Woodbine Lodge, Co. Dublin, 

Total, . 


First 

lAdmisaions. 


Total 

Number 

Admitted. 


Rocorored. Beliered. x . 

' ' Imprered. 


4 4 { 
10 


19| 

- 14 | 14 
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and Institutions for the Insane the Number of Admissions, 
the Year ended 31st December, 1898. 


Total 

Number 

Discharged. 


Natural 

Causes. 


Accidental 

Causes. 


Total 

Number 

Died. 


Tot-al 
D lSCHAROBSi 
Dkaths, 
AND EsCAPRS. 


4 

7l 17 


Asylums akd Institutions 
FOR THE Insane. 


Armfigh Ketroat, Co. ArffiAgh- 

Bulmont Park, Co. ’Waterford. 

Bloomfield Institution, Co. Dublin 

Course Lodge, Co. Armagh. 

Elm Lawn, Co. Dublin. 

Farnham House and Maryville, Co. 
Dublin. 

Gienside, Co. Antrim. 

Hampstead House, Co. Dublin. 
Hartfleld House, Co. Dublin. 
Highfleld House Co. Dublin. 
Lindville, Co. Cork. 

St John of God, Co. Dublin. 

St. Patrick’s Hospital, Dublin City. 
St. Vincent'sIn9titution,Oo. Dublin. 
Stewart Institution, Co. Dublin, 
Verville,Clontarf,Oo. Dublin. 
Woodbine Lodge, Co. Dublin. 

Total. 
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Table TV.-Showing the probable Causes of Insanity in the 
J atients remammg m Private Lunatic Asylums and Institutions 
lor the Insane on 31st December, 1898. 


Cavbsb. 

Malos. 

Females. 

Total 

Moral Causes: — 

1 



Domestic trouble . includinp loss of relatives an 
fnend.s). 

Adverse circumstances (including business anxi 
eties and pecuuiaiy dliriculties). 

Mental anxiety and worrv (not included undei 

1 

8 

17 

8 

18 

16 

84 

33 

67 

atiove two heads), and overwoik. 

Keligious excitement, 

2 

12 

14 

Love affairs (including seduction), , 

- 

2 

2 

Fright and nervous shock, . »i , ; 

3 

10 

13 

Physical Causes: 



Intemperance in drink, , 

81 

12 

43 

1 , sexual, • . 4 , . 

* 



Venereal disease, , , , 

3 


3 

Self -abuse (sexual), 

2 


2 

Over-exertion, , , , . 

2 

1 - 

2 

Sunstroke, 

4 


5 

Accident or injury, . . , , 

9 


9 

Pregnancy, .... 


. 


Parturition and the puerperal state, . , 

Lactation, 

- 

6 

6 


1 

1 

Uterine and Ovarian disorders, . , , , 

_ 

3 

8 

Puberty, . . , , 

Change of life, ' . , , , 

1 

- 

1 


6 

6 

Fevers, • . . . . 

4 

1 

6 

Privation and starvation, , . , 




Old age, . , , , 

11 

7 

18 

Other bodily diseases or disorders, . , , 

6 

6 

12 

Previous attacks, 

6 

7 

12 

“““itaineil (direct and col- 

71 

100 

171 

Congenital defect ascertained, 

56 

41 

97 

Other A^^c.-ERTAiifED OAUhns, 

2 

_ 

2 

UHXKowar, .... 

72 

114 

186 

Total, .... 

827 

887 

714 
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Table V.— Showing the Forms of Mental Disorder in the Admissions, 
Recoveries, and Deaths, during the year 1898; and also in the cases 
Remaining in the Private Lunatic Asylums and Institutions tor tlie 
Insane on the 31st December, 1898. 


Form or Mental Disokoer. 


Congeiutal c 
Infantile 


litalor 

iiitile |-(Vitii„utEpUei 


Witliout Epilepsy. 


Epilepsy acquired, 


General Paralysis, 


With Stupor, 


1 Of Suspicion, Unseen 
Monomania ■< Agency, &c. 

(Of Pride, &c., 


Other forms of Delusional Insanity, 


Dementia ■{ Senile, 


Secondary, 


Organic (t.c., from Tu- 
mours, Coarse Brain 
Disease, &c.) 


. 96 106 202 28 34 I 62 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 








100 Appetidiso to Fovty -eighth RBpovt oti DistvictjCri’YYiVYioXj^A.vv.Q, 


Table VI. Showing the Ages of Patients remaining in the 
Piivate Lunatic Asylums and Institutions for the Insane on 
31st December, 1898. 


Aqes. 

Males. 

Femalei. 

Total. 

Under 16 years, , 




21 

19 

40 

From 15 to 20 j’ears, . 




16 

10 

26 

From 20 to 30 years, . 




29 

31 

60 

From 30 to 40 years, , 




64 

62 

126 

From 40 to 50 years, , 




61 

65 

116 

From 50 to 60 years, . 




59 

87' 

146 

From 60 to 70 years, . 




62 

77 

129 

From 70 to 80 years, . 




20 

38 

68 

Over 80 years, . 




5 

8 

13 

Total, 




327 

387 

714 


Ta^le VIT. Showing the Social Condition as to Marriao-e of 
Patients remaining in the Private Lunatic Asylums'" and 
Institutions for the Insane on 31st December, 189S. 


— 

Males. 

Pom ales. 

Total. 

Married, • . , , , 

36 

36 


Single, , , , 

268 

288 


Widowers and Widows, 

23 

64 


Unknown, • » • . . 

- 

- 


Total, • 

827 

887 

714 
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Table VIII. — Showing the previous Professions or Occupations 
of the Patients remaining in Private Lunatic As^duins and 
Institutions for the Insane on 31st December, 1898. 


Previous Professions or Occupations. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Army, . . . t . • 

14 

- 

14 

Navy, 

2 

- 

2 

Church, ..... 

44 

- 

44 

Law, ...... 

9 

- 

9 

Medicine, ..... 

15 

- 

16 

Students, . . . • . 

20 

1 

21 

In Trade, . . • • • 

45 

10 

55 

Farmers, . . . , . 

22 

- 

22 

Other Occupations, . , . . 

52 

27 

79 

No Occupation, . • • . 

104 

349 

453 

Total, . . 

327 

387 

714 


Table IX. — Giving the Names of the Propi'ietors or. Superintendents 
of the Private Asylums and Ijistitutions for the Insane. 


Asylums andlnstitutious. 


Where Situate. 


Proprietor or Superintendent. 


Armagh Eetreat, 
Belmont Park, . . (m.) 

Bloomfieldlnstitution, . 

Course Lodge, . . (f.) 

Elm Lawn, . . (f.) 

Farnham House, (m.) 

and Maryville, . (f.) 
Glenside, . . (m.) 

Hampstead House, (m.) 

Hartfield House, .(m.) 

Highflold House, . (f.) 

Lindville, . . . . 

St. John of God, . (m.) 
St. Patrick’s Hospital, . 
St. Vincent’s Institution. 

(f.) 

Stewart Institution, 
Vor^ullo, . . . (f.) 

Woodbine Lodge, . (f.) 


Armagh, .... 

Waterford, 

Donnybrook, Co. Dub- 
lin. 

Rich Hill, Co. Armagh, . 

Dundrum, Co. Dublin,. 

I Finglas, Co. Dublin, . 

BallysiUan, Belfast, 

Glasuevin, Co. Dublin, . 

Drumcondra, C.O. Dub- 
lin. 

Drumcondra, Co. Dub- 
lin. 

Blackroek Road, Cork, . 

StiUorgan, Co. Dublin, . 

James’s Street, Dublin, 

Fairview, Co. Dublin, . 

Palmerston, Co. Dub- 
lin. 

Green Lanes, Clontarf, 
Co. Dublin. 

Rathfarnham,Co. Dub- 
lin. 


Jno. G. and Joseph Allen. 

Rev. J. V. Murphy. 

Henry A.'Lodge (Registrar). 

William and James Orr. 

(Idiss) Saiuh Bernard. 

Alexander Patton, m.b] 

Charles James Milligan, L.R.C.P. ifcs. ED. 
H. M. Eustace, ar.D.; and Benj. F. 
Eustace. 

Dr. Francis E. Lynch and Jno. J. 

Magrath. , 

H. M. Eustace, M.D.; and Benj. F. 
Eustace. 

Cecil A. P. Osburne, F.R.C.S. EDIN., and 
Mrs. Osbume. 

Rev. Edward Sur. 

John Molony, F.B.C.P.I. 

The Superioress. 

Frederick E. Rainsford, M.D 

Dr. E. W. Lynch and Jno. J. Magrath. 

(Mrs.) Mary Jane Bishop. 


(m.) For male patients only. 


(f.) For female patients only. 

H 
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APPENDIX D. — Table showing the Numbeb of Lunatics and 



1 LUNATICS. 


Without Epilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 

Total. 

R. 

M. 

P. 

T. 

ii. 

F. 

T. 

^r. 

F. 

T. 



9 

9 


1 

1 


10 

10 


9 

15 

24 

1 


1 

10 

15 

25 



4 

4 





4 

4 


02 

04 

126 

1 


1 

63 

Gi 

127 


1 

2 

3 




1 

2 

3 


2 

1 

3 




2 

1 

3 


2 

10 

12 




2 

10 

12 


133 

192 

325 

29 

34 

63 

162 

228 

388 


2 

G 

8 




2 

6 

8 


10 

6 

15 




10 

5 

15 


G 

4 

10 

2 

4 

6 

8 

S 

16 



2 

2 





2 

2 



C 

6 





6 

6 


2 

3 

5 




2 

3 

5 


4 

3 

7 


2 

2 

4 

5 

9 


■ 

3 

5 




2 

3 

5 


3 

3 

6 

1 


1 

4 

3 

7 


2 

4 

6 




S 

4 

6 


3 

12 

15 

1 


1 

4 

12 

10 


2 

6 

8 


1 

1 

2 

7 

9 1 


3 

5 

8 




S 

6 

8 , 


9 

8 

17 




S 

8 

17 i 



1 

1 





1 

1 ! 


1 

9 

10 




1 

9 

• i 

10 


2 

7 

9 


2 

2 

■ 2 

9 

11 



6 

8 

1 

1 

2 

3 

7 

10 : 


5 

3 

8 




5 

3 

8 


19 

12 

31 


1 

1 

19 

IS 

32 ! 


5 

6 

10 

. 



5 

5 

10 1 



2 

2. 





2 

2 


6 

4 

9 




fi 

4 

9 1 


7 

12 

19 

3 

2 

5 

10 

14 

24 


6 

19 

24 

4 

2 

C 

0 

21 

30 



1 

1 


1 

1 

. 

2 

2 


4 

G 

10 


2 

2 


8 

12 


1 

3 

4 




1 

3 

4 


313 

457 

770 

43 

53 

06 

356 

610 

866 


PEOVINOE OP ULSTER. 


Antrim, . 

AiTnajih, 

Bailieborough, 
Ballycasfcle, . 
Ballymena, . 
Ballymoney, 
BaUyebannon, 
Banbridge, . 
Bawnboy, 
Belfast, 

Carrickmaorose, 
Oastleblayney, 
Castlederg, 
Cavan, 

Clogher, 

Clones, 
Coleraine, 
Cookstown, 
Cootehill, 
Donegal, 
Do\^-npatrick, 
Dunfanagliy, 
Dungannon, 
Enniskillen, 
Glenties, 
Inisbowen, 
Irvineatown, 
Kilkool, . 

Larne, . 
Letterkenny, 
Limavady, 
Lisburn, . 
Lisnaskea, 
Londonderry, 
Lurgan, 
Magherafelt, 
Milford, . 
Monaghan, 
Newry, . 
Newtownards, 
Omagh, . 
Strabane, 
Stranorlar, 


Total, Ulster, , 
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Imbeciles in Union Workhouses on 3 1st December, 1898. 


Imbeciles. 

Total 

Lunatics and Imbeciles. 

Unions. 

WitboutEpilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 

Total. 













PEOVINCE OF 

Jl. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

ULSTER 

4 

4 

8 

1 


1 

5 

4 

9 

5 

14 

19 

Antrim. 

5 

11 

16 

1 


1 

6 

11 

17 

16 

26 

42 

.jVi'magh. 

1 

4 

5 




1 

4 

6 

1 

* 

6 

Bailieborough. 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

6 

4 

6 

10 

Ballycastle. 

0 

. 8 

17 


S 

3 

9 

11 

20 

72 

75 

147 

Ballymena. 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

Ballymoncy. 


1 

1 


1 

1 


2 

2 

2 

3 

6 

Ballyshannon. 

8 

11 

10 

3 


3 

11 

11 

23 

13 

21 

34 

Banbridgc. 

3 

3 

G 

1 


I 

4 

3 

7 

4 

3 

7 

Bawnboy. 

24 

10 

43 

6 


5 

29 

19 

48 

191 

245 

43G 

Belfast. 


1 

2 




1 

1 

2 

3 

7 

10 

Carriekmacross. 

5 

3 

8 

2 


2 

7 

3 

10 

17 

8 

25 

(Jastleblayney. 

1 

1 

3 

1 


1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Castlederg. 

fi 

6 

11 

3 

1 

4 

9 

G 

15 

17 

14 

31 

Cavan. 

6 

3 

8 

2 

. 

2 

7 ■ 

9 

10 

7 

5 

12 

Clogher. 


3 

2 

1 


1 

1 

9. 

3 

1 

8 

9 

Clones. 



Q 




3 

3 

6 

6 

6 

11 

Coleraine. 







4 


4 

8 

6 

13 

Cookstown. 

1 







1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

Cootcbill. 

i 



■ 




2 

2 


2 

2 

Donegal. 







7 

3 

10 

11 

6 

17 

Do^vn Patrick 










2 

4 

6 

Duufanaghy. 

1 4 





1 

6 

9 

14 

9 

21 

30 

Dungannon. 






I 

9 

6 

14 

11 

12 

23 

Enniskillen. 






1 


4 

7 

G 

9 

. 16 

Glenties. 










9 

8 

17 

Inishowen. 



3 




6 

3 

8 

6 

4 

9 

Irviueatown. 



2 


. 


1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Kilkeel. 

1 ° 

9 

14 

2 

1 

s 

7 

10 

17 

8 

19 

• 27 

Larne. 



1 




1 


1 

1 


1 

Letterkeimy. 


6 

13 




7 

G 

13 

0 

16 

24 

Limavady. 

1 ^ 

12 

17 

3 

5 

e 

8 

17 

25 

11 

24 

35 

Lisbm-n. 



4 




2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Lisnaskea. 

1 e 

6 

I'J 




5 

5 

in 

10 

8 

IS 

Londondcriy, 

1 7 

13 

20 

1 

1 

2 

8 

14 

22 

27 

27 

64 

Lurgan. 



11 


1 

2 

7 

G 

13 

12 

11 

33 

Mivgherafolt. 

1 

3 

3 


1 

1 

1 

3 

4. 

1 

5 

C 

Milford. 


S 

8 


2 

2 

3 

8 

11 

8 

12 

20 

Monaghan. 

1 10 

13 

33 


1 

1 

10 

14 

34 

20 

28 

48 

Nowry. 

i 11 

11 

22 


1 

1 

11 

12 

23 

20 

33 

63 

Newfownards. 

5 

5 

10 


. 


6 

5 

10 

5 

7 

13 

Omagh. 





1 

1 

5 

5 

10 

9 

13 

22 

Straliane. 

1 3 


3 




2 


2 

3 

3 

6 

Stranoi’lar. 

i 186 

1 

i 

1 

200 

385 

31 

32 

53 

216 

222 

438 

572 

732 

1,304 

Total, TTlstta*. 
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Table showing the Number of Lunatics and Imbeciles 


Unions. 

Lunatics. 

Without Epilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 

Total. 

PEOVINCE OF 











MUNSTER. 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 


Ballyvaghan, 


3 

1 

4 







Bandon, 


4 

0 

13 




4 

9 


Rantry, 


1 

2 

3 




1 



Borrisokane, 











Caherciveen, 











Carrick-on-Suir, . 











Cashel, .... 


1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 


Castletown, . 


2 

1 

3 







Ologheeu, 


3 

3 

6 




S 



Clonakilty, . 


1 

2 

3 




1 



Clonmel, 


4 

12 

16 

1 

1 

2 

16 

13 

18 

Cork 


C4 

101 

166 

0 

6 

15 

73 

107 

180 

CoiTOfln. 


2 

1 

3 




2 

1 


Croom, .... 


7 

7 

14 


1 

1 

7 

8 

15 

Dingle, 



4 

4 







Dnngarvan, . 


3 

1 

i 

1 

1 

2 

4 



Dimmanway, 


1 


1 







Ennis, . . , , 


40 

27 

67 

2 

5 

7 

42 

32 


Ennistymon, 


19 

5 

24 

1 

4 


20 



Fermoy, 


1 

6 

7 




1 



Kanturk, . 


13 

15 

28 

1 

4 

6 

14 

19 

83 

Kcnmare, 


1 


1 







Killadyserfc, . 


10 

4 

14 







Killarney, 


2 

2 

4 


0 

2 




Kilmaethomas, . 


2 

4 

6 







Kilmallock, . 


11 

21 

32 

2 

2 


13 



Kilrush, 


23 

23 

51 




23 

28 


Kinsale, 










■V 

Limerick, 


18 

40 

68 

5 

2 

7 

23 

42 

66 

Lismoro, 


6 

IS 

18 

1 






Listowel, 


4 

8 

12 




4 

8 


Maeroom, , , , 


2 

8 

10 

2 






Mallow. 


4 

11 

16 

1 






Midlecon, 











Millstreet, 


4 

2 

6 







Mitchelstown, 


2 

6 

7 


2 





Nenagh, 


3 

5 

8 

1 






Newcastle. . 


4 

7 

11 

0 






Rathkeale, . . . 


3 

6 

8 







Roserea, 











Scariff, 


5 

2 








Skibherecn, . 











Skull, , . . 











Thurles, 


1 

6 








Tipperary, , 


0 

14 

23 

1 






Tralee, .... 


6 

3 

9 

1 






TuUa 



j. 








Waterford, , . , 











Youghal,' 



3 

6 




2 

3 

6 

lotai, Munster, 


301 

400 

701 

S3 

46 

78 

334 

445 

770 
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in Union Workhouses, on 31st December, 1898 — continued^. 





Imbeciles. 





Total 


Unions. 

Without 

Epilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 

Total. 


Imbeciles. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

PRQ-VTNCE OF 
MUNSTER. 

. 









8 

1 

4 

Ballyvaghan. 

1 


1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

10 

16 

Bandon. 

I 

1 

2 




1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

Ban try. 

2 

3 

& 




2 

3 

5 

2 

3 

6 

Borrisokane. 

1 

1 

2 




1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Cahereiveen. 

4 

10 

14 

2 

2 

4 

C 

12 

18 

6 

12 

18. 

Cai’rick-on-Suir 

1 

9 

10 

1 

3 

4 

2 

12 

14 

5 

14 

19 

Cashel* 

2 

1 

3 




2 

1 

8 

4 

2 

6 

Castletown. 

4 


4 


2 

2 

4 

2 

6 

7 

5 

12 

Clogheen. 

2 

2 



2 

2 

2 

4 

6 

3 

6 

9 

Clonakilty. 

9 

7 

16 




9 

7 

16 

14 

20 

34 

Clonmel. 

10 

24 

31 

4 

11 

15 

14 

35 

49 

87 

142 

229 

Cork. 

1 

3 

4 

1 


1 

2 

3 

5 

4 

4 

8 

Corrofiu. 

5 

3 

8 

3 


3 

8 

3 

11 

15 

11 

26 

Groom. 

1 

1 

2 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

6 

7 

Dingle. 

3 

3 

6 


3 

3 

3 

6 

9 

7 

8 

16 

Dungarvan. 

1 


1 




1 


1 

2 


2 

Dunmanway. 










42 

32 

74 

Ennis. 

18 

18 

81 

1 


1 

14 

18 

32 

34 

27 

61 

Ennistymon.) 

8 

4 

12 


1 

1 

8 

6 

13 

9 

11 

20 

Fermoy. 

7 

18 

25 

1 


1 

8 

18 

26 

22 

37 

69 

Kanturk. 


2 

2 





2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

Eenmare. 

3 

2 

5 


1 

1 

3 

3. 

6 

13 

7 

20 

Killadysert. 

5 

1 

6 

1 


1 

6 

1 

7 

8 

6 

13 

Killarney. 

2 

2 

4 




2 

2 

4 

4 

8 

12 

Kilmacthomas. 

8 

3 

11 

8 


3 

11 

8 

14 

24 

26 

50 

Kilmallock. 

3 


5 




3 

2 

5 

26 

30 

60 

Kilrush. 











, 


Kinsale. 

10 

8 

18 

2 

2 

4 

12 

10 

22 

35 

62 

87 

Limerick. 


3 

3 





3 

3 

6 

19 

25 

Lismoro. 

3 

4 

7 


8 

3 

3 

7 

10 

7 

15 

22 

Listowel. 










4 

11 

15 

Macroom. 

7 

10 

17 

2 

1 

3 

0 

11 

20 

14 

22 

36 

Mallow. 

9 

17 

26 

2 


2 

11 

17 

28 

11 

17 

28 

Midlcton. 

10 

1 

11 

1 

1 

2 

11 

2 

13 

16 

6 

21 

Millstreot. 

3 

2 

5 




3 

2 

5 

5 

0 

14 

Mitchelsbown. 

9 

•5 

14 




9 

5 

14 

13 

10 

23 

Nenagh. 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

6 

9 

10 

19 

Newcastle. 

7 

4 

11 


2 

2 

7 

6 

13 

10 

11 

21 

Rathkoale. 

2 

6 

8 




2 

6 

8 

2 

6 

8 

Roserea. 


6 

6 

1 


1 

1 

6 

7 

6 

8 

14 

Seariff. 










2 

1 

3 

Skibberoen. 













Skull. 

3 


8 




3 


3 

4 

7 

11 

Thurles. 

S 

6 

14 


1 

1 

8 

7 

15 

18 

24 

42 

Tipperary. 

2 

3 

5 


2 

2 

2 

6 

7 

9 

8 

17 

Tralee. 

2 

4 

6 

2 


2 

4 

4 

6 

12 

9 

21 

Tulla. 

22 

43 

65 

4 

6 

10 

26 

40 

75 

27 

54 

81 

Waterford. 

7 

3 

10 

1 

2 

3 

8 

5 

13 

10 

8 

18 

Toughal. 

203 

246 

449 

33 

49 

82 

230 

295 

531 

670 

740 

1,310 

Total, Munster. 
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Table showing the Number ot Lunatics and Imbeciles in 


Unions. 




Lunatics. 




Without Epi 

lepsy. 

j Wil.h Epilepsy. 


Total. 


PROVINCE OF 
LEINSTER. 

t 

M. 

F. 

T. 

il. 

F. 

T. 

M., 

F. ■ 

T. 

Abbeyleix, .... 

1 

1 

2 




1 

1 

2 

Ardee, 

2 

7 

0 




3 

7 

9 

Athlone, .... 










Athy, 


6 

9 




4 

,5 

9 

Ballymahon, 


3 

3 





3 

3 

Batrolheiy, .... 

5 

G 

11 


1 

1 

5 

7 

12 

Baltiaglu-ss, .... 










Callan, . . 

9 

5 

14 

1 


I 

10 

5 

15 

Carlow, .... 

4 

8 

12 

, 

2 

2 

4 

10 

14 

Costleoomer, 

2 

2 

S 




3 

2 

5 

Celbridge, .... 

4 

3 

7 

2 


2 

6 

3 

9 

Delvin, .... 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

2 

Drogbcda, .... 

21 

11 

32 

6 

2 

7 

2G 

13 

39 

Dublin, North, . 

43 

94 

137 

7 

33 

40 

60 

127 

177 

Dublin, South, . 

(J4 

141 

205 

C 

5 

11 

70 

14G 

216 

Dundalk 

3 

8 

11 


4 

4 

3 

12 

15 

Dunshaughlin, . 

3 

3 

e 




3 

3 

6 

Edenderry, .... 

2 

6 

8 




3 

6 

8 

Enniscorthy, 

1 

7 

8 


1 

1 

1 

8 

9 

Gorey, .... 

Granard, .... 

2 

4 

6 




2 

4 

6 

KeUs 

3 

6 

9 


1 

3 

3 

0 

12 

Kilkenny, .... 










Longford, .... 

1 

5 

G 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

G 

7 

Hoimtmclliek, 

3 


3 

2 


2 

6 


5 

MullinyB.r, .... 

1 

1 

2 




1 

1 

2 

Naas 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

2 

Navan, 

6 


12 




G 

G 

12 

New lloss, .... 

4 


9 




4 



Oldcastle, .... 


2 

2 


1 

1 




Parsonslown, 

G 

4 

10 


2 

2 

G 


12 

Rathdown, .... 

5 

20 

25 


3 

7 

10 

22 

32 

Rathdrum, .... 

6 

P 

25 

1 


1 

7 

19 

26 

Shillelagh, 


8 

S 





8 


Thomastown, 

3 

8 

11 


1 

1 

3 

9 

12 

Trim, .... 

S 

5 

8 


1 

1 

8 

G 

9 

Tullamore, .... 

G 

10 

16 

1 

5 

6 

G 

16 

21 

Urlingford, .... 
Wexford, .... 

1 

2 

3 




1 

' = 

3 

Total, Leinster, 

218 

417 

635 

32 

64 

96 

250 

481 

731 
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Union Workhouses, on 31st December, 1898 — continued. 


lilBECILES. 

Total Lunatics 
and 

Imbeciles. 

Unions. 

Without 

Epilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

T. 


F. 

T. 

ir. 

F. 

T. 

ai. 

F. 

T. 

PROVINCE OF 
LEINSTER. 

3 

4 

7 




3 

4 

7 

4 

5 

9 

Abbeyleix. 

4 

8 

12 

3 


6 

7 

10 

17 

9 

17 

26 

Ai’dee. 

Athlone. 

3 


3 




3 


3 

7 

5 

12 

Athju 


1 

1 





1 

1 


4 

4 

Baliymahon. 

1 


1 




1 


1 

6 

7 

13 

Balrothery. 

4 

C 

10 

4 


4 

a 

6 

14 

8 

G 

14 

Baltinglass. 

7 

G 

13 

1 

2 

3 

8 

8 

16 

18 

13 

31 

Call an. 

9 

G 

15 

1 

6 

7 

10 

12 

22 

14 

22 

36 

Caflow. 

2 

1 

3 




2 

1 

3 

5 

3 

8 

Castlecomer. 


1 

1 





1 

1 

6 

4 

10 

Celbridge. 

C 

4 

10 




6 

4 

10 

7 

5 

12 

Delvin. 

10 

3 

13 

1 

1 

2 

11 

4 

15 

37 

17 

64 

Di'ogheda. 

8 

4 

7 

3 

. 2 

5 

G 

C 

12 

6G 

133 

189 

Dublin, North. 

9 

17 

2G 

1 


1 

10 

17 

27 

80 

IGS 

243 

Dublin, South. 

G 

17 

23 

2 

G 

8 

8 

23 

31 

11 

36 

4G 

Dundalk. 

1 

3 

4 

1 


1 

2 

3 

5 

5 

G 

11 

Dunshaughlin. 

3 

2 

6 




3 

2 

5 

5 

8 

13 

Edeuderry. 

1(1 

20 

30 


2 

2 

10 

22 

32 

11 

30 

41 

Enni-seorthy. 

7 


14 

1 

1 

2 

8 

8 

16 

8 

8 

10 

Gorey. 

1 

s 

3 




1 

2 

3 

3 

6 

9 

Granard. 

4 

4 

8 

1 


1 

5 

4 

9 

8 

13 

21 

Kells. 

13 

26 

39 

2 


2 

15 

26 

41 

15 

26 

41 

Kilkenny. 

1 

1 

2 




1 

1 

2 

2 

7 

9 

Longford. 


5 

6 





5 

6 

5 

6 

10 

Mountmellick. 

4 

0 

10 




4 

6 

10 

5 

7 

12 

Mullingar. 

0 

16 

26 

1 

4 

6 

10. 

20 

30 

11 

21 

32 

Naas. 

7 

8 

16 

1 


1 

8 

8 

16 

14 

14 

28 

Navan. 

18 

18 

3G 

1 

8 

9 

19 

26 

45 

23 

31 

54 

Now Ross. 

3 

1 

4 


1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

3 

5 

8 

OldcasUe. 










6 

6 

12 

Pai’sonstown. 

6 

16 

20 

1 

1 

2 

G 

16 

22 

16 

38 

54 

Rathdown. 

3 

3 

G 




3 

3 

6 

10 

22 

32 

Rathdrum. 

2 

1 

2 




2 


2 

2 

8 

10 

Shillelagh. 

5 

2 

7 


1 

1 

6 

3 

8 

8 

12 

20 

Thomastown. 

8 

9 

17 


2 

2 

8 

11 

19 

11 

17 

28 

Trim. 

11 

8 

19 




11 

8 

19 

17 

23 

40 

Tullamore. 

1 

1 

2 




1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Urliugford. 

8 

8 

16 

2 

4 

6 

10 

12 

22 

11 

14 

26 

Woxford. 

191 

213 

434 

27 

43 

70 

218 

286 

504 

468 

7C7 

1,235 

Total, Leinster. 
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Table showing the Number of Lunatics and Imbeciles 


UNIONS. 

Lunatics. 

Without Epilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 

Total. 

PROVINCE 








1 


OF CONNAUGHT. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

P. 

T. 

M. 

1 F. 

T. 

Ballina, 

3 

6 

9 




3 

i ^ 

9 

Ballinasloe, .... 

1 

1 

2 




1 

1 

2 

Ballinrobc, 










Belmullet, .... 










Boyle 


6 

6 


1 

1 


7 

7 

Carrick-on-Shannon, 

1 

1 

2 




1 


2 

CasUebor, .... 










Castlerea, .... 

1 

2 

3 




1 

2 

3 

Claremorris, .... 


5 

5 





5 

5 

Olifdeu, 










Dromore West, . . 










Galway 

1 

5 

6 




1 

5 

6 

Glennamaddy, . , 

3 

2 

5 

1 


1 

4 

2 

6 

Gort, 

1 

1 

2 




1 

1 

2 

Killala, 


1 

1 





1 

1 

Loughrea, .... 


2 

2 





2 

2 

Manorhamilton, . 

1 

2 

3 




1 

2 

3 

Mohill 










Mount Bellew, . 


1 

1 





1 

1 

Oughtemrd, .... 

2 

3 

5 




2 

3 

5 

Portumna, .... 


i 

1 





1 

1 

Roscommon, .... 

5 

6 

11 




5 

6 

11 

Sligo, 

7 

9 

16 

1 


1 


9 

17 

Strokestown, 


1 

1 





1 

1 

Swinefoi'd, . 










Tobereurry, .... 

2 

4 

6 




2 

4 

6 

Tuam^ 

2 


2 




2 


2 

Westport, .... 

4 

1 

5 




4 

1 

5 

Total, Connaught, 

34 

60 

94 

2 

1 

3 

36 

61 

97 

SUliOiL 

LRY OF 

Ut-STEH 

313 

457 

770 

43 

53 

96 

356 

510 

866 

Munster 

301 

400 

701 

33 

45 

78 

334 

445 

779 

Leinster, .... 

218 

417 

635 

32 

64 

96 

250 

481 

731 

CoNNAuanr, 

34 

GO 

94 

2 

1 

3 

36 

61 

97 

Total, Ireland, . 

866 

1,334 

2,200 

no 

163 

273 

976 

1,497 

2,473 
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ill Union Workhouses on 31st December, 1898 — continued. 


Imbeciles. 

Total 

jnnatics and Imbeoilos. 

Unions. 

WithoutEpilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 

Total. 













PROVINCE 

ar. 

P. 

T. 

M. 

P. 

T. 

ar. 

F. 

T. 

ar. 

F. 

T. 

OF CONNAUGHT. 

3 

6 

9 


3 

3 

3 

9 

12 

6 

15 

21 

Ballina. 

2 

2 

4 




2 

2 

4 

3 

3 

6 

Ballinasloe. 

2 


2 




2 


2 

2 


2 

Ballinrobe. 


2 

2 





2 

2 


2 

2. 

Belmullet. 

8 

9 

17 

1 

2 

3 

9 

11 

20 

9 

18 

27 

Boyle. 










1 

1 

2 

Carrick-on-Shannon. 

2 

2 

4 




2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Castlebar. 

9 

5 

14 

1 

3 

4 

10 

8 

18 

11 

10 

21 

Castlerea. 











5 

5 

Claremorris. 

5 

4 

9 




5 

4 

9 

S 

4 

9 

Clifden. 

1 

1 

2 




1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Dromore West. 


4 

4 





4 

4 

1 

9 

10 

Galway. 

1 

3 

4 




1 

3 

4 

5 

5 

10 

Glennamaddy. 

2 

1 

3 




2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

5 

Gort. 

1 

2 

6 


1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

i 

4 

8 

KiUala. 

1 

6 

7 

1 

3 

4 

2 

9 

11 

2 

11 

13 

Longhrea. 

7 

6 

12 

1 


1 

8 

5 

13 

9 

7 

16 

Manorhamilton. 

5 

2 

7 




5 

2 

7 

5 

2 

7 

Mohill. 

1 

6 

7 

1 

1 

2 

2 

7 

9 

2 

8 

10 

Mount BoUew. 

2 


2 




2 


2 

4 

3 

7 

Oughterard. 

2 

2 

4 




2 

2 

4 

2 

3 

5 

Portumna. 

4 

9 

13 

2 

1 

3 

6 

10 

16 

11 

16 

27 

Roscommon. 

6 

4 

10 

1 

1 

2 

7 

5 

12 

15 

14 

29 

Sligo. 

6 

12 

18 




6 

12 

18 

6 

13 

19 

Strokestown. 

7 

13 

20 

1 


1 

8 

13 

21 

8 

13 

21 

Swineford. 

3 

6 

8 

1 

1 

2 

4 

G 

10 

6 

10 

16 

Tobercurry. 


3 

3 





3 

3 

2 

3 

5 

Tuam, 

4 

1 

6 


• 


4 

1 

5 

8 

2 

10 

Westport. 

87 

109 

196 

10 

16 

26 

97 

125 

222 

133 

186 

319 

Total, Connaught 

PEOVINCES. 

185 

200 

385 

81 

22 

63 

216 

222 

438 

572 

732 

1,304 

Ulster. 

203 

246 

449 

33 

49 

82 

236 

295 

531 

570 

740 

1,310 

MONSTER. 

191 

343 

434 

27 

43 

70 

218 

286 

504 

468 

767 

1,235 

Leinster. 

87 

109 

196 

10 

16 

26 

97 

125 

222 

133 

186 

si'a 

CONNAUGH r. 

66C 

798 

1,464 

101 

130 

231 

767 

1 

I 928 

. 1,695 

1,743 

2,425 

4,168 

TOTAL, Ireland. 
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Table II. — Showing the Number and Disposal of Persons confined 
in Convict Prisons who were or became insane during the year 
ended 3Ist December, 1898. 




Convicts, 



Males. 

Pomalos. 

Total. 

Remaining in custody on 3Ist December, 1897, 

_ 


- 

Became insane during the year ended 31st December, 
1898, 

6 

- 

5 

Total number in custody during the Year , . 

5 

- 

b 

Removed, Discharged, and Died: — 

Removed to Dundmm Asylum by warrant of Lord 
Lieutenant, • 

5 


6 

Discharged by order of Lord Lieutenant, or on expira* 
tion of sentence * 

- 

- 

- 

Otherwiseremoved from Prisons 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

Total Removed, Discharged, and Died 

5 


5 

Remaining in Prisons on 31st December, 1898, . 

“ 




NOTE.— The cases shown in this Table are also included in Table I. 


Appendix F. 
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Appendix to Forty-eighth Beport on District, Criminal, [Arp. F. 


APPENDIX F. 


Memorand.\ of Inspections. 


■ ARMAGH DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

ASYLUM. 


Inspected on 
lOtli Nov., 
J808. 

Increased 

numbers. 


This asylum was visited on the lOtli ult. The last formal inspection 
was made on the 17th July, 1897 ; but the institution has been visited 
on more than one occasion since. The growth of the as}»lum population 
during recent years has been large : fifteen years ago the number of 
patients was about 250, while now there are 500 on the register — show- 
ing the great increase of cent, per cent, in that period. 


Statistics. changes which have taken place in the a.sylum population since 

the 17th July, 1897, are shown in the following table : — 


— 

Males. 

Pemales. 

Total. 

On register at last visit, 

239 

234 

473 

Admitted since, . . . , 

73 

60 

133 

Total, 

312 

291 

606 

Discharged recovered, 

30 

20 

50 

Discharged unrecovered, 

14 

2 

16 

Died, ..... 

25 

15 

40 

Total, 

' G9 

37 

106 

On register on 10th November, 1898, . 

243 

257 

500 

Absent on probation, .... 







Absent on pass, ..... 







Absent by escape, ..... 

1 


1 

Resident on 10th November, 1898, . 

1 

242 

257 

499 

1 


Recovery 

rates. 

Death rates. 


'J’he percentage of recovenes on admissions this year up to the present 
has been 48*3, viz., 54*5 amongst the males, and 4T9 amongst 
females ; while the percentage of deaths, on the daily average number 
resident during the same 2 ^eriocl, has been 4*9, viz., 5*9 amongst the 
males, and 4 amongst the females. 


Payiug O'here are eight paying patients at present in the asylum ; and the 

patieDtr. contributions from this source during 1897 amounted to £135 ITs. 4<f. 
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The health statistics on the day of my visit were as follow : 


— ■ 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Patients in bed - 

Seriouslv ill, 


l' 

1 

From minor ailments, .... 

1 

1 

2 

From old age or debility, 

2 

- 

2 

From violence or excitement, . 

- 

- 

- 

Total in bed, . 

3 

2 

5 

Patients suffering from bedsores, . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Patients under restraint. 

_ 

_ 


Patients in seclusion, ..... 



_ 

Epileptics, 

17 

16 

33 

Actively suicidal, 


1 

1 

General paralvtics, 

- 

- 

- 

r.pileptic and suicidal under special observation. 

_ 

1 

1 

Wet beds reported that mominc, . 

1 

4 

5 

Patients raised by attendants during previous 
night, 

- 

- 



These statistics show that only one patient was seriously ill, and only 
five in all were confined to bed. 

The death rate has been low, and many of the patients who died 
during the period under review were advanced in life — not a few being 
over 70 years of age. 

The distribution of the patients and staff throughout the various 
divisions of the asylum is shown in the following table : — 




Number of Attendants. 



Charge. 

Ordinary. 

No. 1 

Male Siue. 
32 

1 

1 

„ 2 

17 

1 

1 

„ 3, 

66 

1 

3 

„ 4, 

43 

1 

3 

Infirmary, .... 

10 

(0)1 

- 

New Hospital, .... 

84 

2 

4 

No. 6 

Female Side 
48 

1 

2 


52 

1 

2 

„ 6 and 8, . . . . 

71 

2 

3 

Infirmary, (6) . 

- 

1 

- 

New Hospital, 

86 

2 



(a Second class attendant. (&) Included in No. 7. 

K 
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Armagh 

Asylum. 

Health 

statistics. 


Distribution of 
patients and 
staff. 
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Armagh 

Asylum. 

Asylum 

bospitaL 


Staff. 


■Appevchx to Forty-eighth Report on District, Criminal, [App. F. 

The Governors may be congratulated on the completion of the new 
asylum hospital, in the erection of which they took such a practical 
interesti and showed such a generous appreciation of the requirements 
ot certain classes of the insane. It is the first building of the kind 
which has been provided in Ireland, and contains everything necessary 
for the care and treatment of the sick and infirm, as well as of acute 
eases, llie different rooms have been most comfortably furnished and 
easy chairs and lounges have been provided for the infirm and helpless 

fiulTl h by electricity, and heated and veu- 

tilated by the Plenum system. This hospital is now in occupation 
but. It IS discouraging to have to state, not by the class for whom it was 

be®sl ie f ^ sreat majority of who.,, 

M ,. } accommodation would be equally suitable. The Resident 
Medical Superintendent states that the reasons .wliy.this special building 

to tl, sir ^ *0 *''« >-atepayers, has not up 

to this been utilised for the purpose for which it was intended, are— 

(1.) The absence of an Assistant Medical Officer, to be imme- 
aiately available in sick and special cases. 

(2.) The insiifflciency of the supply of drinking water during the 
summer months. ° 

(3.) The pipes carrying steam from the lower house not being in 
woiking order. This defect, hov.mvei-, surely admits of an 
easy remedy. 

s-iTth? r'" sections of the buildings were, I^Itliro 

say the least disappointing to find that they cannot be used even 'for 

old'bridiiig.”^ patients are still treated in the infirmaries of the 
The staff of the a.sylum is shown in the following table 


Nature of Offloe. 


Superintendent 
Visiting Physician, 
Chapiain.s, 

Clerk and Storekeeper, 

Land Steward and Gardener 
l!rngmeer and Plumber 
Stoker, ’ 

Carpenter, 

Painter, 

Shoemaker, 

Gatekeeper, 

Matron, 

Cooks, 


Number of 
Persons. 


1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

? 


Nature of Office. 


Kitchen Maids, . 
Laundresses, 

Hall Maid, 

Attendants : 

Head Male, 

Head Female, . 
Charge Male, . 
Ordinary Male, 
Charge Female, 
Ordinary Female 
Night Male, 
flight Female, . 


Number of 
Persona. 


1 

2 

6 

13 

7 

10 

2 

2 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



App. F.] cmd Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 115 

Looking to the amount of machinery wliich has of recent years been Armagh 
provided, it would be more conducive to the satisfactory working of the Asylum. 
asylum if a fitter were ap[)oiuted in addition to the plumber. 

The following table shows the number of patients employed and un- Employment, 
employed on the day of my visit : — 


Nature ot Employment 

Number of Persona. 

Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in wards, 

24 

58 

As garden or field labourers, 

107 

_ 

As stoker, 

1 



As plumber, ........ 

1 

— 

As mason, 

1 



As carpenter, . 

1 



As painters, ........ 

2 



As tailor, 

1 

— 

As shoemakers, ....... 

4 



As upholsterers, ....... 

26 

18 

In the kitchen, 

7 

12 

In the laimdrv, 

1 

15 

At needlework, 



56 

At knitting, 



46 

At fancy work, ....... 

— 

5 

Total employed, .... 

176 

210 

Unemployed because of — 



(a) Slental condition, 

20 

39 

(6) Bodily condition, 

22 

8 

{c) Other causes 

16 

— 

Total unemployed, .... 

66 

47 


I was glad to see that so many of the male patients were employed 
at out-door work, which is so conducive to their welfare. 

The numbers who attended Divine Service on the Sunday preceding Diving Service 
my visit were as follow ; — 


— 

Males. 

Females. ; 

i 

Total. 

Roman Catholics, ..... 

118 

94 

212 

Protestant Episcopalians, . . • • 

62 

47 

109 

Presbyterians, ..... 

29 

24 

53 

Methodists, . . . . • • ' 

“ 

7 

7 


K 2 
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Armagh 

Asylum. 


Amusements. 


Dietary. 

No inquest. 
Casualties 


No zymotic 
dise.isc. 

Re^lruint. 


During the period whicli has elapsed since last inspection, Divine 
Service was celebrated 81 times for the Roman Catholics ; 71 times for 
the Protestant E])iscopalians ; 69 times for the Presbyterians ; and 3 
times for the Methodists, the small number in the last case being ex- 
plained by the fact that the Methodist Chaplain has only been a short 
time appointed. In addition to sick calls, the Chaplains visit the asylum 
weekly, except the Methodist, whose visits are paid once a fortnight. 

A large number of patients attend the associated entertainments ; the 
average number being 356, viz., 186 males and 170 females. In 
addition to the weekly dance, concerts have been held periodically, and 
a conjuring entertainment has been given since last inspection. It is 
undoubtedly most desirable in asylum life to encourage in every possible 
way both indoor and outdoor games, as they have a most markedly 
beneficial effect on the mental condition of many patients. 

The patients’ dietary is satisfactory. 

There has been no Coroner’s inquest during the period under review, 
but three casualties, all resulting in fractured ribs, are recorded, viz. : — 

(1.) d. M., a male patient, became very violent in an epileptic 
seizure, requiring four attendants to restrain him, and in 
the struggle one of his ribs was fractured. 

(2.) W. J., a male patient, who, on the evening of his admission, 
was so violent as to require several attendants to restrain 
him, was found next morning to have sustained a fractured 
rib. 

(3.; T. K., another male patient, when working on the farm made 
a determined effort to get to the part of the grounds where 
the females were, and, in the efforts of the attendants to 
overpower him, one of his ribs was fractured. 


Owing to the fragility of the ribs, whicli is met with in some cases of 
advanced insanity, fracture of these bones may occur as the result of 
even trivial injury, but the fact tliat such a casualty occurred in three 
cases within a twelvemonth in tliis comparatively small asylum, as the 
lesu o struggles with attendants, although not necessarily pointing to 
undue violence on their part, is certainly an unfortunate coincidence. 
Most assuredly the attendants should be carefully instructed how to deal 
wth violent patients so as to prevent the recurrence of such accidents, 
as tar as possible, in future. 


No case of zymotic disease has occurred. 

treatment of one patient (a 
Wr! r 312 hours-the form of restraint bein!; 

stiait jacket In this case, we pointed out to the Resident Medical 

application of mechanical 
was 3 f .1 ’'"tearing and pulling off her clothing," 

a. not one of the justifiable reasons specified in Clause II. (1) of the 
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Privy Council Regulations, dated 1 4th April, 1897. Two male patients Armagh. 

were secluded on 5 occasions, for a total duration of 102 hours, and 3 As^m. 

females were secluded on 15 occasions, for 192 hours in all. Seclusion. 

The additions, alterations, and improvements in the asylum since Additions, 
last inspection are as follow : — alterations, and 

improvements. 


(a.) Carried out hy Contract or outside Labour. 

Day-room, hospital, staircase, male visiting-room, and Nos. 1 and 
4 divisions on male side, and day-room on female side plastered. 


(&.) Carried out hy the Asylum Staff and Patients. 

(1.) The entire basement cleaned out and lighted. 

(2.) Day room, hospital, staircase, visiting-room, Nos. 1 and 4 
corridors on male side, and day-room and No. 8 corridor on 
female side painted. 

(3.) Electric tell-tale clocks put up and telephonic communication 
established bet-veen the new hospital, old buildings, engine- 
room, and gate-lodge. 

(4.) A new road, 220 yards long and 5 yards wide, laid down 
from main avenue to rere of old buildings, and pitched 
15 inches deep with stones. 

(5.) New walks made in connection with the above. 

(6.) About 1,100 tons of clay excavated for levelling at east end 
of new building. 

(7.) Four hundred and fifty square yards in rere of new buildings 
pitched with stones 15 inches deep — all stones used in this 
work and in making walks quarried on the asylum grounds. 

(8.) Hydraulic rams fitted up to supplement steam pumps \ and 
waterpipes and ducts constructed. 


All parts of the asylum were found clean, and the patients seemed as Condition of 
contented as could be expected — practically tlio only complaint being Asylum ntul 
the usual one of unjust detention. The overcrowding of the institution 
has, however, now become so great that it will be absolutely necessary (^vercrowi Ing 
for the new Asylum Committee to deal with this question as soon as 
possible after it has been constituted next year. 

While the Governors attend the Board meetings with regularity, it Visitation of 
appeal's from the asylum records that they seldom attend and go through Asylum by 
the house as a Visiting Committee. This is a matter of great regret, Goremom. 
looking to the special interest which in the past the Governors evinced 
in their asylum, because such visits bring sunshine into the lives of 
many poor sufferers from mental disease — by showing that persons 
other than the officials take an interest in them — and also afford a 
great help to the Medical Superintendent in his arduous work, if his 
o-dniinistration of the asylum is to be successful. 
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Akmaoh 

Abylum. 

Necessit)’ for 
Assistant' 
Medical 
Officer. 


Separation of 
offices of 
Clerk and 
Storekeeper. 


Water supply; 

Visiting 

Committee 


Interview with 
patient. 

Books 


The points which I specially wish to bring before the Governors 
are — 

(1.) The necessity for appointing an Assistant Medical Officer. 
By the existing Privy Council Rules, as well as by the new 
Local Government Act, the Governors are required to appoint 
such an officer, and I am sure the Board would not wish to place 
themselves in antagonism to laws and regulations which have 
been framed for all the asylums throughout the country. I am 
not awai’e of any other jiublic asylum in the United Kingdom 
where this office does not now exist; and I feel it is impossible 
to insist on the Medical Superintendent re-classifying and dis- 
tributing the patients in the manner intended by the Governors 
at the time the new hospital was built, unless an Assistant 
Medical Officer is placed in charge of that j)ortion of the insti- 
tution. Should the Governors wish to leave the appointment of 
a permanent officer to their successors — the new Asylum Com- 
mittee — an arrangement could easily be made for affording the 
required medical assistance without giving the person temporarily 
employed any claim or right to the permanent office. 

(2.) Looking to the size which the asylum has reached, it 
would be most desirable to separate the offices of clerk and 
storekeeper, as has been done in the other asylums. The clerk 
could then become non-resident, and an unmarried storekeeper 
could be accommodated in one or two rooms in the basement of the 
old building. 

(3.) The Governors should consider the advisability of improving 
the existing water supplies of both the old and new buildings. 

(4.) A Committee of the Governors should meet at least once 
a month, in the intervals between Board meetings, and go through 
all parts of the asylum, entering their report to the full Board in 
a book kept for the purpose. This association of a Committee of 
the Governors with the Resident Medical Superintendent in the 
management of the asylum, has worked admirably in some other 
districts. 

My colleague and I will be happy, should the Governors wish, to 
meet a Committee of their body to consider how the new hospital 
building can be best utilised in the interests of the patients, as well as 
any other matters connected with the asylum which the Governors may 
wish to discuss. 

I had a private interview with one patient, as to whose insanity there 
was Eome doubt, and who has since been discharged by the Board. 

I examined the books and records. No Case-books are kept, and, 
as the very important duty of keeping thtse books is cast by the Privy 
Council Rules on tl.e Assistant Medical Officer, the Medical Superin- 
tendent states— net unreasonably — that, without the assistance of such 
an officer, he has not sufficient time to devote to recording the history and 
progress of the patients treated in the institution. 


1st December, 1898, 
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Balunasloe 

AsTLfM. 

Inspected on 
30th Septem- 
ber and 1st 
October, 1898. 

BALLINASLOE DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

The various works at present being carried out at this asylum are Progress of 
steadily advancing towards completion. additions 

• and alterations. 

The hospital in process of erection is a detached block, providing 
accommodation for 130 of each sex. and has advanced so far that the 
building of the walls is now almost finished, and more than half of the 
roof, timbers are in position. It is to be hoped that every advantage 
will be taken of the present dry weatlier to have the building roofed 
before the winter sets in. Three ranges of buildings, comprising 
stores of various sorts, workshops, and stables are now completed, but 
at present the workshops and stores are occupied as dayrooms by the 
male patients The nurses’ diningroom is also finished, Imt has not 
yet been utilised for the service of meals. The new sanitary annexes 
attached to the old corridors are, with one exception on the male side, 
roofed in, and the plumbing work is almost completed inside. It is 
to be hoped that these important additions will be given up for the 
use of the patients at an early date. 

The removal of the useless walls in the old corridor.s, by which extra 
space for the accommodation of patients will be obtained, has not 
been commenced, nor can thus work be well taken in hand until the 
new hospital is ready for occupation by the patients. This would allow 
parts of the old building to be for a time evacuated. 

The remodelling of the laundry, embracing an additional washroom 
and the improvement of the dryingroom, has not yet been commenced. 

Th"> necessary demands on this department, to meet the wants of the 
rapidly growing population of the institution, render the enlargement 
of the laundry a matter of more and more pressing necessity as time 
goes on. 

The erection of the new boardroom, and of the kitchen scullery, also 
await the completion of other works j and no steps have been taken to 
provide general bathrooms in the old buildings, where the bathing of 
the patients could be carried out under the supervision of the Head 
Attendants. 

The very serious overcrowding has been, to some extent, met by the Auxlhury 
erection of auxiliary buildings. On the female side, two dayrooms 
built in this way have been in use for a considerable time, and, as far 
as they go, provide excellent accommodation for about 80 patients during 
the day. 

On the male side a very substantial block, affording living space for 
173 patients, has lately been completed and occupied. This block is 
quite detached from the main building, and is situated beyond the farm- 
yard. It provides two dayrooms, diningroom, and three dormitories, 
with single rooms, attendants' rooms, kitchen lavatories, and water- 
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Bai.linasloe closets. The building consists of an iron framework, and the walls are 
composed of two layers of timber sheeting, with felt between the layers. 
The roof is of corrugated iron, lined with felt, and with timber sheeting 
inside. The rooms are lighted by gas, and heated throughout by 
radiators warmed by hot water from a central boiler. They are suitably 
and comfortably furnished throughout, and afford excellent accommo- 
dation. 

Ac^ommo These auxiliary buildings raise the accommodation of the asylum to 

840 (541 men and 299 women), and, when the 260 beds provided in 
the new hospital are added, there wi)l be room for 1,100. If, however, 
the poj.ulation of the asylum goes on increasing as it has done in the 
past, by the time the bui'dings are finished, all the available space will 
be filled uj), and there will be no room for fresh admissions. 


When the asylum was last reported on, the population consisted of 
969 inmates (588 men and 381 women). Since then 310 patients have 
been admitted; 137 have been discharged, of whom 131 had recovered, 
and 66 have died, leaving at the present date 1,076 patients — (648 
men and 428 women) — showing an increase of 107 patients in sixteen 
months. Of the total, 633 are chargeable to the county Galway ; 84 
to the town of Galway, and 359 to the county Roscommon. 

Of the patients at present in the institution, only eight contribute 
anything towards their own support — the sums varying from £10 to 
£21 per annum. 


Sh ?'ecovery rate for the present year, calculated ujjon the admis- 

sions, give a percentage of 48*8 ; and the percentage of deaths, calcu- 
lated on tlie average number resident, is 3-3 — an abnormally low 
mortality. However, a number of deaths amongst the aged and infirm 
must be expected when tlie severe weather sets in. 

Inquest There was only one sudden death, and this was tJie subject of a 

Coroners inquest. In this case the patient was fouud dead in bed 
at six o clock in the morning, having been seen alive by the Night 
Attendant at five o’clock. He suflered from frequent epileptic fits, 
and evidently died in one of them. 


Kpihptic and 
suicidal cases. 

Night 

supervision. 


At present 70 patients sufi'er from epilepsy, and 40 are said to be 
suicidal. Up to the present, owing to the great overcrowding, it has 
been round impossible to institute constant supervision for these ])atients 
uimg the night. In the new hospital, dormitories specially designed 
tor this purpose will be provided. 


It caunot be said that any marked improvement has taken place in 
the sanitary condition of the institution. The liistory of the asylum 
zymotic disease has always been present, and although the 
ea -late is at present below normal, there has been in the past 
SIX een months a large amount of disease of this type. Seven patients 
yiii o the stafi were attacked with typhoid fever — death resulting 
in wo cases. Amongst the staff*, the disease may liave originated 
^ Fletcher points out that one of the attendants 
^ + ‘ 4 - outside the institutior, and worked on the farm, 

so . iH 1 is onl}^ fair to suppose that some at least of the.se cases arose 
irom insanitaiy conditions outside the asylum. Twelve patients (6 of 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



App. F.] 


it7id PHyate Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 


lil 


each sex) were attacked with dyseuterv, of ■whom one wonian died. BAr.LiNAsi.oa 
There were 8 cases of diarrhoea, 4 of scarlatina, 1 of erysipelas, while Asylum, 

2 female j^atients, and 4 of the staff were attacked with influenza. 


As the building work is going on, I would suggest that a report should Causes of 
be obtained from the architect on the di-ainuge of these old buildings, i»sar.itary, 
and as to the ju'obable cause of the unhealthy state of the asylum. condiiion. 


I may di-aw attention to one matter which might be a fruitful Flooring, 
source of disease, viz., the worn out flooring in some of the lower 
corridors. These floors are most likely laid over the clay without any 
concrete underneath them, and every time they are washed the wet 
must percolate througli, and return by evaporation into the rooms . 
with a resulting vitiated atmosphere. All the old woodwork in these 
flooi*s should be removed j the ground concreted undemeath \ aud the 
floors re-laid. 


I found 45 patients in bed, of whom 18 were suffering from serious HeaUJu 
illness, the rest were in bed either from old age, debility, or mental 
excitement. 


During the past 16 months, restraint has in no case been resorted restraint, 
to, and only one man has been secluded on two occasions. Seclusion. 

The list of casualties shows 7 fractures of bones, and a dislocation of Casualties, 
the shoulder, received either from falls or in struggles with other 
patients. 

On last Sunday 510 patients attended Mass, and 13 were present at Mvine 
the Protestant service. The Catholic Chaplain visits almost every day, Venice, 
and holds two services on Sundays. The Protestant Chaplain visits 
frequently during the week, and has one service each Sunday. 

About 600 patients walk daily round the grounds; concei'ts m-e 
frequently given during the winter ; and the band plays outside in the 
summer. 

When the wards are less crowded it is to be hoped that the supply* 
of books, papers, and pictures will be increased. 


One hundred and ninety-four men are employed on the farm ; 14 Employment, 
assist the artizans ; 30 women w’ash in the laundry ; and 02 knit or sew, 

W hen the new workshops are in use, it is to be hoped that a larger pro- 
portion of patients will be employed therein. 


The additional land purchased for tl-e asylum continues not alone to Additional 
confer contentment and happiness on the insane, but is also a source of 
profit to the institution. The farm now consists of 171^ acres. 

Double this quantity of land would, however, be required to meet the 
wants of so large an establishment. Perhaps at some future date the 
area of land may be still further increased. 


During my visit to the wards the conduct of the patients of botli 
sexes was remarkably good : all were quiet and well-behaved. The 
men still wear frieze. They were as a rule tidy, but a few of the more 
disorderly patients would require a little n-ore atUntion from the 
attendants. The female patients appeared very carefully looked after ; Condition and 
their clothes were clean and their hair tidy. clothing. 
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c l-edding throughout tlie estabJishment appeared to be welllooked 
^ after and was of excellent quality. The sheets were clean; indeed the 
Beds. cleanliness of the linen throughout the asylum, having regard to the 

very inadequate laundry appliances, does credit to the staff. 

meaii™ Patients at dinner in the dining-hall on both days of my 

Visit. Their behaviour, and the order and deccrum with which the 
Dietary. meal was served, deserve the highest credit. On the first day (Friday^ 
the dinner consisted of potatoes and milk ; on the second day of bacon, 
cabbage, and potatoes— both meals well suited to the tastes and require- 
ments of the inmates. 


I saw the provisions, which appeared to be of good quality, in tlio 
stores. 

The staff of attendants and nurses in actual charge of the insane 
consists of 33 men and 27 women, giving a ratio of one attendant to over 
19 male i)atients and of one nui-se to 16 female patients. This is 
certainly a very weak staff, but, until the new ho.spital is opened, it 
would be difficult to find room for any more. The night staff’ con- 
sists of 3 male attendants, one of whom takes charge of the auxiliary 
block, and 2 nurses who have charge of the female wards. 

The Medical Staff’ is' unchanged : Dr. Fletcher is assisted by Dr. 
Mills and Dr. .Kirwan. 


Books. The medical books and registers are carefully kept, but more frequent 

and fuller notes should be entered in the case-book. 

Autopsies. During the period under review the cause of death has been verified 

by post mortem examination in 29 cases. This speaks volumes for the 
Mortuary. cneigy and enthusiasm in the cause of science displayed by the Assistant 
Medical Officers, having regard to the fact tliat the dead house is 
nothing but a small shed, with neither the accommodation nor the 
surroundings necessary for the pursuit of pathological study. May we 
hope that in the near future a room fitted with tliose appliances for 
scientific work now generally found in similar institutions will be 
provided I 


1st October, 1898. 
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BELFAST DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


I visited thin asylum on the 16th instant. The last statutory 
inspection was made more than a year ago, viz ; — on the 4th December, 
1897 ; but the institution has been visited on several occasions since. 
The changes which have taken place since the last statutory inspection 
are shown in the following Table ; — 



Males. 

Females. 

Total. 


On registei- at last visit, 

528 

412 

940 

Admitted since, 

158 

142 

300 

Total, . , 

686 

554 

1,240 

Discharged recovered, . 

60 

52 

102 

Discharged unrecovered, 

21 

19 

40 

Died, .... 

45 

37 

82 

Escaped, 

2 



2 

Transferred to building on Antrim 

32 



32 

Asylum Estate. 




Total, , 

150 

108 

268 

On register on 16th December, 1898, 

536 

446 

982 

Absent on probation, 

— 



— 

„ on pass, . , 

— 

— 



n by escape, 

Resident on 16th December, 1898, 

1 


1 

viz.-: — 




In Belfast Main Asylum, 

375 

350 

726 

lu Rurdysburn Auxiliary, 

104 

40 

144 

In Ballymena Workhouse 
Auxiliary. 

66 

66 

112 

Total, . 

j 535 

446 

981 


The numbers of patients chargeable to each unit of the district are as 
follow : — 



Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

City of Belfast, . . . ! 

810 

275 

586 

County of Antrim, . , 

217 

166 


Town' of Carrickfergus, . , 

9 • : 

1 

5 ‘ 

14 


The accommodation in the parent asylum was estimated in 1889 to 
provide for 400 patients, viz. : — 220 males and 180 females, but since 
then, structural alterations have been made giving some additional 


Belfast 

Asylum 

Inspected ou 
16tU Dec., 
1898. 

Statistics. 


Accomtno* 

dation. 
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Bkipast 

Asylum. 


Purdyaburn 

auxiliary. 


New Antrim 
Asylum. 


Recovery 

rates. 


Death rates. 


Paying 

patients. 


Health 

statistics. 


rooin , and, as indicated above, provision for a coQsiderable number of 
patients has of recent years been made in the manor house atPurdysburn, 
and in th^' Ballymena workhouse — in the latter under a special agree- 
ment in pursuance of the provisious of the Act 38 and 39 Vic., cap. 07, 
section 9. 

Tlie condition of the Purdysbum Auxiliary is in every way most 
satisfactory, and the patients seem to thoroughly enjoy the pleasant sur- 
roundin.gs, and pure air of the country. The Resident Medical Superin- 
tendent now resides there, thereby releasing a considerable amount of 
accommodation at the parent asylum, which has been made available 
for the females. There is direct telephonic communication between the 
two places, so that the Medical Superintendent can be summoned at 
any moment, and he spends the working hours of each day in the 
parent institution, in which the two Assistant .Medical Officers sleep at 
night. 

The new Antrim Asylum is now approaching completion, and, during 
the forthcoming year, it is reasonable to expect that all tlie Antrim 
patients will be transferred to it. There are already 32 male patients 
located in a house on the asylum estate. 

The percentage of recoveries on admissions during the year, up to the 
date ot inspection, was 33‘7, viz. : — 30*7 amongst the males, and 37*2 
amongst the females. 

The percentage of deaths on the daily average number resident duiing 
the same period was 7*9, viz. ; — 8 amongst the males, and 7‘9 amongst 
the females. 

Every effort has been made by the Resident Medical Superintendent 
to increase the contributions from friends towards the maintenance of 
])atient.s in the asylum, but the total amount received under this head, 
during the year up to the 16th instant, viz. £465 11s. Id, is some- 
what disappointing, when it is compared with the amounts received in 
some of the other asylums situated in poorer districts. For instance in 
one of these cases (County Clare District) the amount obtained from 
this source during the present year has been little short of £500. 

The health statistics of the parent asylum on the day of my visit are 
shown in the following Table : — 


— 

j Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Patients in bed, viz. : — 




Seriously ill, .... 

6 

6 


i rom minor ailments, . , , 




I'rom old age or debility, 

_ 



I'roin violence or excitement, . 

- 

- 

- 

Total in bed, , 

G 

G 

12 

1 atients suffering from bedsores 




Patients under restraint, 




Patients in sedusinn, 




Epileptics, . 



“ 

Actively suicidal, 




General Paralytics, . 



22 

Kpileptic and suicidal under special observa- 
tion. 

G3 

86 

1(9 

Wet beds reported in morning, 

7 

8 


I a.ieiits raised by attendants during 
previous irght. 

24 

12 

3G 
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Th6re has b6en a considerable number of changes in the Belvast 
staff during the period under review, owing to additions thereto ; Asylum. 
resignations, and the transfer of six attendants (three males and three chAn~s'in 
females) to Antrim. Dr. Samuel Graham, the Senior Assista it 
Medical Officer, resigned on his appointment to the Medical Super- 
intendentship of the new Antrim Asylum, and the vacancy was filled 
by the appointment of Dr. Walter Smyth, who has proved himself to 
be an efficient and zealous officer. A new Matron was appointed in 
March, but she resigned last month, and steps are being taken to fiH 
the vacancy. 

The distribution of the staff and patients in the main asylum is shown Distribution 
in the following table : — of staff and 

patients. 


Number of Division. 

Number of Patients. 

Number of Attendants. 

Charge. 

Ordinary. 

No. 1, . 

Male Side. 
44 

1 

3 

2&4, 

100 

1 

G 

„ 2(b), 

98 

1 

5 

8, . , 

33 

1 

1 

„ 9 

77 

1 

3 

Hospital, . . . 

24 

1 

1 

No. 5, . . . 

Female Side. 
41 

2 

1 

„ 6 

68 

1 

6 

„ 6 (c). 

67 

1 

4 

„ 7, . 

40 

1 

2 

„ 8, . 

49 

1 

3 

„ 8 (adm) 

30 

1 

- 

„ 10 

45 

2 

2 

Hospital, 

20 

1 

1 


I am glad to notice that the Resident Medical Superintendent has Lessoned 
been able to lessen the aggregation of noisy and excitable patients, so ®xoitement. 
that in going through the asylum one is much struck with the better 
conduct and lessened excitement which prevails in the divisions for 
recent and acute cases. 

The new dayrooras, which were built a few years ago at the back of Rearrangement 
the asylum, are now used as dortnitories, while some of the cheerful and 
pleasant rooms overlooking the grounds in the front of the institution 
have been converted into dayrooms. 

The conversion of the tailor’s shop and the adjoining room into day- 
room accommodation is another improvcmem. 
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Asyldii^ t. following table shows the patients employed and unemployed in 
. 13elfast Asylum on the day of my visit ; 


Kmploymetit. 


Nature of Employment. 


Numbers. 


Males. 


Assisting attendants in the wards, 

As garden or field labourers, . 

As clerks, 

As storekeeper, 

As messengers, . , 

As stoker, 

As plumbers, 

As masons, 

A.s carpenters. 

As painters, 

As tailors, 

As shoemakers, 

As upholsterers, 

In the kitchen and vegetable shed, 

In the laundry. 

At needlework. 

At knitting, 

Total employed, 

Refusing to work. 

Unemployed because of . 

(а) Mental condition, 

(б) Bodily condition, 

(c) Suitable work not available, 
id) Other causes, . 

Total unemployed. 


60 

108 

2 

1 

12 

1 

2 

G 

4 

3 . 

12 

4 

25 

58 


Females. 


20 

25 

12 

8 


20 

90 

90 


17 

16 


41 


Additions, 


satisfactory, as showing how few of the patients are 
unable or unwilling to work. In addition, all the patients at Purdys 
burn, with one exception, are daily employed at outdoor work, whioli is 
* occupation for the majority of the insane. 

The Mlowing works have been carried out during the period under 


alterations and review :• 
improvements. 

A. Carried out hy Contract or Outside Labour. 

1. Erected a large roasting oven in general kitchen. 

3' EstXrihp^ pressure system) in female division. 
• 1 j ^*'*o“™ed telephonic communication between Medical Snner 
1.1 endent’s office and male and female hospitals, arfiS nr efec?ric 
beUs throughout the male and female divisions ^ 

f^^^'lP'rrtition screens at end of No. 1 corridor. No 5 con-idor 
and at head ot stairs in administrative block. ' ’ 

B. Carried out by Asylum Staff and Patients. 

enamSed baths of six porcelain 

Provided hathr^i:! 
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3. Laundry re-tiled, and new water channels constructed, with metal 
gratings. Erected two Troy laundry brass hydraulic washers, and fitted 
same with hot water, cold water, and steam. Erected soap and soda 
tank, steam starching kettle, range of Cypress hand washing tubs, and 
laid on hot water, cold water, and steam, and provided same with con- 
densed water from steam pipes in drying loft. Erected a Broadbent's 
hydro-extractor. 

4. Laundry drying closet renovated, and pipes covered with protective 
lattice to avoid accident. 

5. Conversion of laundresses’ sleeping apartment into airing room, 

and fittmg same with large steam radiators, with Royles’ patent svphon 
trap. Erected shelving, (fee., (fee. ^ 

6. Erected in engine room a steam tubed water heater for supplying 
hot water to laundry, kitchen, and scullery, and for utilizing condensed 
steam from engine, when working, and also live steam laid on when 
engine off. 

7. Built adjoining laundrj a soiled clothes store. 

8. Built brick receptacles for coals and coke in laundry yard. 

9. Re-constructed tailor’s workshop, and converted same into reading 

room and library. ® 

10. Re-constructed dormitory in No. 1 front building, male division, 
and converted same into day room. 

11. Converted three dayrooms in rere of Building, male division, into 
dormitories, and erected protective hoarding around heating furnace in 
same. 

12. Renovated hot water-pipes (low pressure system) in male 
divisions. 

13. Removed brick wall in No. 2 airing enclosure. 

1 4. Erected coal stores for female divisions in No. 6 yard. 

15. Re-constructed coal and potato stores. 

16. Constructed a new sewer, 150 feet lo;ig, from 6c. female division 
to main sewer at 5 division, and fitted same with 6-inch Buchan’s 
disconnecting trap, and three inspection eyes. Built two manhole 
inspection chambers of enamelled brick, and provided same with air- 
tight metal covers, and ventilated sewer .3 feet above eaves of main 
building. 

17. Constructed a new sewer leading from No. 2 male division to 
main sewer at No. 1 division — similar to work done on female side. 

18. Provided additional w.c. accommodation in administrative block. 

19. Laid on supply of drinking water from main pipe leading to 
cistern in 6c. yard. 

20. The male division has been painted or distempered tliroughout. 

21. The exterior of the administrative block has been painted. 

22. The interior of the administrative block has been painled and 
papered. 

PURDYSBURN AUXILIARY. 

1. At Purdysburn an old disused laundry in the basement was 
converted into a creamery, and equipped with the most recent apparatus 
for dairy work. Hot and spring water have been laid on, and it has 
also been heated and ventilated on approved principles. 

2. Additional dormitory accommodation has been provided for 24 
Diale patients by the re-construction of a lumber store into a com- 
fortable sleeping apartment — well lighted, heated, and ventilated, and 
provided witli Jayatory and w.c. 


127 
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Belfast 

^Asylum. 


Service of 
meats. 

Dietary. 


3. A byro for thirteen cows has been built and supplied with all 
necessary fittings. 

4. The dining hall has been painted and decorated, and all the 
corridors throughout the building have been painted. 

I was pleased to notice the very great improvement in the service of 
the meals, and special thanks are due to the Governors for the varied 
and liberal dietary which they have recently sanctioned. The following 
in now the authorised scale : — 

Dietary Scale. 


— 

Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Supper. 

Sunday, 

1 

Bread, 8 oz. ; tea, 1 
pint, consisting of 
(for each 100 patients) 
1 Ib. tea, 6 lbs. sugar, 
8 pints milk ; por- 
ridge, consisting of 6 
oz. Carlow meal, and 
^pint of new milk. 

Beef (boiled), 8 oz. ; 
soup, \ pint; potatoes, 
2 lbs. ; vegetables, 
8 oz. 

Bread, 8 oz. ; Jam. 
2 oz. ; new milk, 
f-pint. 

Monday, . i 

do., 1 

Beef (roast), 8 oz. ; 
broth, 1 pint; pota- 
toes, 2 lbs. ; vege- 
tables, 8 oz. 

Bread, 8 oz. ; new 
milk, ^-pint. 

Tuesday, 

do., 

Irish stew, consistingof 
beef, 8 oz. ; potatoes, 
2 lbs. ; with vege- 
tables and condi- 
ments. 

do. 

Wednesday, 

do., . . 

Same as Sunday, . 

do. 

Thursday, 

do., , 

Same as Monday, 

do. 

Friday, 

do., . 

Bread, 8 oz. ; 1 boiled 
egg ; tea, 1 pint ; 
consisting of (for ea^h 
300 patients) 1 lb. 
lea. 6 lbs. sugar, 1 
gallon milk ; rice 
pudding, consisting 
of (for each 300 
patients) 18 lbs. rice, 
6 lbs sugar, and 2 
gallons milk. 

Bread, 8 oz. ; jam 
2 oz. ; new milk 
I ^-Pint. 

! 

Saturday, . 

do., . 

Bacon ^boiled) 8 cz. ; 
potatoes, 2 lbs. ; 
vegetables, 8 oz. 

Bread, 8 oz. , new 
milk, §-pint. 


Patients umier any form of employment get a fire o’clock tea, consisting of (each) 
4 oz. bread, -g-oz. butter, I pint tea. 


Hospital Dietary. 

Tea. —Each pint to consist of 4 oz- tea, 1 oz. sugar, 2 oz. milk, with 8 oz. bread. 
Rice — 3 oz. rice with 1 pint new milk. 

Cornflour — 2 oz. com flour with 1 pint new milk. 

Beef tea . — 1 lb. beef to each pint, with 8 oz. bread. 

6VeoI:.— 8oz. beef ) « , , _ 

Chop..^S oz. raimonj- ® ^ lb. potatMS. 
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Two hundred and fifty males and 180 females are able to attend the Belfast 

associated entertainments in the parent asylum, of which there have A sylu m. 

been 55 since last inspection. The usual indoor games — cards, Amusemeots 
draughts, chess, »tc. — are provided, and a Christmas tree was got up 
for the entertainment of the patients. Out of doors, football is played 
during suitable weather, and the annual atliletic sports, which were 
held in August, afforded much amusement to all the inmates of the 
institution. 

The numbers of patients who attend Divine Service in the parent Divine Service, 
asylum, and at Purdysburn, are shown in the following tables : — 


— 

1 Males. 

1 

Females. 

Total. 

Belfast. 




Presbyfceriaiis, . . 

75 

62 

137 

Protf slant Episcopalians, 

71 

41 i 

112 

Koman Catbolics, 

63 

44 

107 

Purdysburn. 




Presbyterians, 

Protestant Episcopalians, 

38 

11 

49 

35 

19 

64 

Koman Catholics, . 

31 

10 

41 


Dm*ing the period under review, Divine Service has been celebrated 
for the Roman Catholics 62 times ; for the Protestant Episcopalians 
55 times ; and for the Presbyterians 53 times. In addition to the 
weekly celebration of Divine Service and sick calls, the chaplains visit 
the asylum once a week. 

The casualties recorded during the period under review are as Caaualues. 
follow : — 

(1.) A. H. or O’H. — Fracture of left femur, the result of a fall — 
caused by being pushed down by another patient. 

(2.) R. O’K. — Fracture of right lower jaw, the result of being 
struck by an epileptic patient. 

(3.) W. W. — Injury to ankle, by putting his foot through window 
in door of single room. 

(4.) E. R. — Fracture of left wrist, the result of an accidental 
fall. 

The deaths call for no special remark, except that two of them Deathi 
formed the subject of coroner’s inquests. 

In one case, that of E. B. (a female) the jury found that the patient Inquests, 
died of heart disease ; and in the other, S. Q. (also a female) a verdict 
of death from natural causes was returned. 

In both cases the juries added riders to their verdicts, to the effect 
that no blame was attached to any persons in connection with the 
deaths, and that the patients were kindly and properly treated by the 
asylum oflicials. 

There were six cases of zymotic disease amongst the patients since Zymotic 
last inspection, viz. : — four of erysipelas, and two of enteric fever, in 
all of which cases the patients recovered. Two nurses were, however, 
attacked with the latter disease, which unfortunately proved fatal in 
both cases. 

L 
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Belfast 

Asylum. 

Seclusion. 

restraint. 


[App. F. 

The entries in the register of restraint and seclrsion were very few 
Jnr n f ‘'’'-ee occasions 

in loZll" resirif t “ "" P'“® 

Having regard to the suggestions made on this subject in former 
reports this record is particularly gratifying, as it shows that the 

stronger ^t iff Superintendent is, with the assistance of a 

. on„ei staff, able to manage the asylum on the most advanced lines 

exDCTienced o however, just to the former zealous and 

te^T of nffi J f during his 

tenure of office, was not so strong as at present; and (2) that the 

question of the amount of mechanical restraint, which it is jimtifiable to 
use, IS one on which medical authorities are not altogether igreed. 

I examined the asylum boohs. The Medical Records are carefullv 
kept and much more fully written up than formerly ; while the general 
High efficiency Harper, the Clerk, afford striking evidence 

I am glad to notice that Committees of the Governors have been 
punctual in visitmg the asylum, and that the Visiting Committee in 

Impcovcnenis effects i^l^d a ^ f wLh Tave Li:u 

earned out by , , ® °'d asylum, notably in the baths and bathincrarrauge- 

SStr transfornluru the tlfbuildinf beZ"""'^ t 
Superintendeat energy and skill of the Resident hledicil SuperinteTent. 

Adniiniatration Aq +!.,,• 4.1 1 , 

hy governors. If last opportunity which I shall probably have of 

addressing the Governors, as such_the old order Link way to the 

UdVtL f ™ behalf of my colleague and myself toLknow- 

Jed„e tile great zeal and interest which the Governors liave taken in 
their asylum ; their admirable conduct of business ; and the courtesy 
Satrns ^ o^tended to us in our official 

iiccoramod alien cjjy of ^®®* P™'’ffi® fc"' the lunatic poor of the large 

for insane poor ®‘V Belfast— ever increasing in number— is one of great imnortan^. 

P'-®-"* insarimor are 
at Belfast ■ the Purd 1 ™ i®* institutions, viz. : — the parent asylum, 
Beffl t Auxiliary ; Ballymena Workhouse ; and the 

eltast VV 01 khouse. While the insanity of the majority of the inmates 

nonfoaherhat”b‘'‘f'™f >^c rLembered tliat 

Wd de en^ion “d, therefore, the 

iced detention of such patients is virtually illegal. It has I under- 

fcto ^eettof of P°"’®>^ should be sought under the 

wards o£ toe wLl o Covernment Act to constitute the lunatic 
this done howeve “yffiui under that section. To have 

would ffiiVfto C’ ‘a ®“d‘t.ons under the 9tli section of the Act 

of the Local Taxatin A *® P'^"^ lunatic out 

Local Taxation Account could not exceed two shillings a week. 

GovenimTii^W the reports of the Local 

Belfast Woikto^ '^d ®®® department of the 

fhis deprrtme’rH^^ h°w valuable an addition to 

the lunatics would ® J“'™S ground and buildings, now occupied by 
lunatics, w ould prove both for the sick and convalescent. 


Medical 

records. 


Visiting 

committee. 
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On the other hand, the Borough Council have, in Purdysburn, an Bblfasv 

estate of almost unequalled suitability as a site on wliich to provide for Asylum 

all classes of the insane. Provision could be made on it not only 
for the acute and chronic classes, but also, with great advantage, for the 
mild cases of insanity now located in the workhouse j and, lastly, one 
portion of the estate would lend itself admirably to the establishment of 
a colony for working epileptics, such as has been provided in some parts 
of England and abroad. 

In the end it would, I am convinced, be found not only more 
advantageous to the patients, but also more economical to place all the 
insane poorot the district under one system of control and management, 
under which system a complete classification of the patients could be 
made, even in separate buildings, if considered advisable, and under 
which, too, accommodation could be found for the private insane of small 
means, as contemplated in the 9th section (sub-section 6) of the Local 
Government Act. 

In the discussion of these important questions, my colleague and I 
shall be happy to afford any assistance in our power either to the new 
Asylum Committee or the Borough Council, which latter body will take 
over the duties and functions now appertaining to the Board of Control 
of Lunatic Asylums. 


31st December, 1898. 



CARLOW DISTRICT ASYLDM. 


The last report on this asylum, dated the 16th November, 1897, i 
described the various structural alterations and improvements which 1 
had been decided on ; the works then completed ; those in progress, ^ 
and those not commenced. Since that time further progress has been j 
made — the female dining-room, the nurses’ block, and the clerk's office i\ 
are now completed and occupied ; the two day-rooms at each end of ^ 
the building are advancing towards completion ; and the stores, work- J 
shops, and bath-room are in progress. 


Almost all the additional accommodation so far completed as to be 
fit for occupation, viz., tlie dining-room, laundry, and nurses’ block, 
has been on the female side, and has been occupied by the female 
patients and staff, so that, as regards day-room and dormitory space, 
there is now ample room on this side of tlie house. 


The corridors on tlie female side are in excellent order ; the day- Condiiiou of 
rooms are bright, cheerful, well warmed, and well ventilated, provided female sMe. 
wit!) new and suitable furniture, blinds, curtains, and the surroundings 
and adornments usually found in a modem asylum. The bedding is 
excellent and well kept ; most of the bedsteads are new, of modern 
design, and supplied with hair mattresses and wire bottoms. The bed- 
clothing is clean and sufficient. 

L 2 
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Caui.ow 

Asyi.um. 

Sanital-y 

accommoda- 

tion. 

Accommoda- 
tion for female 
staff. 


Service of 
meals on 
female side. 


Condition of 
females. 


Accommoda- 
tion for males. 


Service of 
meals on male 
side. 


Accommoda- 
tion for male 
staff. 


Incoiivenicace 
resulting from 
building 
works. 


Apioendix to Forty-eighth Report on District, Criminal, [App. F. 

Tlie sanitftiy annexes, connected by a passage with each corridor, 
have been built in the rere of the front building. These provide bath- 
rooms (fitted with Stourbridge baths), lavatories, and water-closets. 

The new block for the accommodation of the female staff meets a 
want which, up to this, has been little thought of in Irish asylums— 
providing comfortable quarters for the female staff when off duty, and 
enabling the nurses to pass their leisure time away from the wards, 
and surrounded by homely comforts. Here a suitable dining-room is 
provided, where they take their meals and pass their leisure time 
together. TJp.stairs are bed-rooms decently furnished and ventilated, 
while at the rere of the building a bath-room and sanitary accommo- 
dation are provided. 

The new female dining-room affords ample accommodation for the 
patients. It adjoins the kitchen, is well furnished and decorated, and 
the floor polished. Here I saw 123 patients at dinner. The meal was 
served with perfect order and regularity. Jilach patient was provided 
with a plate, knife, fork, spoon and tumbler. The behaviour of the 
patients was excellent ; the most jicrfect order and decorum was main- 
tained, and no assembly could have been better conducted. 

The condition of the female wards is most creditable, and the quietude 
and contentment of the female patients shows what can be done by 
care, improved treatment, and plenty of elbow room. 

Unfortunately, as already stated, the buildings now completed are 
almost entirely on the female side. The men, although they exceed the 
women in numbers, have as yet been afforded little additional accom- 
modation. Ihe day-rooms on the male side are still quite inadequate 
for the numbers occupying them, and the overcrowding is especially 
evidenced in the acute ward, where the troublesome cases, to whom 
space is of the most importance, are crowded together in a small room. 

As the male dining-room is not yet completed, there is no place in 
which to serve the meals, except the corridor, where the food has to 
be partaken of after being brought from the kitchen at great incon- 
venience, and with much discomfort, 

ilic greater number of the male staff ]}ave to sleep in a dormitoiy in 
one of the old one-storied buildings, where their comforts appear to call 
for greater attention, as I observed some of the beds without i)iIlow 
covers or bolster .slips. 

In an institucion such as this, wlicre such extensive building opera- 
carried out, the inmates must undergo a certain amount 
or discomfort from the disturbance and disorganisation necessarily 
resulting from the works, but the great object ought to be to endeavour 
to lessen these evils as much as possible. 

Arrangements might, I think, liave been made by wliicli the male 
patients and the male staff would have been saved some of the hardships 
which they have had to undergo. The female side might not now be 
in such pod order ; but, as the men form the larger part of the popu- 
lation, their wants deserved consideration. 

It is, however, satisfactory to know that the new day-rooms on the 
male side will be finished in a few weeks, and the male dining-room 
shortly afterwards. ® 

express the hope that every effort will be made by the 
a,rchitect to have these buildings completed and ready for use with as 
uttJe delay as possible* 
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Tiie jiafcieiits ave well dressed, neat and clean in tlieir persons; and Carlow 

in no other asylum do I see greater attention paid to the personal 
a[)pearance of the female patients, especially to the tidiness of tlieir hair Clothing, 
and the fitting of their gowns — matters of no small importance, as 
tending to their contentment and good conduct. 

When the asylum was last reported on there were 359 patients Sin'.isfica. 
resident (204 men and 155 women). Since then 82 liave been admitted ; 

73 have been discharged, of whom 50 had recovered and 27 have died — 
leaving at the present time 341 in the asylum, of wlioin 188 are males 
and 153 females. These numbers show a falling off in the asylum popu- 
lation, amounting to 18, during the past year. This falling off is not, 
however, due to any decrease in the number of fresh admissions, but 
rather to an increase in the numbers discharged. 

The death-rate for the year 1897 was above the average, being lO’l Deaths, 
per cent, on the average number resident — that for all Ireland being 
7' 6 per cent. 

During the present year, however, it has been reduced. 

In only one case does the cause of death call for any special remark, Suicide, 
and in that case (where a male patient threw himself under a train) an 
investigation on oath was held, and a special report was made for the 
information of the Governors. 

In four cases the cause of death was verified by post-mortem ex- Autopsies, 
amination. Unfortunately no dead-liouse, with suitable rooms for 
scientific work, has been provided in this institution, so tliat any in- 
vestigation of this kind is carried out with great difficulty. It is to be 
hoped that this great want of a suitable mortuary for the reception of 
the dead will not be lost sight of in the future. 

The burial-ground, for patients dying in the asylum whose bodies Cemetery, 
are not claimed, is now full. I understand that the Governors were 
anxious to make arrangements with the committee of the public 
cemetery to allow the burials to be made there in future, but that no 
agreement could be arrived at. Perhaps it might be possible for the 
Governors to purchase a piece of land adjoining the cemetery for asylum 
burials, so as to avoid enlarging the burial ground on the asylum estate, 
as nothing can be more objectionable than a cemetery inside the grounds 
of an asylum, especially whei'e the estate is so very limited in extent. 

The health of the institution has been wonderfully good, with He.'ilth. 
the exception of an outbreak of influenza, and one case of erysipelas. 

Only four patients were confined to bed at the time of my visit ; 11 
men and 5 women suffer from epilepsy; while 11 men and 3 women 
are actively suicidal. Of these, all the men and the suicidal women Niglit. ' 
sleep under constant supervision. This is not possible in the case of supervision, 
the female epileptics, who each require the protection of a single room, 
on account of their dangerous propensities, and, unfortunately, there 
are no single rooms in connection with the existing observation 
dormitory. 

The return of employment shows that 98 men are employed on the land ; Employment. 
31 assist the artizans, &c. ; 38 women wash; and 73 knit and sew, or 
make themselves otherwise useful. One hundred and twenty-four meu Excn-isc. 
and 84 women walk out occasionally beyond the grounds. 

One hundred and sixty men and 74 women attended Mass on Divine 
the Sunday preceding my visit. As the accommodation provided Service, 
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in the chapel is not sufficient for the numbers, two services liave now 
to be held. Niue men and 16 women were present at the Protestant 
service. 

Unfortunately no increase has been made to the area of land attached 
to the asylum, which consists of twenty-six acres — nine only being 
under cultivation — an amount quite inadequate to afford employment 
to such a number of men. It is to be hoped that the new governing 
body will take this matter into consideration. 

Efforts should be made, by obtaining some more machinery and 
training additional patients, to make all the clothing used in the asylum 
in the tailor’s and shoemaker’s shops. All the upholstery is, I under- 
stand, now done in the asylum. 

■Works tarried Many minor improvements have been carried out by the aid of the 
hiboS ® corridor has been entirely re-floored, and the windows 

lowered. The lavatories throughout the female side have been painted 
and the walls coloured. At present the windows are being lowered in 
the front corridors. I'his will do away with much of the prison-like 
appearance of the old building, and add greatly to the light and ventila- 
tion of the various rooms. A great deal of work, however, remains to 
be done on the male side, as the floors are in manyjdaces much decayed 
and require speedy renewal. 

^ The Assistant Medical Officer is anxious to have some minor altera- 
tions carried out in his quarters. These the Governors might take into 
consideration, and, if decided on, the asylum staff will be quite com- 
petent to carry them out. 

There exists at present a vacancy on both the male and female staff 

an attendant and a nurse being now constantly employed in looking 
after the service of the meals. It would tend to economy if the 
Governors would appoint a dining-hall maid, who would look after the 
dinner utensils for both divisions, as is the custom in other similar 
institutions. 

At present the staff in actual charge of the insane in the wards is 
reduced to twelve men and eleven women — a ratio of about one attend- 
ant to over fifteen male jmtients, and of one nurse to nearly fourteen 
females. 

The night staff consists of two attendants on each side. The efficiency 
of their work is shown by only one bed being found wet for many 
mornings past. 

and Registers were found to be correctly kept, and 
Officer. Case-books reflect much credit on the Assistant Medical Officer, 


Caklow 

Asylum. 


Additional 
land required. 


8th December, 1898, 
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CASTLEBAR DISTRICT ASYLUM. Casti.mak 

Asylum. 

Inspected on 

The number of patients in this establishment is now 537 (322 men 2 1st and 22ud 
and 215 women) — showing an increase since last inspection, on the 
4th June, 1897, of 27 (6 men and 21 women). Needless to say the ' — 
overcrowding of the institution is now more apparent than ever. The Statistics, 
last return of the accommodation made by the Board of Control shows Overcrowding 
that there is only space for 429 patients, so that, on the male side Accommoda- 
especially, the rooms provided for use during the day have now to be tion. 
appropriated for sleeping accommodation, and the inmates have in 
consequence to pass their days as best they can : principally in the 
open air. This is all very well at present, but when winter comes on, 
shelter of some sort must be found. Not alone is there deficiency of 
space in the wards, but in the diningrooms the overcrowding is equally 
great. The stalf is not sufficient for the number of patients, but it is 
difficult to find room for any additional attendants; neither is the 
attendants’ diningroom sufficiently large for the present staff*. Further, 
the necessity for providing for the accommodation of future admissions 
sliould be taken into account. 

The present, however, is not a time — just as the provisions of the 
Local Government Act are about to come into operation, and the 
existing Boai'd of Governors is going out of office, when the manage- 
ment of the institution will pass into other hands — to talk of providing 
permanent accommodation for the insane poor of the district. This 
must be left for the Committee of the County Council to consider. 

Perhaps, however, some temporary means may be found to tide over Urgent neces- 
existing difficulties. The Fever Hospital has been, I am happy to say, sity for further 
lying idle for some considerable time, and, as we may hope from tie 
history of the past fifteen months, diu’ing which time only one case of 
typhoid fever occurred, that owing to the improved sanitary condition Zymotic 
of the Asylum, the epidemics of zymotic disease, which were the diaease^j 
scourge of this institution in the past, will be unknown in the 
future. It might, therefore, be possible to utilise this building as 
temporary accommodation for some quiet, working patients employed 
on the farm, who might dine in the main building and take their 
other meals in the hospital. If the overcrowding were not so extreme 
as to render additional accommodation a matter of necessity, I should 
not recommend this course, as a fever hospital ought, if possible, to be 
left vacant, so as to be available at an hour’s notice to meet any out- 
break of disease. 

Another suggestion would be to convert the existing Roman Catholic 
Chapel into a dining-hall, and to purchase an iron chapel and erect it 
somewhere on the grounds. Such iron structures are now common, 
and can, I believe, be cheaply bought. By this means the present 
niale diningroom could be added to the male wards. If these two 
suggestions were carried out, some additional accommodation would be 
found, which might meet the immediate reqtnrements of the male popu- 
lation until the new local authorities are able to take into consideration 
the question of the accommodation for the insane of the district. It 
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Health. 
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Sedusion. 
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*As^rrM''" *'''**^’ matter wliat i)Lm is adopted by the 

■_ ■ new governing body, at least five years must elapse before any 
permanent accommodation can be made available, while in the mean- 
time the inmates of the institution will go on increasing. 

^slTia4°”,*kud , ^““tlm 'late of last report 160 patients haup been admitted : 86 
deaths. discharged, of whom 73 had recovered ; and 37 have died 

Fatal casualty. of '>eath call for any remark. In this 

case death resulted from swallowing some disinfecting fluid This 
unfortunate occurrence was the subject of an inquiry, and of a report 
from our office to the Governors, on the evidence taken. 

The death-rate in 1897, on the average number of patients re,sident, 
was 4-3 per cent. This is below the average death-rate even in Irish 
asylums. 

fei.xteen patients were found in bed, of whom 9 were suffering from 
serious illness ; 4 from old age ; and 3 were confined to bed on account 
of their excited condition. One patient was found in seclusion. 

During the past year restramt has been used in the treatment of 5 
men and 14 women--the means of restraint used being in every case 
locked gloves. Seclusion was resorted to in the cases of 31 men, on 
4o occasions; and of 11 women on 18 occasions. 

S'LTes. sidlf\®iffi 

siae; , and 9 patients are returned as actively suicidal. As yet these 

patients have been only placed under partial supervision during the 

bmploymct. ^rds employment, G1 men are engaged at farm work ; 19 assist 

uie artisans, 61 women wash in the laundry; and 73 sew or knit 

Jf Tver 3M Figl.r‘‘” employed - 80 out 

or over dUU. Inghty men are said to be employed in the wards hut 

houT noT'^ -P>“y“«nt for a couple of hTir^s in Sie ITn-ng,’ and 
should not count as work. The importance of employment for the 

tTaT aTd“?ones“'T'‘™‘'*"‘^'r happiness and contentment 

ksrT.,’.di ?! f '■®“’^ery to those for whom hope still remains 
-CiSpecially would industrial work prove a blessino in on no^ri V 

oTtIyinlToTTTra1r°®lTT^'T'' “ GovernL the importance 

attached to almost all Tr T ‘i ° a area of land 

every instant Te Tn,,„T I increased, and in 

tot/eiTStioT ® has proved a source of economy 

- -e time in progress, 


Ailtlitional 
-and requin d. 
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The lauiiclry has been entirely re-modelled, and extensive additions 
made to it ; a new drying closet has been erected, and new machinery 
obtained. This department is now most creditable, and fully equal to 
meet the requirements of the institution. The whole asylum has been 
heated on the “ Plenum’' system ; a chimney and boiler-house have been 
erected, and fitted with three powerful boilers. The Governors have 
also re-modelled and increased the cooking appliances. 

A mortuary has been erected. This building, however, has not been 
sup2)lied with cither gas or water, or any of the fittings necessary for 
carrying out post mortem examinations. Indeed, it has been designed 
on such economical principles as to render it of little use for the purpose 
of scientific work. 

Above all, water has been obtained from the town supply, unlimited 
in quantity and excellent in quality — i)erhaps the greatest benefit which 
could have been conferred on this or any other institution. 

As I have already stated, the dininghalls are greatly overcrowded, as 
neither of the rooms is capable of containing half of one sex, so that, 
although there have to be two breakfasts ; two dinners ; and two supj^ers, 
tlie great overcrowding still continues. 

I am sorry to saj’^ I cannot report much progress in the service of tlie 
meals. There are still no tablecloths ; no knives or forks. The 
Governors have gone to so much expense and trouble in trying to im- 
prove the condition of the patients, by introducing an excellent dietary, 
and by providing new and improved cooking appliances, that there can 
be no reason why the service of the meals should not be carried on here 
with the same regularity and order as in other similar institutions. 

As regards the aidicles received under contract, the quality of the 
meat appears to have improved : most of the other sujJidies are at very 
low 2>rices — so low as to render it difficult to understand how goods 
could be supi^lied with a profit at such rates. 

As regards the stores themselves, the shoemakers’ and tailors’ work- 
shops are small, badly ventilated, and take up room which should be 
used for other purposes. It would be better to erect sheds where these 
trades could be carried on. More work might be done in the shoe- 
makers’ shop if some machinery were obtained for it. Much has been 
done in this direction in some of the other asylums, and it would be 
well if an attempt were made to extend the industry here, so as to make 
all the boots required in the institution, thus providing occupation for 
the patients and promoting economy. 

The old clothing belonging to the patients, which is now stored in 
the centre of the asylum, sliould be entirely removed. Any clothing 
worth preserving should either be returned to the relatives or stored 
somewhere outside the institution. 

I can speak very favourably of the condition of the female wards. 
Various improvements have taken place since I was last here. The 
patients are now neat and tidy in their dress ; the beddbig is clean and 
carefully attended to. On the male side, s\ich is the overcrowding ihat 
any improvement is made with great difficulty, but the men were 
cleaner in their persons and somewhat tidier than when last seen. 

The bedding was clean and some of it extremely good, but I would 
suggest that every effort should be made to replace the old straw ticks, 
palliasses, and fibre, by wire and hair mattresses. 


Castlebau 

Asylum. 

Laundry. 

Heating. 

Cooking 

appliances. 

Mortuary. 


M'»ter supi'b'. 


InsufBcicnl 

diuing-hali 

accommoda- 

tion. 


Service of 
meals. 


Provisions. 


Workshops. 


Patients’ 

clotliing. 


Condition of 
females. 

Condition of 
males. 


Beds. 
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Castlebar Furniture is much required in all parts of the institution. A few 
s^M. chairs and tables might be purchased from month to month without 

Puniituie. materially increasing the cost of maintenance. 

I would suggest that waterproof aprons be obtained for the laundry 
patients so as to keep them dry when washing, and that the shirts of 
the working men should be changed twice instead of once a week. 

Kepairs. Repairs in varioAis parts of the institution should be attended to. 

For instance, the water-closet pan in the laundry has, to my knowledge, 
been broken for the last couple of months. ’ 

Sanitary Whenever an opportunity occurs for doing so, the old sanitary 

appliances. appliances in the water-closets on the ground floor should be done away 

Avith, and flush-out closets substituted. 

Disiiifeclimls. Special jars should be obtained for disinfectants, and these only 
should be used, in accordance with the suggestion made in the Inspectors’ 
memorandum of the 1st July last. 

The staff actually in constant charge of the insane is stated to consist 
of 19 male attendants and 13 nurses, but of these latter one acts as au 
as.sistant laundress, one as servant to the Assistant Medical Officer and 
the Head Nurse, and one as diiiing-hall maid, so that 10 nui’ses only 
remain to take charge of 215 patients — a ratio of 1 nurse to 21 patients. 
It must be remembered that a large increase has taken place in the 
number of female patients during the past year, and, therefore, I would 
recommend the Governors — in vieAV of their responsibility — to add at 
least one nurse to the female staff, as the ratio of the staff to the 
jiatients — at any rate on the female side — is not .sufliciently high for 
the protection of the insane. 

Uciid atten- A new Head Attendant has lately been appointed. I would ask the 
Governors to afford him every facility to visit a few neighbouring 
asylums, so that he may learn the general routine of these establish- 
ments. 

. Unfortunately, the Assistant Medical Officer is at present enjoying 
his well-earned holiday, so that I Avas unable to see the case-books and 
medical journal ; but, Avith these exceptions, I examined the various 
books, which apjiear to be carefully kept, 

Ward reports have noAV been ])rovided for the Charge Attendants, so 
as to have a record of any casualty or other matter of importance 
occurring amongst the patients. These books, however, to be of any 
use should be Avritten up regularly from day to day ; on the male side 
this does not appear to be do/ie. 


22nd September, 1898. 
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CLONMEL DISTKICT ASYLUM. Cr.oKMEr. 

Akylu.m. 

Inspected on 

Since tlie last inspection of this asylum, on the SOtli June, 1897, the Sept., 
accommodation has been increased by the erection of a block of build- Accommoda- 
ings capable of containing 86 patients. In our Forty-sixth Annual tiou. 

Report it is stated that the sleepmg accommodation in the Clonmel 
Asylum is for 621 patients, but the dayroom space is very insufficient 
for that number. The additional buildings now provided will raise 
the accommodation to 707. The resident poimlation, however, numbers 
716, so that both sleeping and dayrooms are more than full, and no 
provision whatsoever has been made for fresh admissions. 

T am sorry also to say that no addition has been made to the amount lii.suffident 
of land attached to the asylum. From year to year attention has been tuul. 
called to the sad fact that, while the male population has increased to 
over 350, the amount of land provided for their employment amounts 
to little over 25 acres, so that it may be said that, for the greater 
number of these patients, no means of employment exist. It is hardly 
necessary for me to say that this denotes the loss of the best form of 
curative treatment for those to whom liope of recovery remains ; and 
of the most efficacious means of supplying contentment and quietude 
for those whose mental disease is incurable. 

The new block just erected is of wood, with a roof of corrugated New buildings, 
iron, and provides two dayrooms and two donnitories, with corridors in 
the rere, otf which are eight single rooms, and four nurses’ rooms. In 
the front are the kitchen, diningroom, and scullery, and close to the 
dayrooms are the lavatories and bathrooms, fitted with modern appli- 
ances suitable for the treatment of the insane. The whole building is 
heated throughout by hot water mdiators, supplied from a central 
boiler which is placed in a detached concrete building, so that no 
danger can arise from fire. The rooms are furnished throughout with 
articles of furniture adapted to the use of the occupants ; the bedsteads 
are of polished wood ; and the bedding is of excellent quality. 

As yet only half the patients for whom accommodation is provided 
have been moved into this block, but it is intended to use it as a female 
hospital, and for that purpose it is well suited, situated as it is on an 
elevated site, commanding a charming view of the surrounding country, 
and enjoying sufficient sun and air to make it a perfect health resort. 

Here the female sick and infirm, who up to the present, from want of 
room in the female house, had to be accommodated in the male block, 

■will be received. 

One very pleasing feature in connection with this block is the manner tVorks carried 
in which it was erected, a great part of the work having been carried asylum 
out by the assistance of the patients and staff of the asylum, mider Dr. 

Oarner’s directions. All the excavation, part of which was through 
solid rock ; the laying of the foundations ; the terracing and laying out 
of the grounds j and excavating for the conveyance of water and gas 
were all done by asylum labour. 
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Clonmel 

Asylum. 


Another important work, which was carried out by contract, was the 
painting of the outside of both the male and female houses. 


Insufficient 

dining-room 

}i"Commoda- 

tion. 


Lighting. 


Suggested 

telephonic 

(-•ommunication 


Stnlistics. 


As regards the main buildings, I would call the attention of the 
Governors to the insufficiency of the accommodation in the male dininir- 
room to meet the requirements of the patients, as the numbers have 
more than doubled since this room was built. The result is that about 
120 males have now to dine in their respective dayrooms, which are 
already overcrowded. The extension of the diningroom could be earned 
out without any great difficulties as regards surrounding buildings, and 
would add much to the economical working of the establishment, and 
to the comfort and safety of the patients. 

The institution is at present lighted with gas. The supply however, 
is stated to be defective in quality, and costly in price. Electricity is 
now being extensively adopted in asylums throughout the United 
Kingdom. It is undoubtedly, from its safety ; its cleanliness ; its 
efficiency ; and, where there is sufficient boiler power, from its cheaimess, 
the most suitable light for such institutions. Perhaps when the 
governing body have time to consider the matter, the advisability of 
adopting electricity as an illuminant will be duly weighed. 

Owing to the scattered position of the various blocks of buildings 
which compose this institution, and the longdistance between the male 
and female houses, telephonic communication from one to the other 
would prove of signal service, as it would enable assistance to be 
summoned in case of need, or immediate notice of fire to be given. I 
know of no institution where such communication is more necessary. 

Since the date of the last inspection of the institution (30th June, 
1897), the numbers resident have increased by 23 (11 men and 12 
women) ; and there are now on the books of the establishment the 
names of 716 patients (362 men and 354 women). The admissions 
during the same period amounted to 140 ; the discharges to 61 (of whom 
52 had recovered ) ; and the deaths to 56. 


Deaths. 

No inquests. 

Zymotic 

disease. 


Casiuilties. 


All the deaths were from natural causes, and call for no remarks. 
The death-rate in 1897 amounted to 8*4 on the daily average niimbor 
resident. In no case did the Coroner consider it necessary to hold an 
inquest. 

Three cases of typhoid fever occurred; hut, fortunately, the disease 
did not spread, and this was the only form of epidemic disease which 
appeared during the year. 

Six serious casualties occurred, viz. Two fractures of tlie neck of 
the tliigh bone ; dislocation of the shoulder ; fracture of the lower jaw ; 
dislocation of the cartilage of the nose ; and laceration of the upper and 
lower eyelids. ^ 


IleHtraiiit. 

Seclusion. 

Ile.ilth 

statistics. 


Employment. 
Divine Service 


Restraint was resorted to in the treatment of three women for a 
period of 64 liours — the instruments used beiug a jacket and gloves. 
JSine men were secluded for 54 hours. 

At the present time 10 men and 15 women are confined to bed. Of 
these only^four are said to sufl'er from serious illness. Twenty-four 
men and 15 women sufier from epilepsy; 12 men and 11 women are 
returned as actively suicidal ; and 86 patients sleep under constant 
supervision. 

One liundred and eight men and 150 women are constantly employed ; 

JB men and 234 women were present at Mass on the Sunday previous 
to my visit; while 12 men and 14 women went to the Protestant 
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The staff at present consists of 23 males and 27 females in actual 
chaige of the insane, and is distributed in the various wards as 
follows : — 


MALE SlD^i:. 


Ward. 

Number of 
Patients. 

Number of 
Attendants. 

No. 1 (Chronic), . 

77 

5 

No. 2 „ 

83 

4 

No. 3 (Troubleaome), . 

99 

7 

No. 4 (Sick and Infirm), . 

7G 

5 

No. 5 (Farm -workers), 

27 

2 


FEMALE SIDE. 


No. 1 (Troublesome), 

62 

6 

No. 2 (Chronic), . 

41 

3 

No. 3 (Suicidal), . 

47 

3 

No. 4 (Chronic), . . 

24 

2 

No. 5 ,, . . 

82 

5 

No. 6 „ 

33 

■ 2 

No. 7 (Sick and Infirm), . 

65 

6 


Clonmkl 

Asylum. 

Staff. 

Distribution of 
patients and 
staff. 


This shows a ratio of one attendant to about 16 patients, on the male, 
and of one nurse to 13 patients on the female side, and is certainly not 
a strong staff. 

The Governors have, however, had the subject under consideration, 
and propose to add two attendants and three nurses to the existing 
staff. At the same time, the nursing of the insane during the night Night nursing, 
should not be forgotten. The night staff at present consists of two 
attendants on each side. The Governors will, no doubt, admit that 
this staff is hardly sufficient to take charge of 700 patients. An 
additional Night Nurse, to take charge of the new detached block, 
would at least be required. 

The prescribed books and registers are carefully kept. Some of the Books, 
very old cases in the Case-book would require to be written up to date ; 
but, considering that in this large asylum there is only one Assistant 
Medical Officer, the manner in which this book is kept does him credit. 

Having regard to the rapidly increasing population of the institution, 

and the gi-eat distances which have to be traversed in getting from one 

part of it to another, I think the time has arrived when a second Second 

Assistant Medical Officer should be appointed. The recognized rule in Assistant 

this matter is that there should be one Assistant Medical Officer for Officer 

every 300 patients, and there are now over 700 in this establishment. ■'“‘I""'"’- 

The present time— just as the existing Governors are about to oo 
out of office, and a new body is to take over the management of the 
asylum — is not opportune for proposing additions to the staff; but, when 
occasion arises for the consideration of the various wants of the 
mstitution, I trust this matter may not be overlooked. 


I6th September, 1898. 
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Cork 

Asylum. 


CORK DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


Tmpp.cted oq 

22ml and 23rd 1 inspected this asylum on the 22nd and 23rd instant. The changes 
Dee., 1898. ‘which have taken place since last inspection on the 11th October, 1897, 
Statistic are shown in the following Table : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On Register at last visit, . 

711 

660 

1,371 

Admitted since, .... 

218 

163 

'381 

Total, 

9S9 

823 

1,752 

Discharged recovered, , , 

83 

60 

133 

Discharged unrecovered, . , 

18 

14 

32 

Died, ..... 

62 

65 

127 

Total, 

1G3 

129 

292 

On Register on 31st December, 1898, . 

76G 

694 

1,460 

Absent on probation, , , 




Absent on pass, • . . , 

_ 

_ 


Absent by escape, .... 

- 

- 

- 

Resident on 31st December, 1898, . 

766 

694 

1,460 


H.atiu of male 
to female 
iuiiane. 


Recovery 

rues. 

Diath rates. 


Paying 

l)atients. 


Of the 1,460 patients resident, 142 males and 187 females are 
chargeable to the City of Cork, and 624 males and 507 females to the 
County of Cork. 

These figures bear out the opinion which we have frequently expressed, 
that of the total mimber of the insane in this country, registered and 
unregistered, the females are at least equal to those of the male sex, 
and that any apparent disparity, such as is shown in the figures for 
the County Cork, is due to the fact that in remote and inaccessible 
districts, a proportion of the women, who are, in fcome cases, less trouble- 
some than the men, and not being bread-winners, are kept at home, 
instead of being sent to the asylum. 

The percentage of recoveries on admissions during 1898 has been 
37’3, viz., 38’9 amongst the males, and 34*7 amongst the females. 

The percentage of deaths on the daily average number resident has 
been 7’4, viz., 6’7 amongst the males, and 8*3 amongst the females. 
These death-rates would be considered low in one of the large English 
asylums, but owing to the general death-rate in the asylums of this 
country being lower than that in the English asylums, the rate in tlie 
present case is about the average for Ii’eland. 

There are in all 42 patients (25 males and 1 7 females) who contribute 
towards their maintenance — the total amount received during the year 
under this head being £708 5s. lOd. I should think that if the 
Governors resident in the different distiicts were to make local inquiries 
regarding the circumstances of the cases coming from their neighbour- 
hood, it would be found that the friends of many of the patients who 
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are maintained as paupers could easily afford to contribute towards 
their maintenance in the asylum, and thus considerably augment the 
total amount rocoived from this source. 

The health statistics on the first day of my visit were as follow ; 


Cork 

Asvlum. 


Tatieiits in bed : — 

Seriously ill, . 

From minor ailments, . 

From old age or debilitj', 

From wlence or excitement. 

Total in bed, 

Patients suffering from bed sores, 

Patients under restraint, 

Patients in seclusion, 

Epileptics, 

Activel}' suicidal, . 

General paralytics, • . . . 

Epileptics and suicidal under special observation, . 
"Wet beds reported in morning. 

Patients raised by attendants during previous night, 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

6 

13 

19 

5 

8 

13 

4 

11 

15 

1 

3 

4 

16 

36 

61 

- 

1* 

1* 

45 

32 


28 

38 

66 

73 

70 

143 

- 

2 

2 

67 

81 

148 


Health 

statistics 


* This patient was suffering from bed-sores on admission. 


To enable the Resident Medical Superintendent to place all tlie 
epileptic and suicidal cases mider constant supervision at night, it will 
be necessary to appoint an additional night attendant. The number of 
night attendants in this asylum is already large, and the necessity for 
a further increase arises from the defective structural arrangements. 

Tlie new temporary block for 100 female patients is now coiuideted 
and ready for occupation. The building is in every w'ay sattsfactorv ■ 
the furniture excellent ; but the fault of the site, which is on the side 
of a steep hill, is to some exten t iiTemediable. Of course a large amount 
of terracing can be done round the building, but this will not lessen the 
Ililticulty and objection to bringing the patients to and from the parent 
asylum on dark nights aud in severe weather. 


Night 

nursing. 


Accommoda- 

tion. 


The new infectious block for twelve patients, allowing 100 superficial 
feet for each, and the attendants’ block, which contains a readiiig-roouj 
billiard-iwn^ and thirty-six single-rooms for attendants, are also finished' 
It will thus he seen that during the year a good deal of additional accom- 
inodution has been found for the patients ; but, unfortunately, it has been 
almost absorbed by the increase in the number of patients resident. 

The actual figures of the accommodation at present are 

Males, 629. 

Females, 615 (including 100 in the temporary block). 


As already stated, the numbers resident are 766 males and 694 females 
--showing a deficit of 137 in the accommodation on the male side and 
of 79 on, the female side. * 

To show what serious overcrowding these figures indicfite, I must 
point out that the standard of accommodation is, as regards superficial 
area and cubic space, a minimum standard, and, tlierefoie, does not 
properly admit of any excess. 
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Cork 

Asylvm. 


Staff. 


Distribution 
of staff and 
patients. 


In order to more nearly equalise the dis)iroportion of the overcrowding 
on the two sides of the asylum, the Kesident Medical Superintends'iit 
pro^ioses to take a female dormitory, accommodating 42, and add it to the 
male side, thereby reducing the excess population on the male side to 
95, and increasing it on the female side to 121. 

1 feel it would be useless at the present time to suggest what stc[is 
i.he Governors should take to deal with the question of accommodation, 
as their responsibilities will, in such a short time, be transferred to 
another body, but it will be one of the first and most important duties 
of the Asylum Committee and the County Councils to take into con- 
sideration how the lunacy wants of the poor of the entire district, whether 
in workhouses or the asylum, can be best met. In considering this ques- 
tion, my colleague and I shall be very glad to give any advice or assistance 
which it is in our power to aflbrd. 

The changes in the staff since last inspection have been the dismissal 
of 4 attendants for misconduct, while 8 male and 13 female attendants 
have been added to the staff. A fourth Assistant Medical Officer has 
been appointed instead of a clinical assistant. 

The distribution of the staff and patients throughout the asylum on 
the first day of my visit is shown in the follosving Table : — 


Division. 

No. of Patients. 

No 

Atten 

Charge. 

of 

ants. 

Ordinary. 


Male Side. 



No. 1 (Recent and Suicidal), 

60 

1 

6 

No. 2 (Infirm), . . . . • 

GO 



No. 3 (Epileptic), ..... 

29 



No. 4 (Refractorv), .... 

81 



No. 4 (a.), ...... 

32 


2 

No A1 and 2 (Tradesmen and Convalescent), 

118 

1 


No. 3 (Quiet), ..... 

69 



No. 4 (Chronic), ..... 

G8 

1 


No. 6 ( do. ), 

G8 



No. 6 ( do. ), . 

69 

1 

2 

No. 7 and 8 (Fair and Incurable), . 

98 

1 

4 

Hospital, 

60 


3 


Female Side. 



No. 1 (Recent and Suicidal), . . 

85 

1 

6 

No. 2 (Sick and Epileptic), . . 

55 

1 


No. 3 (Quiet and Convalescent), . . 

94 

2 


No. 4 (Recent and Troublesome), . 

25 

1 


No. 4d (Chronic), . . . . 

29 



No. 5 ( do. ), . 

96 

1 

4 

No. G ( do. and troublesome), . 

27 

1 

1 

No. 6rt ( do. do. ), . 

29 

1 


No. 7 (Chronic and Infirm), , 

84 

1 

3 

No 8 (Convalescent), .... 

86 

1 


No. 9 (Infirm), ..... 

36 

1 


Hospital, ...... 

51 

2 



Genernl I am glad to say I found all parts of the asylum clean and in good 

condition. c«*der. In going through the divisions, however, T was struck, not for 

the tiret time, with the insufficient day-room accommodation for the 
acute and excitable patients — a class who need plenty of elbow room. 
Their day-rooms are practically corridors with a room at the end. I was 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



App. F.] 


and Private Lunatic Asyluras in Ireland. 145 

glad to find in No, 4 on the female side, which accommodates acute Cork 
and recent cases, that so many of the patients were employed at needle- Asylom. 
work, tkc. ' 

The following Table shows the patients employed and imemployed on Employment, 
the first day of my visit : — 


Nature of Einploymeut. 

Numbers. 

Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards, 

204 

104 

As garden or field labourers, 

197 


As storekeepers, 

5 

_ 

As stokers, . . 

5 


As plumbers, • • . . . 

6 

_ 

As masons, .... 

3 


As slater, .... 

1 

_ 

As carpenters, ..... 

6 

_ 

As painters, ..... 

6 

_ 

As tailors, .... 

7 

_ 

As shoemakers, ..... 

9 

_ 

As upholsterers, ..... 

4 

5 

Teasing fibre, ..... 

15 

16 

In the kitchen, .... 

10 

_ 

In the laundry, ..... 

2 

63 

In officers’ quarters, .... 

4 

8 

At needlework, .... 

_ 

243 

At knitting, ..... 

_ 

76 

At quilting, ..... 

- 

4 

Total employed, 

484 

519 

Refusing to work, . • . , . 

Unemployed because of — 

133 

24 

(o) Mental condition, . , 

82 

24 

(6) Bodily condition, 

63 

130 

Total unemployed, 

278 

178 


The want of a level recreation ground for the females is constantly liecreation 
felt, and seriously interferes with their successful treatment. grouml. 

The numbers who attended Divine Service on the Sunday [>receding oivine service, 
my visit were as follow 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Roman Catholics, 

505 

342 

847 

Protestant Episcopalians, 

27 

20 

47 

Presbyterians, 

4 

2 

G 


During the period since last inspection, Divine Service has been cele- 
brated for the Eoman Catholics 75 times; for tlie Protestant Episco- 
palians 121 times, and for the Presbyterians G3 times. The Roman 
Catholic Chaplain usually visits the institution daily, and the Protestant 
Chajdains twice a week. 

M 
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COEK 

AsYi.UM. 

Amusements. 

Service of 
meals. 

iMetary. 

Inquests. 

Suicide. 


Casualtres. 


One hundred and ninety males and 180 females are able to attend the 
associated entertainments, of which there have been 12(5 since last 
inspection. In addition to the usual indoor games — cards, draughts, 
bagatelle, itc. — concerts, theatrical, lantern, and other variety enter- 
tainments have been provided, and a Christmas Tree was also got up 
for the amusement of the patients. 

I saw the patients at dinner on the first day of my visit. The food 
was of good quality, and, considering the overcrowding, the patients 
were well conducted. 

The dietary has been varied by the introduction of fish for dinner on 
Fridays. 

The deaths call for no special remark, further than that four of them 
were the subjects of coroner’s inquests. 

In two of these cases the juries found that death resulted from fatty 
degeneration of the heart, and disease of the heart and lungs, respec- 
tively, and in the third that it occurred during a fit of epilepsy. 

In the fourth case, the |atient (D. T.) committed suicide by hanging. 
He had been in the asylum for the second time since July, 1894, and 
was kept under, special observation as a suicidal patient until October 
of tliatyear ; but as he wus tlien no longer considered to require such 
supervision, the “ caution card ” was withdrawn. Being subject to 
attacks of excitement, he was transferred to the refractory ward, where 
he remained up to tlie time-of his death. On the 2nd April, 1898, he 
and thirty-two other patients were in the corridor of the ward, off 
which there are a number of single-rooms. By some oversight one of 
these rooms was left open, and the patient, managing to elude obser- 
vation, entered it, and committed suicide by hanging himself with a 
])ortion of a quilt suspended from the window shutter. He was dis- 
covered soon after; but, althotigh everything was tried that medical 
skill could suggest, the efforts to restore life were unsuccessful. The 
coroner’s jury returned a verdict that he “ died from suffocation by 
strangling— the act being committed by himself while insane.” The 
matter was fully investigated by a Committee of the Governors, who 
found tliat, although there was no direct neglect as regards the care of 
the patient, they believed that sufficient supervision was not kept over 
the ward, and that the door of the single-room in which the suicide 
occurred should not have been left open. They, therefore, recommended 
that each of the attendants in charge should be fined, which was 
accordingly done. 

The serious casualties which occurred since last inspection were as 
follow ; — 

C. G.— Compound fracture of left forearm and wrist, through 
being caught accidentally between the shafts of two carts on farm. 

J. C.~ Severe lacerated scalp wound, the result of a blow with 
an iron bar inllicted by another patient. 

J. p.— Fracture of right lower jaw bone, near the angle, caused 
by being struck with a brush by another patient. 

f of ooe of the bones of left forearm, and fracture 

of left thigh bone, close to hip-joint, the result of being thrown down 
by another patient. 

A. D.- -Colies's fracture of right wrist, also the result of being 
thrown down by another patient. 

A. K.— Compound fnmture of skull, the result of being struck 
With a brush by another patient. 
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N. B. — Deep lacerated wound of forehead, the result of being Cork 
stnick by another patient with a chamber. Asylum 

M. K, — T^acerated wound of head, also the result of being struck 
with a chamber by another patient. 

L. L. — Fracture of arm, the result of an accident in the laundry. 


There were 15 cases of zymotic disease amongst the patients, and 3 Zymotic 
amongst the staff, viz. : — Three of measles ; 2 of erysipelas ; 6 of enteric disease, 
fever, of which one proved fatal ; 1 of typhoid, which also proved fatal ; 

1 of scarlatina; and 5 of dysentery, of which two proved fatal. There 
were also some cases of diarrhoea, influenza, and 1 of febricula. Unfor- 
tunately, the occurrence of zymotic disease is, as might be expected, 
more frequent in urban asylums than in tliose located in rural 
districts. 


The following works were carried out during the period under review' Works 
by the asylum staff and patients : — by asylum 

(1.) Hospital, kitchen, scullery, and pantry thoroughly refitted. labour. 
(2.) Two new stores for patients’ clothing fitted up. 

(3.) Four single-rooms plastered and floored. 

(4.) Hospital drainage renewed, automatic drain flushing tank 
fixed, and drain pipe in store-yard relaid. 


(5.) Two new' padded-rooms fitted up. 

(6.) New water supply to female airing courts laid. 

(7.) Ceilings of two day-rooms sheeted. 

(8.) Pathological-room in hospital fitted up. 

(9.) New stage in recreation hall erected. 

(10.) Several wards repainted. 

(11.) Roads made to, and grounds formed around the new temporary 
buildings and male attendants’ block. 


Pince last inspection, 44 males have been secluded on 240 occasions. Seclusion, 
and 45 females on 14G occasions ; while, in order to prevent patients 
from injuring themselves or others, or for surgical reasons, mechanical 
restraint has been used in the treatment of 12 males and 1 female, for a 'lesiramt. 
total duration of 1,641 hours in the case of the males, and 97 hours in 
tlie case of the female— the form of restraint being locked gloves in 
all cases, except that of the female and one of the males, in which a 
strait-jacket was used. 

I examined the asylum books, tind found them duly written up. Books. 

As this is the last occasion on which I shall report on the condition Administration 
ot the institution to the governing body as at present constituted, it is 
a pleasure to iny colleague and myself to record our appreciation of the 
interest which the Governors have taken in their asylum, and the Superiiiten- 
liberality which they have shown in everything connected with its wel- dent, 
fare and improvement. Fortunately, too, they have a Resident Medical 
Superintendent of great experience and knowledge, and one who devotes 
himself assiduously to tlie duties of liis office, with the result that in 
many respects the standard of care and comfort aftorded by the asylum 
has greatly improved in recent years. 


31st December, 1898. 


M 2 
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Downpatrick 

Asylum. 


DOWNPATRICK DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

I visited tliis asylum on the 9th instant, just a year having elapsed 
9th Def °1898 inspection. The changes which Iiave 

’ ' taken place in the interval among the asylum population are shown in 

" ■ ■ the following table : — 


Statistics. 



Males. 

Females. 

Total 

On register at last visit, . 

291 

263 

554 

Admitted since, 

56 

70 

126 

Total, 

347 

333 

680 

Discharged recovered, 

19 

25 

44 

Discharged unrecovered, 

10 

13 

23 

Died, 

25 

27 

52 

Total, 

54 

65 

119 

On register on 8th December, 1898, 

293 

268 

561 

Absent on probation. 

1 


1 

Absent on pass, or by escape. 






Resident on Sth December, 1898, . 

292 

268 

560 


Accommo- 

dation. 

Recovery rates 
Deaths. 


j. gidtu bo notice tnat tne numbers indicate no large increase. 

The existing accommodation provides for 582 patients— 292 males 
and 290 females— so that the asylum is in no degree overcrowded. 

The percentage of recoveries on admissions this year up to the present 
has been 32, viz. : — 28 amongst the males and 35 amongst the females. 

The percentage of deaths on the daily average number resident this 
year has been 9T, viz.: — 8-2 amongst the males, and lOT amongst the 
females. ° 

The deaths have in the great majority of cases resulted either from 
|... pulmonary consumption or heart disease. There has been only one 

of d y^entrv!*^* from dysentery, a disease which was formerly very prevalent in 
the institution, but which, I am glad to believe, is, under improved 
sanitary conditions, gradually disappearing. 

There are 2o paying patients in the asylum, and the total amount con- 
tributed during the year amounted to the sum of X343. 

The health statistics on the day preceding my visit were aa follow : 


Payinp: 

patients. 

Health 

statistics. 


Patients in bed. viz. : 

Seriously ill, . 

From minor ailments, . 

From old age or debility, 

From violence or excitement, 
Patients suffering from bed-sores, 
Patients under restraint, 

Patients in seclusion, 

Epileptics 
Actively suicidal, 

General paralytics, 

Epileptic and suicidal under special 
observation, 

Wet beds reported in morning, 
Patients raised b}' attendants durinu 
previous night, . . 


Males. 

Females. 

4 

4 

6 

6 

— 

2 



1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

20 

11 

n 

10 

2 

2 

53 

39 

7 

1 

11 

7 


Total, 


8 

12 

2 

1 

1 

3 
31 
21 

4 

93 

8 


of pipifir - -ux .uiuier reports we Had to find fault with the number 
ot excited and noisy patients in the divisions allocated to the so-called 
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“ refractory ” class. I am glad to be able to report that the llesident Downpatrick 
Medical Superintendent has, by an improved distribution of these A sylum . 
patients among the dayrooms — thus breaking them up into smaller Distribution of 
groups — succeeded in greatly lessening the excitement and turmoil excitable 
formerly so prevalent amongst these patients. patients. 

My attention was drawn to a discharged soldier who, being markedly 
homicidal, and in other respects most degraded, is a class of patient 
whom it is most undesirable to have to detain in a District Asylum, 
owing to the contaminating influence which such patients exercise. 

The distribution of the stalf and patients is shown in the annexed Distribution . 
table 

patients. 



Three male attendants have been added to the staff* during the year. Staff, 

The following table shows the patients employed and unemployed on Employment, 
the day preceding my visit : — 



Numbers. 


Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards, .... 

84 

66 

As garden or field labourers, ..... 

58 

_ 

As storekeepers, ...... 

2 

- 

As messenger, ....... 

1 

_ 

As stokers, ....... 

2 

_ 

As masons, ....... 

3 

_ 

As carpenters, ....... 

3 

_ 

As painters, ...... 

2 

_ 

As tailors, ....... 

3 

_ 

As shoemaker, ....... 

1 


As bakers, ....... 

2 


In the kitchen, ...... 

4 

18 

In the laundry, ....... 

In officers’ quarters, ...... 

1 

19 

1 

2 

At needlework, ..... , 

_ 

G3 

At knitting, ....... 

- 

30 

Total employed. 

1G7 

193 

Refusing to work, ...... 

Unemployed because of:— 

20 

18 

(a) Mental condition, . « . . 

40 

28 

(6) Bodily condition, ..... 

62 

28 

(c) Saltable work not available. 

3 

1 

Total unemployed, 

1.5 

75 
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connection with this table, I am glad to be again able to congratu- 
late the Governors on the amount of employment which the farm affords, 
Success of cm the good financial results which — owing largely to tlie practical 

farm interest which they take in it— have been obtained. 

Divine Service. The numbers of patients who attended Divine Service on the Sunday 
preceding my inspection were as follow : 


— 

j Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Koman Catholics, . 

46 

44 


Protestant Episcopalians, 

44 

30 

74 

Presbyterians, .... 

40 

33 


Methodists, ..... 

4 


4 


Amusements. 


Dietary. 

No inquest. 
Casualties. 


Zymotic 

disease. 


Additions, 

alterations, 

and 

improvem<inta. 


Works carried 
ont by asylum 
labour. 


During the year Divine Service has been celebrated for the Roman 
Catholics, 02 times ; for the Protestant Episcopalians, 54 times : for the 
Presbyterians, 52 times; and for the Methodists, 26 times. The Roman 
Catholic chaplain usually visits four times a week ; the Protestant 
Episcopalian and Presbyterian, twice a week ; and the Methodist, once 
a lortmght. Tlie latter, however, is not a paid official, blit voluntarily 
attends and affords religious ministration to the Methodist patients 
gratuitously. 

In addition to the ordinary indoor and outdoor games, theatrical 
performances, concerts, band promenades and pic-uics to the seaside are 
giym, and some of the patients are also allowed to attend race meetings, 
athletic sports, and beagle hunts. On an average 134 patients attend 
the usual weekly associated entertainments. 

The dietary is liberal and varied. 

There has been no coroner’s inquest since last visit, but two casualties 

occurred, of which the following are the particulars ; 

• epileptic, sustained a fracture of the lower end of 

right fibula, the result of being knocked down by another female 
patient. 

J. M‘A., a male patient, sustained a fracture of the left sixth rib from 
an accidental fall while being prevented from interfering with another 
patient by an attendant. 

The health of the patients has, on the whole been good. Six cases 
of zymotic disease occurred, viz. four of erysipelas ; one of varicella ; 
and one of dysentery but the latter case was the only one which ended 
ratally the patient being a very old woman. 

The addition to the male hospital, which will increase its accom- 
modation from 15 to o4, IS approaching completion. The work of 
re-modelhng the laundry is also well advanced, and suitable machinery 
has been provided A general system of heating by radiators is being 
introduced throughout the building. The entire exterior of the asylum- 
brick and iron work, windows, doors, Ac., has been cleaned and painted 
with anti-corrosive paint. Much attention has been given to the' 

-- 

parient^— works have been carried out by the asylum staff and 

11 block has been painted throughout with 

Dure^o and patent locks fitted to the doors of single rooms. 

plastering and painting carried out in Gate Lodge ; 

\ ® throughout the asylum. 

(i.) Gas lamps erected in main avenue and side rbads ' 
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(4.) Walks and flower beds have been laid out, and planting DownI'atiuck 
done throughout the grounds A s-^ lu m. 

(5.) A greenhouse has been erected. 

(6.) Drainage work has been carried out on the outside farm, 
and the fences, &c., improved. 

During the jieriod under review, 12 males and 23 females were Seclusion, 
secluded on 56 and 152 occasions, respectively ; and mechanical restraint 
was used in the treatment of five males and 14 females, to prevent self- 
injury, or injury to others — the form of restraint being loose gloves. Restraint, 
excejit in three cases in which a strait jacket was used. 

I examined all the registers and found them duly posted up. The Bookt. 
Assistant Medical Officer continues to keep the Medical Case-book 
carefully and fully written up to date. 

I found every pari of the asylum clean and in good order. General 

The patients’ clothing is tidy and sufficiently warm ; and all ])arts of condition, 
the institution show the minute sujiervision which is exercised by the Clothing. 
Medical Superintendent in his administration. It is only right, adminis- 
however, to add that the good results obtained may be largely attributed tration by 
to the Governors, who meet regularly as a visiting committee, between Governors, 
the Board Meetings, and visit every part of the asylum, and go fully 
into all questions concerning its management and administration. They 
will hand over next year to their successors — the Asylum Committee of 
the County Council — an institution in excellent order, of which they 
may well feel proud. I hope that these .successors will take as liberal 
and as jiractical an interest in the success of the asylum and the welfare 
of the patients, as they have always shown. 

17th December 1898. 


liNNIS DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

I visited this asylum on the 28th ultimo, and saw the patients then 
resident. 

The changes amongst the asylum population since last inspection on 
the 5th October, 1897, are shown in the following table : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On register at last visit, 

207 

104 

371 

Admitted since, . 

77 

70 

147 

Total, 

284 

234 

618 

Discharged recovered, 

25 

21 

46 

Discharged unrecovered, 

37 

31 

68 

Died, 

16 

11 

27 

Total, 

78 

C3 

141 

On regi.ster on 28th Nov., 1898, 
Absent on probation, ou pass, or by 

20G 

171 

377 

escape, .... 
In Ennis 'Workhou.se, under See. 9 

■ 



of.38&39Vic., c. 67, . 

11 

- 

11 

Resident on 28tb Nov., 1898, 

195 

171 

366 


The numbers on the register, as shown above, include 11 males who 
are detained in Ennis Workhouse under contract made between the 


Ennis 

Asylum. 

Inspected on 
28th Nov., 
1898. 

Statistics. 
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Ennis 

Asylum. 

Recovery 

rates- 

Death rates. 


Plying 

patients. 


Cost of 
inainteDance. 
Accoimnoda* 
tion. 


Health 

statistics. 


Governors of the asylum and the Guardians of Ennis Union, in 
pursuance of the 9th section of the Act 38 and 39 Vic., cap, 67. 

Tlie percentage of recoveries on admissions this year, up to the present, 
has been3 1*5, viz,: — 32*7aniongst the males, and 30*3 amongst the females. 

The percentage of deaths on the daily average number resident 
during the same j)eriod has been 7*1, viz. : — 7*7 amongst the males, and 
6*4 amongst the females. 

'Hiere are 34 paying patients (17 males and 17 females) at present 
resident, and the total contributions from this source for the present 
year will be little short of £500, which is a very considerable sum 
for an Irish Di.strict Asylum in a comparatively poor district. The 
Governors deserve commendation for their action in insisting on 
contributions being obtained in suitable cases from the friends of 
patients, instead of allowing such cases to become an inequitable charge 
upon the ratej)ayers of the district. 

The net annual capitation cost of maintenance is at present about £23. 

ihe asylum was originally built in 1868, and was then intended to 
accommodate 260 patients. Allowing the full standard of sleeping 
space for each patient, the building would now accommodate about 314 
patients, so^ it goes without saying that, even as regards sleeping 
accommodation, there is considerable overcrowding, while the day-room 
accommodation for even 314 is still more markedly inadequate. As 
the Governors are aware, the numbers in the asylum have been kept 
down by transferring patients from time to time to the workhouses of 
the county, which consequently contain a considerable number of 
insane persons under conditions unsuitable for their care and treatment. 

Having regard to the changes which will be brought about by the 
Local Government Act of this year, I feel it would be quite useless to 
a.sk the Governors to undertake, or agree to any structural alterations 
in the asylum ; but one of the first duties of the new County Authority 
will be to provide suitable accommodation for all the insane poor of the 
district. This can, in my opinion, only be done either by altering and 
enlarging the existing asylum, or by i)roviding an auxiliary asylum, 
under the 7 6th section of the Act referred to. 

It would be premature to discuss here which of these methods would 
be^ found most suitable and economical, but it is a question of consider- 
able importance, which cannot be jiostponed after the new system of 
County Government has been inaugurated. 

The health statistics on the day of my visit were as follow ; 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Patients in bed, viz. : 

Seriously ill, .... 


1 


I* rom minor ailments, 

1 

1 


From old age or debility, 




I'rom violence or excitement, 

~ 

- 

- 

Total in bed. 

1 

2 

3 

Patients suffering from bed -Eores, . 




Patients under restraint, .... 
Patients in seclusion 

- 

- 

- 

Epileptics, . . 




Actively suicidal, ..... 
General paralytics, . 




Epileptic and suicidal under special observation. 




Wet beds reported in morning, 




i aUcuLa raised by attendants last night, 

27 

31 - 

58 
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The distribution of the patients and staff throughout the various 
wards of the institution is shown in the following table : — 


Number of Ward. 

1 

Number of Patients. 

Number of Attendants. 

! 

Charge. 

Oi'dlnary. 

No, 1, 

Male Side. 
6fi 

1 

4 

No. 2 . 

Gti 

1 

3 

No. 

73 

1 


No. 4, 

Female Side. 
61 

1 

4 

No. 6, . . . 

46 

1 

2 

No. r>, . 

64 

1 

2 . 


The patients on admission are received, on the male side, in No. 1 
Division, which includes not only recent admissions, but also the sick 
and epileptic cases. On the female side they are first received into No. 
4 Division, which also includes the female sick and epileptic cases. As 
the patients become more tranquil and chronic, they are passed on to 
Nos. 2 and 3 Divisions on the male, and Nos. 5 and 6 on the female 
side. 

The staff of the asylum is shown in the following table : — 


Nature of OfSce. 

Number of 
Persons. 

Medical Superintendent, . . . • 

1 

Asii^lant Medical OfBoer, . • . • 


Visiting Physician, . • . . • 

1 

Chaplains, ...... 


Clerk, . ..... 


Storekeeper, ..... 

1 

Land Steward and Gardener, .... 


Farm Servant, ...... 

1 

Engineer, ...... 

1 

Stoker, ...... 


Carpenter, ...... 

1 

Tailor, ...... 

1 

Shoemaker, ...... 

1 

Baker, . ...... 

1 

Gate-keeper, . . ... 

1 

Hall Porter and Messenger, .... 

1 

Head Nurse, ...... 

1 

Cook, ....... 

1 

Kitchen Maid, ...... 

1 

Laundresses, ...... 

2 

Refectory Maid, ..... 

1 

Hall Maid,* 

1 

Seamstress,* ...... 

1 

Assistant Sledical Officer’s Servant, . 

1 

Attendants: — 


Head JIalc, ..... 

1 

Charge Male, ..... 

3 

Ordinary’ Male, ..... 

9 

Charge Female, ..... 

3 

Ordiniry Female, ..... 


Night Male, ..... 

1 

Night Female, ..... 

1 

• Act as ordinary attendants. 


Ennis 

Asvlum. 

Distribution 
p.Ttients ami 
staff. 


Staff. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



154 


Ap]^end%x to Poriy-eighth Pepovt on District, CfriTninat, [App. 


E«nis 

Asylum. 

Dieiary. 


Ko ir quest 
Casualties. 


I saw the patients at clinnerj 'whicli was vety good and suitable in 
quality. It may be said that very great attention is paid to the dietary 
and preparation of the food in this asylum. The milk, which is entirely 
supplied from the asylum farm, is excellent in quality — uenerally 
yielding about 1 3 degrees of cream. j o j 

There has been no Coroner’s inquest since last inspection. Four 
serious casualties, however, occurred, of which the following are the 
details : — ® 

P. M‘FT (male)— Simple fracture of fifth rib, resulting from being 
kicked by another patient. 

J. K. (female)— Simple fracture of femur; slipped on tiled 
passage. 

H R. (female)— Colles’ fracture of right radius, the re.sult of a 
fall. 

M. M‘G, (male) -.Incised wounds of scalp, and abrasion on nose 
and forehead, the result of being struck by another patient with 
iront of gi’ate in day-room. 


Zymotic 

disease. 

Insufficient 

sanitary 

accommoda- 

tion. 

Observation 

dormitory 

and general 

bathroom 

required. 

Precautions 

against tire. 


Mortuary. 


The dearths call for no .special comment, exce])t that one resulted 
irom entenc fever. Xhere were also some cases of influenza last winter, 
and three cases of erysipelas occurred in December. 

The sanitary accommodation is insufficieutfor the number of iiatients 
and aaditmnal annexes must be built to supply this deficiency. 

An observation dormitory for keeping suicidal and epileptic patients 
under constant supervision, and a general bathroom are also much 
required ; but, doubtless, the Governors would wish these requirements 
to be left lor consideration next year. 

Improved means of protection against fire, which is so important a 
matter in connection with lunatic asylums, have been provided, but the 
water pres.sure from the external hydrants is insufficient to command 
the third story of the building. 

A very handsome and suitable mortuary has been erected since my 
last visit to the asylum, and the following works have been carried 
out since the date of my colleague’s visit (6th October, 1897), viz : 


Works carried 
out. 


(■^■) — CarKIEo out By OUTSICE LabOUI!. 

1 Two lavatories re-ceiled and walls re-plastered. 

2. Pour skylights in kitchen corridor and farm store constructed. 

3. Some outside walls pointed, and new lead gutter laid on roof of 
sciulery. 


4. Corridor tiled in Assistant Medical Officer’s house. 

Jledical Superintendent’s dining-room, office, and staircase, 
2 lavatory, boardroom, and 

Assistant Medical Officer’s quarters re-painted and re-papered. 

6. Entrance gate painted. 

7. Gas main in Nos. 1 and 4 Divisions relaid. 

8. New iron roof put on western tower. 

9. Floor of milk store re-tiled. 
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(B.) — Cahried out bt Asylum Staff and Patients. Asylvm. 

1. New water main laid to centre (sanitary) blocks o£ male and 
female departments, and internal hydrants fitted up. 

2. New water and gas mains laid to mortuary. 

3. Bottom of entire main sewer stopped and concreted. 

4. Patients’ exercise yard relaid. 

5. Governors’ stable yard relaid, concrete water course made in 
same, and floor of shed concreted. 

6. Outer walls of pig-styes rebuilt. 

7. New lofts and doors made in farm offices. 

8. New seats for lawn, and hot-bed frames made. 

9. Single room re-floored. 

The following table shows the number of patients employed and un- e nployment. 
employed on the day of my visit : — 


Nature of Employment. 

Numbers. 

Males. 

Females. 




Assisting attendants in the wards, . . 

67 

19 

As garden or field labourers, 

67 

- 

As storekeeper, ..... 

1 

~ 

As messengers, ...... 

2 

- 

As stokers, * 

3 

_ 

As plasterer and slater, .... 

1 

- 

As carpenter, 

I 

- 

As painter, 

1 

- 

As tailors, ...... 

5 

- 

As shoemakers, 

2 

_ 

As bakers, ....... 

2 

- 

In the kitchen and refectory, 

- 

9 

In the laundry, ..... 

- 

28 

In officers’ quarters, ..... 

- 

4 

At needlework, 

- 

29 

At knitting, ...... 

- 

65 

Tot.il c.nploycd, . . 

132 

154 

Refusing to work, 

Unemployed because of 

24 

2 

(a) Mental condition, , 

28 

9 

(^) Bodily condition, 

11 

C 

Total unemployed, 

G3 

17 


The Chaplains’ books showed that on the Sunday preceding my visit Divine Service, 
the numbers attending Divine Service were as follow : — 


— 

Males, j 

1 Females. 

Roman Catholics, 

, 102 

91 

Protestants, . . 

1 

6 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



156 


Ap'pen^'ix to Forty-eighth Report on District, CriTniTicit, [A.pp. F* 


Ennis 

Asylum. 


Aimiaemcnts. 


liooks. 

liOStraiDt. 


Seclusion. 


Treatment of 
special case. 


Divine Service was celebrated 70 times for the Roman Catholics and 
fab times for the Protestants since last inspection : and frequent visits 
are paid by the Chaplains. 

The recreations and amusements include a weekly dance, and country 
excursions during the summer, besides the usual indoor and outdoor 
games. 

The books were examined, and found to be carefully written up. Tlie 
Register of Restraint shows that two male patients were restrained by 
a muff at night on account of maniacal excitement — the one for eleven 
and the other for three nights ; while seclusion was used in the treat- 
ment of four males and seven females for a total duration of 33 and 33 
hours, respectively. 

I regret to find that no more modern treatment has been found 
possible in the case of J . M., who spends almost all his time lying naked 
like one of the lower animals, in a heap of loose straw. He was induced 
for a time to get up, but he has now relapsed into his former degraded 
habits. ° 


1st December, 1898. 


Enniscortiiy 

Asylum. 

Inspected on 
2«th July, 
1898. 

Progress of 
additions, 
alterations, 
and improve- 
ments. 


ENNISCORTHY DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


The structural works embracing the alteration and 'improvement of 
this asylum are still in progress; and though the more important of 
these are now completed, much remains to be done. 

The following may be said to be practically completed : 

The male diningroom is built, and in occupation. In connection with 
It is the attendants’ messroom, and the diningroom scullery ; at the 
other end is a broad passage connecting the diningroom with the main 
building. I his pas.sage is used as a cloak and boot room. The boiler- 
house and chimney are built, and the three boilers are in position, and 
connected with the lieatmg apparatus. The system of heating is bv 
steam ladiators carried through the various corridors into the dormitories 
and day-rooms ; and is now in working order, and ought to add muclito 
the comfoit of the patients. The sanitary annexes have been built ; 
the plumbing work completed ; and the drainage relaid. Tlie sanitary 
arrangements throughout appear to have been skilfully designed. 

Ihe Chapel has been enlarged by the erection of a commodious 
gallery at one end. 

The following works have been commenced, but will still take a 
considerable time to complete : 

„ "'a* “luiection with the erection of the laundry has only 

?S not vet* “ down of the old walls. The machinery 

^rpeHor ™ ground; the foundations have not been laid for its 
’■ tte drying closet yet been commenced. The old 

with, and the washing has to be 
wash mom 1 t^‘" This room makes an excellent 

7av that tr T PT'"'™ <^Urog the clothes. I need not 

say that in this climate it is impossible to carry on the washing of so 
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large an institution without some artificial means of drying. Similarly Enniscorthy 
in the kitchen, no machinery, with the exception of two potato steamers Asylum. 
has yet been supplied. 'I’o add to existing difficulties in cooking, the 
central range has broken down, and though another has been 
ordered by the Go vernors, it cannot be got into woiking order for some 
little time. The cooking and washing for the crowded population has 
to be met from day to day with only temporary ' and inadequate 
appliances. It is to be hoped that every effort will be made by the 
contractors to comjdete these two departments without further delay. 

The two blocks at the rere of the asylum, which it is proposed to 
convert into observation wards, have not yet been taken in hand, nor 
can they be until the dormitories which are being provided iu tlie 
main building are completed, and capable of being occupied by the 
patients who at present sleep in these blocks. 

The furniture, though contracts for its supply have been entered 
into, has not yet been supplied. On this account the two new day- 
rooms in the basement have not been occupied. 

It will, therefore, be seen that the institution still continues in the Disorganized 
same unsettled state as described in the two last reports : the accommo- condition of 
dation is diminished rather than increased ; the wards are disturbed by 
workmen causing dirt and confusion ; the patients have to be changed 
from place to place ; their comforts — even their ordinary requirements 
— are interfered with. It is hopeless to expect that cleanliness and 
order can be rigidly insisted on, or that the dress of the patients — sr> 
important in their treatment — can be properly attended to with so 
many disturbing elements on every side, and with so much crowding 
in the wards. 

In accordance with the decision of tlie Governors some adjoining AddiUunal 
land is being purchased and added to the asylum estate. This will land, 
prove an inestimable boon to the institution, as not alone will it afford 
the all-important means of additional employment for the patients, but, 
fioin the ground purchased a copious supply of water, sufficient to supply, 
meet the requirements of the institution, is said to be obtainable. The 
water suj)ply has alv ays been most uncertain, and has from time to 
time been the cause of great anxiety and trouble, so that to obtain a 
supply so near at hand is a matter on which the Asylum Board is to 
be congratulated. 

The following are the changes which have taken place amongst the 
patients since the last visit of inspection on the 10th September, 

1897;— 

There were then on the register the names of 257 men and 186 statUtics. 
women — total 443; since then 76 (37 men and 39 women) have been 
admitted; 47 (18 men and 29 women) have been discharged, of whom 
33 had recovered; whilst 46 (31 men and 15 women) have died — 
leaving on the register at this date 426 (245 men and 181 women), of 
these one woman is at present absent on probation. These figures show 
a decrease of 17 inmates during the j)ast ten months. This decrease 
cannot, however, be accounted for by any falling off amongst the 
admissions, but by an increased mortality, resulting from an outbreak 
of influenza in the beginning of the year, which, either producing or Outbreak of 
accompanying other chest affections, appears to have proved extremely influen/.f. 
fatel amongst the old and debilitated — 70 men and 14 women were 
attacked ; and, amongst the staff, 10 males and 5 females, resulting in 
24 deaths — raising the mortality from 6'4 to 10‘8 tier cent, of the 
average number resident. At the present time all traces of the 
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’"■"'a™ “J"’' disiippeareJ. Only 9 patients were found in bed, of 

— whom o suffered from serious illness, and the general health is now said 
Health. to be fairly good. 

ller.traint and The returns of restraint and secluvsion show that 1 man and 1 woman 
seclusion. wore gloves-the man for 552 hours, to prevent self-mutilation; the 
woman for 3,372 hours, to prevent suicide. Another woman wore a 
^misolefor 12 hours on account of violence. Seclusion was resorted 
tom the treatment of 8 men and 26 women— the men on 111 occasions 
and ihe women on 274 occasions, for 1,322 and 2,946 hours, respec- 
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supervise the care of 86 troublesome and violent patients. Especially Euniscorthy 
does this apply to the wards for the more troublesome patients, where 
the number should not be more than 40 in care of a charge attendant, 
assisted by three subordinates. Furthennore, the senior charge 
attendant on the male side has to act as head attendant. It is Head 
imposfible that he can properly carry out the duties of both these attendant, 
offices, either of which should occupy his whole time and energy. I 
must, therefore, call the attention of the Governors to the recommenda- 
tion in last year’s report with reference to the appointment of a head 
attendant with some asylum experience, who would instruct and 
superintend the male staff in their duties. I cannot too strongly 
impress on the Governors the importance of this recommendation. 

Such an appointment in an asylum is analogous to that of a sergeant 
major in a regiment, as on him the whole discipline, order, and cleanli- 
ness of the male side depend. 

The various books and n^gisters appear to be carefully kept. The 
Case-book, giving the histories of the various patients in the asylum, • ' ' ” 

reflects . credit on the assistant medical oflicer. The amount of 
pathological work done has also very largely increased. In 17 cases Autopsiei. 
the cause of death was investigated by post-mortem e.^amination, and 
the results noted in the asylum records. 


2Cth July, 1898. 


KILKENNY DISTRICT ASYLUM. Kilreknt 

Asylum. 

Since the last rej'ort on this institution was written, the structural inspected on 
works, which have been in progress for some time past, may be said to 27tli and 28th 
have been completed. These works comprise the remodelling of the October, 1S98. 
whole executive block, embracing the erection of a new general dining- Additi^, 
hall ; the re-fitting of the kitchen and scullery (wliicli are now supplied altorationa, 
with cooking ajipliances suitable for the work of so large an institution ) ; improv^- 
the alteration of and additions to the laundry, and the supply of 
modern machinery for washing ; the fitting up of various stores for 
food and clothing ; the provision of a dining-room for attendants, and a 
general bathroom for the patients. At the end of the laundry a boiler 
house and chimney have been built, and here two large boilers, capable 
of supplying steam for driving the machinery, cooking, washing, and 
heating the wards have been erected. Close to the boiler house are 
extensive coal stores ; and, near the front gate, a mortuary has been Mortuary, 
erected containing rooms for the reception of the dead ; for post-mortem 
examinations ; and for the use of relatives attending the funerals of 
deceased patients. 

At the rere of the executive block two detached chapels have been New chapels, 
erected — one for Catholics, the other for Protestants. The Catholic 
chapel, though so far completed as to enable it to be utilised for the 
performance of Divine Service, still awaits the necessary internal fit- 
tings and decoration. This work the Governors, with praiseworthy 
liberality, desire to have carried out with due regard to the saert^ 
character of the building. The Protestant chapel is not yet quite 
completed. 
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Kilkeunt 

Asylum. 

Additional 

accommoda' 

tion. 


Sanitary 

annexes. 


Healing. 
Water supply. 
Farm offices. 


In the wards of^ the asylum additional accommodation has been 
provided, on the male side, by the extension of three dormitories In the 
front wing ; by the provision of a day-room and dormitory in the back • 
and by the erection of a higli tower, in which apartments are prov'ided 
for the staff. On the female side, similar additions have been ^lade 
with the exception of the extension of the dormitories in the rere • in- 
stead of which the old chapel lias been converted into sleeping accom- 
modation for the women. 

On both sides fully equipped sanitary annexes have been erected as 
spurs, connected by a passage with the wards, and containing lavatories 
water closets, and baths. From these annexes a complete system of 
drainage has been laid, discharging into filtering tanks. 

The wliole establishment is now heated by a svsteni of radiators and 
steam pipes can-iecl from the central boilera through the various wards 
and corridors. 

The water supply is pumped from the river and undergoes the process 
ot softening by chemical agency. The quality is said to be excellent, 
and the quantity sufficient. 

e buildings, containing stabling and storage for 

todder, has been erected at some distance from the asvlum, near the 
river. “ ’ 

Further The additions, when completed, were estimated to render tlie asvlum 

tToureZireil containing 420 patients. The population has, however, so 

rapidly inoi eased that already not alone is the additional space filled up 
but there are 11 patients over tlie prescribed number. This nicroase'in 
the population is especially felt on the female side, where, in the past 
the numbers were comparatively few, and where, therefore, the 
additional accommodation provided was not so large as on the male side. 
JNow, the sexes are almost equal in number. 

The inode of providing additional accommodation for the insane poor 
ot the district ought, therefore, to be one of the first questions to engage 
the attention of the new governing body. It is satisfactory to know that, 

It further additions are made to this asylum, they need not involve a 
large expenditure, r s the executive departments (laundry, kitchen, and 
stores) have been so .skilfully remodelled that, at a very little cost, they 
could be made to serve the requirements of a much larger number of 
paticnfs, 

un^rl'tr -o.ks have been carried out by outside labour 

females de will be finished in a few days. Three corridas have been 
wainscotted and the attendants’ dining-room has been fitted up. Various 

the — ° the removal of 

the wall of the female airmg court. 

Beforrtb”''^'”’ improvement are still required. 

sTvb m ri structural works at this 

floor Zof N a’ “Jditional sum should bo obtained for the 

worn f,?/ aV . the male side, as the old boards are quite 

T to enable T for the various workshop^, so 

ri-.r J, r "emher of patients to be employed iu them, and 

a Lirger amount of work to be turned out by the labour of the stak 

new ’‘flW to learn, determined to provide some 
and mnZ^iZ n T "r ' required, as tlie corridors are very bare, 

the use and e chairs, tables, and other articles for 

tne use and comfort of the inmates. 


Furtber 

improvements 

required. 
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and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 

paring tlie interval whicli has elapsed since the last report was Kilkhalm: 
written, the following changes have taken place amongst the patients : Asvll m. 

There were then in residence 391 patients^ of whom 202 were males Statistic 
and 189 females. Since then 97 have been admitted — almost an equal 
number of each sex- 49 men and 48 women ; 35 have been discharged, 
of whom 28 had recovered ; and 22 have died — leaving on the books 
of the establishment at the present date the names of-131 patients(2l9 
men and 212 women), an increase of 40 during the 14 months. The 
number of admissions, especially on the female side, has increased, but 
the small number of discharges and the low death-rate would apjiear 
to be the 2 )rincipal causes of the additional population. The mortality Low ileath- 
for some years past has been very low, and during the year 1897, the 
average death-rate only amounted to 4T per cent, on tlie average 
number resident — 7’6 2 )er cent, being the average mortality in Irish 
District A.sylums. 

With such a low mortality it is needless to say that the general liealth No epidemic 
during the jjast year has been excellent. There has l>een no outbreak ‘bsease, or 
of any epidemic ; no death from violence or misadventure ; nor has a 
Coroner’s inquest been held. violence. 

Oiip three serious accidents are recorded, viz. : — A male patient, Casualties, 
suffering from delusional insanity, while at work on the farm, struck 
another jiatient with a s^mde, fracturing his skull — the injured man 
haj>pily recovering without a bad symptom ; a feeble old woman was 
thrown down by another, and sustained a fracture of the neck of the 
thigh bone ; and a male ei)ilei)tic I’eceived a wound in the head by 
falling in a epileptic fit. 

Eight 2 )atients were found in bed at the time of my visit, six of whom Health, 
were suffering from serioris illness; 12 men and 11 women are 
epileptics ; and 5 of each sex are recorded as actively suicidal. These 
latter cases are kept under partial supervision during tlie night. 

In no case has restraint been resorted to. Seclusion has been used No restrauit. 
Ill the treatment of 5 patients, on 55 occasions, but 45 of these entries SocIusIoq. 
refer to one patient. 

The patients during my visit were quiet and well behaved. I saw Conduct, 
them at dinner in the new hall ; and though some of the tables were Service of 
rather overcrowded, nothing could have been more satisfactory than 
the improvement which has taken jdace in the service of the meal. 

Tlie dinner consisted of bacon and cabbage. It was served with every 
attention to order and decorum, and apjieared to be heartily relished. 

Ihe patients were supplied with knives, forks, plates, and spoons, 
and the tables were covered with clean tablecloths. 

The Governors have sanctioned a new dietary, liberal in quantity, Dietary, 
and admirably suited to the tastes of the inmates. 

Tlie dress of both sexes is good and clean, and by degrees greater Clothing ami 
variety is being introduced into the women’s th-ess. The bedding is also 
good and well looked after. The men’s shii’ts are now changed twice, 
and the sheets once a week. Some new bedsteads have been provided, 
but many of the old wooden ones might with advanhige be abolished, 
whilst others should he fitted with wire bottoms. 

The .staff in charge of the insane consists on the male side of 4 Staff, 
charge attendants, and 12 ordinary attendants. Of these latter, one is 
constjuitly em 2 )loyed in looking after the pumping engine, and, therefore, 
should not be inclu'led among.st the internal staff. On the female side, 
the stafi* consists of 4 charge nurses and 9 assiskmts. One of these 
latter is constantly employed in the laundry, and, therefore, should be 
classed as a laundress, and not as a nurse. 

N 
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Kilkknny 

ASYl.VM. 

Distribution 
of staff and 
patients. 


Increased 
staff required. 


Kight 

nursing. 


Employment. 


Divine 

Service. 


Amusements. 


Books. 


Resignation of 
Matron. 


- The distiibution of the staff and of the patients in the various wards 
is as follows : — 


Ward, 1 

Number of Patients. j 

I Number of Attendants. 


Mau5 Side. 


No 1, , 

57 

4 

No. 2. . . . 

88 

4 

No. 3, . . . 

(Acute and recent cases) 49 

5 

N=.4, . . . 

(Hospital) 25 

2 


Peuale Side. 


No. 5, . . . 

(Acute and recent cases) 54 

5 

No. 6, . . . 

(Hospital) 19 

1 

No. 7, . . . 

72 

4 

No. 8, . . . 

67 

2 


The staff, therefore, in actual charge of the insane during the day 
may be taken as consisting of 15 male attendants, and 12 nurses. This 
would give a ratio of one attendant to over 14 male patients, and of 
one nurse to almost 18 female patients. This ratio of attendants to 
patients is, on the female side, certainly below what it ought to be, and 
is not sufficient for safety. During the last three years various additions 
have been made to the staff, so that I should hesitate about .suggesting 
a further increase at this time if it were not absolutely nece-ssary. 
Unfortunately, the number of female patients has very rapidly increased, 
and, therefore, in order to avoid responsibility in case of accident, I 
think the female staff should be strengthened by the appointment of 
two additional nurses. 

Two attendants on each side do duty during the night. Some means 
of recording the duties performed by them would be advisable, and 
for this purpose electric tell-tale clocks are found most efficient. 

The returns of employment show that 46 men work on the farm , 16 
assist the artizans ; and 77 do light work, such as picking hair, <kc. ; 
35 women wash in the laundry ; 81 sew and knit ; and 15 assist in the 
scullery. This is a very fair return of patients usefully occupied, and 
speaks well for the interest taken by the staff in encouraging iho patients 
to employ themselves. 

The Chaplains’ books show that 226 patients attend Mass on Sundays 
and holidays, and that 9 patients attended the Protestant Services last 
Sunday. 

The Governors have obtained the services of a Band, which plays for 
the patients once a week. In addition, there are weeklv associated 
entertainments. In time, it is to be hoped that book-cases with a 
supply of books and papers will be provided in each ward. 

The various books and registers required by statute are carefully 
kept ] and the case-book giving the history of each patient, illustrated 
as it is by photograi)hs, does great credit to the Assistant Medical 
Officer. 

I understand that the Matron is about to resign her post. The 
Governors whi, lam sure, duly recognise her services by an adequate 
pension. 


28th October, 1898. 
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KILLA.RNEY DISTRICT ASYLUM. KiLL.iu:,jr 

Asylum 

T ' 'i. j i .1 • Inspected on 

J- Visited tills asylum on the 14th instant, and saw all the patients Dec., 

then resident. The last visit was paid on the 20th December, 1897, 

since wlien the following changes have taken place in the asylum popu- Stotistics 
lation : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On register at last vi«t, . 

271 

231 

502 

Admitted since, ..... 

83 

60 

143 

Total, 

354- 

291 

645 

Discharged recovered, .... 

43 


68 

Discharged unrecovered, . 

8 

4 

12 

Died, ...... 

28 

26 

52 

Total, 

77 

.*55 

132 

On register on 13th December, 1898, 

277 

236 

513 

Absent, on probation, 

— 




„ on pass, ... . 

— 





„ by escaiie, .... 

— 




Resident on 13th December, 1698, 

277 

236 

513 


I am glad to notice that the increase in the number of patients has 
been below the average of recent years, and that as yet the accommo- 
dation provided is sufficient for the number of patients resident. 

It is remarkable that in this, as in many other Irish asylums, a large Returned 
proportion of the jjatients have returned from America. Out of the total emigrants 
number I'esident (513) 48 males and 34 females are returned emigrants. 

The percentage of recoveries on admissions during the year 1893, uji Recovery 
to the date of inspection, was 48, viz., 52 amongst the males, and 42 rate.-, 
amongst the females j while the percentage of deaths on the daily average Death ratea. 
number resident during the same period was 10, viz., 9 amongst tlie • 
males, and 1 1 amongst the females. 

Only 5 patients (3 males and 2 females) contribute towards their Paying 
support in the asylum, and the total amount paid on their behalf this patienta. 
year up to the 13th instant was £46 2s 9d. It would seem to me that 
greater efforts should be made to obtain a larger contribution from this 
source. In the adjoining .County of Clare, whicli has a much smaller area 
and population than Kerry, contributions amounting to almost £500 
were obtained from the friends of patients towards their maintenance 
in the asylum duiing the year 1898. 

The net average ca})itation cost of maintenance during the present Cost of 
year is about £21 — not an excessive figure, looking the dietary 

and general standard of care and comfort provided for the patients. 

N 2 
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KlU AUNbY 

Asyi.dm, 

Health 

statistics. 


The health statistics on the day preceding tny visit were as follow : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Patients in bed, viz. : — 




Seriously ill, 

From minor ailments, 

3 

3 

6 

2 

1 

3 

From old age or debililv, 

6 

4 

9 

From violence or excitement. 

— 

— 

— 

Total in bed, 

10 

8 

18 

Patients suffering from bedsores, . 

— 

— 

— 

Patients v.nder restraint, .... 

— 

— 

— 

Patients in seclusion, ..... 

1 


J 

Epileptics, 

7 

3 

10 

Actively suicidal 

6 

4 

10 

General paralytics, 

— 

— 

— 

Epileptic and suicidal under special obser- 




vation, 

— 

— 

— 

Wet bed.s reported in morning, . 

— 

— 

— 

Patients raised by attendants during pre- 



54 

vious night. 

24 

30 


Deaths 


Death from 
misadventure. 


Distribution 
of stuff aud 
patients. 


The deaths during the period under review, which were numerous for 
an Irish asylum, included several patients advanced in years, and phthisis 
was largely accountable for those which occurred before middle age. 

One of the deaths was the subject of a Coroner’s inquest. In this 
case the patient (T. O.), a male, who had been in the asylum since 1892, 
escaped on the evening of the 20th October and made his way to the 
railway, where he was shortly afterwards killed by a train. The 
Coroner’s jury returned a verdict of “ accidental death,” and exonerated 
the officials from all blame. 8ome of the circumstances would, how- 
ever, in my opinion, indicate a suicidal intent on the part of the patient, 
although the Medical Superintendent states that he had not shown any 
suicidal tendencies. 

Fortunately it may be recorded, to the credit of the asylum staff, that 
this was the only casualty which occurred during the period under review. 


The distribution of the staff and patients throughout the asylum is • 
shown in the following Table : — 


Number of Division. 

Number of Patients. 

Number of Attendnuts. 

Charge. 

Ordinary. 

No. 1. . 

Malk Side 
32 

1 

3 

t, 2, . . 

28 

1 

2 

„ 13, . 

97 

1 

3 

„ 3 & 4, 

67 

1 

2 

,, 5 & 6, 

03 

1 

2 

No. 7, . 

Female Side. 
28 

1 

2 

„ 8 

32 

1 

J 

» 9, . 

28 

1 

1 

» 10, . 

47 

1 

2 

„ 11. • 

51 

1 

2 

.,12 

50 

1 

1 
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In No. 1 Division, which includes the new admissions and e 2 >ileptic.s, Kir.nKsEr 
I was struck with the want of a boot-room, where the patients could 
change their heavy boots for light slippers, as the former are sometimes 
used as a dangerous weapon of assault. 

In No. 2 Division, for the so-called refractory class, it would seem to 
me that a charge attendant and two ordinary attendants are scarcely 
sufficient for safeguarding such a number of these patients, includiuf^ 
two actively suicidal cases. ^ 

In No. 13 Division, for working and convalescent patients, the day- 
room was very crowded at the time of my visit, but this is doubtless 
explained by the fact that, owing to the weather, the working patients 
were unable to be out of doors. 

In the sick and infirm Divisions, the want of easy chairs and loanees of easy 
in which feeble patients might sit, was noticeable. * cUairs, &c. 

I think it right to again call the Governors’ attention to the want of an Observation 
Observation Dormitory, especially on the male side. The want on the <lormito!y 
female side is not so marked, as there are only three female patients 
who suffer from e 2 nlepsy. 

The bath accommodation in connection with the female reception ward bath 
to which I called attention in last year’s report, has not been altered. accommodi- 

I am glad to report that I found all parts of the asylum clean and in 
good order. ?oSon 

The patients’ clothing, especially on the female side, was good. Clothme* 

Increased means of drying are required in the laundiy. A few new Laundrv 
horses could be placedbehindthosealready existing, and a dryingfan would 
be of material assistance where the amount of washing is so very large. 

Another attendant is required in this department, as the present 
staff is insufficient. 

Tlie following Table shows the patients employed and unemployed on Employment, 
the day preceding my visit : — 


Nature of Employment. 

1 Numbers. 

Males, 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the ward.s, 

91 

37 

As garden or field labourers, ..... 

32 

- 

As messenger, ...... 

1 


As stoker, ..... 

I 

_ 

As plumber, ...... 

1 

_ 

As carpenters, ...... 

3 

- 

As painters, ...... 

2 

- 

As tailors, ....... 

2 

- 

As shoemaker, ...... 

1 

- 

At miscellaneous work, ..... 

H 

35 

In the kitchen, ...... 

■ - 

14 

In the laundry, ...... 

- 

19 

At needlework, ... . . 

- 

79 

At knitting, ...... 

- 

0 

Total employed, . . 

178 

189 

Refusing to work, . . • . . 

Unemployed, because of : — 

6 

10 

(a) Mental condition, .... 

45 

21 

(b) Bodily condition, ..... 

40 

16 

(c) Other cause«<, ..... 

8 

- 

Total unemployed, 

99 

47 
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J\ILLABNEY 

Asylum. 


Necessity for 
acquiring land 
adjoining 
asylum. 


Amuscment.<;. 


Divine 

service. 


Dietary. 


Provisions. 


Z3’motic 

disease. 


Restraint and 
seclusion, 


Works carried 
out bj' asylum 
labour. 


Instead of so many patients Leing employed picking l)air in tlie 
wards, it would te desirable if a separate shed could be provided in 
which to cany on this work. 

In my report of last year I drew special attention to the want of a re- 
creation ground, and to the absolutenecessity of acquiring, forthispurpose, 
the large field lying immediately to the west of the asylum. 1 am qtiite 
sure that if the Governors were to represent to the noble"prbi'»rietor the 
absolute necessity of obtaining this field, he, influenced by a feeling of 
humanity, would, as far as possible, meet the wishes of the Governors, 
and so avoid any necessity of putting into operation the compulsory 
power's of acquisition now possessed by the Board of Control, but which 
will pass early next year to the County Council. 

Weekly dances are given, and since the date of last visit there were 
two theatrical performances, and bands occasionally i)erformed for 
the amusement of the patients. Athletic sports, bicycle races, acrobatic 
performances, football and handball are engaged in by them, whilst in- 
doors the usual games — cards, billiards, draughts, tfec., are provided. 
About 150 males and 120 females are able to attend the associated 
entertainments. 


Since last inspection, Divine Service was celebrated sixty-two times 
for the Roman Catholics, and fifty-four times for the Protestants. 

The numbers who attended Divine Service on the Sunday preceding 
ray visit were as follow : — 


MaleB. 


Roman Catholics, 
Protestants, 


72 

2 


Females 

— —jhKWj' 


(13 

2 


The new mfde diningroom is now in use. 

The patients seemed to enjoy their new dietary, which is liberal and 
fairly varied. They receive tea and bread for breakfast and supj^er ; 
while for dinner on Sunday they get soup, meat, vegetables, and bread; on 
Monday and Wednesday soup, vegetables, and bread ; on Tuesday 
bacon, bread, and nee or vegetables ; on Thursday bread, meat, and 
vegetables ; on Friday bread and tea, coffee, or cocoa ; and on Saturday 
bacon and vegetables, or bread and soup. In addition to above, a few 
extras are served out to the working patients. 


The provisions were examined. The soup was good, and the potatoes 
grown on the asylum farm were found to be of excellent qmility ; but 
the beef in stock appeared to be rather inferior. 

. Only one case of zymotic disease, viz. : — Typhoid fev^^^occuri'ed 
since last imspection, and it would seem that the disease, in tnis instance, 
was caused by a drain which had been opened. 

Ihe register of restraint and seclusion shows very few entries. One 
patient (a male) was restrained by a strait jacket for 82 hours on 
account of homicidal tendencies, wliile one male and three females 
weie secluded on five and eleven occasions, respectively. 

^le alterations and improvements which have been carried out by the 
s an and patients since last inspection are as follow ; — 

(1.) An additional manhole built in main sewer. 
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(2.) Staircase and two new doors erected ; recess converted into Killarxet 
cupboard ; coal cellar concreted, and fitted with door ; and -Asylum. 
oak chimney piece made and fixed in sittingroom in 
Assistant Medical Officer’s apartments. 

(3.) Screen and door erected in passage to Matron’s stairs. 

(4.) New male diningroom painted, grained, and varnished ; and 
large press made, painted, and varnished for the adioiniim 
scullery. ° 

(5.) About 300 yards of iron railing erected round men’s airing 
court, and afterwards painted. 

(6.) Wooden partitions in Nos. 10 and 12 dormitories altered so as 
to accommodate 8 additional beds in each of the two 
dormitories. 

(7.) The dayi’ooms of Nos. 3, 4, and 11 Divisions were paperedj 
and two staircases, one on male, and one on female side, 
painted. 

(8.) The walls of No. 10 dormitory were plastered, and subsequently 
papered. 

(9.) Bathroom, No. 9 Division, and corridors, and part of stair- 
case in No. 13 plastered. 

(10.) Shelves and shutters fixed in lavatories of Nos. 7 and 9 
Divisions. 

(11.) Ceiling of scullery of female diningroom lathed and 
plastered, in consequence of erection of new water tank. 

(12.) Clothes boiler, with earthenware attachment pipe, fixed in 
additional laundry. 

(13.) The concrete channel, for protecting steam pipes for waiming 
female wings, was completed. 

(14.) Six new water closets, and three new urinals, with fiushin" 
cisterns, and soil pipes, fitted up in the three flats of No. 

13 Division. 

(15.) Three gables pointed in cement, and an iron clamp fixed on 
a chimney found to be cracked. 

(16.) A passage 160 feet long, leading from No. 13 Division to 
inale diningroom, roofed with corrugated iron, and pro- 
vided with skyhghts, is in course of construction. 

(17.) Water closet erected at the gate lodge. 

I examined the asyhim books, and found them carefully written up. Books. 

The Medical Records are carefully kept by the Assistant Medical Assistant 
Officer, who continues to take a great interest in the discharge of his Medical 
duties, and afibrds valuable assistance to the Resident Medical Superin- 
tendent. 


31st December, 1898. 
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letiebkenny letterkenny district asylum. 

Asylum 
Inspected on 

I visited this asylum on the Sth instant, and saw all the patients then 
— ’ resident. The date of the last visit was the 25th of November, 1897, 

Statistics. and the changes which have since taken place in the asylum popula- 

tion are shown in the following table : — 



Males. 

Females 

Total. 


On register at last vi.sit, 

327 


482 

Admitted since, 

91 

72 

1G3 

Total, 

41H 

227 

645 

Discharged recovered, 

47 

11 

58 

Discharged unrecovered, 

8 

9 

17 

Died, .... 

22 

25 

47 

Total, 

77 

45 

122 

On register on Sth December, 1898, 

341 

182 

623 

Absent on probation, 

_ 



,. on pass, 

— 



__ 

„ by escape, . 

— 

— 

— 

Besident on Sth December, 1898, . 

341 

182 

523 


It will be observed that the mimerical increase continues, even in a 
greater ratio than that shown in last report. As the accommodation 
for males is only 322, while there are 341 resident, the overcrowding 
on the male side is becoming serious, aud necessitates beds being laid on. 
Additional f floor in some of the dormitories. One of the first duties of the new 
accomtv.oda- Asylum Committee will be to consider how this overcrowding can be 
tion required, met ; and, in this connection, I would refer to the remarks which I 
addressed to the Governors last year — pointing out that, instead of 
adding to the existing building, it would, in my opinion, be more 
advisab.e to acquire additional land, and on it to erect a detached block, 
of very siiiiifle construction, for patients working on the farm. 

Anotlier method of rneetingthe difficulty which already threatens to be- 
come serious, would be for the Council for the County to take advantage 
of the pro\dsion.s of the 7Gth section of the Local Government Act, and 
provide an auxiliary asylum by acquiring a workhouse or other suitable 
building for the jnirpose. 

If a workhouse should be available it is necessary to bear in mind 
(1) that a consideralde outlay would be required for structural altera- 
tions in it; (2) that a comparatively large area of laud, often not easily 
procurable in the vicinity of a workhouse, would be required for the 
employment and recreation of the patients; (3; that sncli auxiliary 
asylum would involve the appointment of an independent administra- 
tive stafl— including a resident medical officer ; and (4) that the sum 
payable out of the Local Taxation Account for each patient in such an 
asylum could not exceed 25 . a week. 
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With these facts before them it will, I tliiuk, be found in Letter- Lettbrkenny 
kenny, as well as in many other districts of Ireland, that the best and Asylusi. 
most economical method of ]>roviding the necessary accommodation for 
the increasing number of lunatics would be to erect inexpensive blocks 
of buildings in connection with the existing asylum, and thus keep all 
the insane poor of the district under the same management and control. 

The percentage of recoveiies on admissions this year up to the date of Recovery 
inspection was 36, viz. : — 51 amongst the males, and 17 amongst the 
females. 

The percentage of deaths on the daily average number resident Deaths, 
dui'ing the same period was 8-4, viz. 5 amongst the males, and 14 
amongst the females. 

A great many of the deaths, especially on the female side, were due 
to phthisis. The only other remark I wish to make in connection with 
the high death rate on the female side is that two patients died of 
typhoid fever. 


The Health Statistics on the day of my visit were as follow ; — 



Males. 

Females. 

Total. 


Patients in bed, viz. : — 
Seriously ill, 


1 

1 

P rom minor ailments, . 

1 

3 

4 

From old age or debility, 

— 

4 

4 

From violence or excitement, 

— 

— 

— 

Total in bed, 

I 

8 

9 

Patients suffering from bedsores, 



1 

1 

Patients under restraint, 







Patients in seclusion, 






Epileptics, .... 

10 

8 

18 

Aclivel}' suicidal. 

10 

6 

16 

General paralytics, . 






Epileptic and suicidal under special 
obseiration, 

20 

14 

34 

Wet beds reported in morning, 

3 

2 

6 

Patients raised by attendants during 
previous night, 

26 

26 

52 


Health- 

statistics. 


The recent additions to the asylum are now occujned, and in many Treatment of 
respects afford very good accommodation for the patients. It is, how- excitable case.s. 
ever, unfortunate that the refractoiy and excitable class cannot be 
separated into smaller groups, as it is well known that the excitement or 
unruly conduct of one lunatic will disturb and excite those with whom 
he or she is in association. 

Further, additional indot r games should be provided. Although the 
Resident Medical Superintendent informed me that cards are the only 
means of indoor recreation for which the patients at present seem to 
care, still, if other games were provided, I feel sure the patients would 
gradually learn from the attendants to play and appreciate them. 

Additional lounges and easy chairs should also be supplied, especially 
in the refractory wards. Such articles are not provided as a luxury for 
the pauper insane, as some persons might think, but as a necessary means 
of keeping excitable and irritable patients contented and quiei 
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of staff and patients throug the institution 
A^M. jg shown m the following Table :— 


Distribution of 
staff and 

patients. ' ,, 

Number of AVard. 

Number of 


MALE 

No. 1, 

16 

2, . 

66 

». 3, . . ; 

07 

». 4^, . 

28 

„ 5 . 

32 

« 6, • 

36 

»■ 13, . 

29 

,.14 

27 

Hospital, 

40 


FEMALE 

No. 7, . 

13 

» 8, . . . : 

27 

M 9, . 

25 

„ 10, . 

29 

11, . . 

23 

12, . 

28 

iio.'spital, 

37 


Number of Attendants. 


Charge. 


Ordinarr. 


Staff. 


Employment. 


aiie changes which have taken place in the staff since last inspection 
have been the deaths of two male and one female attendants, and the 
resignation of another female, while two female attendants have been 
added to the staff. 

The following table shows the number of patients employed and 
unemployed on the day of my visit 


Nature of Employment. 

j Numbers. 

Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards, 

54 

19 

As garden or field labourers, 

67 


As stokers, . . ... 

3 


As masons, . 

2 


As pla.sterer. 

1 


As carpenters, .... 

2 


As painter, .... 

As tailors, 

1 

2 


As shoemakers. 

4 


As upholsterers. 



In the kitchen, 

18 

1 

In the laundry, . . , 


At needlework, 



At knitting, 

- 

34 

Total employed, . 

154 

100 

Refusing to work, . 
Unemployed because of 

23 

14 

(n) Mental condition, 
(6) Bodily condition. 

1C3 


1 

8 

Total unemployed, . 

187 

82 
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The proportion of patients unemployed in this asylum is, as compared IjKtteuke.nni' 
with some of the other Irish District Asylums, very large. The Medical Asyi.um. 
Superintendent attributes this to the degraded type of the patients 
under his charge, and their unwillingness to do any kind of work in a 
public institution. 

The numbers who attended Divine Service on the Sunday preceding Divine service, 
my visit were as follow : — 



SLiles. 

1 

1 Fem.ales. 

Roman Catholics, , 

123 

i 61 

Protestant Episcopalians, , 

27 

! 19 

Presbyterians, 

12 

: 14 


Since last inspection Divine Service has been celebrated for the 
Roman Catholics and Presbyterians 54 times, and for the Protestant 
Episcopalians 55 times. The Chaplains, as a rule, visit once a week in 
addition to their attendances at Divine Service on Sundays and sick 
calls. 

The average number of patients who attend the associated enter- Annis-imenti*. 
tainments — of which there have been 33 since last inspection — is 
107, viz. : — 70 males and 37 females. Theatrical and conjuring enter- 
taiuinents have been provided for the amusement of the patients and 
some of them went to a circus performance. The outdoor games en- 
gaged in are football and hockey. 

Two Coroner’s Inquests have been held since last inspection, and 
another death from suicide was inquired into by the Coroner, but he 
did not deem it necessary to hold a formal inquest. 

In the first case, that of E. W., the patient, a female, who died on Case of injuries 
tlie 14th June, 1898, was found after death to have sustained extensive 
injuries, including a fracture of the shoulder joint, and the Coroner’s death. 

Jury returned the following verdict : — 

“ Wefindthat the deceased, E.AV., came by her death attheLetterkenny 
Asylum on Tuesday last by weak action of the heart, which may have 
been accelerated by the breaking of her right arm, but how her arm was 
broken we have no evidence to show.*’ 

Subsequently an inquiry on oath was held by me, at which a patient 
(S. B.), whose evidence the Coroner declined to submit to the Jury, was 
examined with the other witnesses. 

The following is a resume of the facts of the case : — 

E. W. was admitted to the asylum on the 21st December, 1879, 
suffering from chronic mania. She was then aged 23, and was conse- 
quently about 42 at the time of lier death. Her physical liealth had 
of late years been very frail, and she was confined to bed in the hospital 
for more than a year before her death — crippled with rheumatism, and 
bufiering from a weak heart. She seldom spoke latterly, and made no 
complaints, biit she seemed to understand what was going on around 
her — the hledical Superintendent stating in his evidence that when he 
addressed her she generally nodded her head as her form of reply. She 
occupied a comer bed in the hospital ward, where four other patients 
were at the time of her death also under treatment in bed. Her bed- 
stead was so placed that its head and right side as she lay, were close to 
the walls. 
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Lkttkrkknnt Oh the morning medical visit of Tuesday the 14th June, one of the 
morses called the attention of the Assistant Medical Officer, who was 

making the visit, to the condition of E. W ’s shoulder, which he 

found severely bruised — the extravasated blood which caused the 
bruises exten<iing down the arm, and also over the side and back of 
her chest. The patient would allow no examination of her arm, and 
%vhen the medical officer asked the nurse how the injury had been 
caused, she replied that the ]>atient told her she had fallen out of 
bed.” The jjatient died that night at 9.30 p.ni., before the Resident 
Medical Superintendent had been informed of the injury. 

The question which came into prominence at the inquiry was whether 
two attendants, who had Ijeen suspended by the Resident Medical 
Superintendent, had been guilty of culpable violence towards the 
deceased, as alleged by the i^atient (S.B.) referred to, or whether 
she had been injured b}-- a patient known in the asylum as “Black 
Nancy,” when the latter was carrying her to and from the bath. 
As the result of the inquiry, the suspended nurses were reinstated 
by the Resident Medical Superintendent, but the facts of this painful 
case illustrate very forcibly the helplessness of so many of the insane ; 
their tolerance, without complaining, of even very serious injuries; 
and their complete dependence on tlie gentleness and skill of their 
attendants ; and, consequently, hcrw necessary it is to hedge them 
round with every possible precaution ag-iinst cruel or unjust treat- 
ment. They also point to the necessity of placing patients solely in 
charge of responsible attendants, whose exact duties are clearly defined, 
and that patients should not be permitted, as a general rule, even, to 
assist in the nursing of their fellow patients. The Privy Council 
Rules require that the matron or head nurse should be present at the 
general bathing of patients, and it is very important that, as far as 
possible, a charge nurse should superintend even single baths given to 
patients. 

Among the improvements introduced into the asylum by the present 
Medical Superintendent is the better class of persons who have been 
induced to enter tlie asylum service as attendants. They have latterly 
been more carefully trained, and their status has been much improved 
by the Governors. The Inspectors would, however, .strongly urge on 
the Governors how desirable it is to push this improvement further, 
so as to secure as attendants for so helpless and dependent a class as 
the insane — who are in many respects so like children — persons of 
huiiiaiie and gentle feeling, who will be thoroughly trained in their 
calling, and are likely to be influenced by sympathetic and kindly feeling 
towards the suffering class committed to their care. 

In the second case - tliat of H. R. (a fiunale) the patient, who was 
Siiioide(No.l.) 1897, committed suicide by strangu- 
lation on the 29th August, 1898. A Coroner’s Inquest was held in the 
case — the verdict of the Jury being that she was “found dead. ” She 
was a noisy and excitable jJatient, and was looked on as suicidal, but 
unfortunately, through an error of judgment, a “caution card” w'as 
not issued in her case. She was foimd in bed in the single room which 
she occupied at 2 o'clock, a.m., quite dead, with a strip torn from her 
shawl tied round her neck. An inquiry was held into this case by my 
colleague, who reported thereon fully to the Governors. He called 
attention to the necessity for more frequent visits by the night nurse, 
and to the necessity for an observation doi’mitory for the constant 
supervision of suicidal patients. 
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lu the third case, also one of suicide, the patient (N.O.), a male, was LicTTiaticiN.Nr 
admitted for the second time in Oofcoher, 1897, sulfering from melancholia 
with religious delusions. He was treated in the refractory ward, w here Suu ide (No 2. 
there were then about 95 patients. On the 3rd September, he escaped 
from the recreation ground between 3 and 4 o’clock p.m., and the same 
evening he was found dead, hanging from a tree about 7 miles from the 
asylum. This case was also fully inquired into by my colleag\ie, who 
pointed out how unfortunate it was that no special attendant was made 
responsible for the safety of a patient who was known to be actively 
suicidal, and the fact that he was not missed until supper time, indicated 
considerable laxity on the part of the attendants. The number ot 
patients in the division was, however, so great as to render the escape 
of one of them less likely to be noticed. 

There can be no doubt that a special ward should be set apart on Obt?tTViUion 
each side of the house fnr all cases requiring special supervision. They dormitory 
should be placed in charge of a sufficient number of attendants, and ■ 

they should sleep in an observation dormitory vmder the constant super- 
vision of a night attendant. 

In addition to the three deaths above referred to, there were sixteen Casualties, 
serious casualties since last inspection, of which the following are the 
particulars : — 

(1.) H. — Severe cut on hand, self-inflicted with a piece of tin. 

(2.) (J. M‘C. — Fracture of right arm from a fall. 

(3.) A. D. — Partial dislocation of shoulder, the result of being 
thrown down by another patient. 

(4.) J. J. — Dislocation of right shoulder, the result of being thrown 
down by another patient. 

(5.) A. D. Ditto. 

(6.) J . C. — Fracture of ankle joint, the result of being knocked 
down by another patient. 

(7.) S. P. — Dislocation of elbow, from a fall off a plank. 

(8.) M. R, — Wounds on face, the result of being kicked by another 
patient. 

(9.) M. G. — Deep scalp wound, caused by being struck with the 
leg of a chair by another patient. 

(10.) A. D. — Fracture of wrist, the result of a fall from a window 
sill. 

(11.) C. H. — Bitten on hand by another patient. 

Q2.) O. C. — Wounds on hands caused by breaking windows. 

(13.) S. M‘C. — Bitten on finger by another patient. 

(14.) T. M‘C. — Fracture of hip from fall. 

(15.) M. G. — Cut on face from falling out of bed. 

(16.) W. J. — -Injuries to nose, the result of being struck by another 
patient. 

On examining this list it at once occurs to me to suggest that the 
patients when indoors should wear light shoes or slippers instead of 
heavy boots, which sometimes form a dangerous weapon of assault. 

The clothing of some of the male patients was rather shabby, and of**”*^ 

the condition of their hands, and the presence of lice in some cases patients, 
pointed strongly to the necessity for greater attention to cleanliness on 
the part of the attendants. I am quite aware how difficult it is to 
obtain the services of trained attendants, who will give minute attention 
to such matters as cleanliness and tidiness, and for this reason I would 
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^ strongly urge that a couple of trained female nurses should, as is done 

in some other asylums, be appointed to the male side -especially to 

supervise the care of the sick and infirm. 


Disinfecting 
ciia mber 
required. 


'No excuse should be accepted from a charge attendant for the pre- 
sence of hce on a patient. Their detection should be followed by his 
instant dismissal. This is a rule which is followed in almost all well 
regulated asylums. It will, however, be necessary for the Governors to 
obtain a disinfecting chamber, in which the patients’ clothing can be 
exposed to a sufficiently high temperature to destroy the nits of such 
vermin. The Governors have obtained a sufficient and satisfactory 
supply of baths, and if the bathing is properly conducted, and without 
any undue haste, the charge attendants should have an opportunity, at 
least once a week, of thoroughly examining the persons and clothing of 
every patient, for the presence of vermin. 


I regret to say that outbreaks of zymotic disease have continued 
frequent, scai-cely a month has elapsed without some cases having 
occ'irred At the beginning of the year there was a serious outbreak 
of cliplitlieritio throat. The disease was accompanied by slight fever ■ 
great enlargernent of the tonsils, and slight deposits on the throat emit 
ting a very ofiensive odour. This outbreak was attributed to bad milk, 
and It was stated that when the milk was boiled, the disease dis- 
appeared. Samples of the infected milk were sent to the Jenner Insti- 
tution, ■"dien it was found to contain a great number of the characteristic 
baciila of diphtheria, viz., streptococci, fortunately, all the persons 
attacked recovered, and curiously enough, with the e.xception of one 
nurse, all the cases attacked were on the male aide. There were seven 
cases of erysipelas, two of which proved fatal ; while there were eiglit 
cases of typhoid fever, all of winch were sporadic, that is to say, they 
occurred at diB'erent times and in different parts of the buildings. The 
cause of the series of cases of typhoid fever has not been ascertained, 
but tlie frequent occurrence of cases of this disease in tlie neighbourhood 
may explain its presence within the building. 


Disposal of 
sewage. 


"Works carried 
out by asylum 
labour. 


1 ^ If if*"' Outfell drain is napidly approaching completion, and it is 
noped that this sanitary improvement will be attended with very great 
benefit to the institution by securing the free and rapid discharge of the 
asylum sewage into a tidal estuary. 

The a,lterations and improvements carried out by asylum labour 
during the period under review were as follow ; 


(1.) Colouring walls and painting dayrooms, dormitories, and 
corridors in female hospital ; No. 7 dayroom ; No. 8 dormi- 
tory and corridor ; No. 9 dormitory and corridor, and in 
Resident Medical Superintendent’s residence. 

(2.) Painting orchestra, and varnishing and staining seats in 
recreation-room and Roman Catholic Chapel, and painting 
Walls of entrance hall, and varnishing waiiiscotting. 

(3.) Altar and two tables made for Roman Catholic Chapel, and 
gate for reservoir. 


(4.) Bedroom m gate lodge refioored, and additional room built 
and roofed. 


(5.) Studio erected and painted. 

(6.) Roofs of asylum repaired with slates and tiles. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



App F.] 


and Private fjunatic Asylums in Ireland. 


175 


(7.) About 32 men and 4 attendants have been engaged for 237 LEiTRUKUNKr 
days, working on an average 5^ hours a day, in connection A sylum . 
with the new waterworks. 

There has been no entry in the Register of restraint and seclusion, No restraint 
and the other asylum records were found to be carefully written up. seclusion. 

Books. 


31st December, 1898, 


LIMERICK DISTRICT ASYLUM. Limerick 

Asylum. 

I visited this asylum on the Sth November, and also on the 29th, and 
saw all the patients resident on the latter date. Since the last visit, Not., 181)8. 
on the 11th November, 1897, the changes which have taken place in - — 

the asylum po})ulation are shown in the following table : — Statistics. 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On register at last yisit, . . . . 

301 

300 

001 

Admitted since, 

02 

01 

123 

Total, 

303 

301 

724 

Discharged recovered, .... 

23 

27 

flO 

Discharged unrecovered, .... 

5 

3 

8 

Died, 

20 



Total, 

48 

52 

100 

On register Sth November, 1898, 

Absent on probation, on pass, or by 

315 

3U9 

624 

escape, ...... 

— 

— 

7” 

Resident on Sth November, 1898, , 

315 

309 

624 


This table shows an increase of 14 males and 9 females in tlie 
interval. 

Of the 624 patients resident, 253 males and 202 females are 
chargeable to the county, and 62 males and 107 females to the city of 
Limerick. 

The percentage of recoveries on admissions this year up to the present Recovery rates, 
has been 38-J, viz. : — 33-3 amongst the males, and 42-6 amongst the 
females. 

The percentage of deaths on the daily average number resident 
during the same period has been 6*7, viz. : — 6 ’2 amongst males, and 7‘2 
amongst the females. These figures show a low rate of mortality, 
while the general health of the patients is satisfactory. 

There are 18 paying patients at present in the asylum, and the con- Payinp 
tributions from such patients during 1897 amounted to £288 10s. id. patienK 

The gross capitation cost of maintenance during 1897 was £21 7«. 1 l(f., 
while the net cost, i.e., deducting the amount i*eceived on behalf of maintenance, 
paying patients and other miscellaneous sources, was £20 16s. \d. 
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Limerick 

Asylum. 


The health statistics on the first day of ray visit were as follow : — 


Health 
statistics. ; 


Patients in bed, viz. : — 

Seriously ill, 

From minor ailments 
From old age or debility, 
From violence or excitement, 

Total in bed, 

Patients suffering from bedsores, 
Patients under restraint, 

Patients in seclusion, 

Epileptics, . 

Actively suicidal. 

General paralytics, . 

Epileptic and suicidal under 
observation, 

Wet beds reported in morning, 
Patients raised by attendants on 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 



8 12 


20 


special 

previous 


— 





17 

11 

28 

25 

32 

57 

— 

— 

— 

47 

49 

96 

2 

1 

3 

27 

35 

6-2 


sS^nd***" The distribution of the staff and patients throughout the different 
patients. wards of Uie establishment is shown in the following table : 


Number of Ward. 

Number of Patients. 

1 '“t 

Number of 
Attendauts. 


MALB SIDE. 


No. 2. 

46 

4 

„ 3, . 

45 

3 

» 4, 

58 

3 

„ 0, 

57 

3 

» 6, 

42 

3 

„ 7, . 

33 

2 

M 8, . 

34 

2 


FEMALE SIDE. 


No. 2, 

44 

8 

3, 

33 

2 

b 

47 

4 

„ 6 , 

48 

4 

1, 6, 

49 

3 

,1 7, 


2 

„ 8 

44 

2 


Condition of -f" of the asylum were found clean and well kept, but, un- 
asj-lum. oitunately many of the wards are extremely overcrowded, so much so 

Overcrowding, that it has been found necessary in the observation and some other 
dormitories to lay down additional beds on the floor at night. 


Additional 

accommoda- 

tion. 


ihe temporary block which was erected in 1896 has fortunateh 
a 01 e considerable relief to the male side, and the additions to the 
asy um w ich are still in progress are, with the exception of the heating 
arrangements, now almost completed. 
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The new residence for the Medical Superintendent has been built, and 
is now occupied by him. 

The deatlis, which have, as stated, been compai-atively few, call for no 
special remark, except that the number which resulted from phthisis 
has again been considerable. 

The staff of ordinary attendants and nurses is 20 on the male, and 20 
on the female side. There are 10 artizan attendants, and 2 male and 3 
female night attendants. The total staff, including all officers and ser- 
vants, consists of 75 persons, which gives a proportion of about one 
official to every eight patients. 

I regret to hear that the Matron is about to resign her appointment 
owing to ill-health ; and I trust that the Governors will insist that her 
successor shall have a thorough hospital training, and that they will 
require her to spend her hours of duty in the divisions of the asylum in 
actual association with the nurses and patients. 

Many of the attendants hold the certificate of the Medico-Psycho- 
logical Association for proficiency in mental nursing, and I think it 
may be fairly stated that the systematic instruction of the attendants in 
their special duties has been a marked advance in this, as in other Irish 
asylums — tending, as it does, to increased efficiency, and giving the 
attendants a better insight into their duties. 

The employment of the patients has always received special attention, 
and the proportion shown as having been usefully occupied, in the 
following table, which gi^ es the figures on the first day of my visit, is 
large : — 


Nature of Employment. 

Numbers. 

Males. 

Females. 

A ssiating attendants in wards, . 

73 

54 

As garden or lield labourers, 

80 

— 

As clerk, . . . • • 

1 

— 

As storekeepers, .... 

3 

— 

As stokers, . . . • • 


— 

As plasterer, . . . . • 

1 

— 

As carpenters, . . • • • 

8 

— 

As painters, . , . . • 

9 

— 

As tailors, ..... 

4 

— 

As upholsterers, .... 

13 

— 

As bakers, ..... 

4 

— 

As blacksmith, ..... 

1 

— 

In the kitchen, ..... 

— 

12 

In the laundry, ..... 
In officers’ quarters, .... 

— 

53 

1 

1 

At needlework, .... 

— 

51 

At knitting, .... 

— 

30 

At fancy work, .... 

— 

8 

Total employed, 

204 

209 

Refusing to work. .... 

18 

6 

Unemployed because of — 
(a) Mental condition, 

36 

38 

(b) Bodily condition, 

42 

49 

(c) Suitable work not available, 

2 

— 

(d) Other causes, .... 

13 

7 

Total unemployed. 

111 

100 


O 


LiMcrrcK 

Asylum, 

Deaths. 


Staff. 


Employment, 
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Limkkick 

Asylum. 

Works carried 
out by asylum 
labour. 


Condition of 
patients. 


Divine Ser^'ice. 


Ainusenicnts. 


Service of 
meals. 

No casually 

inquest. 

Zymotic 

disease. 

Restraint, 

Sccliisinn 


Books. 


The temporary block, already referred to, was largely erected by 
asylum labour, and in this way accommodation of an excellent 
character hns been provided, at a cost per bed which in England would 
be considered almost impossible. The Resident Medical Superintendeut 
deserves special commendation for this work. 

The following works were carried out by the labour of the staff and 
])atients during the period under review : — 

(1.) Twenty two old iron window sashes throughout the asylum have 
been taken outr the openings enlarged, and new windows, 6 feet 
by 3 feet 6 inches each, put in their place. 

(li.) New 3-inch water main laid, and supply tank on hill raised 5 
feet. 

(3.) Painting, colouring, and varnishing carried out in dormitory; 
dining hall passage, dining hall, boardroom, female No 3 stair- 
case , and at entrance gate and railings. 

(4.) Day- rooms and dormitories of the new additions caulked and oiled. 

Of these, several works, the lowering and enlargement of the window 
openings throughout the institution — now in j)rogress for some years — 
Iiave not only improved the appearance of the building, by removing its 
prison-like look, but, through the freer admis.sion of light and air, have 
rendered it much more healthy. 

The condition of the patients as regards personal cleanliness was 
satisfiictory. Those examined were found to be quite free from vermin, 
lint in some cases, especially on the male side, the clothing of the patients 
requires more careful attention. 

The patients attending Divine Service on the Sunday preceding my 
first visit were as follow : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Homan CathoHca, . 

100 

95 

Protestants, . . . . 1 

9 

12 


Since last inspection. Divine Service was celebrated 59 times for the 
Roman Catholics, and 03 limes for the Protestants, and the Chaplain.s 
usually visited twice weekly, in addition to sick calls. 

As regards amusement, a dance is given every week, and affords 
considerable pleasure to the patients. The usual indoor games are 
also provided. 

Ihe patients were seen at dinner. Their food was of very good 
quality, but its service might be improved. 

There has been no serious casualty, and no Coroner's inquest since 
last visit, and no zymotic disease, except one case of typhoid fever 
inqiortcd irom outside. 

It has been necessary to place only one patient in mechanical 
restraint on one occasion for 14 hours. 

feeclusion was used in the treatment of 17 males and 1 female on SO 
and 5 occasions, respectively — the total duration being 857 hours in 
the case of the males, and 29 hours in the ease of the lemale. 

Am records are carefully kept by the Assistant Medical 

Utfacer, who continues to take a great interest in his work, and the 
reg^ters were lound to be duly posted by the clerk. 

. . general condition of the asylum may be pronounced 

satisfactory, u is again our duty to direct the attention of the Governors 
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fco the overcrowding and the serious structural deficiencies whicli exist 
in this old building, especially in the administrative departments, in 
the hope that the successors of the present Board may, immediately on 
their appointment, commence those additions and alterations which 
the existing Ijody has agreed to, and which are so urgently required. 

One of t!ie greatest wants of the asylum is a system of heating. It 
is impossible to go througli the wards on a cold day without being 
struck with the insufficient temperature which is maintained in man}* 
of them. I was informed by the Resident Medical Superintendent 
that the old system of heating by hot v ater pipes has completely broken 
down, and the only heat now afforded is that provided by open fire- 
places and stoves ; and even these, I think, are not utilised to 
their full extent. If the Governors will, on a cold day, visit the tem- 
porary block, where a proper system of heating has been provided, and 
which is inhabited by chronic and working patients, and will then go 
through the divisions in which the sick, recent and acute cases are 
located, they wdll be able to see for themselves that, while a proper 
system of Iteating has been j^rovided for the class which least needs it, 
those for -whose treatment every comfort is necessary are now imper- 
fectly provided for in this respect. 

If some of the Governors will also visit the laundry on a working day, 
they will see how cramped, inadequate, and unhygienic is the washing- 
room in which a crowd of women, mmibering between forty and fifty, have 
to work. The laundry is a portion of the administrative accommoda- 
tion, which the Board of GovernoiS agreed to have completely altered 
and re-organised. 

I mention it here because it is a matter which the new asylum 
Committee should at once take in hand on coming into office next 
year. 

A new mortuary is also needed, while further protection against fire, 
such as the provision of internal hydrants, and further means of escape, 
and the instiBution of a fire drill should at once be undertaken. 

I trust that the new governing body of the institution will follow in 
the footsteps of that which it succeeds — the members of which have at 
all times taken such a practical interest in the successful administration 
of their asylum. 

In the words of an illustrious statesman — Mr Gladstone — the care of 
the lunatic poor is one of the great duties of the community ; but, 
unfortunately, it is a duty which cannot be met without imposing a 
heavy and increasing tax on the ratepayers, and a tax which, as regards 
Irish District Asylums, reaches down to the very smallest tenements. 
Still it is a duty which, I feel confident, the ratepayers in this country, 
poor though they be, will never seek to avoid or unreasonably delay. 


1st December, 18D8, 


O 2 


Limbrick 

ASTLUJt. 

Structural 

defects. 


Heating. 


Laundry. 


Mortuary, 
precautions 
against fire. 

Admioi- 

stratioji 

(jovorhbfs. 
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LoirnoN- 

DKRKY 

Asylum. 

Inspectetl o 
14tli July, 
1898. 

Statistics. 


Health 

Statistics. 


LONDONDERRY DISTRICT ASYLUM, 


This institution was visited on the 14th ult., and the changes which 
have taken place amongst the asylum population since last inspection, 
on the 25th November, 1897, are shown in the following Table : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On Register at last visit, 

250 

212 

462 

Admitted since, 

26 

25 

51 

Total. 

276 

237 

513 

Discharged recovered, . , . . 

6 

7 

13 

Discharged unrecovered, .... 

3 

4 

7 

Died, ....... 

19 

12 

31 

Total, 

28 

23 

51 

On Register at this date (14th July, 1898), 
Cases in Londonderry and Limavady 
Workhouses, under Act 38 & 39 Vic!, 

248 

214 

462 

cap. 67, section 9, . ... 

2 

4 

6 

Resident on 14th July, 1898, . 

246 

210 

456 


It may be remarked that the admissions excictly equalled the 
discharges and deaths, so that there is no difference in the actual 
number (456) resident on the 25th of last November, axi^l on the date 
of the present inspection (14th July). 

The health statistics shown in the following Table are in many 
respects most satisfactory : — 


Patients in bed 
Seriously ill, 

From minor ailments, 

From old age or debility, 

From violence or excitement. 
Patients who are suffering Iroin bedsores, 
Paiieiit« under restraint, . 

Patients in seclusion. 

Epileptics, • . . . 

Actively suicidal. 

General paralytica, 

Epileptics and suicidal under .special 
obsen-ation, 

Wet beds reported on morning of inspec- 
tion, . . 

Patients raised by attendants on previous 
night, • . . . 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 




— 



_ 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





17 

1(5 

33 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

17 

16 

.■!3 

- 

... 

_ 

22 

28 

50 
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The practice in this asylum — a practice generally approved — is to Londox- 
induco the patients, except those sutlering from acute illness, or severe 
injuries, to get up every day, and it must therefore be pointed out that, 
although no patients were confined to bed on the day of inspection 
from serious illness, or even minor ailments, cases of chronic phthisis 
are nob infretjuent among tlie patients. This disease was accountable 
for seven deaths during the period under review. Among the hygienic ^ 
conditions which favour the development of pulmonary phthisis are 
overcrowding, and phthisis is not only most common in large cities, but 
in the most densely populated parts of such cities. 

That the Londonderry asylum is overcrowded goes without saying. Serioita over- 
As examples of how serious this overcrowding is reference may be 
made to No. 4 dormitory, which has a superficial area of 2,1 16 feet — the 
measurements of the room (which isin two sections, wiffh arched openings 
between), being 57 feet by 20^ feet wide, and 46^ feet by 20J feet wide. 

Such a room properly ventilated would afford sutlicient sleeping room 
for thirty-six patients, while the actual number sleeping in it was sixty. 

Ill the outside corridor twenty patients sleep at night. These figures 
are given because some jiersons may be deceived by the favourable 
results obtained in the management of the institution, notwithstanding 
its alleged overcrowded conditiou. These results are favourable, and the 
Resident Medical Superintendent and the entire staft’ acting under him 
are entitled to very great praise for the results obtained. Never- 
theless the congested condition of the asylum renders it a hot-bed 
favourable to the rapid and dangerous development of zymotic disease 
which may at any time be introduced. Fortunately, however, no 
outbreak of epidemic disease has occurred in the asylum during recent 
years, and so it has escaped visitations which have decimated other 
institutions in a like oohletic condition. 

The long-continued fight over the decision of the Board of Control, History of 
acting on the resolution of the Board of Governors, passed so far back Institution, 
as the year 1893, to build a new asylum at Gransha, outside London- 
derry city, has, it is to be hoped, now ended. As, however, rumblings 
of the storm are still heard, and projects — such as transferriug 
the patients to workhouses under the provisions of section 76 of 
ilie Local Government Act — suggested, which can never be realised, it 
is perhaps desirable to recall the reasons which led up to the decision of 
the Board of Control ; and, the better to understand the question, it 
may be useful to refer briefly to the history of the asylum, which was 
completed in 1829 for the reception of 104 patients, and was intended 
to serve the lunacy requirements of three counties — Londonderry, 

Donegal, and Tyrone. 

Subsequently, additional accommodation was provided for 108 
patients, making about 212 in all, and in 1850 a small farm of land 
above the asylum, and separated from it by a public road, v. as ac- 
quired. The total expenditure on site and building.s up to that year 
had been about £27,750. 

The initial and irremediable fault of the asylum site was its location Objections to 
in the city of Londonderiy, which has gradually extended more and 
more round it until, at the present time, the patients, whether at work 
or at recreation, are overlooked from the surrounding houses. Another 
almost universal obj<*ctionto a city site is the impossibility of procuring 
land in sufficient quantity for the purposes of employment and recreation. 

These objections presented themselves from the earliest period in the 
case of Londonderry, as we find in the first Parliamentary Report on the 
Irish Lunatic Asylums for 1843 a statement by the Inspectors that the 
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loNDOn- asylum theu acoommodated 200 patients, and that provision for 150 
AstLUM. cnore “ could not be added to the present asylum without rendering it 

_ useless as a hospital for the treatment of curable lunatics.” The number 

History eon. of patients seeking admission continued to increase year by year until 
it was decided in 184C, to constitute the county Tyrone (witli 
Fermanagh) as a separate lunacy district, and to build a new asylum at 
Omagh. In the beginning of 1853 the number of patients at London- 
derry had increased to 235, but early that year the 67 county Tyrone 
patients were removed to the newly opened Omagh Asylum just referred 
to. The relief of overcrowding thus obtained was of brief duration, as 
every vacancy was quickly tilled, and more and more applicants 
clamoured for admisvsion, so that it became necessary in 1860 to detach 
Donegal county from Londonderry, and to take the necessaiy steps to 
provide a new asylum at Letterkenny for the former county. The Letter- 
kenny Asylum was opened for the reception of patients in 1866, and 
tlje 113 county Dcnegal patients were then removed to it from London- 
derry Asylum, leaving on the 1st January, 1867, 131 patients resident 
— all chargeable to Londonderry city and county. 

Even at that time it was suggested by the Inspectors that, instead of 
spending money on the old asylum, it would be more desirable to dis- 
pose of it, “ and erect a new asylum in accordance with modern im- 
provements, and thus secure greater facilities for the treatment of 
insanity.” The suggestion was, after prolonged discussion and corres- 
pondence between the Central and Local authorities, finally adopted by 
a majority of the Governors in the following resolution passed at their 
meeting in November, 1870 : — 

“ Resolved — That considering the dilapidated condition of the 
present lunatic asylum, the large sum necessary to put it into 
an adequate state of repair, and its general unfitness for the pur- 
pose of modern lunatic treatment, this Board is of opinion that it is 
desirable to construct an entirely new asylum.” 

Then commenced the struggle between the different towns in the 
county to obtain the new asyhim each in its own locality, so that the 
following extracts from the Inspectors’ Annual Reports for 1876 and 
1877 might have been published twenty years later as being almost 
equally app’icable to the circumstances of the time : — 

“ In the county of Londonderry the Asylum Board and two 
Grand Juries i-ecognisedby distinct resolutions the advisability 
of abandoning the old, ill-constructed, ill-placed, and incommodious 
buildings, erected nearly 50 years back for 1 20 patients, and now 
largely over-crowded without the feasibility of enlargement, for 
the purpose of erecting a suitable institution, replete with modern 
improvements, on an open rural site, but ■'vhen the immediate 
locality came to be selected, differences of opinion arose between 
former advocates, who had memorialised the Lord Lieutenant in 
favour of a new asylum, ending in a do-nothing policy — both 
pa»ties pressing objections on the Government to any changes 
wliatever, each equally desirous on the score of economy to 
liaT-bourthe lunatics of the district in poor- houses.” (1876 Report). 

“ But w'hile gratified at the generally favourable state of our 
public asylums, we cannot avoid expressing regret at the unsatis- 
factory condition of Lrmdonderry district in respect to its insane 
poor, one not altogether creditable to such a wealthy and 
enlightened locality. On different occasions the advisability of 
erecting a new asylum was brought by us before the Executive, 
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our effort for years to induce the Board of Governors to take action London- 
liaving proved fruitless. Towards the close of 1870 a memorial was 

addressed to Government by the county at large in furtherance of ' 1 

the object, when an Order in Council was prepared f*)r tlie purpose Hiatory— con. 
but not carried into effect — in consequence of disagi’eements among 
the gentry and ratepayers — one party being desirous to have the 
institution close to the city of Derry, another fourteen miles distant, 
near Coleraine, subsequently a sort of compromise was proposed by 
the employment of poorhonses as subsidiary hospitals for the treat- 
ment of lunacy ; but, as might Inive been expected, the result was 
not a success.” (1877 Keport). 

Similar remarks appear in later Eeports, but, in consequence of the 
strenuous opposition of the rural portions of tlie district, it was 
ultimately decided, in 1881, to abandon the project of building a new 
asylum, and instead to expend a sum of £20,000 (subsequently increased 
liy farther loans to £?9,000) on the enlargement and improvement of 
tlie old building. This, however, was done in the face of the strongest 
op{)osition of tlje In-spectors, as shown from the following extracts from 
their 33rd Annual lleport (for 1883) : — 

“This asvluin, for the city and county of the same name, so far 
as the additional accommodation and structural alterations which 
the local board decided on, is now handed over to it by the con- 
tractor, the cost incuri-ed thereby being, up to the present, close on 
£21,000. The increased provision, it is to be regretted, falls short 
of requirements, so far as the number of beds is in question ; but 
still more in some of the most necessary adjuncts to institutions 
for the insane. The site itself, however suitable some fifty years ago, 
owing to the extension of the city, is now veiy ill adapted for so 
large a structure, the land, scarcely six available acres, immediately 
attached to it, being hemmed in by sti*eets, wharves, and private 
dwellings. Thus, as urged on tlie Governors a few years ago, the 
occupation of the present asylum is a simple question of time, with 
the probability of erecting an auxiliary in a more open and better 
circumstanced locality. The new buildings are substantially 
constructed and well devised, but encroaching on the grounds 
detrimentally affect the airing courts and means of outdoor exercise 
and classification.” 

Notwithstanding the additions and alterations effected by the 
expenditure of £29,000, we found the asylum on our first inspection in 
1890 seriously overcrowded, and we recorded our opinion that no 
alteration or improvement will ever supply to tliis institution tlie 
requirements demanded by a modern hospital for the insane, owing to 
its Dosition — surrounded and overlooked as it is by buildings, and its 
limited capabilities for affording agricultural employment ; space for 
walking ; and indeed for exercise of any kind. 

It was then considered by the Governors whether further additions 
could not be made to the asylum, or whether an auxiliary asylum for 
working patients should not be erected outside the city, but ultimately, 
in September, 1893, a large majority of the Governors decided in favour 
of disposing of the present site and erecting a new asylum in the country. 

This decision seemed at first to commend itself to the different local 
bodies — not a word of protest was raised against the project — indeed 
on the contrary it was strongly jiressed by them on the Board of 
Control — but then the struggle of 1876 among the different poor law 
unions to secure the erection of the new asylum within their boundaries 
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was renewed. Sites were offered and pressed on tUe Board of 
Control at Limavady, Coleraine, and Dungiven, respectively ; and, 
when it whs decided to purchase the estate of Gransha, near Londonderry 
*• every ohjeotion which had been urged in 1876 and 1877 was again 
raised by the Boards of Guardians (excluding those of the Londonderry 
Union) and the other rural authorities throughout the county. 
Legislation might be expected ! The time was inop})ortiine to burden 
the ratepayers with increased taxation, etc. ! It is scarcely necessary 
to point out with reference to tlie last very practical objection uhat no 
material change had taken place in the financial circumstances of the 
counby between 1896, when the project of building a new asylum 
was pressed by these several rural authorities, and the later time, 
except that the instalments of the .£29,000 loan had been nearly paid off. 

We have considered it our duty to go somewhat fully into this 
question, so that the Governors who as ratepayers are materially 
interested, and who at all times have shown so earnest and liberal a 
desire to do what is best for the insane poor of the district, may under- 
stand it. 

ISTo unnecessary delay should now occur in the erection of the new 
asylum. The [)resent building, as already stated, is lamentably over- 
crowded, and defective in other respects, while the amount of land is so 
circumscribed that the patients are thereby deprived of employment, 
which means, in the case of many of them, that they are deprived of a 
reasonable chance of recovery, or of alleviation of their mental disorder. 
Almost every month the recreation yards are more and more overlooked 
by newly erected houses, whereby the patients are often annoyed and 
deprived of that privacy which should be their privilege. 

Again, many repairs and renewals, boilers, etc., are needed in the 
old asylum, which, in anticipation of the new building, have been 
postponed. The Board of Control will, under the provisions of the 
Loca.1 Government Act, cease to exist next year, and it would seem 
manifestly undesirable that they should enter into a contract for the 
erection of a building which they could never ho]>e to see completed, 
but every step preliminary to inviting tenders for the execution of tlie 
work will be taken, so that it will be almost tlie first duty of 
the new Asylum Committee to invite tenders for the execution of a 
work for wliich plans have been matured and bills of quantities taken 
ont. It is better for everyone concerned clearly to understand that the 
building of the new asylum at Gransha has become une chose jvgee, 
while the acceptance of the contract and the supervision of the building 

in all its details will be entrusted to the new governing body the 

Asylum Committee — wliidi will be constituted under the 9th section of 
the Local Government Act of this }'ear. 

Apart fi'om the overcrowding, the condition and management of the 
asylum were found to be most satisfactory. 

The medical books are admirably kept by the Assistant Medical 
mcei , the attendants are carefully trained in the discharge of their 
duties, amd they have obtained in many instances the certiheate of tlie 
^®y^^^^^ogical Association for jiroficiency in mental nursing, 
r No patients have been placed in mechanical restraint or seclusion 
since last inspection, while only two casualties have occurred — oue an 
injury to the left eye ball, the result of a fall ; and the second a fracture 
01 the neck of thtj thigli-bone in an aged patient. 

One sudden death (W. D.) was the subject of a coroner’s inquest, 
e leidict being that death had resulted from bilious voniitintj and 
exhaustion. 
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The patients’ dietary is satisfactory. 


Lonpon- 

The following Table shows the employment of the patients on the Asylum. 
day of my inspection : — 


How Employed. 

Ma’es. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards, 

01 

55 

v\s garden or field labourers, 

62 


As clerks, ...... 

2 

• 

As .storekeeper!!, ..... 

4 

— 

As stoker, ...... 

1 

— 

As plumber, ...... 

1 

— 

As masons, ...... 

3 

— 

As carpenters, ..... 

2 

— 

As painters, ...... 

8 

— 

As tailors, ...... 

5 



As shoemakers, ..... 

3 



As upholsterers, ..... 

20 

11 

In the kitchen, ..... 

8 

— 

In the laundry, ..... 



29 

In officer s quarters, ..... 



3 

At needlework, ..... 



36 

At knitting, ...... 

— 

42 

At fancy work, ..... 

— 

13 

Total employed, 

175 

188 

Refusing to work, ..... 

18 

6 

Unemplii}*ed because of : — 



(o) mental condition, 

23 

7 

(6) bodily condition. .... 

15 

9 

(c) suitable work not available, 

15 

— 

Total unemployed. 

71 

22 


Dietar\'. 

Kinploymoot. 


The patients’ religious ministrations receive due attention. The D‘viae Service, 
number of patients attending Divine Service on the Sunday previous to 
inspection were as follow : — 


— 

1 Males. 

Females. 

Roman Catholics, . 

76 

66 

Protestant Episcopalians, 

41 

51 

Prcsbj terians, 

48 

46 


There are generally weekly associated entertainments, which, during Anmsemeuts. 
the summer months, are held out of doors. Dances, theatricals, bands, 
concerts, cricket matches, and atJiletic games serve to divert the patients’ 
thoughts. 

The admission or committal forms of the patients were duly examined 
at tlie time of reception, and the discharges were found to have be^n 
regularly carried out. 

The buildings at Gran.sha for the accommodation of aboutsixty working Add ilimal 
patients — now almost completed — will afford substantial relief to the accomnioda- 
overcrowding of the old asylum. 


31st August, 1898 
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marvbouough district asylum. 


The various structural additions, alterations, and improvements, 
which for some years past have been in progre.ss at this institution, are 
now fully completed. The increased accommodation — consisting of two 
blocks, each ))roviding space for 100 patients, and of additional rooms 
in the old buildings — is now in full occupation. The new blocks are 
largely used to accommodate the ]>atients duiing the day, as the j*ooiiis 
cormnand a good view of the surrounding country. These rooms afford 
excellent accommodation, and are comfortably w'armed by radiators 
heated by steam pipes from the central boiler. The furniture, as far as 
it goes, is admirably suited for its purpose. By degrees, it is to be 
hoped, the surroundings will be made more home-like, by a little cheap 
ornamentation, and by providing some objects of interest, such as 
pictures, flowers, drc. In each room a book-case should be provided, 
with a collection of cheap books. Literature is now so cheap, that even 
if in time the books are destroyed, they can be easily replaced. 

The whole establishment is lighted by electricity manufactured on the 
premises — a mode of lighting an asylum which, though undoubtedly 
requiring a considerable outlay to introduce, will most jirobably, in an 
institution where so much boiler power is provided, prove more 
economical than gas, whilst its brilliancy, safet}^, and cleanliness render 
it incomparably the most suitable of all illuminants. 

Tlie laundiy is now in full working order, and is fitted with tlie ntost 
modern machinery for the washing of such an establishment. The 
drying closet is .supplied with air driven in by a fan, which greatly 
expedites the drying of the clothes. In the wa.shing-room is placed the 
machinery usually found in asylum laundries driven by steam. Off the 
wash-room is the foul laundry, where the machinery is worked by hand. 
Attention has been called to the unprotected state of some of this 
machinery, and the danger resulting therefrom to the patients working 
in the laundry, but; this can, without much trouble, be remedied by the 
engineer. 

Near the laundry the boiler-house and cliimney have been erected. 
Here two large boilers have been placed, providing steam for the 
various requirements of the institution, and here in different rooms are 
the engines, pumps, and dynamos. 

In the bakery are machines worked by hand for kneading and 
mixing the flour, wliilst the bread is baked in a large oven erected on 
modem principles. 

The drainage, which previously discharged into the neighbouring 
stream, and then formed a constant source of pollution to the neigh- 
bourhood, is now pumped from a tank to the high ground on the 
new farm, and is there distributed over the land, as required for 
agriculture. 

The supply of water is now obtained from the Maryborough AVater- 
works, and is abundant in quantity, and of excellent quality. 

Protection against fire is provided for externally by hydrants and 
hose joined with instantaneous couplings, and by a fire engine and fire 
escape; and internally by hand fire engines and water buckets. 
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In the old buildings the flagged floors in the corridors have been 
taken up, and relaid with wood. 

These new floors have been bees-waxed and polished — the I’esult 
being most satisfactory, and rendering these corridoi's comfortable and SubstitHtion of 
hoine-like, as compared with their former cold and prison-likeappearance. wooden for 
There is only one improvement which I have to suggest, and that is 
the lowering of the windows in the front of the house to the level of b<*wering of 
the windows already altered. Tliis, if done by the asylum staff, would 
be less expensive than the renewal of the verandahs. It will only be 
necessary for Dr. Hatchell to visit Carlow or Limerick Asylum to see 
bow tlie work has been carried out to the great improvement of these 
asylums, by increasing the light and ventilation of the wards. 

Since the last report was made, the population of the asylum has Statistics, 
somewhat decreased. There were then on the register 462 patients 
(247 men and 215 women). Since then 104 have been admitted; 

72 have been discharged; and 40 have died — leaving 454 (244 men 
and 210 women) on die register at this date. Although the decrease 
is a small one, it is satisfactory in comparison with the rapidly increasing 
numbers in other district asylums. 

Of the numbers in the asylum, fifteen contribute towards the cost of Paying 
their maintenance in sums varying from £5 to per annum. patien's. 

The mortality is somewhat above that of other district asylums in ^ate 
Ireland, being 8*2 per cent, on the average number resident — tliat for 
all Ireland being 7*6 percent. 

The causes of death call for no special attention. There was no Oauses of 
death from suicide or misadventure. In one case the fatal result is death, 
said to have been due to influenza. In no other case did epidemic Zvmotic 
disease prove fatal, but two cases of dysentery and one of typlioid fever disease, 
appeared during the present year, 1 am sony to say that only in two Autopsies, 
cases does the cause of death appear to have been verified by autopsy. 

Amongst the many improvements carried out has been the erection of Mortuary, 
a very excellent mortuary, with post-jnoi’tem room and other appliances 
for pathological study. Tlie importance of post-mortem examinations, importance of 
both in the cause of scientific research and more especially as a means post-mortem 
of detecting injuries unobserved during life, cannot be over-estimated, examinations. 
It is to be hoped, therefore, that the medical staff will do their utmost 
to increase the number of these examinations. 

The serious casualties were a dislocation of the shoulder, which Casualties. 
occuiTed in an old and feeble man, with little ajiparent cause ; a fracture 
of the arm from a fall ; a fracture of the wri.st — the result of being 
knocked down by another patient ; and a fracture of the thigh resulting 
from a fall oflf a ladder. 

Restraint by a strait waistcoat was resorted to in tlie treatment of Restraint, 

1 case on 11 occasions, to prevent self injury. Seclusion was used j 5 gg|usioj,, 
with 8 men and 6 wrinen on 16 and 19 occasions, respectively. 

The clothing of both men and women was suitable and clean. The Clothing, 
men were dressed in tweed, and the women had on their winter dresses. 

At the same time, I must repeat my remark of last year that the 
personal appearance of the females deserves greater attention. Their 
hair might be tidier, and more variety might be introduced into the 
colour and make of their gowns. Such small matters have great effect 
in improving the conduct and increasiug the self-respect of the female 
patients. The men should be provided with slijipers when indoors, so 
as to prevent injury to the floors. 

1 saw both the men and the women at dinner in their dining- Service of 
hall. Their behaviour was excellent. meals. 
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I would suggest that those who are sufliciently intelligent should be 
provided with knives and forks. This is the practice in all modern 
institutions for the insane. TJie dinner on one clay consisted of bacon 
and cabbage^ and on the next day of potatoes and milk. The dietary, 
according to the new scale, is well suited to the tastes and requirements 
of the inmates. 


^ The articles received under contract aj)pearcd to be of fair quality, 
llie stores are tidily kept, and tlieir condition reflects credit ou the 
storekeeper. 

ihe bedding throughout the institution is of excellent quality. A 
number of the bedsteads ai*e new j of uicdcrn design* and piovided 
With wire bottoms and hair matti’esses. Greater attention should be 
paid to the making of the beds. An under-blauket should be provided 
for every bed. At present some beds have a double pair of blankets 
folded underneath the other bedclothes, whilst in others, even where a 
waterproof sheet is used, no under-blanket is to be found. All worn 
blankets should be returned to store, and should be there “cast ” and re- 
issued as uuder-blaukets. 

The head attendant should see that the blankets are not used for 
polishing the lloors. 

^Ihe return of employment shows that 93 men work on the farm, and 
15 help the artizans ; 41 women wash ; 60 sew and knit; and 8 men 
and 2.0 women are employed in the various departments. 

Having regard to the very liberal provision made by the Governors 
for the treatment of the insane in this asylum, I think every effort 
should be made by the stall to co-operate, by encleavouring to employ ns 
many patients as possible. Some additional machinery is required in 
the shops, so as to enable a larger amount of work to be done there, 
and then all the male clothing ought to he made in the tailor's shop, 
and all the boots in the slioemaker’s. It certainly doe.s not redound to 
the credit of the female staff that tiie men’s socks have to be ])urcliased 
outside, having regard to the number of female patients for whom 
knitting would be a most useful employment. 

The new farm affords much healtliy employment, but it seems unfor- 
tunate that, with the still limited area of land for the employment of almost 
250 men, one field should bo let. I trust that the first opportunity may 
be taken to allow this field to revert to the use for which it was pur* 
cha.sed, viz.: — for the occuj)atiun of the inmates. 

One hundred and sixteen men and 96 women attended Mass on the 
Sunday jjrevious to my visit, whilst 9 men and 16 women went to the 
Protestant Service. Among the other additions to this asylum 
have been the erection of two handsome Chapels — one for Catholics 
and one for Protestants. Both are properly heated, but the Catholic 
Chapel still requires to be supplied with the fittings and decorations 
suitable to such a handsome edifice. 


About 80 men and 76 women walk daily’’ in the grounds, whilst 57 
men and 48 women are still confi ned to the airing courts. The associated 
entertainments, which take ])lace once a "week, are attended by 100 
m 311 and 110 womc-u. 


The staff in immediate charge of the ]iatients during the day consists 
of 19 males and 18 females. This gives a ratio of about one attendant 
to 13 male patients, and of one nurse to 12 female jiatients. Having 
legard to the number of arbizaus who lend assistance when needed, 
this staff must be considered fully adequate for the proper treatment of 
the numbci-s under care. 
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The distribution of the patients and attendants in the various wards 
is as follows 


Mart* 

BOROUGH 

Astlum. 


Ward. 

Number of 
Patients. 

Number of 
Attend.ants. 

No. 1, . 

Male Side, 
55 

5 

No.2, . 

55 

4 

No. 3 

55 

4 

No. 4, . 

55 

4 

Hospital, 

24 

2 

No. 5, . 

Female Side. 
47 

6 

No. 6 

39 

4 

No. 7, . . 

50 

3 

No. 8, . . . 

50 

3 

Hospital, 

24 

2 


Distributu'n of 
piitients and 
staff. 


In the hospital wards where there are only two attendants, the 
patients must frequently be left in charge of only one wlien the other 
is absent at meals or on pass. This might be obviated by increasing 
the number both of patients and attendants in these wards, I >y drafting 
them from the other divisions. 

During the past year an engineer and a boiler attendant have been New 
added to the staff. The official appointed to the former post would appointments 
appear fully competent for such responsible duties, and to perform his 
work witli energy and ability. 

Fresh appointments have also been made to the offices of clerk, and 
of head attendant. The candidate appointed to the latter post had 
no previous asylum training. It is to be hoped that he will endeavour 
to acquire a knowledge of his duties by visiting, when opportunity 
offers, some other public asylum ; and by the course of study which 
will qualify him for the certificate of the Medico-Psychological 
Association. 

The night staff consists of three attendants on each side— a 
which ought to be fully adequate to the care of the inmates during the ^ 
night. The attention paid to their duties by these officials is now 
recorded by an electric clock. This instrument, lately purchased by 
the Governors, is admittedly the mo.st accurate means of recording the 
watchfulness of the night attendants, and must be looked on as of 
paramount utility in an institution such as this, where the care of the 
insane during the night is of such importance. 

The Case-book continues to be well kept and carefully noted ; and the Books, 
various other medical books are also properly kept. 

As this is perhaps the last time on which I may report to the Board Liberal 
as constituted under the present system of administration, I may be 
allowed to congratulate the Governors on the progress which the in- ^ "'ernors, 
stitution has made under their management. In the future the asylum 
will be a lasting memorial of the interest and liberality displayed by 
them in the care of the insane poor. 


11th November, 1898. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



190 Appendix; to Forty-eighth Seport on Distrwt, Grmina,l, [App. F. 


Monaghan 

Asylum. 

Inspected on 
20th Dec., 
1898. 

Statistics. 
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disposal. 


The last published report on this asylum is dated August, 1897. At 
that time there were 734 ]>atients (412 males and 322 females) resident. 
Since then 211 new cases have been admitted; 120 have been dis- 
charged-of whom 102 liad recovered— and 72 have died, leaving at 
the present date the names of 753 (416 males and 337 females) on the 
books of tlie establishment — an increase of 19. 

Altliougli during the pa.st few months some slight decrease has taken 
place in the population, it is needless for me to say tliat the over- 
crowding so frequently referred to in the past still continues. The 
dormitories are crowded witli bedsteads, aud wherever space can be 
found, mattresses have to be spread on the floor. The dayrooms are so 
1 lacked that the patients have barely sitting room ; while the noisy and 
turbulent are huddled together with the quiet and well-behaved. In 
one ward there are 174 female patients, most of whom are noisy, 
restless, and excited; all requiring careful supervision and watchfulness, 
biich an accumulation of noisy patients in the same ward only adds to 
the excitement, and immeasurably increases the difficulties of proper 
care and supervision. 

At present two wooden blocks are in process of erection. These 
blocks will accommodate 120 patients, thus raising the accommodation 
of the asylum to 724. This will, unfortunately, .still leave a surplus 
jiopulation of 29 in excess of the accommodation. In addition to this, 
the dayroom accommodation, the executive offices, diningrooms, hiundry, 
stores, and attendants’ quarters are inadequate to meet the demands of 
tiie increased number of patients. 

It is to be hoped that, wlien the new governing body comes into 
power, the claims of the insane poor of this district will not be lost sight 
ot, and that in whatever way the required accommodation is found, 
adequate steps will lie taken to provide suitable means of care for these 
helpless human beings. 

The two blocks referred to are, however, rapidly progressing, and 
are expected to bo ready for occupation by next spring. Tbe-se 
stiuctures have been erected in connection with the two detached 
enmf" ! * >3uilding, and will contain bright and 

f In connection with 

beirg Sof S.“ -ater. closets, and lavatories am 

<=om|>leted. It will afford ample 
aocomiuodation for the different religious bodies. 

introduPPd^'^TI heating by radiators is being 

be completed^ “ ^ lirogressing, and it is hoped will soon 

renffir,T“,“b°‘l ‘''® »» additional steam power is 

bofler ’ti to be erected near the existing 

cLvln^ dost? “'gl't, therefore, be taken to improve the 

wod-“re-,?,- * oveihead, as the existing closets are insufficient for the 

Zouvh 1 to drive heated air 

throuy the closets would greatly increase their drying power. 

the asvlm, T® 1 ® *‘®"’‘'S® is not satisfactory. At present 

h? muie **’® f™"t of theisylum, where 

thecu.de sewage IS carried in open dfain.s over falling ground; and is 
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then discharged into a drain running parallel with the canal. This Moxagman 

field is so very close to the asylum that, when the wind blows from Asti.um. 

certain fjuarters, the smell is objectionable, and will become dangerous 
to health when the new buildings are completed and the blocks 
occupied by patients. Some system of filtration and chemical pre- 
cipitation should be adopted ; otherwise it will be difficult to escape 
responsibility in the event of an epidemic breaking out amongst the 
inmates. 

Some improvement should also be made in the dayroom accom- Da 3 Toom 
modation of the old infirmary. The condition of the present room, accommoda- 
when the patients are all congregated in it for meals, or on wet days, 
must be most prejudicial to health. 

The dayrooms generally throughout the asylum are very much in 
want of furniture, and all those surroundings now so generally found 
in public institutions for the insane. 

The bedding is much improved. Wire bottoms have now been put Beds, 
on the old bedsteads, thus doing away with the use of straw palliasses. 

The diningroom is too small for the number of inmates. T would Diningrooin 
suggest that an attempt should be made to provide the attendants’ accommoda- 
diimer in some apartment other than the patients’ diningroom; and to 
have two separate dinners — one after the other — for the male and 
female patients. By this means the meals could be served with 
greater comfort and propriety than can possibly be the case at present 
in the wards. 

Of the 753 patients at present in the asylum, 411 are chargeable to CImrgeability. 
Cavan and 342 to Monaghan. 

In the case of none of the 72 deaths wliich occurred during the period No autopsies, 
under review was the cause verified l>y post-mortem examination. 

Three were tlie result of suicide (2 by drowning and 1 by hanging). In Suicides, 
each of these three cases a coroner’s inquest was held ; and in one case 
an inquiry on oath was made by one of the Jnspectoi’S, and a report 
forwarded to the Board of Governors. 

In this report it was suggested that some of the larger wards should Division of 
be divided so as to ensure more adequate supervision for the patients, ward?. 

It is almost impossible to take any steps in this direction at present, 
but it is to be hoped that when the new wards are occupied, the 
patients and attendants will be so divided that such large numbers will 
not be congregated in one ward, as this renders individual responsibility 
by the charge attendant almost impossible. 

During the period uader review three serious accidents, which Casualties, 
resulted in Iractures of bones, are recorded. One was caused by a 
patient being knocked down by another, and two were the result of 
accidental falls. 

Seven patients were confined to bed at the time of my visit, but of Health, 
these only two were seriously ill. 

No form of zymotic disease would a[>pcar to have visited the No zvitii-tic. 
institution during the period under review. disease. 

Thirty-six patients sutler from epilepsy, and seventeen are returned Epileptic. 
as actively suicidal. All of these sleep under constant su[)ervision. suicidal cases, 
'fwo male patients are said to suffer from general paralysis of the 
insane. 

There is only one record of the use of mechanical restraint during Restraint, 
the past year. In this instance a male patient was restrained, by the 
camisole, for a period of four hours to prevent self-injury. 

The returns of employment show that 99 male patients work on the Employment, 
farm ; 23 assist the artizaiis ; aiul 6 are employed in the offices ; 38 
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Success of 

farm. 

Staff. 


Night 

nursing 


Divine 

Service. 


Books. 


women work in the laundry and kitchen ; and 87 sew. Efforts should 
be made to employ a larger number of patients in the tailors’ and shoe- 
makers’ shops, by obtaining some more machinery, which the patients 
would soon get into the way of using. This is being done, with great 
success, at various other asylums. By this means an interest in life is 
afforded to the insane, and profitable industry is encouraged in the 
institution. 

I was glad to notice that careful accounts are kept of the transactions 
in connection with the farm, which show a very substantial profit. 

The female staff has been increased by the aj)pointment of three 
temporary nurses, but the ratio of nurses to patients is still only about 
1 to 14, whereas it should be 1 to 10. As soon as the new wards are 
occupied, the female staff' sliould be strengthened, so as to avoid 
responsibilty in the event of accident. 

Tlie night staff now consists of three attendants on each side : a fairly 
liberal number. Perhaps with a little more energy on the part of the 
female staff, tlie number of wet beds found in the morning might be 
diminished. 

On the Sunday preceding my inspection, 404 patients attended the 
Catholic; 67 the Protestant Episcopalian; and 47 the Presbyterian 
Service. It is to be hoped that the new Chapel will soon be opened 
for religious worship. The Chaplains attend twice a week, and the 
Privy Council regulations with regard to the burial of the dead are 
carefully adhered to. 

Dr. Taylor is assisted by Dr. Donaldson and Dr. Conlon, and the 
case books continue to be well and carefully kept. 


20th December, 1898. 


Mullingar 

Asylum. 

Inspected on 


and 2nd 

November, 

1898. 

Statistics. 


MULLINGAR DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

The changes which have taken place in the asylum population since 

st insnectinn nn i 007 xi._ ; 

table : 


inspected on wiiitu nave caaeu piace in tne asylum population since 

8th September last inspection, on the 31st December, 1897, are shown in the following 
and 2nd table ^ 


— 

Males. 

Female.s. 

1 Total. 

1 

On register at last visit, .... 

4.80 

312 


Admitted since, 

74 

55 

129 

Total, 

504 ; 

367 

871 

Discharged recovered. 

24 

23 


Discharged nnrecovered, . 

8 



Discharged not insane, 

1 



. . 

19 

17 

36 

Total. 

52 

46 

98 

On register 2nd November, 1898, 

452 



Absent on probation, on pass, or by escape 




Kesident on 2nd November, 1898, 

452 

321 

773 
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It will be seen from these figures thut the numbers are still rapidly Mci.usoiit 

• • AsVLI'M. 

increasing. 

The increase, however, is due in some measure to the very low death 
rate which has again prevailed at the asylum, the rate for the ten 
months being the lowest on record in the institution. 

Nearly all the patients are committed to the asylum as diingerous Undue number 
lunatics under the 10th section of the Act 30 and 31 Vic., cap. 118 ; 
and in some cases it would seem that the facts on which the committal 
warrants are based, alford slight proof that the patient is dangerous in cap. U8, sec. 
the special signification clearly intended by the Act referred to. The 10. 
procedure under this Act is, however, in the majority of cases, the most 
simple method of obtaining admission to Irish district asylums ; hence 
the frequency with which it is adopted. 

There have been two cases quite recently in which the patients com- 
mitted as dangerous lunatics were not considered by the medical 
officei*s to be even insane. One of them (M.C.) was a woman of in- 
temperate habits, whom the medical oflicers certified to be under the 
influence of drink at the time of her admission ; but after close and 
continuous observation, she failed to exhibit any symptoms of insanity 
to justify her detention in a lunatic asylum. This patient, who was 
received on the 21st October, was discharged on the 2nd November, on 
the certificate of the resident medical superintendent and the- consult- 
ing and visiting physician, that she was not insane. 

The other case was that of an old man whose mind was somewhat 
weakened by age ; but in whom the medical officers failed to detect 

any symptoms which would justify his detention in the asylum. Ihe 

following extract from the Case-book gives the particulars of his 
case : — 


J. M. aet. circ. 71— Single; labourer ; from Mullingar Workhouse. 

General appearance — a very tiny old man, with wrinkled features ; and, 
owing apparently to rheumatic arthritis, has to walk with aid ' 

posterior curvature of upper dorsal spine : is very deaf. Height 4 feet 
10 inches— Nveight, 7 st. 2 lbs. Owing to patient’s deafness there is 
difficulty in carrying on conversation with him. When admitted on 
3 1 st October he was quiet and well-behaved, and displayed no peculiai i ty 

of conduct.” . I . 1 • 

On the application of the Resident Medical Superiiitendent, tins 
man’s discharge was duly authorised on the 9th inst. . . 

The committal of such persons is not only an injustice to the 
individuals concerned, but also entails unnecessary expenditure on the 
ratepayers of the district. It is not intended by these remarks to cast 
any reflection upon any of the persons responsible for the committals in 
these cases, who no doubt, were actuated solely by a sense of duty, but 
it is to be hoped that some means may be found for checking committals 
under an Act which was certainly intended to have a very limited 
application, just as the corresponding Act has in Scotland ; apart tiom 
the fact that the undue facility which it aftbrds for admission to 
asylums tends to increase the number who have to be supported out oi 

^“xile estimated accommodation in the asylum is for 396 males and 300 Acco:umod«- 
females- total 696. This shows a large deficiency which will, however, 
be remedied when the block intended for the patients wor^-ing on e 
farm — now in progress of erection — has been completed. , „ 

The percentage of recoveries on admissions this ® 

■present has been 36*4, viz. 32'4 aniongst the males, and 4 amongs 
the females. 
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The percentage of dtaths on the daily average number resident has 
been 4-7, viz., 4-2 amongst the males, and 5-3 amongst the females. 

The causes of death call for no special remark except that in this, as 
in other districts of Ireland, pulmonary phthisis accounts for a large 
proportion of them. 

There are 16 patients at present in the asylum who contribute a 
total sum of £300 per annum towards their maintenance. 

The net average capitation cost of maintenance is now £28 8^*., 
which is a reduction as compared with last year. 

The health statistics on the 2nd instant were as follow : — 



Males. 

Females. 

Total. 


Patients in bed, viz.: — 




Seriously ill, .... 

4 

6 

12 

From minor ailments. . 

8 

4' 

12 

3 

From old age or debility. 

1 


From violence or excitement, . 

5 

2 

7 

Total in bed, 

18 

16 

34 

Patients suffering from bedsores, 




Patients under restraint, 




Patients in seclusion, 




Epileptics, ..... 

33 

22 

55 

Actively suicidal, .... 

6 



General paralytics, . 

5 



Epileptic and suicidal under special obaer- 




vation, ..... 
Wet beds found, 

73 

45 

118 

2 


2 

Patients raised by attendants on previous 


night, ..... 

31 

33 

64 


Staff. 


The staff of the asylum is as follows : — 


Nature of Olltce. 


Medical Superintendent, 
A8si.‘itant Medical OlTicera, 
Visiting Physiclar., 

Chaplains, 

Clerk, . 

Storekeeper, 

Clerk of Works and Gat< 
keeper, 

Land Steward, 

Gardener, 

Farm Servant, 

Engineers, 

Stoker, 

Plumber, 

Carpenter, 

Painter, 

Shoemaker, 

Upholsterer, . 

Butcher and Herd, 

Head Nurse. . 


Number of 
Persons. 

Nature of Office. 

Number of 
Persons. 

1 

Houseneeper, 

1 

2 

Cook, 

1 

1 

Kitchen Maids, 

3 

3 

Laundresses, 

2 

1 

Laundry Attendant, 

1 

1 

Hall JJaid, . 

) 

1 

Dairy-maid, 

Diuinghall-maid, . , 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Attendants : 
Head Male, 

1 

2 

Deputy Head Nurse, 

1 

1 

Charge Male, 

5 

1 

Ordinary Male (a), 

19 

1 

Charge 1‘emalc, . 
Ordinary Female, 

6 

1 

11 

1 

Night Male. 

3 

1 

Night Female, 

3 

1 

Nurses, Male Hospital (b), 

3 

1 

Nurses, Female Hospital, 

I 

3 


(«.) Two female.s in male side included, 
(i.) One fenmlo iu male side included. 
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The number of patients employed and unemployed is shown in the 
following table : — 


Mulunoau 

Asylum. 



Number 



Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards, , . , 

68 

61 

As garden or field labourers (including dairy), . 

140 

19 

As storekeeper, 


1 

- 

As messenger, 


1 

_ 

As stokers. 


7 

_ 

As masons. 


2 


As carpenters, 


4 


As painters, 


9 

_ 

As tailors, 


5 


As shoemakers. 


11 


As upholsterers. 


16 

_ 

In diuiughall, 


11 

_ 

In the kitchen, 


10 

5 

In the laundry. 


2 

47 

In officers' quarters, 


8 

4 

At needlework, 


_ 

115 

At knitting, 


_ 

9 

Miscellaneous, , 


54 


Total employed, . . , 

349 

260 

Refusing to work, ..... 
Unemployed because of : — 

n 

- 

(a) Mental condition, 

46 

39 

(6) Bodily condition, 

46 

22 

Total unemployed, . . , 

103 

61 


Employment. 


One of the most satisfactory features of this asylum has always been 
the large number of patients employed, and the variety of occupations 
found for them. 

Duo attention has been paid to the religious ministration of the Divine 
patients, which affords many of tliem so much consolation. The »ervicc. 
numbers attending Divine Service on the Sunday preceding the second 
visit were as follow : — ■ 


— 

1 Mules. 

Females. 

Roman Catholics, 

1 

225 

221 

Protestant Episcopalians, 

25 

6 

Presbyterians, 

5 


Total, . . 

255 

1 

227 


Divine Service was celebrated by the Homan Catholic Chaulain on 
5A occasions, and by each of the Protestant Chaplains on 45 occasions 
during the period under review. 

Therehavebeen54associated entertainments, attended by an average cf Amu»emjuU'. 
480patients, since last inspection. There are also weekly dances, cuucerw;, 
and occasional entertainments given, besides the usual indoor games. 

The dietary is liberal, and the meals are served with due attention to Dietary aucl 
the amenities of life. service of 

p 2 meals. 
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Mulling AK 
Asylum. 

No inqueits. 
Casualties. 
Kpidemic 
disease. 

No restraint. 
Seclusion. 
Condition of 
Asylum. 

Works 

carried out by 

Asylum 

labour. 


Precautions 
against lire. 


Dispoi?al of 
sewage. 


Saccc.ss of 
farm. 


Mortuary. 


Damp yards. 


There has been no Coroner's inquest since last inspection ; and the 
only serious casualties have been two cases of simple fractures of bones. 

The only epidemic disease which occurred was an outbreak, of 
influenza in February and March, which attacked 82 patients and 26 
of the staff. 

There has been no entry in the register of restraint, but seclusion hj»s 
been used in the treatment of 14 males and 10 females on 56 and 171 
occasions, respectively. 

All parts of the institution were found clean and in good order. 
The painting and decoration of the asylum has been completed on the 
male side. 


As usual a large amount of work has been carried out by the asylum 
staff and patients, of which the following are the particulars : — 

(1.) Concrete wall, 200 feet long, 11 feet high, and 6 inches 
thick, erected, and walk laid down round reservoir. 

(2.) Earthenware piping laid from cow-shed to main sewer, man- 
hole constructed, tkc. 

(3.) Concrete flooring laid in head nurse’s rooms, single rooms 
in female side, and in coach-house. 

(4.) Twenty-four tiled hearths substituted for old hearths in 
corridors. 

(5.) Entrance wicket at gate lodge re-erected, and verandah and 
concrete walk constructed. 

(6.) Plastering, painting, and decorating carried out in male 
divisions, Nos. 1, 2, and 3, attendants’ rooms and stores, 
passages to dining-hall, male hospital, central hall, 
nurses and attendants’ rooms, bath, kitchen, laundry, 
and engine-house, ikc. 

(7.) Terraces constructed along road at back of main building, 
and round temporary block. 

(8.) Engine-room plant and boilers overhauled, and new lathe 
erected in engine-house. 

(9.) New doors, window sashes, (fee., and four large presses 
constructed, and sixteen squares of wooden flooring 
laid. 

(10.) Wooden cow sheds, 150 feet long, erected on farm. 

Some further protection against fire is required. Cased-in firehose 
should be provided in the ujjper divisions, and a fire escape stairs 
erected at the end of each wing, as suggested in a previous report. 

A good deal of trouble has been caused to the Governors by legal 
proceedings having been taken against them in consequence of the 
asylum sewage having injuriously affected a neighbouring farm. This 
diffaculty has, it is to be hoped, been ended by the determination of the 
governors to purchase the farm in question, with the object of using it 
for the disposal of the sewage. 

The Resident Medical Superintendent reports riiat the existing farm 

has teen successful in its working, and tliat since he has been able to 
supply the entire asylum with milk from it, no cases of typhoid fever 
nave occurred. 


A .Mortuary is much required, and the Governors have agreed to 
placo asum at the disposal of the Resident Medical Superintendent, 
with the object of having it erected by asylum labour. 

nine o the^ yards at the back of tlie asylum are very damp, and a 
Lommittee of the Board have very properly recommended that one ot 
them, at east, should bo concreted— a recommendation which ought to 
be earned out. ° 
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Some further machinery in the laundry, to meet the increased work Mui.linoar 
thrown upon it by the increase in the number of patients, would be A sylum . 
desirable ; and additional furniture is also required for the female Laundry. 

wards, ^ i /> i i Additioiml 

The statutory books and records were examine.!, and found to be furniture 
duly posted up. The Case-books, on both male and female sides, are required, 
admirably kept by the Assistant Medical Oflicers, both of whom take Books, 
a great interest in their official duties, and afford much assistance to 
the Medical Superintendent. 

This is, probably, the last annual inspection of the asylum under the Administra- 
existing system of local administration ; and it therefore seems proper 
to refer to the great liberality, and the very successful manner in which 
the affairs of the institution iiave been administered by the Governors. 

The success of an asylum depends upon its good administration ; and, 
judged by this standard, the Mullingar Asylum has been, during recent 
years, remarkably successful. The patients have received every reason- 
able comfort, and their lot has been made as endurable as possible ; 
every attention has been paid to their domestic and personal sanitation ; 
they have been afforded those religious ministrations which bring 
consolation to so large a proportion of this unhappy class, as well as 
those amusements wffich also tend so largely to their recovery. 


25th November, 1898. 


OMAGH DISTRICT LUNATIC ASYLUM. 


Omaou 

Abtlum. 


Ii'ipected oa 

This asylum was visited on the 7th instant— -the date of last * ’ 

inspection having been 8th October, 1897. ^ — 

The changes which have taken place in the intervening penod are Statialics, 
shown in the following table l — 


— 

Hales. 

Females. 

Total. 

On. register at last visit, .... 
Admitted since, 

Total, 

Discharged recovered, .... 

Discharged unrecuvered, . . . • 

Died, . 

Total, 

On register 7th December, 1898, . 

Abaentou Probation, on Pass, or by Escape, 

Resident on 7th December, 1898, 

305 

109 

278 

96 

683 

206 

414 

374 

788 

67 

7 

30 

27 

2 

46 

84 

9 

78 

94 

77 

171 

. 320 

207 

617 

320 

297 

617 
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Appendix to Forty-eighth Report on Riatrid, Crimmal, [App. F. 

Of the 617 patients resident, 449 are chargeable to the county Tyrone 
and 168 to the county Fermanagh. The legitimate accommodation in 
this asylum was determined during the present year to provide for 320 
males and 312 females. It Avill thus be seen that there are now no 
vacancies on the male side, and only 15 on the female side. There ha.s 
been during the period under review an increase of 34 patients, viz. : — 
lo males and 10 females, so that the question of providing further 
accommodation will soon again engage the attention of the governing 
body ; and I trust tliat it may then be decided to build, in connection 
with the farm, a block for chronic and quiet working patients, instead 
of adding to the already congested group of buildings. 

There are at present 22 paying patients in the® asylum whose con- 
tributions range from £5 to ^625 per annum. 

. The percentage of recoveriRs on admissions during the present year 
femaleT^ amongst the males and 33-3 amongst the 

As anticipated in last year’s report, the percentage of deatlis on the 
average number resident in the year 1897 was exceptionally high— in 
fact, the highest of any of the Irish district asylums. Calculated on 
the total number of patients, the per^jentage was 16 *2— being 16 
amongst the males and 16-5 amongst the females. The percentage 

in the case 

ot tlie females— the percentage on the total being ll-l. 

The health statistics on the day of my visit Avere as folIoAv : 


Patients in bed, viz : 

Seriously ill, . 

From minor ailments, 

From old age or debility, 

From violence or excitement, 

Total'in bed, 

Patients suffering from bedsores, 

Patients under restraint, 

Patients in seclusion, 

Epileptics, 

Actively suicidal, 

General paralytics, 

Epileptic and suicidal, under special obser- 
vation. 

'Vet beds reported in morning, 

Patients raised by attemlanrs during previous 
night, . . . . 



14 

34 


Females. 


11 

2 

2 


Total. 


17 

35 


r»i 

2 


14 

3 

5 


31 

69 


98 

25 


1 UK™ flu' I® U'at a marked improvement in the 

i.ealth ot the male patients lias taken place since their removal to the 
new hospital. This is evidenced by the great diminution in the deaths, 

fnn „ ’ ”^1 decreased by more than 50 per cent, as 

compared with last year. 

The office of trained sick nurse on the female side has been filled up, 
been obtained for the appointment of a 
le hospital nurse and an ordinary nurse to take charge of the male 
latter offices have not yet been filled, 
fui . ® ™ale attendants and one nurse have been added to 

e staff and the head attendant and head laundress have resigned 
Since last inspection. ® 
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The distribution of the staff and patients throughout the asylum is Omaoh 
shown in the following table : — Asylum. 


Number of Division. 

Number of Patients. 

Number of Attendants. 

Charge, 

Ordinary. 

Malk StDB. 




No. 1 (Acute), . 

25 

1 

2 

No. 2 (do.) . 

40 

1 

3 

No. 3 (Semi-acute and quiet), . 

25 

1 

2 

No. 4 (Quiet), . 

79 

1 

2 

No. 5 (Semi-acute and quiet), . 

38 

1 

1 

No, 6 (Quiet), . 

70 

1 . 

2 

Hospital, 

43 

1 

3 

Female Side. 




No. 7 (Acute), 

29 

1 

2 

No. 8 (do.). . 

45 

1 

3 

No. 9 (Semi-acute and quiet), 

34 

1 

1 

No. 10 (Quiet), 

73 

1 

2 

No. 1 1 (Semi-acute and quiet), 

34 

1 

1 

No. 12 (Quiet), 

60 

1 

2 

Hospital, 

33 

1 

2 

Total, 

617 

14 

28 


Distribution of 
Staff and 
Patients. 


In connection with the report on inspection last year, and the Administration 
numerous recommendations contained therein, I desire to thank the hy Governors. 
Governors for the careful consideration given to the several suggestions 
made, and to their willing adoption of so many of them. The manage- 
ment of the institution by the Governors will soon come to an end, and 
I trust that the Asylum Committee appointed by the County 
Councils may take as warm an interest in the welfare of the patients, 
and evince as generous an anxiety to provide every reasonable comfort 
for the hel])less and afflicted class entrusted to their charge as the 
present Governors have always done. I feel that on the present 
occasion it is scarcely fair to ask the Governors to consider any matters 
which are not urgent, and, therefore, I do not propose to trouble them 
with any suggestions. 

The structural alterations are still in progress, but completed sections Structural 
of the buildings have been handed over by the contractor, and are now Alterations, 
ill occupation. 

In connection with the serious sanitary defects, to which special Sanitary 
attention was directed in last year’s report, I am glad to be able to Condition, 
state that the sanitai’}’ coudition of the institution has been much 
improved since then. Tlie sanitary expert — Mr. Kayo Parry — again 
visited the asylum last month for the purpose of inspecting the works 
executed since his visit in October, 1897, and he states (1) that the old 
sanitary fittings have been practically all removed ; (2) that the old 
cesspool has been cleaned out, and the condition of many of the old 
drains gieatly improved ; (3) that the water tanks have been cleaned 
out, and those to which exception was taken have either been completely 
removed, or, if required, their use has been strictly confined to the 
flushing of the closets. 
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Omagh 

AerLUM. 

Employintnt. 


The following table shows the number of patients employed and 
unemployed on the day of my visit : — 


How emplo^'ed. 

Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards, 

62 

45 

As garden or field labourers, 

121 



As storekeepers, .... 

4 



As messengers, .... 

2 



As stoker, .... 

1 



As plumber, .... 

1 



As masons, .... 

2 



As carpenter, .... 

1 



As painters, .... 

2 

. 

As tailors, ... 

6 



As shoemakers. 

4 


As upholsterers,. .... 

44 

151 

As blacksmith, .... 

1 


In the kitchen, .... 

3 

3 

In the laundry, .... 

4 

28 

In officers’ quarters, 




At needlework, 



40 

At knitting, .... 

— 

85 

Total employed, 

248 

222 

Refusing to work. 
Unemployed because of : — 

12 

24 

(a) Mental condition, 

20 

23 

(6) Bodily condition, 

30 

28 

(c) Suitable work not available, 

10 


Total unemployed. 

72 

75 


I am glad to notice the large number of patients employed as garden 
or field labourers, and to be again able to refer to the successful 
management of the asylum farm. 

Divine Service. The numbers attending Divine Service ou the Sunday precnding my 
visit were as follow : — 


1 

Males. 

FemalM. 

Roman Catholics, 

1 

132 


Protestant Episcopalians, 

68 

46 

Presbyterians, .... 

67 

31 

Methudists, .... 

48 

41 


Since la.it inspection Divine Service has been celebrated 71 times fi>r 
tlie Roman Catholics ; 62 times for the Protestant Episcopalians; and 
61 times for the Presbyterians and Methodists. In addition to the 
celebration ot Divine Service, the Roman Catholic Cliaplain has, 
dunng the period under review, paid 115 visits; the Protestant 
Episcopalian, 46 ; the Presbyterian, 45 ; and the Methodist, 23. 

Ammements. There have been 9 associated entertainments since last visit, attended 
by an average of 370 patients, viz.: — 180 males and 190 females. 
In addition there were weekly dances ; magic lantern, and theatrical 
entertainments ; football ; cricket, and athletic sports once a week 
during the summer months, winding up with public sports, at which 
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prizes, generously provided by tlie Governors, were distributed to the Omiqh 

successful patients and attendants. Some of tlie i>atients were -Asylum. 

occasionally perjuitted to attend circus and other entertainments in tlie 
town. Xn addition to a liberal supply of newspapers and magazines, 
the usual indoor games, such as draughts, cards, dominoes, &c., are 
provided. 

Perhaps if a few newspaper stands could be placed in the day-rooms, 
they would be found conducive to tidiness, and convenient for the 
putients reading. 

The provision of some armchairs throughout the wards would also, in 
my opinion, tend to the quietude of excitable patients, as they are 
nowadays recognised as valuable means of soothing such patients. 

In accordance with the suggestion made in my last report, an Dietar>'. 
improved dietary has been in operation since May last. 

I have again to call attention to the prevalence of phthisis and other PreTalence of 
forms of tuberculosis among the patients in this, as in many ’of the Phthijis. 
other Irish asylums. 

The deaths from causes other than these call for no special remark. Zymotic 
except that one was the subject of a coroner’s inquest, and that three <li!«ea3e. 
of them resulted from erysipelas — a form of zymotic disease wliich has, 
unfortunately, appeared from time to time in this asylum. 

The case regarding which an inquest was held was that of an epileptic Death in 
who was suffocated from turning on his face during an epileptic seizure. «pileptic 
This case accentuates the well recognized necessity of keeping such “^Izure. 
patients under constant supervision by night as well as by day. 

I regret to have again to report that serious casualties have been Casualties, 
frequent among the patients, as the following list of those which occurred 
since last inspection shows : — 

(1.) L. W., scalp wound — the result of being knocked down by 
another patient. 

(2.) J. R., fracture of rib — cause of injury not discovered. 

(3.) I. L., fracture of clavicle — the result of a fall in an epileptic 

(4.) J. M., fracture of rib — the result of being knocked down by 
another patient. 

(6.) W. J. H., wound on head — the result of being struck with 
ewer by another patient. 

(6.) H. C., cuts on hands — caused by jumping through large pane 
of glass in No. 3 Division. 

(7.) F. G., accidentally struck with pick by another patient, causing 
lacerated wound between toes. 

(8.) A. S., lower part of ear torn from its attachment by another 
patient. 

(9.) A. T,, fractured femur — the result of having fallen out of 
bed. 

(10.) R. N., top of finger cut oS* by being jammed in door. 

(11.) M. B., superficial burn of feet from hot water accidentally 
upset in laundry. 

(12.) T. M., kicked on scrotum by another patient. 

(13.) J. R. C., cuts on forehead from fall caused by being pushed 
by another patient on stairs. 

(14.) E. S., contusion of nose and cheek from a fall. 
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Ohaoh Tho additions and improvements carried out during the period under 
Asylum. review were as follow : — 

(rt.) By Contract or otttside Labour. 

Additions and A number of sanitary blocks have been completed and are now in use. 

Improvemfints. Extensions to the male and female infirmaries have been made and are 
now occupied. Several dayrooms and dormitories, besides extensions 
to both male and female dining-balls and general bathrooms have been 
completed, and handed over by the contractor. New engines and pumps 
have been erected and are now in working order. Part of the new 
cooking apparatus is now in use, and the Plenum system of heating and 
ventilating has been in operation since the beginning of November. A 
new residence for the storekeeper has been completed. A 4-inch fire 
main has been laid, encircling the whole asylum, and providing a good 
pressure of water. New General Stores have been completed, and part 
of new laundry, including drying-room has been in use for some time. 


(6.) Carried out by Asylum Staff and Patients. 

Works carried Repairs to old part of building; colouring; painting; mounting 
out by Asylum blinds and curtains in new hospital ; papering and cleaning attendants’ 
labour. rooms; repairing furniture and making new tables for dining-halls. 

A water supply has been laid on to Clerk’s residence, and a bath with 
liot and cold water supply is beinff erected. 

A shed has been erected in Resident Medical Superintendent’s yard. 
Two new farm carts have been made, and barrows mended. 

A large amount of excavation and levelling has been carried out about 
the new buildings. 

A new garden has been enclosed for the Resident Medical Superinten- 
dent. 

Grains and sewers have been cut and filled in again for the con- 
tractors, and refuse clay and debris carted to hog lands. 

Planting of hedges, trees, and shrubs, has been carried out on farm. 
A hay shed has been erected partly by asylum labour. 

The books were examined, and found to be carefully written up. 
The Assistant Medical Officer deserves commendation for the full entries 
in the case-books, and for the number of post-mortem examinations 
which he has made. 

The entries in the Register of Restraint and Seclusion show that only 
one patient (a female) was restrained by gloves for apei iod of five hours, 
while 3 males and 9 females were secluded on three and ten occasions, 
respectively — the total duration being four hours in the case of the males, 
and twelve hours in the case of the females. 


Books. 

Asst. Medical 
Officer. 


Restraint anil 
Seclusion. 


3Lst December, 1898. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



App. F.] 


I^Txvctte Jyuncitic j^sytv/'iiis m Tvclcmd, 


203 


RICHMOND DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


Hk iimomd 
Asylum. 


I have this day completed the inspection of this asylum. 9th“l3tM4th, 

During the past year many alterations and improvements have been 
in progress. Tlie work of fitting up the annexe at Grangegoriniin for 
the accommodation of female patients may be said to he almost com- Addiiioiu, 
pleted, and 300 females are now located there. TIjis work includes the »her«tien«, «nd 
jirovision of kitchen, dining-room, work-room, sitting-room, and dormi- 
tory accommodation, together with a fire-escape stairs from the back, 
and sanitary accommodation in connection with the living-rooms has 
also been provided.- 


In the female house, the old floors of the corridor and single rooms, 
on the ground-floor at the buck of the building, have been renewed • 
the ground underneatli concreted, and new boards laid down ; whilst 
the old aj)artments of the Resident Medical Superintendent have been 
converted into day-rooms and dormitories. 


The old kitchen and cooking apparatus — so long ago condemned as 
unsuited to the requirements of the department — are being rejdaced by 
a new building and new appliances, and the stores and clerical offices 
have already been removed to the Grangegorman annexe. 


There are some minor alterations and improvements remaining to be 
carried out, including additional means of access to the dining-room, 
and some further sanitary accommodation ; but when these are com- 
pleted the old house will provide very suitable accommodation — afford- 
ing plenty of space ; good ventilation ; and easy access to the grounds 
in front, which, though not extensive, will make a suitable place of 
exercise for feeble or troublesome patients. 


Unfortunately, however, much remains to bo done in other parts of 
the institution. The male house has been improved by the relief of 
overcrowding, and by the provision of more space for carrying on the 
various trades. It is further proposed to improve the building by the 
introduction of electric light, and by refitting the general bath-room ; 
but as yet nothing has been done with regard to the renewal of tlio 
floors,* the improvement of the ventilation ; and the various other works 
so much required to raise the accommodation to the modern standard; 
nor has it been possible to take further steps as regards the. provision 
of hospital accommodation. A scheme has been for some time under tt i 
consideration to add to and remodel No. 11 block for the purpose, so as accommodtiiim 
to render it suitable for the treatment of the sick and infirm. This 
building was originally designed as a hospital, but it is at present used 
for the accommodation of epileptics. Unfortunately the block as it 
stands is quite too small to meet the hospital requirements of the 
Riclimond at the present day. Plans have been prepared for its enlarge- 
ment and alteration, but as yet no decision has been arrived at as to 
the mode in which the accommodation is to be provided. No doubt 
any scheme of the kind requires very careful consideration, as the 
provision of adequate space for the treatment of the sick in this asylum 
■will necessitate very considerable outlay, and at present all works of 
the kind have to be postponed owing to the changes introduced by 
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EiCUMONI) 

Abtlum. 


SUtiitics. 

Admisaions, 


Diachargea and 
deaths. 


tlio Local Government Act of last session. At the same time, it is 
a matter whicli slioiild not be lost sight of, as hospital accommodation 
is. of all things, urgently needed to meet the wants of the population 
of this asylum — a large proportion of whom, like all insane patients 
coming from an iirbin district, are physically as well as mentally 
broken down. 

Amongst the other works carried out during the year has been the 
addition of a vestry to the Catholic chapel. 

During the period since last inspection, 357 patients have been 
admitted as d.angeious lunatics ; 78 on the ordinary Privy Council 
form ; 1 1 as pay patients ; 1 by order of the Lord Chancellor ; 1 by 
Older of the Inspectors of Lunatics; 22 have been transferre I from 
Prisons and the Central Asylum, and 5 soldiers, having become insane 
while on active service, have been under treatment — making a total of 
475 admissions. This is the largest number of patients admitted since 
the year 1893 — exceeding last year by 16, and the year before by 31. 

Although the frequent recourse to the Dangerous Lvinatic Act is to be 
regretted, and although the chargeabilit}' of many of the cases sent in 
was more or less doubtful, still it is gratifying to find that recourse to 
asylum care was in almost every case at least justifiable. 

The discharges numbered 165, of whom 118 had recovered; the 
deaths 145 ; and 5 patients are at present absent on probation — leaving 
2,041 patients resident on the 14th instant, of whom 1,031 were men 
and 1,010 women. 


Recovery and 
death rates. 


Division of 
district. 


The percentage of recoveries on admissions during the year, up to the 
14th instant, amounted to 24-9, whilst the percentage of deaths on the 
average number resident was only 7*4. Both are low percentages, and 
this accounts in a great degree for the increase in the asylum population 
which has taken place during the past year — the largest almost in the 
records of the asylum. Perhaps in no other asylum has such a rapid 
accumulation — amounting in the last decade to an increase of 800 
patients — taken place. 

It will be for the Asylum Committee of the County Councils, 
appointed under the Local Government Act, to consider how far tlie 
accumulation of the insane should be allowed to continue, and wliether 
the time has not now come to divide the district, as far as possible, 
into its different areas of chargeability. At the present time the 
cliargeability of the patients to the different divisions of the district is 
as follows : — 


To Dublin City, .... 1,194 

,, Dublin County, . . . 468 

„ County Wicklow, . . . 167 

„ „ Louth, .... 166 

,, Town of Drogheda, ... 46 


In the event of Wicklow and Louth providing accommodation for 
their insane elsewhere, Dublin County and City could allocate the 
present Richmond Asylum, and the new asylum at Portraiie, for the 
accommodation not alone of the insane already under certificate from 
these areas, but also for those in the workhouses of the vaiious unions 
of the district, for whose care provision must undoubtedly be made 
under the proxisions of the Local Government Act, either in an asylum 
or by taking over for their use a workhouse or other suitable building. 
CftQses of The cause of death was in 1 1 cases general paralysis of the insane ; in 

death. 55 (^305 plithisis ; in 5 cases dysentery, and in 2 cases enteric fever. 
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PosZ-rwoWem examinations were made in about 59 per cent, oftlic 
deaths, as compared with 38 per cent, during the previous year. 

Only three deaths were ascribed to other than ordinary causes, and in 
each of these a Coroner’s inquest was held. 

In the first case, in which a female patient was found dead in bed, 
death was found to be due to fatly degeneration of the heart, coming on 
after beri-beri. 

In the second case the cause of death was found to be cerebral 
haernorrhage. 

In the third the verdict returned was that death was due to septi- 
ciemia caused by fractured ribs. Tliese injuries had been sustained 
before admission to tlie asylum. The patient liad fallen ofl‘ a seat into 
a cart. He afterwards became insane, and was sent into the Baltinglass 
Union Workhouse, where he svas very violent, tried to escape through 
bis cell window, and to strangle himself with a rope. How the injuries 
were inflicted the jury were unable to detennine, but they called atten- 
tion to the defective nursing arrangements in tlie lunatic ward of the 
workhouse. 

During the period und(jr review 23 patients were attacked witli Zyno'ic 
dysentery ; 7 with enteric fever ; 3 with diphtheria; one with erysipebis ; 
one patient and an attendant with scarlatina; 11 patients with pneu- 
monia; and 73 with consumption. Twelve cases of beri-beri also 
occurred, but in these latter cases the disease was of a very mild type. 

At the present time there are 125 patients in bed. Of these 49 are Health 
seriously ill ; 60 are in bed from minor ailments ; 10 from old age ; 6 
on account of their excited condition; and 3 patients are in seclusion. 

The records of restraint and seclusion show that 33 men were secluded Seclusion, 
on 144 occasions, and 12 women on 456 occasions. 

No patient has been placed in mechanical restraint. No reBtraint. 

There are 132 epileptics, and 99 patients are returned as actively Kpjicptic, 
suicidal. Of these two classes 224 are under constant supervision .luicidal, and 
during the night. _ ^aY‘ticca«. 

Ac the present time 55 patients suffer from general paralysis of the 
insane. 

The serious casualties during the period under review consisted of 9 Ca-^ualties. 
fractures of bones and one dislocation. In two of these cases investi- 
gations on oath were held by the Inspectors of Lunatics. In another 
case a patient accidentally set his clothes on tire, and received some 
slight burns on his body. 

I saw the patients at dinner in both the male and female diningrooms. Service of 
The meal was served with due regard to order, propriety, and the 
customs of civilisation. The behaviour of the patients was excellent, 
and the dinner appeared to be duly appreciated. The dietary through- Lktary. 
out is on a most liberal scale. Fish is gi>'en for dinner on Fridays. 

The dress of the patients of both sexes was of suitable quality, and as clothing aud 
a rule they were quiet and orderly, though in some of the larger day- conduct, 
rooms the great nmnber.s collected together tend to cause excitement 
and irritation. It is to be hoped that when the alterations in the 
female house are completed, efforts will be made to lessen the numbers 
in the day-rooms, so as to promote tranquillity and better supervisioii. 

At the same time, everyone appeared contented. The only complaint 
made to me was by one of the male patients, who stated that he had 
been roughly used by one of the attendants ; but this charge appeared 
on examination by the Medical Officers and myself to be the outcome 
of delusions. 


Richmond 

Abtlum. 


Autopsie.s. 

InqueBtt. 
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^8T^*^** A great advance has been made in this asylum as regards the employ- 

‘ ment of the patients, by the introduction of various trades— such as 

Employment, weaving, mat-making, and uj)holstery; and by the provision of 
additional machinery in the shoemaker’s and tailor’s shops. One 
liundred and seventy-six men are now employed at these various trade.s, 
and Dr. Norman expects that in a short time he will be able to weave 
all the tweed required in the establishment ; whilst, on the female side, 
not alone are all the women’s clothes made, but all the stockings for 
both males and females are knitted. By these means, more than half 
the patients are employed on each side, thus rendering them happy and 
contented, and preventing excitement and turbulence. 

Divine Sen-ice. As regards the ministration of religion, 508 patients attended Mass 

on last Sunday ; 87 went to the Episcopalian, and 14 to the Presby- 
terian Service. The Homan Catholic Chaplain visits the asylum at 
least once every day. The Chaplains of the other denominations visit 
about twice a week. At Portrane some difliculty has been experienced 
in meeting the religious wants of the Homan Catliolic patients. A 
chapel has been fitted up in the temporary building, but up to the date 
of my visit, Divine Service had not been celebrated. Arrangements 
have, however, I understand, been made to have Mass celebrated at 
least once a week in future 


Exorcise. 


Coat of 
tnaintentQce. 


Steff 


Medical 

reoorda. 


Pathological 

department. 


Tlie returns of exercise show that 80 men and 100 women are taken 
out for walks in the country once a week ; whilst 990 men and 530 
women walk daily iu the grounds. 

The gross average annual capitation cost during the year 1898 has 
aniounted to .£29 16s. 3tf. This is higher than the average cost of 
Irish district asylums in the past, but, as pointed out in previous 
reports, great difficulties are found in the economic working of an 
institution in which the accommodation is so much scattered. 

Owing to the rapid increase of the asylum population, tempoi'ary 
additions to the staff have had to be made from time to time. It is 
now proposed to amalgamate these temijorary appointments with the 
permanent staff*. In order to do this, the start’ has been re-organised — 
an additional class liaving been constituted, to be called “probationers,” 
of whom there will be 20 on Uie male and 30 on the female side. 
These probationers will undergo a course of training in the care and 
nursing of tlie insane. 

At present tlie number of attendants in the wards exclusively 
ill the care of the patients during the day, gives a ratio of 
about one attendant to 13 patients. 

The night staff consists of 14 male attendants, and 23 nurses — a 
strong staff, relatively, on the female side, but not too numerous for 
their responsible duties. 

There has been no change in the medical staff. Dr. Norman is 
assisted by 5 assistant medical officers, one of whom is a lady — and 2 
clinical assistants. 

The case books are well kept, a most ingenious method having beeu 
established by wliieh regular records of all cases in tlie asylum are 
ensure . I he notes are illustnited by pbotograplis of the patients. 

The pathological department is well equi[iped, and the scientific 
work IS ably carried out by the pathologist, Dr. Rambaut. 


16th December, 1898. 
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SLIGO DISTRICT ASYLUM. Sligo 

AsrLUM. 

The structural alterations and additions to this asylum are still in 
progress. The following is a statement of the works completed ; of Oct,, 1898, 
those in progress ; and of those not yet commenced : 

The additional buildings at the end of the male corridor are now com- add^oM »nd 
pletcd. Two of the rooms are occupied, but on the lower story the floor alteration!, 
has not yet been laid. Both male and female dining halls are built— 
the latter is used as a temporary laundry, the former is at present un- 
occupied, but must be used as accommodation for the male 2 ^atients 
during the winter. The building work of the new sanitary annexes 
has now so far progressed that, with the exception of one which is only 
just commenced, those on the male side are completed, and the roofs 
are on ; the plastering is almost completed ; the stairs are in their 
place, and the carpentry work is done, but the plumbing work has not 
yet been commenced. On the female side, these buildings are in very 
much the Bume state, with the exception that on this side the floors are 
not completed j the walls are not plastered, nor has the plumbing work 
been commenced. 

Temporary water-closets have been provided for the female patients, 
but the male patients have still to depend on the old closets so far as 
they remain, and on some additional closets erected outside in the 
yard. 

The connecting corridors on both sides are partly built, and on both 
sides the building of the general bathrooms is completed, but as yet no 
steps have been taken to fit them up. The foundations of the new 
washroom in the laundry are now laid, and the building is progressing. 

Some of the ground has been opened for the laying of the drainage, 
and is now ready for the work to be commenced at any time. 

The boilerhouse and chimney have not yet been taken in liand, b\it a 
temporary engineroom has been erected by ilie liesident Medical 
Superintendent to take the jdace of the old building, which had to be 
pulled down. 

As regards the work to be carried out in the main building, great 
difficulties have to be met with in its progress, owing to the great over- 
crowding. In the front corridors on both sides little has been done 
beyond the removal of a staircase ; the pulling down of a wall ; and the 
repairing of a floor on the female side. In the return buildings, on the 
male side, the rooms are entirely in the hands of the contractors, and 
vacated altogether by the patients. On the female side this jiart of 
the work is now almost completed. All the rooms in these return 
corridors are in occupation, with the exception of one section, where a 
chimney is at present being built, and where the ground and first floors 
are still in the hands of the contractor. 

From this account of the state of the works it will be seen that the Overcrowding 
overcrowding and confusion described in last year’s report still *nd confusion, 
continue. Altliough additional room has been provided for the females, 
the space left for the accommodation of the men is even more curtailed 
than ever, and the appliances for their care and comfort are more 
deficient. The existing confusion would seem to have, by degrees, 
demoralised the staff, who appear to be now losing all interest in the 
discharge of their duties. 
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Sliqo 

Asylum. 

Condition and 
clothing of 
males, 

Beds. 

Bathing 

arrangements. 


Condition of 

females. 


Statistics. 


Accommoda- 

tion. 


Escapes. 


Deaths. 


• No autopsies. 

Zymotic 

disease. 


I must again report that the condition of the male patients is moat 
unsatisfactory ; their clothes were torn (said to be eaten by rats) ; 
their shirts were also torn and filthy ; their heads were dirty — on one 
man I found vermin. Similarly, the bedding was equally neglected ; 
the sheets were unchanged, torn, and dirty, and the making of the beds 
was evidently left entirely to the patients. 

The suggestion cf my colleague, that hot water for washing should be 
supplied on every day, appears to have been carried out. The male 
patients, however, are only bathed on one day of the week. The result 
of bathing such numbers at the same t'rne is that the wasliing is care- 
lessly done, as the atte?idants are unable to give their attention to the 
work for a sufficient length of time. Bathing should be carried on 
from day to day, and tlie Head Male Attendant should satisfy himself 
that the ))atients are properly washed. 

As regards the cleanliness of the linen, it would surely be possible, 
even with the limited capabilities of the laundry, to supply a change of 
shirts when required, and to have the sheets repaired before returning 
them to the male wards. 

I am glad to be able to say that on the female side things were much 
better : tlie patients were fairly clean and tidy ; their clothing and 
persons were properly attended to ; their bedding, also, was in proper 
order ; the sheets were clean and properly mended. 

The following changes have taken place amongst the patients since 
the last report on this asylum was written just a year ago : — 

Tliere were then on the register 573 patients (344 men and 229 
women). Since then 138 have been admitted ; 53 have been discharged, 
of whom 20 had recovered ; and 39 have died, leaving 619 on the books 
of the establishment, of whom 370 are men and 249 women — an increase 
of 46 during the twelve months. 'I’his is the largest increase which 
has taken place in the history of the asylum — the average yearly 
increase during the past five years having been 30. Supposing, how- 
ever, that the average annual increase goes on for the next three years, 
the population of the asylum will then be 709, whereas the accommoda- 
tion — with the additions and alterations completed — will be only 
for 521. 

The mode of providing accommodation for the insane poor of the 
district ought to be one of the first things to occupy the attention of the 
new local authority. 

One man is at present absent by escape. He left the asylum on the 
26th May last, and has not since been captured. During the last twelve 
months 15 men and 5 women have effected their escape; one man, 
besides the one referred to', was absent 96 days ; the others were 
brought back in from one to four days. 

The deaths were all from natural causes, with one exception, which 
resulted from a murderous assault by one patient on another. Tliis 
case was tho subject of a sworn inquiry ami of a report to the 
Governors. 

In no case does the cause of death appear to have been verified by 
post-mortem examination. 

As might be expected from the existing inadequate sanitary arrange- 
ments, cases of typhoid and continued fever, diarrhoea, hospital throat, 
and influenza have appeared from time to time, but, happily, notwith- 
standing the unfavourable surroundings, these outbreaks did not spread, 
nor was the mortality liigh — that for 1897 being only 7 per cent, of 
the average number resident. 
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At the time of my visit I found only 8 patients confined to bed — Sltgo 

5 men and 3 women — and only 3 of these were seriously ill. Asylum. 

The list of casualties comprises a fi-acture of a rib and of one of the 
bones of the ann, and a wound opening the knee cap. These injuries 
resulted cither from quarrels with other patients or from falls. 

There are 19 males and 11 females affected with epilepsy, and one Epileptic and 
male patient is returned as actively suicidal. These two classes are suiciiial cases, 
now, as far as circumstances will admit, kept under constant super- 
vision. One man suffers from general j)aralysis of the insane. 

Nine men and 27 women are returned as having been placed under Restraint, 
restraint — some of them for very long periods ---the instrument used 
having been a strait jacket. It is to be hoped that when better 
accommodation is provided such frequent resort to mechanical restraint 
will not be found necessary. Seclusion was employed in 2 cases on the Seclusion, 
male side on 12 occasions, and in 11 cases on the female side for 65 
occasions. 

As regards employment, 159 men are engaged at field labour; 16 Employment, 
assist the artizans ; and 56 help in the various departments : 1 5 women 
wash in the laundry ; 85 knit and sew ; and 22 assist in the various 
departments. These returns show a satisfactory number of patients 
employed out of doors; but the number of women in the laundry is 
small. Having regard to the great want of help in this department, 
every effort should be made to induce as many female patients as [>ossible 
to work in it. 

I saw the men at dinner in their present dining-hall ; tlie over- Service of 
crowding was very great. Perhaps if the ])atients were divided, and meals, 
two messes were instituted, one after the other, better order could be 
maintained. As it is, nothing could be worse than th? way in which 
the meal was served. The dinner consisted of potatoes and milk — a 
dinner most suited to the wants and tastes of the inmates ; but no table- 
cloths or dishes were provided. The potatoes were merely heaped on 
the table in front of the patients, and the milk was drunk out of tin mugs. 

The cooking apparatus in the kitchen is veiy much out of order; and Cooking 
so great is the wasce of steam that a new range ouglit to repay itself in a arrangements 
very short time. A tea infuser, steam kettle, and an additional range — as 
suggested by mycollnague - would add much to the comfort of the patients. 

TJie provisions which I saw appeared to be of fair quality, and to be Provisions, 
obtained at reasonable prices. In the future it is to be hoped that the 
meat will be slaughtered at tlie asylum, as, during the year, a connuo- Stores, &c., 
dious slaiighter-iiouse, meat, and pork stores have been built. These erected by 
buildings, together with the temporary engine-house, have been erectiKl asylum labour, 
by the labour of the patients. 

Tlie mound of earth in front of that part of the basemeut story lately Further work 
converted into rooms for the female patients has not as yet been l emoved. 

This work, whiclt was to have been carried out hy patients’ labour, will 
greatly improve these apartments, by letting in more light and air, 
and will, it is to be hoped, shortly be carried out. 

The male patients’ clothes are obtained by contract, and the repairs 
only are done in the tailor’s shop. Simihirly, in the shoemaker's shop, 
only the repairs are executed : in most asylums of the present day all 
the boots and shoes are made in the establishment. 

I must again ask the Governors to consider the advisability of taking Pt'cautions 
steps to ensure an adequate pressure of water in case (f fire, agnnst fire, 
pointed out in my colleague’s report of last year, to ensure this it is 
only necessary to obtain the sanction of the Sligo Corporation to allow 
the water supply for the asylum to be bvken from above the break tank. 

Q 
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Sligo At presert the staff in actual charge of the insane consists of 15 
S TLUM . ip_ale attendants and 14 nurses. This gives a ratio on the male side 
Staff. attendant to over 24 patients, and on the female side of one 

nui*se to more than 17 patients. Such a ratio of attendants to the 
number of patients is much under that in other asylums ; and is in- 
sufficient to secure the safety of the insane. Efforts should be made 
as soon as possible — in order to avert responsibility in the event of any 
accident occurring — to increase very considerably the number of 
attendants on each .side. 

It is useless, at the present time, to call attention to the distribution 
of patients and attendants in the various wards ; as, owing to the over- 
crowding, and the^ changes whicli occur, from day to day, to allow the 
buildings to bo given up to the contractors, it is imjiossible to regulate 
the division of tlie inmates in accordance with their mental condition. 
Divino Service. llie Chaplains boohs show that on tlie Sunday preceding my visit 
9S men aiul 75 women were present at Mass; whilst 14 men and 
15 women attended the Protestant service. The Chaplains visit the 
asylum twice weekly, and due attention is paid to the Privy Council 
R('gulations with reference to the burial of j)atients 
Books. Tlie books and registers required by the Privy Council Rules were 

found to be correctly kept. It will be necessary, however, to enter 
notes from time to time in the early Case-book recording the histories 
of the old cases still remaining in the asylum. 

8th October, 1898. 


Watf.bforu WATERFORD DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Asylum. 

Inspected on I Spent yesterday and part of to-day in inspecting this asylum. 

lOth and 11th Since the last report was written, Dr. Atkins, wlio since 1878 held 

ugust, 1 . tlie position of Medical Superintendent, died at his post, to the sorrow 
Death ot all those who were in any way connected with him in the 

titloitnisti'ation of the institution. I mtist take this opportunity of 
1 e ica lip . recording tny sense of the loss which the service has sustained by his 
death. In his place His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant has been 
pleased to appoint Dr. Oak.shott, formerly Senior Assistant Medical 
Officer of the Cork Asylum. 

.Ylditions and 7 he structural alterations and additions to this asylum, which for 
a teratiiina. .some years past have been in progress may now be said to be completed. 

Ihe new buildings comprise two blocks ; a dining-hall; and a boiler- 

house, containing two large boilers. The two blocks are built to 

accommodate 60 males anti 40 females. This new accommodation con- 
sists oi well-designed day-rooms and dormitories, with workshops in 
the basement. 'I hese rooms are heated by air, brought from outside 
over hot-water pipes, and admitted into the ruoiiis from behind the 
clailo at about four feet from the floor, and they are ventilated by 
shafts carried along the walls to the roof, 
le dining-room affords amiile space for the service of the meals to 
noth sexes and in connection with it is the carving-room through 
, w hmh the food passes on its way from the kitchen, and here the carving 
Service ot a steam-heated table. The attendant’s mess-room and the 

m..u, wash-up room open off the dining-room. No one could be present in 
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this hall at meal time without being struck by the effect produced by WATEKfojip 
ample space arid libe)-al surroundings on the habits of tlie insane. The Asylusi. 
meal was served with perfect order and decorum, and the quiet ami 
good conduct of the patients could not have been surpassed in any 
assembly. 

The executive block has also been entirely re-modelled ; the laundry Kxecutive 
has been foi' some time in working order, and is equipped with all the f^'^partmetits. 
necessary machinery for the washing of such an establishment ; the 
kitchen is now completed ; is well lighted ; affords ample space; and is 
provided with a central group of boilers, two ranges, a gas stove, and 
a potato steamer. 

The stores are not yet quite completed. Tlie old dining-room, now stores, 
converted into a general store, is fitted up with shaves and counters. 

In connection with it are other smaller stores for special articles, such as 
bread and groceries. A new entrance has been made from these stores 
to the front of the institution, through the main building and alongside 
the general entrance to tlie asylum, so that the ti'adesmeii will in 
future deliver their goods direct into the sto’’e, and the whole southern 
front of the institution will be left exclusively for the use of the patients. 

I certainly think that these alterations and additions refieet the 
greatest credit on the arcliitect, Mr. Otway, as in no other Irish 
asylum have such imj)ovt:int works been carried out witli greater skill. 

Not alone has accommodation been provided in this old asylum hi 
accordance with modern requirements, but the executive dei>artmeiits 
have been re-modelled, and adaj)ted to the wants of the enlarged 
institution with efficiency and economy. The Governors may, therefore, 
be congratulated on the results, as, although the expenditure might 
at first have appeared to some to Have been large, in no cheaper way 
could such advantageous surroundings liave been obtained for the 
insane ; and 1 believe in the future these works will bo a sUaiding 
memorial of the interest which the existing Board of Governors has 
always taken in the welfare of the insane poor of the district. 

I am glad to hear that the requirements of the old buildings, to Proposed 
which attention has been called in former reports, have now been 
taken into cousideration, and that the necessity for the erection of ^ 
sanitary annexes in connection with these wards has been fully re./iU.sed. 

It has already been decided to enlarge the female iiitirmaiy day-room 
by throwing two small sleeping rooms into it. Attention should be 
given at the same time to the ventilation of some places on the male 
side which are sadly deficient in light and air. Additional furniture is 
also much required, but can be obtained from time to time, as Dr. 

Oakshott sees the requirements of the various wards. 

The following changes have taken place in the numbers since the last 
visit on the 2nd December, 1897 : — 

There were then resident 421 inmates (220 men an<l 201 women); StatiBtico. 
since then 77 (38 men and 39 women) have been admitted ; 2G have 
been discharged, of whom 18 had recovered; 24 (15 men and 9 women) 
have died, leaving 448 (231 men and 217 women) resident at the pre- 
sent date. 

During tlie past twelve months the population of the asylum lias 
increaseci by 31, tlie number resident on the 1 1th August, 1897, having 
been 417. This increase is somewhat above the average in tlie pa.st. 

Of the 77 admissions, 41 were received under the Povms prescribed Antliortty for 
by the Privy Council Rules ; 32 were admitted on the warrant pro- artmiBalon. 
scribed by the Act 30 and 31 Vic., cap. 118, section 10 ; 4 were trans- 
feiTcd from gaol under the Lord Lieutenant’s order. The large number 
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of cases admitted under the Privy Council Forms, and the small number 
committed as dangerous lunatics has always been a matter worthy of 
note in this asylum. It shows how easily the Privy Ccmncil Forms can 
be adapted to meet all requirements, without having recourse to the 
cumbrous proceedings under the Dangerous Lunatic Act. It is to be 
lioped that other districts will, ir time, follow the example of Water- 
ford in this respect. 

The deaths call for no special notice. There was no suicide, or deatli 
from misadventure. In tliree cases the C«mouer decided to hold inquests. 
In the three cases referred to, howe7(U’, tliere does not appear to have 
been any irregularity or other matter calling for any remarks from me 
In each case the verdict was that death resulted from natural causes ; 
one was from chronic brain disease ; one from broncho-pneumonia : and 
one from diarrhoea. 

The general health during the past year up to a few weeks ago lias 
been fairly good, the only outbreak of disease I’aving been an epidemic 
of indnenza; which attacked 8 men and 26 women, and 9 of the staff. 
Tliere is, unfortunately, at present one case of typlioid fever, and several 
male patients have been attacked with diarrhoea. Ten patients are 
confined to bed : 6 from seiious illness, 2 from debility, and 2 were 
kept in bed ou account of excitement. 

Nineteen men and 14 women are epilejitics ; 2 men suffer from general 
paralysis of the insane } 5 men and 3 women are returned as actively 
suicidal. 

As yet it has not been found possible to arrange for the continued 
supervision of these cases during the niglit, but the attendants have 
been appointed, and in a short time two suitable dormitories will be set 
apai-t for the purpose. 

Cards are now in use in the case of suicidal cases by which the 
attendants are cautioned as to the habits of the patient and the necessity 
for continued watchfulness. 

The records of restraint and seclusion show that 7 males were le- 
strained on 21 occasions for a total period of 223 hours. There has been 
no restraint on the female side, nor has there been any use of this form of 
ti’eatment since Dr. Oakshott came into office. 

Seclusion has been resorted to in the treatment of 10 males on 
nineteen occasions, and of 9 females on sixty-four occasions. 

The return of employment allows that 73 men work on the farm ; 
6 assist the artizans ; 8 men and 9 women do odd jobs about the liouse ; 
31 women go to the laundry ; and 7G knit or sew. This return showB 
a marked increase in the number employed, and proves that the land 
lately acquired is being taken advantage of. 

Lxtended walks in the countiy take place once a week, and are 
enjoyed by about forty of each sex. 

One hundred and two men and 90 women were present at Mass on last 
Sunday, whilst 4 men and 6 women attended the Protestant. Service. 
About 80 patients are able to be present at the associated entertainments. 

By degrees the number of the illustrated papers, books, pictures on 
the walls, and other objects of interest will, I hope, be increased. Such 
things are now so cheap that there is no reason why they should not be 
supplied to all classes of the insane, and they have a wonderful effect in 
producing peace and liarmony. 

The appliances for combating an outbreak of fire, both inside an 1 
outside the asylum, would appear sufficient, but the pressure of water is 
said not to be at all times sufficient to command the roof of the 
bmtduig. Both the tnale and female attendants are instructed in fire drill. 
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T obtained under contract appeared of good quality. tVATearonD 

eed not at present trouble the Governors with the question of the Asvlcm. 
existing dietary scale. This subject will occupy Dr. Oxkshott's p 

afen 7ih?ilrd " 

tin7®sfen‘7*ur';''® fT" io »"'i 

D , steps will be taken to modernise and improve the women’s 
Nothing, so as to encourage tl.eui to take a greater interest in their 
persouai appearance. 

Tlie bedding throughout the institution is of excellent quality and Bed,, 
the cleanliness and whiteness ot the sheets, evidently due to the 
improved means of wasliing, deserve commendation. 

In accordance with the suggestion made in last year’s report, the Staff 

following additions have been made to the staff, viz. : ^ 

An additional night attendant has been appointed on both the 
male and female sides; a dining-hall maid, and an assistant to the 
engineer have also been appointed. 

• distnbution of the attendants and patients in the various wards Distribution of 
is as lollows 

Staff. 

M.vle Side. 


Ward. 

No. of Patients. 

No. of Attendants. 

No. 1 (Acute), .... 

60 

6 

No. 2 (Chrouic), .... 

30 

2 ^ 

No. 8 ( „ . 

36 

3 

No. 4 

73 

4 

No. 6 (Sick and Infirm), . 

82 

Hospital nurse and 
one attendant. 


In addition to the above one attendant acts as hall porter ; one os 
ploughman ; and another in the kitchen. 


Female Side. 


Ward. 

No. of Patients. 

No. of Attendants. 

No. 2 (Chronic), .... 

64 

3 

No. S ( „ ), 

27 

2 

No, 4 (Acute), ..... 

93 

7 

No. 6 (Sick and Infirm), . 

43 

3 


Two of the female attendants act as assistant laundresses, and should 
not be returned amongst the ward staff. 

acJt7 patients, especially in the 

acute and admission wards. In others the rooms are too smil and 
m none of the wards is the staff sufficiently strong. 
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■Watkkfoui* In order to render the proportion of attendants to patients more in 
AsitcM. accordance with what is now considered necessary, the male attendants 
Distribution of now employed at outside duties should be brought into the 

patients an<l wards. For instance, one attendant is now constantly employed in the 
htaff— con. stores and passages, doing work which usually falls to a kitchen maid ; 

and similarly the hall porter’s duties could be quite as well done by a 
hall maid. 

Tf these attendants were brought into the wards and a kitchen maid 
and hall maid appointed to do the duty at which the male attendants 
are now employed, the staff in charge of the patients, and the number 
in each ward might be divided in the following manner 


Males. 


Ward. 

No. of Patients. 

No. of Attendants. 

No. 1 (Acute),’ ..... 

40 

4 

No. 2 (Chronic), .... 

50 

4 

No. 8 (Semi-acute and freah casea), . 

40 

4 

No. 4 (Chronic), .... 

60 

4 

No. 5 (Sick and Infirm), . • 

40 

Hospital nurse and 
two attendants. 


Similarly, on the female side, if the acute ward were divided into 
two, and a charge nurse appointed to take charge of the new ward the 


distribution would be as 

follows 




Females. 


Ward. 

No. of Patients. 

No. of Attendants. 

No. 1 (Acute), . 


40 

4 

No 2 (Chronic), 


60 

8 

No. 3 ( 

No. 4 (Semi-acute), , 


40 

2 


40 

4 

No. 5 Chronic, . . . 


40 

S 



This would appear to be the best distribution of patients and attend- 
ants, so as to secure, with the existing male staff, the greatest safety 
for the patients ; but even with these numbers the proportion of attencl- 
j>uts to patients would be low, and if the number of patients should 
i'’.creaso, additional attendants will be required. All that the present 
suggestions involve would be the addition of a charge nurse to 
suj)ci vise the additional ward on the female side, and the addition of a 
hull maid and kitchen maid. 

Final o'a’. The net average annual cost per patient last year, as amended by the 

auditor, amounted to £23 bs. Id. Fifteen patients contributed towards 
the cost of their support in sums varying from £i to £20 per annum — 
the total amount contributed being £220 10s. id. 

AMt\le<iical books and registers are carefully kept, with the exception of the 

Offic«rrequircd. Until an assistant medical officer is appointed, the 
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keepiuK of these imijoi-tant records of the histories of the patients can si, roan 
not be looked for, nor can the institution keep pace with other public -Asyivm. 

asylums in scientific work. ^ 

I am sorry to liear that tlie reatron lately appointed has been oblitfed Matron, 
to take extended leave of absence owing to ill-health. Her duties are, 
however, ably performed by her Zocwm tenens, Miss Elizabetli Colclough’ 

who has had excellent training in Steoven’s Hospital. ’ 


11th August, 1898. 


FURTHER REPORT. Inspected on 

Und Sept..l89S. 


2nd September, 1898. 

In consequence of tlie reports of the unsatisfactory sanitary condition Unsati^f.nc- 
of the asylum, 1 have again visited the institution. Anotlier patient ■^“"•tary 
has been attacked with typhoid fever. In this case the attack was 
from the first of a most unfavourable character, and ended fatally after 
a few days. The first case attacked also died, after a hard fight for 
life. 

Amongst the patients and attendants resident in the ward in whicli 
typhoid fever appeared, an outbreak of diarrhoea has also occurred— 
attacking 14 patients and 2 attendants, ar^d proving fatal in 1 case. 

The insanitary condition would appear to have been due to an escape Cause, 
of sewer gas from an old lavatory wliich was in process of removal. 

When the floor was taken up it vras found that the pipes were all more 
or less corroded ; many of the joints open and freely discharging sewer 
gas into the dormitory where the patients slept. Hr. Oakshott has had 
these dangerous pipes removed, and the drain sealed up, and the result 
has been an immediate improvement in the health of the inmates. 

Only one patient is now seriously ill : the rest are getting better : no 
new case has appeared ; and it is to be hoped that, as the cause has 
beMi removed, no further spread of the disease can occur. 

Fortunately it has been decided to provide new sanitary annexes in 
tins part of the building, so that the removal of the old lavatories form 
part of the scheme. 

WhUst dealing with these matters, I may call the attention of the 
Governors to the drainage from the old buildings, which does not 
appear to have been much altered since the opening of the asylum. 

The number of drains running under the building is not clearly known, 
and in order to obtain satisfactory information with regard to them, it 
might be wise to make a cutting round each wing of the old buildinirs 
thus ex[iosing any drains which may he there. ° ' 

There are, however, two large built culverts — one running under tlie 
centre of the main building, and draining the basement— the other 
running under the Protestant Chapel. It might be possible to divert 
these, and to drain the basement by cutting a sewer in front of the 
building, and round the female end. 

This, however, would be a serious undertaking, and on the whole 
subject of the drainage of the old builrlings, 1 think the opinion of a 
specialist should be obtained. 
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Staff. 

Night 
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required. 


Exercise and 
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Religious 
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Books. 

Additional 

accommo- 

dation. 


ARMAGH RETREAT PRIVATE ASYLUM. 


Tliere are at present in this licensed house 28 patients— 17 gentlemen 
and 11 ladies — and, in addition, 2 volnntiiry boarders — a lady and gimtle- 
inan — reside in tlie estahUsiiment. 8ince last visit, on the 6th October, 
1897, 5 gentlemen and 1 lady have been admitted ; 3 gentlemen and 
1 lady have been discharged; and 2 gentlemen have died. Of the 
admissions, those who remain appear suitable cases for asylum treatment 
— 1 has already somewhat improvt d, and I hope in time will be restored 
to her home. Of the two deaths wliich occurred the causes were gastro- 
enteritis and syncope. 

At the time of my visit one male patient, lately admitted, was very 
excited, requiring the exclusive care of an attendant, and one or two 
others aj*e said to be very troublesome and destructive, both by day and 
night. 

The staff at present is composed of 6 male and 6 female attendants. 
There is no permanent night attendant. I cannot too strongly impress 
on the proprietors of this establishment the importance of sucli an 
official — especially- when so many troublesome patients are under care. 
The insane require almost as much attention at night as dui-ing the day, 
and it is useless to suppose that the attendants who have been on duty 
all day can also attend to the patients during the night. In e\ery other 
walk of life people who have worked duringthe day require undisturbed 
sleep during the night, and I cannot understand how it is that atten- 
dants in private asylums can be supj)osed to differ iu this respect. If 
for no other purpose than to guard the patients and the premises against 
an outbreak of fire, an attendant on duty during the night is urgently 
required. 

The ladies and gentlemen take exercise twice a day : some go for 
drives, other for walks in the country ; 4 gentlemen occupy themselves 
on the farm ; 4 play golf ; and 3 ladies do a little work in the house. 
Occasional dances and entertainments are given. 

^ Three ladies and 2 gentlomeu attend the Presbyterian Service in the 
village and one gentleman goes to the Episcopalian worship. Religious 
services are frequent, both in the institution and in the neighbouring 
Lchoolhouse. 

The books, including the Case-book, are carefully kept. 

Various structural improvements are being carried out. At the 
preset time, an addition is being made which will provide a day-room 
for the more troublesome ladies, witli bed-rooms overhead. A very 
useful small day-room has already been ])rovided, which affords most 
excellent accommodation, as it is fully exposed to the light and sun. 


31st March, 1898. 
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ARMAGH RETREAT PRIVATE ASYLUM. 


ARMAGIt 

Retreat. 


Inspected on 
11th Nov., 
1898. 


This licensed house was visited on the 11th instant. There' -were 
then 12 ladies and 13 gentlemen resident. Since last visit, on the 31st 
March, 1 lady has been admitted ; 3 gentlemen have been discharged ; 
and 1 gentleman, aged forty-eight, died, the certified cause of death being ■ — 

serous apoplexy. The lady, who was admitted on the 24th October” 

■would appear from her history to be a dipsomaniac, and she was under 
treatment for a short time at Omagh District Asylum from tliis cause 
in 1897, but I could not, during my interview, detect any evidence of 
ins, unity to justify her detention in a licensed house ; while, unfoi’- 
tunately, no “ retreat ” has been established in Ii-eland under the 
Inebriates Acts of 1879 and 1888. My opinion as to this lady’s 
sauity is, I believe, shared by the proprietor, and I have asked Dr. Allen 
to have a special medical visit and report on the case before takinn- 
further action. ° 

Of the 3 gentlemen discharged, 1 v ent to Belfast and 1 to Armagh Disci, nrges. 
District Asylum, while the third — the acute case referred to in last 
report of inspection — made a satisfactory recovery. 

Tliere are at present 3 ladies living in the asylum as voluntary Voluntary 
boarders, and there have Iieen 3 gentlemen living under the same con- boarders, 
ditions during the period which has elajised since last inspection, but 
none remain at the present time. 

I was ple.u.sed to notice the improvements which have been effected Improvement, 
since my last visit. * 

There are 6 male and 6 female attendants. Tlie proprietors should. Staff, 
acting on the strong recommendation of my colleague, take steps to 
ensure the patients’ supervision and care during tlie long hours of the 
night. 

They should, in their own interests, raise as far as possible the 
standard of care and treatment in the establishment, bearing in mind 
that, under the new Local Government Act (section 9), the County 
Council, acting through the Asylum Committee, may provide accom- 
modation for private patients in eorineclion with the District Lunatic 
Asylum. 

The books were written up. Tiiere was no entry in the Register of Busks, 
restraint or seclusion since last visit ; and the religious iiiinistratioiis, No reJtraint or 
as well as the recreation of the patients, receive due attention. seclusion. 

I he beating system was temporarily out of order on the day of my bol'giuna 
visit. ministration. 

llculiug. 

24th November, 1898. 


BELMONT PARK (WATKRFORD) PRIVATE ASYLUM. Bkimont 

This licensed house was hist visited on tlie 3rd December, 1897. 
ihi re were then 36 gentlemen resident. Since that date 5 have been on 

under*^^'*' ^ ; and none have died— leaving 38 at present 

Of the admissions, one gentleman was discharged and again admitted Numbers, 
and one left on recovery. ’ 
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Sanitarv 

arrangements. 
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Divine Service. 
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Change in 
management. 

Staff. 


The newly admitted patients remaliiing are suitable cases for asylum 
care, and afford some hope of ultimate recovery. One is already some- 
what improved, and I have entered a note witli reference to his case in 
the “Patients’ Book.” 

As regards the general condition of the other patients, all appear in 
good bodily health — the only one at present confined to bed being the old 
hypochondriac to whom reference has been made in past reports. Steps, 
will I trust, be taken to move this patient occasionally into the open air 
during the summer. Another patient (an imbecile) is suffering from an 
inflamed knee joint — the result, it is said, of accidentally falling out of 
bed. 

Restraint has only been resorted to in one case, on one occasion, for 
a period of four hours. There is no record of seclusion having been used. 

The personal appearance of the patients was not unsatisfactory ; l)ut, 
as has been freciuently remarked, it is difficult where the insane pay low 
rates of board, to obtain suitable clothing from the relatives. 

I would suggest that arrangemeuls should be made to have the 
general bathing every week, and not every fortnight as at present. 

All the rooms — both bedrooms and sittingrooins — were found in good 
order. Painting is much required in some places, but it is stated that 
this work i.s about to be taken in hand. The main staircase will first be 
re-painted and decorated, and will then be opened for tlie use of the 
patients instead of the back staircase used at present. 

In accordance with the suggestion made in last report, wire bottoms 
liave been substituted for the straw palliasses in the bedsteads in tlie 
rooms used by the more troublesome patients, and a similar improve- 
ment is being carried out in other parts of the building. 

The new water closets in the central block are now in full use — 
adding much to the comfort of the patients, and affording a most 
needful improvement in the sanitary condition of the establishment. 
There are a few minor alterations in these new buildings, to which I 
have drawn attention, and which would remove any projections to 
which suicidal patients might attach strings. Such places as water 
closets, where patients are generally out of siglit of the attendants, 
should be made as safe as possible. The water closets in other parts of 
the building would be improved by removing the woodwork which 
surrounds the pans, as tliis becomes saturated and offensive. 

The number of patients who occupy themselves has increased to 11. 
Of these, 4 do a little gardening, wliilst the others assist at various 
household offices. 

Regular walks are now taken through the country twice a week, in 
which about 26 patients are able to join. 

Twenty-seven [)atients are able to be present at the celebration of Mass 
on Sundays and holidays, and a few attend daily prayers in the chapel. 

The Case Book is not properly kept up. Tiiisis accounted for by the 
illness of the Visiting Physician, who, I am sorry to say, has been unable 
to attend to his duties for some time past. The other statutory books 
and registers are properly kept. 

Since tlie last visit a change has taken place in the management of 
the institution — Brother W. J. Becker, who for so many years acted 
as Superintendent, has left for a prolonged sojourn abroad, and his 
place is taken by Brother Murphys, who seems to have had considerable 
experience in similar institutions abroad. 

Ihe staff now consists of 10 of the Brethi'en and 4 paid attendants, 
one of whom acts as a night attendant. 

27th May, 1898. 
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BELMONT PAKK (WATERFORD) PRIVATE ASYLUM. Bblmoxt 

Pakk. 

Since the last visit to this establishment, on the 27th May, the only inspecteil on 

change which has occurred has been the discharge of one patient. 9th August, 

There has been no admission ; no death ; nor has there been any 
serious illness or accident. 

The old gentleman suffering from hypochondriacal melancholia, to 
whom reference has so frequently been made in past reports, has been 
moved downstairs. He is now sitting up, and is at times brought out 
into the open air. 

The principal purport of the present visit is to examine into the 

mental condition of one patient. A note with reference to his ease has 

been entered in the patients’ book. There seems to be no doubt that 
this patient was a suitable case for asylum care ; and, although he has 
now improved, there would be danger of a rehipse if he were discharged 
prematurely. 

The Visiting Physician, I am happy to hear, has now resumed duty 
after his long and serious illness ; and I trust that more attention will 
in the future be given to the keeping of the Case book, so that deta,iled 
records of the mental symptoms of the various patients under care may 
be obtainable. 


9th August, 1898. 


BLOOMFIELD INSTITUTION FOR THE INSANE. Bi.ooMpm.u 

Institution. 

There are at present resident in this Lunatic Hospital 16 gentlemen Inapectedon 
and 18 ladies. When last reported on (14tli May, 1897) there were 

17 gentlemen and 20 ladies. In the interval one gentleman and one ' 

lady have been admitted (the latter has been discharged recovered) ; Numbers, 
one gentleman was removed one gentleman and two ladies have died. 

The deaths were due in two cases to heart failure, and in one case to Deaths, 
senile debility. 

As regards the mental condition of tlie jiutients, in only one case a Mental 

late admission — was there any evidence of improvement, and in his case conditioa. 

1 entered a note in the “ Patients Look ” : the others are all more or less 
the subjects of chronic disease. 

The general health is excellent ; on neither side was any patient con- Ilealtli. 
fined to bed, and there appears to be practically no one on the sick 
list. 

The entries of restraint are as follow : — In the case of one gentle- Kestrainf, 
man there are 26 entries, but I am glad to say that this patient, so 
often referred to, is now managed without having recourse to 
mechanical appliances ; one lady was restrained for three bouns ; and 
one gentleman, lately admitted, for eleven hours — the instrument used 
in each case being a canvas jacket with long sleeves. 

The patients appeared to be well looked after as regards the neatness cioth'ne 
of their clothing, and their pei*sonal tidiness, especially on the female ^ 

■side, where great attention is given to the dress of the ladies. 
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Bi.oomfjfi.d Swanbroob, the detached block occupied by ladies whose mental con- 
INSTITUIXON. (lition enables them to enjoy a good deal of personal freedom, affords— 
Accommoda- descrilied in last year’s rei)ort — a most excellent home for such cases, 
tion. where they can go in and out as they like ; and the accommodation 

there provided deserves the highest commendation. 

The main building is at one side occupied by seven ladies, who 
Sanitary ' recjiiire Careful nursing. The accommodation is good, and the sanitary 
arrangements. appliances of modern construction, only requiring some trifling alter- 
ations (which I pointed out) in order to obviate any attempt at self 
injury. 

On the other side of the house— now entirely given up for the 
accommodation of gentlemen — the sjinitary arrangements are not so 
modern. I would suggest that, at least, the wood work around the 
pedestals in the water closets should be done away with, as it serves no 
Ventilation. useful jmrpose, and becomes sodden -with wet. In the lower corridors 
the Committee has made various efforts to improve the ventilation by a 
shaft communicating with the roof, and by increasing the size of the 
ventilators under the ceiling. In my opinion, however, the radical way 
of improving the ventilation — which certainly in some rooms occupied 
by the more troublesome patients would require further improvement — ^ 
ffeda. would be by increasing the size of the windows. Further, 1 think more 

suitable bedding should be used— aud tliat straw palliasses should be 
done away with altogether. The room witli cement floor should be 
covered with cork carpeting, which could he quite as easily kept clean, 
and would render this room somewhat more in accordance with modern 
requirements. 

Tlie ground set apart for the gentlemen might, with great advantage, 
be enlarged by throwing into it the corner space now utilised for garden 
purposes. 

The provisions against fire coasist of hydrants round the buildings 
outside, aud small pipes, to which hose can be attached, on each corridor. 
It is necessary, however, to point out that if a fire were to take place 
in the centre of the female corridor, no alternative exit exists from the 
rooms at the end of this wing. 

The staff at present cxmsists of ahead attendant, and seven male attend- 
ants; onthefemalesidetherearetwo nurses, and one assistant in the' main 
building, and three nurses at Swaiibrook. At present there are three 
msile attendants on duty at night, and one nurse takes night charge of 
Swanbrook, but in the main block there is no one in special charge of 
the female corridors during the night. The nurses sleep iu the wards, 
but it is difficult to understand how they can be held responsible for any 
accident when they are asleep. 

Only in some cases are reports in writing made by the attendants. It 
might serve a useful purpose if books with printed headings were kept 
by the charge attendants, both by day and night, giving the changes which 
occur amongst the patients ; and jxarticulars of any accidents, or other 
matters of importance, for the information of the Medical Officer and 
the Committee. Further, some means of recording the watchfulness of 
the niglit staff — sucli as a recording clock — might be of service in show- 
ing the duties performed during the night. 

A house is hired every year at the seaside, so as to enable some of 
the patients to enjoy change of scene and air. If such a house were 
taken permanently, it would serve a.s a convalescent home at all time.s, 
and would add much to the usefulness of the institution — by enabling 
some of the patients to obtain more extended exercise in tlie open air, 


Recreation 

ground. 


Precaiitiona 
against lire. 


Staff. 


Records. 


Se-aside 

resilience 

rccommeniled. 
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No change has taken place in the ministration of reliinon- eleravmen n=v ■ 

no mSr bat at/iLent mi'SaHon. 

I saw a f pb^ee of worship outside. ' 

and w'^ Ir r appeared to be enjoyed, Service of 

f , with due regard to decorum, ‘ ’ dinner. 

Tmmn '1') ‘“f‘r V® l’''0g>-'=s? of oach Case are entered in the Medical Medical 
Journal by the visiting Pli.ysician. I would suggest, however that 
these notes si, ould be transferred to the Case BookTso as to afS^-d the 
necessary history of each patient whilst in the institution. 

14th April, 1898. 


COUHSB LODGE PRIVATE ASYLUM. Comwe 

On my visit to this licensed house, I find that the princiiial sitting- la^u. 
room Is being re floored, and, therefore, only one small room is left for Inspected on 
tlie use of the ])atieuts — a room only capable of accoTnnioclating half March, 
the inmates, so that the remainder have to pass their days in their bed- 
looms. Even when the two sittingrooms are in use, thev are not siifh- fnsufRcicnt ac- 
cient for the requirements of the establishment. In every licensed commodation. 
house one room, in addition to the sittingrooms, should be set apart as 
a^ diningroom, as it is otherwise impossible that due attention can be 
given to the requirements of modern civilisation in the service of the 
meals a matter so important in the treatment of the insane. My 
colleague in his last report stated that tlie proprietors proposed to 
enlarge the sittingrooms, but it does not appear that this proposal has 
been carried out. 

Several other improvements are much required : — some means of Improvemenbi 
escape should be piwided in case of fire, from the end of the bedroom 
corridor on the first floor, and a passage — other than through the 
kitchen — should be made to the bedroom on the ground floor. 

Parts of the building stand much in need of papering and painting, 
as the paper is hanging off the walls in some jilace.s. 

The sheeting on the beds is much worn, and would require renewal. 

There ai'e at present 11 ladies on the books of tlie establishment. Numbers. 
Since the last visit 2 p'atients have been admitted — of whom one lias 
been discharged; and the other is a suitable case for asylum care. 

These are the only changes which have taken jilace. 

All the ladies appeared in fair bodily health ; only one very old and Health, 
feeble lady is constantly confined to bed. There is no entry of restraint re-'^^raint or 
or seclusion, and all the iiatieiits appeared to be quiet and well con- 
ducted. They were fairly neat and tidy in their persons. As many as S’ndiMo?"'' 
are able take extended exercise in the country when the weather is Kxerdse' 
favourable. 

Three ladies are able to attend the Presbyterian Service, and three Religious 
the Methodist Service, in the neighbouring places of worship. ministration. 

The staff' is stated to consist of four nurses. Stafl. 

The books, including the Case-book, are kept up to date. Books. 

31st March, 1898. 
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COURSE LODGE RJRIVATE ASYLUM. 

I visited this asylum on the 11th instant, and saw the ladies, eleven 
ill number, then resident. One lady suffering from melancholia has 
been admitted, aud one lady has been discharged since last inspection, 
during which time there has been practically no change in the 
establishment, 

The licence was examined and found correct. The plan of the house 
required by the 22nJ section of the Act 5 and 6 Vic., cap. 123, to be 
aing up in a cons[>icuous part of the establishment, was not to be found. 

At the time of my visit the patients were seated in two small sitting- 
rooms which open on either side of the hall. Dinner was being prepared, 
and was served a little later in these rooms in my presence. Each patient 
had a fried lierring and boiled potatoes for dinner, and one lady wlio 
refused to eat the fish dined off [>otatoes and butter. I was told that any 
])at^ent who wished was supplied with bread and cheese afterwards. 

The passage to the lower bedrooms, so as to avoid passing through 
the kitchen, whicli was suggested in the last report of inspection, has 
been made, but none of the other structural improvements, so urgently 
required in this establishment, have as yet been commenced. 

So far as my observation goes, tlie patients seem to be kindly treated, 
and those who are able to express an opinion appear contented, but the 
general standard of care and treatment is not such as might be expected, 
and should be provided, in an establishment receiving private patients. 
For instance, the dinner served on the day of my visit might be suitable for 
farm labourers, or possibly for some jiatients in a lunatic asylum sup- 
2>oi ted out of public rates, but it certainly was not a proper one for ladies. 

It has been our disagreeable duty in the past to find fault in some 
respects with the condition of this house as regards the treatment of 
individual patients, so much so that we felt it our duty on one occasion 
to invoke the authority so beneficently exercised by tlie Lord Chancellor 
in the case of the private insane. 

Lnder tho 9th section of the Local Government Act, 1898, the 
County Councils will have power to make special provision for paying 
patients, and, wlien such provision lias been made, it will he impossible 
to approve of patients being allowed to remain in an establishment such 
as tins, under its present conditions. 

^ We, therefore, impress on the proprietors the absolute necessity of 
improving the structural and general condi'ions of their establishment; 
and, if tins is not done, it will be our duty to bring the matter again 
under the notice of the Lord Chancellor, with the view of deciding 
whether the licence should be allowed to continue. 

All the ladies appeared in good bodily health, except one of tlie two 
referred to in previous reports as having been confined to bed. This lady 
IS m very feelde health, and, humanly speaking, will not live very long. 

leie has been no entry of restraint or seclusion since last inspec- 
tion ; and all tlie books were found doly written up. 

I examined the admission form in the case of tlie lady admitted since 
ast Msit, and found that it was partly filled up in pencil, which, 
altnougli legal, is obviously objectionable. 

Tile staft consists of one trained mu-se, and two a.ssistant nurses, 
s many patients as are abl(i take exercise cither in the grounds or 
ou SK c, and I was informed that several excursions were made during 
the summer. 

Those of the ladies who are able, attend Djviue Service iu the 
neighbouring churches. 

24th November, 1898. 
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ELM LAWN PRIVATE ASYLUM. Elm Lawk. 

There ate now 9 ladies resident in this establishment. Since the last ™ 

visit 4 have been admitted, and 1 has been discharged. 

All the admissions appear suitable cases for asylum care. 

The house was found in good order. The sanitary appliances, to Numbers, 
which attention was called in last report, h.ave been entirely over- Improved 
hauled ; a new system of drainage, outside and inside, has been laid ■ ’“"'‘“'■y 
and new fittings have been put up in the closets. In addition, a certifi- “"“"eemeats. 
cate has been obtained from a distinguished sanitary authority that this 
work has been carried out on the most approved modern principles. 

There is no entry of restraint or seclusion ; but, in the case of one w 
lady lately admitted, the bedroom door is bolted wheu she is in her room g 
during the day, to prevent her throwing things over the banisters. 

This, of course, must be considered seclusion, ami should in future be 
recorded as such. 

Three ladies are able to go out for drives, and one can be entrusted Exercise 
to go alone for walks on the country roads. ' ’ 

One lady for a time attended the parish church, but was not able to ReliKiaua 
continue to do so. Prayers are read every morning by Miss Bernard, minUtnition. 
and clergymen pay occasional visits. I think, however, as Miss Bernard , 
ha.s now so many ladies resident, she may be able to send one or two to * 
church, or obtain more regular visits from a minister of religion. 

Tlie staff wLo assist Miss Bernard now consists of three, and some- 
times four, nurses. 

At the time of my visit, most of the ladies were in the garden en- 
joying the sunny weather. 

7th July, 1898. 


ELM LAWN PRIVATE ASYLUM. Klm Lawn. 

There are at present 7 ladies resident in this establishment— 2 having 
lieen removed since the last visit. Tliose remaining are of tlie chronic 1898. ’ 
and harmle.ss types, presenting little hope of ultimate recovery. All — 
appeared in good health, and seemed to be well looked after. Neither 
restraint nor seclusion has been resorted to since last visit, and the lady, 
to wJiom reference was made in a previous report, no longer require.s to restraint or 
have her door bolted. secluoion. 

I saw the table laid for dinner in the diningroom. Due attention Service of 
would appear to be paid to the usages of society in the service of the meals, 
meal; 

The various bedrooms were neat and clean. 

Several improvements liave lieeii carried out — some papering and rovemeuts 
painting has been done, new carpets have been laid down, and the 
fittings in the water closets have been made more secui’c. 

Two of the ladies are able to take country walks, but none go out for p^er • 
drives at present. Two ladies attend the i)arish church, and ]>rayer.s 
are read every inorniug by Miss Bernard. The olergymen of the parish iiStrat'ion. 
visit occasionally. Books and amusing papers are said to be provided . 

lor those who can enjoy them. 

30th December, 1898. 
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FARNHAM HOUSE AND MARYVILLE PRIVATE 
ASYLUM. 

Since these licensed houses were last visited, 2 gentlemen have been 
admitted ; 2 gentlemen and 3 ladies have been discharged, of wliom 
one of each sex had recovered ; and one gemtleman has died — leaving 
on the books of the establishment the names of 18 gentlemen and 20 
ladies. 

The death was ce»'tified as due to heart failure ; and appears to have 
occurred rather suddenly, in an old patient. 

The two admissions are suitable cases for tusylum treatment; both 
are acutely insane ; and both afford some hopes of ultimate recovery. 

Tlie greater number of the ladies and gentlemen were in the airing 
courts at the time of my visit. 

Both sexes were clean and tidy in their persons, and were suitably 
dressed. The bedding was clean, and all the beds are piovided with 
under blankets. 

The dayroom in the block occupied by the more troublesome ladies 
has been improved by the supjily of new furniture, which includes a 
}>iano and some simple decorations, but I must repeat the remark made 
at last inspection that this room is too small. 

One gentleman and two ladies were found in bed — the gentleman 
sufiering from some passing ailment ; one lady from old age and 
debility ; and the other on account of excitement. 

The use of restraint and seclusion has been largely diminished. 
Practically only one patient is restrained, by gloves during the night. 
It has been found possible, since last visit, to do away with the tying 
of the hands, whilst being fed, of the lady referred to in last report. 
Since last visit two gentlemen and one lady were each secluded on one 
occasion for less than an hour. 

The staff consists of 10 men and 20 women ; but T understand these 
numbers include servants engaged at different work in the establishment. 
Tliere is no night staff. Even to guard against fire a night watclnmiu 
would seem to be required. The dey attendants sleep — some in rooms 
with the patients — some in separate rooms near them — but this cannot 
he considered sufficient protection for the insane, who require care by 
night as well as by day ; and it is impossible to expect that the 
attendants who have done duty by day, can also adequately take charge 
by night. 

Already several picnics to the seaside have been given ; carriage 
exfTcise is provided three days a week ; several of the gentleimm are on 
parole, and go where they like ; one attends the Catholic church in the 
neighbourhood, and another goes to the Parish church ; most of the others 
— both ladies and gentlemen — attend prayers in the chajiel attached to 
tlie institution. 

Tlie books and registers are carefully kept, and the Case-book, as 
usual, gives most interesting particulars of the patients under care. 


19th July, 1898. 
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FARNHAM HOUSE ANTD MARYVILLE PRIVATE 
ASYLUM. 

On visiting these licensed houses, I find that -when the last report was 
written, on the 19th J uly, there were on the hooks of the establishment 
the names of 18 gentlemen and 20 ladies. Since then 1 gentleman and 
- laches lia\e been admitted ; 2 ladies have been discharged; and 3 
gentlemen and 1 lady have died— leaving at the present time IG gentle- 
men and 19 ladies in residence. Of the admissions, the gentleman has 
since died; one lady has been removed to another asylum ; and the 
other IS acutely insane. The four deaths were certified as due — one to 
general paralysis of the insane ; one to fatty heart, and two to 
meningitis. 

There has been no accident and no escape. 

The register of restraint and seclusion contains entries of the constant 
treatment of one case during the night, to prevent 
hltliy habits ; of the use of a strait jacket for a brief period in another 
cas^, for surgical reasons ; and of the use of seclusion in one case. 

Only one old lady was confined to bed from old age and general 

paraly.sis. The other patients were found in excellent health ; all were 

neat and tidy in their persons; and no complaint was made. 

The dayroom in the separate block, to which reference was made in 
last report, is not now .so overcrowded, as some of the patients have 
been removed from this building to associate with the more tranquil 
Jadies. ^ 

No alteration has been made in the staff, and as yet no provision has 
been made for the care of the inmates during the night. 

The ministration of religion receives careful attention. The greater 
number of the ladies and gentlemen attend prayers in the 'chapel 
attached to the institution. 

The books and registers are carefully kept. The Case-book does 
credit to the Assistant Medical Officer, 
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3rd December, 1898, 


HAMPSTEAD HOUSE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

This licensed house was last visited on the 22nd December 1897 
Since then the only change amongst the patients has been the adniissioii 
of one case suffering from melancholia, who is a fit subject for treat- 
ment here. There have been no discharges or deaths, and the patients 
on the books of the establishment now number 22. At prc.sent there 
is no one fit for discharge. 

The patients appeared consented and well looked after. 

Since the last visit, seclu.sion lias not boMii resorted to and restraint 
has been used only on one occasion in the treatment of one case. 

changes have occurred in the strength of the staff, which consists 
of 8 attendants, one of whom acts as night attendant. 

The amusements consist of associated entertainments held at intervals 
at the ladies’ house, at which a number of the gentlemen are able to 
attend. Drives are taken every week, and three gentlemen are able to 
go to Dublin at times in charge of an attendant. The supply of 
amusing books and papers a])]>ears sufficient. 
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The table was laid for dinner, and the state of the table appoint- 
ments calls for the highest praise. 

Tlie sittingrooms and bedrooms are, as usual, bright and cheerful, 
and decently furnished. 

The ministration of religion continues unchanged : three gentlemen 
are able to go to the parish church under the care of attendants, and 
from 8 to 10 patients attend prayers in the liouse. 

The appliances for use in the event of the outbreak of fire consist of 
Miller’s Patent Handy Fire Engines. The supply of water, liowever, 
could not be considered at all times sufficient to meet a fire of any 
dimensions. Inquiries are being made with the view of obtaining a 
firo-proof shoot for use from the upper corridors. 

The Case-book, as usual, does credit to Dr. H. Eustace. 


31st May, 1898. 
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HAMPSTEAD HOUSE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 


Since the last visit on the 5th May there has been no admission j 
no death ; and only one gentleman has been removed — leaving at the 
present time 21 gentlemen in residence. An improvement has taUeu 
p’ace in the last patient admitted, but as yet he is not fit for discharge; 
nor is there anyone who would be benefited by change. All were in 
good liealih : only one patient was found in bed, suffering from a cold. 
Since the last visit neither restraint nor seclusion has been resorted to. 

The house Wfis found in its usual good order. All the rooms are 
comfortably and well furnished, and the surroundings are befitting the 
social standing of the patients. 

Associated entertainments are given from time to time. Three 
gentlemen are allowed out on parole, and a number drive out every 
week. The supply of amusing books and papers appeai-s sufficient. 

A clei'gymau attends once a month ; pmyers are read in the 
Institution every Sunday ; and one gentleman is able to attend the 
Parish church. 

'Tlie strength of the staff continues unchanged. One of the attendants 
acts as a night attendant. He is responsible for the safety of the 
patients, and is ready to give the alarm in case of fire. 

No ultenxtion lias as yet been made in the water supply, but a large 
tank is provided on the grounds, which, with the assistance of a fir^ 
engine, would be sufficient to cope with a fire on its first outbreak. 

The Case-book, as usual, does credit to Dr. Henry Eustace. 


17th December, 1898. 
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HARTFIELD HOUSE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 


There are a b present 19 gentlemen under certificates in this licensed 
house. Since rt rvas last reported on, 2 gentlemen have been LnXd 
recovered ; and 2 have died. The deaths were 
certifaed as due to uraimia, and cardiac dropsy, respectively. 

i admitted appear suitable for asylum care. One 

C wUl be tirSf A improved, and it is to be hoped that 

he 1 ill be fit for discharge in due time. One gentleman is at present 

for cCgTof ° previously ol leave 

‘■‘l’P®=’rance of the gentlemen is somewhat improved; 
their clothing is cleaner, and better looked after. ^ ’ 

nleted alterations in this establishment are now almost com- 

mnnectin'^ “'"I '™ erected on the first floor, and a i 

onneetion made .around the building. This water closet provides very 

so tb^riT"’” 7'’ ••'^ditional bath lias been erected 

so that there is only one for the use of the patients. The sunply of i 

V i''® °"’i».>; to the elevation 

ad.HHonT • “*‘.7 “Jhin does not give a constant supply, and 

dl timeT " ^'® *® contingencies at 

are^comnteterTt,“‘' *n “,‘® ''■7''®“"',’’- '‘iningrooms, and billiard room I 

wTud^fpi^t in. ™ ' "®"' 

One of the bedrooms up.stairs had a close smell, and would require 

®«'®‘- -- would reguir: 

Ten gentlemen go for drives, and G go for country walks twice a week K 

-dZtatTe'r^r'' ‘'‘® ■: 

selves either rv woJ7 employ them: v 

are able to attLd Mas”® “ *’'® D 

There are at present 5 attendants in charge of the jmtients. St 

mmmmm 

wmmmm 

bv'^ltwt^hTn™Fmr^r‘^7Q’’‘’r'®f Phcosais-hl 

thos^„ • England and Scotland ; but, under the Lunacy Acts of 
reception regulations are made with reference" to their 

oS r;,ievZ f be extended to this country, in 

permitted tr^ntinur' ‘® ’’® 


Condiiioa. 


Kxercise and 
ainusemeots. 

Employment. 
Divine Service 


Voluntary 

boarders 
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Haktfield Sucli regulations should require — (1) tlie sanction of the Lunacj 
Inspectors before the reception of a voluntary boarder, on application 
made by the intended boarder in his own handwriting ; (2) that the 
total number of boarders and patients in a licensed house should at no 
time exceed the number of patients for which the house is licensed ; 
(3) that a separate entry of the admission and discharge of each boarder 
should be made, in a book kept for that purpose, by the Manager of 
such licensed house ; (4) that every boarder should he produced at the 
time of inspection ; (5) that a boarder should be allowed to leave on 
giving 24 hours’ notice and (0) that no person should be received or 
detained as a voluntary boarder who has not a clear understanding of 
his position, or in whose case a certificate of insanity could be given. 

12th July, 1898, 


HAFTriBi.D. HARTFIELD HOUSE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

House. 


Inspected on 
28th Dec., 
1898. 

Kumbera, 


No restraint 
or seclusion; 
Condition of 
bouse. 


Water supply. 


Pathing 

arrangements. 

Exercise. 

Amusements. 

Divine Scivice. 

Staff. 

Books. 


When this licensed hou.se was last visited 19 gentlemen were resident, 
Since then 7 have been admitted and 3 were discharged, leaving at the 
present time the names of 23 on the books. Ho voluntary boarder has 
been admitted, and all the patients at present in the house are under 
certificates. There lias been no death, no serious accident, misadventure, 
or outbreak of epidemic disease. At the present time no patient is con- 
fined to bed. Neither mechanical restraint nor seclusion has been 
employed since last visit. The rooms and corridors were found neat and 
clean. The bedding is well looked after, and the bedrooms are heated 
by hot water pipes. 

Some i)ainting and papering has been carried out, and some new fur- 
nitui’e has been supplied. Three separate bedrooms have been thrown 
into one, so as to form an additional dormitory, an alteration which is 
said to have liad a beneficial effect on the habits of one of the patients 
sleeping in this room. 

The water supply is said to be improved, but it is doubtful whether 
the pressure would be sufficient to command the roof in case of fire 
without a fire engine. There are several cisterns at different parts of the 
house, and a pond is also situated near the building. Buckets and hose 
are kept ready to extinguish an outbreak of fire. 

A new bath has been put up in the bathroom to take the place of the 
old one. I do not think, however, that one bath is sufficient for the 
requirements of 20 patients. 

Walks in the country are enjoyed by 6 patients, aiid drives are given 
twice a week. Indoors billiards, music, books, and papers afford 
amusement on wet days. 

The Chaplain’s book shows that 17 patients attend Mass celebrated in 
the house. 

The staff consists of five attendants, one of whom does duty as a niglit^ 
attendant. 

J he various statutory books am kept written up. 


28th December, 1898. 
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HIGHFIELD PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

On to-(Iaj I visited this licensed house and saw tlie patients of whom 
dots nT • /’‘‘f theajstablishmemt. Tliis number 

visTt T.;?, h " ''"'T'*"? since the las; 

Since the la-st visit four ladies have been admitted under certihcates • 
one had been discharged cured, but the other three, whom I saw an' 
peared suitable cases for asylum care, and at least in one case there 
appeared hopes of ultimate recovery. Two patients have been discharged 
war.r -f-redto whohad recovered, and anotlmrtdy w^m 

broncMtS;'* ' ' ° ^"”‘*‘'8 ““uy years— died of 

'"““'S to speak tome 

One 01 two were suflering from recurrent excitement, but the others 
were very quiet and well-behaved. ™ 

Only one lady was in bed, siiiferiug from the effects of an epileptic fit 

Th,w"o7+f Ti ' '‘“’f have been resorted to since the last visit 

-lluee of the ladies are able to attend Divine Service at the nei^h- 
bouring parish church. The Catholic ladies are visited at times W a 
E ’wlw.“' “'“™‘’8d on them for years, and takes an iutercs/ in 

cerTstZe..ux'"T”‘' ‘"n con- 

A i7w tm- ^ 8^81'Cise is provided every second day. 

cientw + bas been set apart for ladies who are not suffi- 

S bo cl ‘b8 public drawingroom, and not so excited as 

be classed with the more troublesome patients. 

conditiln oTgEordS -ttiugrooms-wore in their usual 

usu^^tfcUit^oTt^sre," the case book, as 

22nd March, 1898. 


HiQIIFIBLD. 

Inspected on 
22nd March, 
1898. 

Numbers. 


Death. 

Condition. 


No restraint or 
seclusion. 
Religious 
ministration. 

Amusement 
and exercise. 

Condition of 
house. 


Books. 


HIGUEIELD PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

This house was last visited on the 22iid March, 1898. The number 

Uve been'dis*r'''''7 ^ ’'8eu admitted; 2 

names7f I.; 1 7'°'''^’ recovered; aud 1 has died, leaving the 

names of 16 ladies on the books of the establislimeiit. There is one 

th "onr! +r ™ >8ave. The cause of 

r * was^ reported to be py.a.mia, clirouic mania, and herpes. 

I spoke to all the patieuts who would speak to me. The new adiiiis- 
sions all appear suitable subjects for asylum care. 

0 one was confined to bed, and the majority of the patients, wlien I 
arrived, were out walking in the grounds. No restraint or seclusion 
has been recorded since last visit. 

The general arrangements for the care aud treatment of the patients 
remain as described in previous reports. The rooms— both bedrooms 
and sittmg-rooms-are in their usual good order. Some painting and 
papeimg has been done botli inside and outside the house. 

I signed the various books, which, with tlie e.xception of the Medical 
Journal are carefully kept. The Case-book, as usual, gives a most accu- 
late history of the various cases under care. 

28th September, 1898. 


Hiohfibld 

Inspected on 
28th Sept., 
1898. 

Nmnbera. 


No restraint 
or seclusion. 
Condiiion i.f 
bouse. 


Books. 
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Linhvillk. 

Inspected on 
25th March, 
1898. 

Numbers. 
Proposed 
extension of 
iicence. 


Additions and 
improvements. 


Statistics. 


Deaths. 


Health and 

conduct. 

Restraint. 

Clothing. 


Religious 

ministration. 


LINDVILLE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Tliere are on tlie books of tliis establishment the names of 9 gentle- 
men and 14 ladies, who are under care at the present time. 

Dr. Osborne proposes to apply to the miigistrates at Quarter Sessions, 
under the 5th tfc 6tli Vic., cap. (Sections IV. to VIII.) for an exten- 
sion of his licence, so as to empower him to receive 30 patients of each 
sex ; and I would recommetid the magistrates to favourably consider 
this application on the following grounds : — 

(1.) Additional provision for the insane of the private class is 
required in tlie neighbourhood. 

(2.) When the additions and alterations at present being carried 
out are completed the house will afford sufficient accommodation 
for the additional number of patients for whom the application is 
made. 

(3.) From Dr, Osborne’s past experience and training, and from 
what he has already done in improving the establishment, there is 
every reason lo believe that suitable provision will be made for the 
treatment of the insane un<ler his charge. 

The additions are rapidly progressing, and corapri.se a dining-room, 
recreation-room, sitting-rooms, smoke-room, bath, and lavatories, besides 
some additional bedrooms. It is proposed to light the building by elec- 
tricity, and the improvement of the grounds has been commenced. 
Much has been done to improve the establishment by making the 
windows to open ; by painting and papering the rooms ; and jiroviding 
new furniture. 

At present, of course, a great deal of confusion is caused by the 
various alterations in progress, and by the presence of so many strange 
workmen, so that every allowance must be made for any want of 
tidiness. 

Since the last visit 5 patients have been admitted ; 2 have been dis- 
charged ; and 3 have died. Of the 5 admissions, 2 died, and 1 has been 
discharged ; the 2 remaining are suitable cases for asylum care. 

The causes of the three deaths were : — 

(1.) Brain disease and exhaustion. 

(2.) Puerperal fever. 

(3.) Gangrene. 

The general lieiilth at present is very goo<l ; no one was confined to 
bed. All were quiet and well-behaved, and restraint has only once been 
resorted to in tlio treatment of one of the late admissions — the instru- 
ment used being a jacket with long sleeves. 

Some of the ladies and gentlemen might have been better dressed, 
ibis is not the fault of the establishment, but of the relatives, who 
undertake to supply clothing, and think that any old garments are good 
enough for an asylum — forgetting that attention to personal appearance 
is a strong factor in the treatment of the insane. 

One of the gentlemen, who is of unclean liabits, would require greater 
attention on the part of the attendants. 

The religious wants of the patients are carefully attended to. A 
chaplain of each denomination attends once a week j 8 ladies and 5 
gentlemen were present last Sunday at the Protestant Service, whilst 
3 ladies and 3 gentlemen attended Mass. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Apr. P.] 


and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 


231 

Carriage exercise is now provided for ladies and gentlemen on alter- LmnyinLa 
nate days, but I trust that, after a little, any of the gentlemen who are — 

" -7^1 y walks, as such exercise would be nnicli more Exercise, 

suitable for them. 

Occasional dances and associated entertainments have been provided. Amusements, 
but at present, of course, it is impossible to arrange for any systematic 
amusements or occupation. 

The staff now consists of 4 men and 6 women. A night nurse has staff 
lately been appointed, who goes round both sides of the establishment. 

Ihe books and registers are kept up to date, and the Oase-book gives B„„ks 
full information about the recent cases, but it will be necessary to write 
Up the histories of the old patients. 


25th March, 1898. 


LINDVILLE PEIYATE ASYLUM. LmnviLLK. 


I Visited this licensed house on the 23rcl instant, and saw all the 23rd Dec., 
patients resident. I also examined all the statutory records. The 
changes which have taken place since last visit have been the admission ^ 7 — 

0 SIX ladies on certificates and one as a voluntary patient, and the 
admission of six gentlemen on certificates and one as a voluntary 
boarder. Two ladies have been discharged— one to the District A.syluiii 
and the other to a private home ; and one died from .syncope following 
pneumonia. Five gentlemen have been discharged — two to the District 
Asylum, and three recovered. The insanity in two of tlie latter cases 
was attributed to the abuse of alcohol. Two geullemen died — one as 
the result of senile decay, and the other fi-om general paralysis of the 
insane. r v 

The number resident at the time of inspection was 27, viz. 1 7 ladies 

and 8 gentlemen, in addition to the two voluntary boarders already 
referred to. ^ 


The licence for the house, which I duly endorsed, has been extended 
since last visit so that the proprietors are now empowered to receive 30 
patients of each sex. 

I had private interviews with both of tlie voluntary jiatients, and ex- 
1 .lamed to them their exact position. The gentleman expressed himself 
as being satisfied and the lady also, while expre-ssing her gratitude for 
the kindness with which she had been treated, said'she had decided to 
return to her friends in England in the course of a few weeks. 

The only other cases which call for any special remark are those of a 
gentleman (Mr. II.) who seems to me to need very caiel'ul supervision 
although he gives promise of recovery, and of a lady (Miss M.) concern- 
ing whom I read all the notes in the Case-book, from which it would 
appear that while she is at times quite rational, she siifl'ers from 
paroxysmal attacks. 

I have great pleasure in noting the various alterations and improve- 
ments which have been effected in this house, and which raise it to the 
standard of accommodation found in high class asylums in England and 
elsewhere. A new diningroom has been built at the rere of the house 
where both sexes take their meals together, and in which dances and 


Extension of 
licence. 


Voluntary 

patients. 


Improvements 
and extension 
of accommoda- 
tion. 
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Lindvillb. 


Itnprovetl 

□ursicg. 


Ligbti.ig and 
heating. 


Books. 

No restraint or 
seclusion. 
Divine Service. 


House of 
St. John 
OF God. 

Inspected on 
2nd and 
3rd March, 
1898. 

Alterations, 
additions, and 
improvemenls. 


Overcrowding, 


concerts are held. New sittingrooms, lavatories, batlirooms, itc., for 
both sexes have also been erected, and a smoking-room for the gentle- 
men. A dormitory has been provided on each side of the house for 
jiatients 'svho can only pay a small rate for board. Rooms in Dr. 
Osburne’s private house have also been set apart for patients who do 
not wish to be m association with others, and who can afford to pay a 
Ijiglier charge. 

The nursing has been markedly improved. A night nurse visits 
e very patient hourly ; the female attendants wear a bright uniform; 
while a lady who has had experience in mental nursing has been jdaced 
at the head of the male side ; an arrangement which so far has worked 
most satisfactorily. 

The house is now lighted throughout by electricity, and heated with 
hot water on tlm low pressure system, V)oth of which reduce'considerably 
the risk of tire. 

The establishment has also been refurnished, and newly decorated ; the 
grounds have been improved ; and tennis and croquet lawns have been 
laid out. 

These several imyn-ovem -nts seem to be much appreciated b}-- the 
patients, who, except in a few cases in whicli they complained of unjust 
detention, appeared to be satisfied with their surroundings. 

The books are carefully kept. Thei*e lias been no restraint or 
seclusion since last visit. The chaplains visit weekly, and hold Divine 
Service in the diningroom on alternate Sundays. 

31st December, 1898. 


HOUSE OE ST. JOHN OF GOD PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

On my visit to tins licensed house I found that the extensive 
alterations, additions, and improvements are still being carried out. 
Those at present in progress comprise the conversion of a number of 
rooms into a commodious diningroom, and the erection of a kitchen 
and scullery. All these rooms are situated in one vving, so that, in 
future, cooking and eating will be confined to this part of the building. 
As the whole of one wing will be given up for this purpose, the main 
building will be lelt free for the dailv occupation of the inmates. 
Much additional room will thus be provided, so tiiat the overcrowding 
of the day-rooms — necessitating the association of patients suffering 
from different forms of insanity in the same rooms — will be done away 
with ; the imbeciles will no longer sj>end their days with the acute but 
curable cases — a companionship most prejudicial to both ; the quiet and 
well conducted will be separated from the troublesome, mischievous, 
and talkative inmates. Furthermore, the helpless and paralysed will 
be located on the ground floor, so as to enable them to enjoy the fresh 
air when it is fine. 

At the far end of the main corridor a new suite of rooms has been 
built, providing separate accommodation for higher class patients ; and 
these rooms are now almost ready for use; indeed all the building work 
has been completed, and only the internal fittiiig.s have to be finished. 
It would, therefore, be captious for me to dwell on the overcrowding 
which at present exists in the day-rooms — especially in that occupied 
by the acute and imbecile classes. Here the air is decidedly tainted, 
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owing to the number of patients of offensive habits crowded together, House ok 
and the want of proper ventilation. Similarly, in one or two of the 
single bedrooms a very offensive odour was only too apparent. Sucli 
rooms should be left vacant at times, so as to undergo a thorough 
disinfection. When the works in progress are completed, steps should Ventilation, 
be taken to improve the ventilation throughout the building. 

The bedding in most parts of the institution is of good quality. In Beds, 
one dormitory, however, occupied by patients of degraded habits, the 
bed-clobhes are not sufficiently heavy for this season of the year, though 
it is only right to state that all these rooms are heated by hot water. 

I must repeat the remarks made in last report that all beds — especially Heating, 
those where a waterproof sheet is used — should be furnished with an 
under blanket. It is certainly objectionable that the paralysed and 
helpless lunatic should be left lying on a waterproof sheet, with only a 
sheet over it. Furthermore, enamelled iron vessels are most insanitary Sanitary 
for asylum use, as the enamel wears off, leaving the iron exposed, which arrangement!, 
gives off a most offensive odour. 

I saw some of the tables laid for dinner, and was satisfied with the Service of 
appointments. dinner. 

A fair supply of books and papers appears to be provided in the day- 
rooms. 

As remarked in previous reports, it is impossible to speak favourably Clothing, 
of the dress of the inmates, but this is not the fault of the institution. 

So long as the clothing is provided by the patients’ relatives so long 
will it be shabby. If the patients, most of whom are received at low 
rates of board, were found in clothing by the institution at the cost of 
the relatives, a much more satisfactory state of the clothing would 
result. 

In the imbecile ward more frequent changes of linen, and a bath Imbecile ward, 
daily, instead of twice a week, would be desirable. 

At the date of last inspection there were 85 patients and 3 voluntary Statistics, 
boarilers resident. Since that time 3 certified patients and 3 voluntary 
boarders have been admitted ; 6 gentlemen who were under certificate 
have been discharged, of whom 4 had recovered ; and 4 have died, so 
that there are now 78 patients under certificate, and G voluntary 
boarders. 

As regards the 3 new admissions 2 appear to be convalescent, of whom 
1 is about to be removed, and the third is a hopeless paralytic. 

Of the deaths, 1 was due to jesthenia ; 1 was due to general Deaths, 
paralysis ; 1 was due to pulmonary consumption ; and I to old age. 

At the time of my visit two patients were confined to bed — one in Health, 
the last stage of general paraly.^is, with bed-sores, and one suffering 
from weak heart. 

Since tlie last \isit, neither restraint nor seclusion has been resorted Ko restraint 
to, and the general conduct of the patients during the time of inspection or seclusion, 
-•-was fairly good. 

Seventy-three patients are said to walk daily in the grounds outside Exercise, 
the airing courts ; and 40 take extended exercise in the ojjen country 
once a week. Every effort sliouhl be made, esj)ecially at this time, 
when the day-rooms are so much overcrowded, to provide a gieatir 
amount of e.xercise in the open air. During my visit to the wards a 
largo number of the gentlemen were indoors. This, of course, was 
necessary for inspection ; but the rule should be that at 1 1 o’clock, at 
the latest, every patient should be sent out to walk — not to sit or 
lounge about the airing courts. It is not sufficient to allow those out 
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Housk op 
St. John of 
God. 

Employment. 


Religious 

ministration. 

Staff. 

Books. 


pp. F. 

who are active, and anxious to take exercise ; but all those who are 
able to go, as It must be remembered that many of the old demented 
patients would much prefer to crouch over the fire all day. 

■ patients are said to employ themselves in various ways 

inside the in.ititution. The number thus employed must always bear a 
very small proportion to the number under treatment, as the class from 
which they are taken were never accustomed to any manual labour. 

About 70 patients attend Mass on Sundays, and their religious wants 
are carefully attended to. 

The staff now consists of 6 paid attendants and 21 Brethren of the 
Order of St. John. 

The various books and registers are carefully kept. The notes on the 
various cases under treatment reflect credit on Dr. O’Connell, the 
Medical Officer in charge. ' 


3rd March, 1898. 


Housr of 
St. John 
OP God. 

Inspected on 
17tli Oct, 
1898. 

Statistics. 

Recent 

admissioDfl. 


Health. 


Restraint and 
seclusion. 


Progress of 
addition.^ and 
nlleralions. 


HOUSE OF ST. JOHN OP GOD PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

This licensed house was la.st visited on the ,3rd Maich last. At 
that time 78 gentlemen wei e re.sident ; and since then 21 have been 
admitted ; 15 have been discluirgod (of whom 8 liad recovered) and 7 
have ,hed, leaving at the present date 77 patients under certificate of 
wliom one is absent on trial. In addition to tbe certified inmates, 
there are 7 voluntary boarders. As regards the admissions, all appeare.l 
to be suitable oases for asylum ti-eatment. Some were, at tbe time of 
iny visit in a very excited condition, and none as yet show evidence 
ot mental improvement. The causes of death were in all cases 
natural : i resulted from general paralysis of the insane : 2 from chest 
affections ; and one from general decay. There has been no serious 
accident, nor any outbreak of epidemic disease. Tlie general health is 
at pre.sent wonderfully good ; only one patient was found in bed at the 
time 01 my visit. 

The register of restraint and seclusion contains five entries of 
restraint in the treatment of one patient— the instrument used being 
a strait waistcoat ; and three entries of seclusion is one case, and one 
in anotlier. ’ 

The various structural alterations described in the last report are 
now rapidly progressing towards completion. The kitchen is now 
couipieted, and this department is admirably fitted up for the purpose 

vbicli It IS lutouded. The wing in wliicli it is situated is entirely 
^ veu up to the preparation and service of tho food. Opposite the 
excenttaof ^ 'S'-ooms, and here all the patients dine, witli the 

an^Sr ^ ^ 1‘dpless, wiio are unable to leave their ward, 

one,,; ! still dine in the central building. The 

r^ms ‘■“'d I'itehen has left free a number of 

int”l,v . thile will be converted 

some of a very great improvement, as at present 

esmTinllu"i hy patients during the d.ay are overcrowded ; 

sSue ril fo' the "lore trouble- 

some and degraded classes. 
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As yet the new rooms are not in occupation, but they will provide St Johk or 
excellent accommodation, and are suitably furnished. God. 

Since the last visit, in consequence of the loss of the entertainment Eecreltbn 
room, which foi-med part of the block now utilised as the refectory depart- hall, 
meiit, It has been determined to erect a temporary building to contain 
a theatre and billiard room, with the necessary sanitary arrangements, 
this building— composed of iron and wood— is now being rapidly erected 
and will form a very useful addition to the resources of the establish- 
ment, by affording the. means of ministering to the amusement of the 
patients. Such a building is especially useful in this asylum, as the 
greatest difficulty is found in getting the insane of the class to which 
the majority of the patients belong to employ thenuselves in any way 
as they have never been accustomed to work, and look on nianuai 
labour as degrading. 

Owing to the loss of the old theatre, the customary entertainments Amaaementa. 
during the past summer have had to be discontinued, hut, when the 
new building is completed, it is to be hoped that the usual social reunions 
■Will be again instituted. 

The supply, in most of the wards, of light literature— such as cheap 
novels and penny papers— would appear satisfactory j hut, when the 
new day-rooms are opened, it is to be hoped that the rooms for the 
more troublesome patients will obtain a larger share. Literature of 
this sort IS now so cheap that its destruction is not of much importance. 

Jlxtended exercise in the ojien country is enjoyed hy a certain E-vercisc. 
number of the patients who can be trusted beyond "the asylum grounds. 

It IS unnecessary to state that, in an establishment such as this the R»irm„ 
religious requirements of the insane continue to ho liberally attended minbtration. 

’ll* patients are said to attend Mass on Sundays. 

The brethren belonging to the comiiuiiiity now number 18. The Staff, 
number of paid attendants, who, under the superintendence of the 
brothers, take charge of the patients, is now 8. 

The books and registers, including the Case book, are carefully kept up. Books. 

17th October, 1898. 


ST. PATRICK’S HOSPITAL. 

again to-day, I inspected this hospitjil, Pathick's 
and saw all the patients in residence. ^ P > uohvuxu . 

The last report was written on the 21st December, 1897. The 
1 7 r 106 (40 males and 06 females). Since then Nov. and 

17 patients (7 males and 10 females) have been admitted ; 7 were dis- 
charged, of whom 1 male and 3 females had recovered ; and 7 males w 1''®“’ 
liavedied— leaving atthisdate the name.s of 109(36 males and 73 females) 
on the books of the institution. One Isdy is at present absent oi. 
probation. The deaths occurred entirely on the male sideand were all d 
from natural causes_2 were from brain wasting; 2 from general 

ofth«^n^t°K*“ 1 <■‘■0™ upoplixy ; 1 from malignant disease 

of the intestines ; and 1 from senile decay. Ac present there is only one 
epileptic under care. Two males and 1 female suffer from general 
paralysis of the insane ; 4 ladies are returned as actively suicidal. 

P^e^ois reports, the amount of charitable work Uselulnes, of 
none by this institution is very great, and is perhaps not as fully 
appreciated as it ought to be. At the present time 28 patients are 
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maintained and cared for free of charge ; 38 pay small sums varying from 
i-J to £49 per annum ; whilst 42 pay from £50 to £100 per annum. 

The patients were, as a general rule, neat and tidy in their persons, but 
there are unfortunately in this institution a very large number of very 
troublesome patients — unti y and dirty, and of especially mischievous 
nabits— -wliom it is very uiffieult to keep in a presentable condition. 

ibe records of restraint and seclusion — which I am glad to say are 
now carefully kept — sliow that 3 ladies are almost constantly under 
restraint during the night, on account of their suicidal tendencies, 
and that one lady wears a jacket during the day on account of her 
destructive and dirty habits. So much restraint is not now customary 
in modern institutions for the insane. Perhaps Dr. Molony might be 
al)Ie to do away with the use of mechanical restraint, in the case of suicidal 
patients, by collecting them inonedormitoryand placing a nurse incharae. 
One gentleman is secluded in his room during periods of excitement 
and violence. 

j general health has been excellent ; only one patient was confined 
to bed at the time of niy visit. 

From 14 to 18 patients attend Divine Service in the institution, 
and 4 ladies are generally able to go to the neighbouring churcli. At 
present theie are 14 Catholic patients who are visited by their clergy- 
men at odd intervals, but no special provision is made, or remuneration 
j)aid for ministering to their religious wants. 

Much lias been done during the past year to improve the w-ards and 
corridors, aud several more rooms have been plastered and re-fioored 
m pitch j)ine. Many more rooms, T am sorry to say, still urgently 
require to be treated in the same way, as it is impossible to keep” them 
(when used for patients of unclean habits) in a proper sanitary con- 
dition, unless both the floors aud walls are rendered as smooth as 
possible. Perhaps I might suggest tliat some of the floors in the upper 
rooms might be covered with cork carpeting. This would he 1,he 
speediest way of rendering these rooms impervious to w'et, aud suitable 
for old and decrepit patients. 

Some of tlie ladi(!s’ corridors are greatly improved ; a new piano has 
been provided in their drawingroom, and a new carpet has been put 
down in one of the corridors. 

I was present at some of the dinners, which were served with clue 
observance of the decencies of society. 

Ihe male wings, I regret to say, are still very gloomy; poorlv 
lurnislied and shabby. 1 think the attention of the Governors ought 
to be turned to tlie male wards, in order that tliev may consider how 
tJiey could be made somewhat brighter. 

3he amusement of the patients — consisting of entertainments of 
various sorts (musical aud magic lantern)— appears to be well attended 
? summer a weekly picnic was given at the new estate 

at bt. hidmundsbury, at which about 24 patients were able to he present. 

1 understand that the Governors of St. Patrick’s Ho.sj)itaI liave 
uc(|uire^d an old mansion at Lucan, about 7 miles from the city- sur- 
roun e Jy a considerable tract of land — to be used as an annexe or 
sanatr>rinm in connection with the institution. Of the advantages of 
this acquisition there can be no second opinion— as by thus providing 
e means of obtaining fresh air, healthy surroundings, aud outdoor 
exercise, this old and famous hospital will' be able to extend its utility, 
and to take its place amongst modern institutions for the insane. 

6th December, 1898. 
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ST. VINCENT’S INSTITUTION FOR THE INSANE. St. V.NcExrt. 

Inspected on 

Ihere are at present on the boohs of this establishment the names 1898 . ' 

of lOG ladies, and during the past year the following changes have 

taken place 24 were admitted j 21 were discharged, of whom u ^"umbera. 
had recovered; and 4 have died. The deaths were all from natural Deaths, 
causes, and were registered as due to influenza, with pulmonary con- 
gestion, cardiac syncope, weak heart, and pneumonia respectively. 

Some of the cases lately admitted already show some signs of improve- Mental 
ment, but none appear at present fit for discharge. One patient is said 
to be actively suicidal, and one suffers from epilepsy. 

The records of restraint and seclusion show that 4 patients were Restrnint. 
restrained by the strait jacket for a total period of 12 hours, and 1 by 
gloves for 4 hours, and that seclusion has not been resorted to. No seclusion. 

The patients were very quiet and well-behaved, and were fairly well Condition and 
dressed. No comjdaint of any sort was made to me. About 62 of the 
ladies employ themselves in various ways ; 40 are able to go out walking, Employment 
and drives are taken every week; 70 are able to attend tlie celebration Exeniie. 
of Mass in the Chapel attached to the institution. Amusements, such ' ’‘vine Service, 
as magic lantern entertainments, theatrical performances, and picnics, 
are said to be liberally provided. Secular books and papers are, it is 
said, also liberally supplied. Perhaps if an open book-case, with a 
supply of books, were provided iji each room the patienls would take 
a greater interest in them. 

No change has taken place in the strength of the staff*, which consists guff 
of 17 Sisters, assisted by 28 attendants, of whom 2 do duty as night 
attendants. 

Next spring it is proposed to carry out further building works at this Proposed 
establishment. These works will provide day -room accommodation for additior al 
the more troublesome patients, who have at present to pass their days accommoda- 
in the corridors. It is to be hoped that the recommendation, contained 
in past reports, with reference to the heating of the in.stitiition, will ijp.Hno- 
not be forgotten, and I trust further that when these buildings are com- 
pleted the (Committee will take into consideration the advisability of •, 
appointing a resident medical officer. Haring regard to the numbers M^dicTl 
under care, some of wliom are acutely insane, and require constant Officer 
supervision, the fidvantage of having medical advice constantly at hand f®'l“hed. 
must be admitted. Under the English Lunacy Act all lunatic liospitals 
must now have a medical practitioner resident therein, as the superin- 
tendent and medical officer thereof. 

The institution was found in its msual good order. The beds and Comlition of 
bedding are of good quality, and well looked after ; the various rooms Institution, 
and corridors were clean and well kept. 

The books and registers examined by me are carefully written up. Booki. 


23rd December, 1898. 
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IVJ P-istyear Dr. Pirn, who for so many years held office as 

Medical Snpermtendeut, died at his post, and has been succeeded by 

previously acted as Assistant Medical Officer 
01 the Bristol Borough Asylum. 

Much has been done as regards the improvement of the accommoda- 
,, tion. Some new room.s have been fitted up as bedrooms and sitting- 
rooms and tastefully furnished and decorated ; and a good deal of 
decoration and painting has also been carried out in other parl,s of i.he 
house. The bedding is excellent; for the most part new; nearly all 
the bedsteads are now fitted with wire bottoms; and it is proposed to 
continue this, so as to do away with the remaining palliasses. The 
improvement of the laundry has also been detei mined on, so as to carry 
on the washing witli greater expedition and economy. I tru.st when 
this «mrk is being carried out the heating of the wards will not be 
forgotten as, although hot water pipes run through all the rooms and 
corridors, they cannot be used owing to the want of sufficient boiler power 
ft present the institution contains 30 males and 42 females These 
include 2 voluntary boarders (a lady and a gentlemani Wince the 
last report was written 29 patients have been admitted ; 4 have been 
discharged recovered ; 5 have been removed ; and 6 have died 

borne of the patients lately admitted are said to have improved, but 
at present none are fit for discliarge. ^ 

si, ml ^ f m boarders, one is, in my opinion, insane, and 

.should be certified for, if she is to continue an inmate of the establishment 
As regards the causes of death, 2 are certified as due to apoplexy ■ 

1 to intestinal obstruction ; 1 to senile decay; 1 to cystitis; and 1 to’ 
oedema of the lungs. Amongst those who died is one of the Government 
patients, who are now reduced to 2— a man and a woman. 

ihere IS no record of either restraint or seclusion having been 
resorted to during the jiast year. ® 

The apiiearance of both ladies and gentlemen was very satisfactory. 
They were fairly well dressed, and tidy in their dress and in their ner- 
,, attention is given to the patients of untidy habits. 

VValks outside the grounds are now taken once a week, in which 25 
gentlemen are able lo join, whilst 9 ladies and 1 2 gentlemen go for 
drives twice a week. 6 

Entertamment.s, such as magic lantern exhibitions, and Punch and 
Judy shows are given at intervals. There seemed to be a fair supply of 
amusing books aud papers in the wards. ^ 

The stall at present consists of a head attendant and 3 others on the 
male side ; and a head nurse and 10 mir.sea on the female side. This 

™ side during die past year, hut on tlie 

male side the number of attendants is not sufficient. 

to hrl ° “•I'PoiDted. but Dr.' Bainaford promises 

to bring the quesuon under tlie consideration of the Committee on the 

nattm ‘for T'*'’' “''8® b.iportance of this 

lattei, for the care and nursing of die insane during the night, and for 
the protection of tlie building against tire. ^ 

As regards religious ministration, 15 gentlemen and 21 ladies are 
returned as ai tending the Protestant bervice, while 2 gentlemen aud I 
lady are able to attend the neighbouring Catholic Church. 
liie books and registers are carefully kept. 


22ml December, 1898. 
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VERVILLE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

On mj visit to this licensed house I find the changes which have 
occurred amongst the patients since the last report was written to be 
3 follow .—There were then on the register the names of 28 ladies- 
12 have since been admitted, 11 have been discharged-of whom 6 had 

- dufto 

One lady lately admitted is now convalescent and will, I understand 

suitable cases for asylum care. Amongst them was one case of extreme 
weakness and emaciation from refusal of food. As in this case mental 
excitement was complicated with great bodily weakness, enforced feL- 
mg was considered dangerous, but it is to be hoped that the lady will 

::: s — 

The other ladies appeared in good general health, and are able 
during the fine weather, to take a good deal of exercise in the open air’ 
Ihis IS a matter of great importance at present, as the sittingrooms are 
not only overcrowded, but in them the meals have to be served 

Ihe new buildings— providing day-rooms and dormitories— have now 
progiessed so far that the walls are built nearly up to the eaves. It is to 
Wo^r^f ^ m before winter. The sanitary 

It wdlbe^‘r“^fl‘'‘ '’u ^ avatory, has not yet been commenced^ 
It will be advisable when carrying out the work to have the drainage 
of ae institution examined and certified by a specialist on the subiec't 
Eighteen ladies are returned as attending Mass in one of the rooms 
ot the house on Sundays and holidays. 

Ten ladies go for drives every week. Already two picnics have been 
given, and it is proposed to have a number of excursions to the seaside 
during the summer The number of papers of an amusing character 
provided every week would seem sufficient. 

I saw one of the tables laid for dinner. I was informed that break- 
fast m served at nine o clock, dinner between one and two o’clock and 
ea at six o clock. Some of the ladies get something after this, but I 
thmk a supper should be provided for all, as the interval between tea and 
breakfast is too long. 

The staff consists of a lady superintendent, a matron, and .h nurses 
I saw the books and registers. The recoi-ds show that one patient 
was under restraint for six hours, and another for thirty mZte^the 
instrument used in each case being a strait waistco it. A separate case 
book should be kept for the chronic case who have been in theC.se sZe 
lime, and entries should be made regarding these cases every six months. 

12th July, 1898. 
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28th Dec., 

1 898. 


Numbers. 


VERVILLE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Since the last visit was paid to this licensed house 6 ladies have 
been admitted ; 2 discharged recovered ; 1 not recovered ; and 2 have 
27 certified patients under care 

Ihe newly-admitted cases appear suitable for a.syluiu treatment 
One ism a very delicate state of health, and another is .still very 
restless. She was found tied witli a sheet in a chair. Tl.is was Kestr.int, 
hut^-Fl'bf'* necessary for her protection, as she was not only fidgety, 

T c ' . . '“"bs. ’ind this restraint is used to prevent her falling. 

serZfo^ ■‘'^““^1 be made to substitute the 

services of a nurse for these mechanical appliances. 
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The records of restraint show that four patients have been so treated 
since my last visit for various periods on account of their violence and 
excitement. 

The two deaths are returned as due to cardiac failure and apoplexy, 
respectively. 

No one was found in bed, though some of the lathes are in feeble health. 

All the patients were at the time of my visit in the day-rooms. As 
mentioned in tlm last report, these rooms, until the new additions are 
fit for occupation, are much overcrowded; and every effort should, 
therefore, be made to get the ladies out whenever the weather is fine. 
Tl]e new building is, however, advancing towards completion. The living 
block, consisting of a dining-room, sitting-room, and bed-room is now 
roofed in and plastered, but the sanitary spur, containing water-closebs 
and bath-rooms, has only been commenced, and will take some time to 
complete. 

The sleeping rooms were found in good order: the bedding is of 
excellent quality, and very clean. 

The staff consists of .six nurses, but there is no nurse on duty during 
the night. Having regard to the number of patients in the establish- 
ment requiring constant attention, leaving out of consideration the 
question of the protection of the premises against fire, I think at least 
one nurse ought to be on night duty. 

No change has yet been made in the dietary, but it is stated that wlren 
the new dining-room is fit for occupation, a re vised scale will be introduced. 

Seventeen patients are able to attend Mass, which is celebrated in 
the institution. There is one Protestant patient, but she is said to 
refuse all religious ministration. 

A few patients were occupied at needlework. 

Books and papers were provided in the two rooms, but open book- 
case.s, supplied with cheap books, might be put up in these rooms. 

The books and registers required by law are kept written up. 

28th December, 1898. 


WOODBINE LODGE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

On my visit to this licensed house I find that there are still seven 
patients in residence, and that there has been no admission, discharge, 
or death since the date of the last report. 

The ladies at present under treatment are suffering from chronic 
insanity, with symptoms of a harmless and quiet type. All appeared 
happy and contented, and spoke favourably of their treatment. They 
wore tidy in their j)ersons ; decently dressed ; and appeared to be well 
looked after. 'Hie bed-rooms are well ke})t, clean, and tidy. 

The sanitary accommodation has been thorouglily examined by a 
distinguished sjiecialist, and a certificate of its efficiency given. The 
water supply is from two wells ; when the one at the house fails in the 
summer, the second in the garden affords a suthcient su])ply. 

There has been no restraint or seclusion. 

The ladies go out every day, one or two who are old or feeble stay 
about the grounds ; the others go for more extended exercise. Two are 
able to go to Church, and the parish clergyman visits about once a 
month. 

The books and registers are j)roperly kept. 

16th July, 1898. 
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WOODBINE LODGE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 


T\’’OODBIJfE 

Lodge. 


Inspected on 
30th Dee., 
1898. 


Since this licensed house was last visited one lady has been removed ; 
no new case has been admitted ; nor has anyone died. At present 6 

ladies are under care. In no case is there much hope of ultimate 

recovery, but the greater number are able to take much interest in their Numbera 
surroundings All were very quiet and well-behaved, and seemed Condition. 
wonderfuJly healthy, although two of the ladies have now reached old 
age. They appeared to be properly cared for, and were neat and tidy 
in their dress and persons. 

The sitting-room and bed-rooms are well kept and decently Comlition of 
furnished. house. 


The ladies are said to take exercise twice a day when it is fine. As E.tercisc 
the house is situated in the country, there is every facility for providing 
extended walking exercise through the fields, and every opi'ortunity 
should be taken of this, as, in so small an establishment, so far from the 
city, it is almost the only recreation which the ladies can enjoy. 

Indoors a piano is provided, and books and papers were on the table. Amusements. 

ihe Visiting Physician had paid his official visit just before iny Religious 
arrival, and the clergyman attends from time to time. miaiatratioo. 


30th December, 1898. 


CORK WORKHO 0 SE. Cuuk: 

WoKKUOl'StS. 

^ On visiting the lunatic wards of this workhouse, I find the numbers Iaap 3 cted on 

In the male department still increasing, whilst in the female wards the March, 

numbers have decreased. On the last visit, on 16th October, 1897, the 

numbers were 92 men and 164 women; now there are 98 men and 145 Numbers. 

women. is unfortunate tliat this increase in the numbers should 

take place amongst the males, as their accommodation is more limited 

and more unsatisfactory than that for the females. The male dormitory OvercrowJitig. 

is now so overcrowded, and the beds are placed so close togetlier, that 

there is no space left to move about ; and, in order to clean the room, 

some of the beds have to be moved into the yard during the day. This 

yard is occujjied by the inmates, as their only day-room is a miserable 

shed at one side of it, 


At the present time, with every exi)ectation of legislation dealing with 
the insane in workhouses, the Guardians could not be expected to make 
any permanent additions to the lunatic dc^jartments. All I would 
®'^§[g6st, as no relief can be anticipated for the next year at least, is that .p 
a temporary wooden building should be erected to accommodate about 
30 male patients. This should be placed not in the male yard, which is suggested.*^ 
already overcrowded, but on the plot of ground on the other side of the 
building. Such a building could be provided for a comparatively small 
sum, and might be disposed of, or turned to other purposes when no longer 
required for the habitation of these inmates. At the same time, every 
effort should be made to prevent further overcrowding in this ward, 

S 
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otherwise some serious epidemic may break out ; aud any recent cases 
should be brought under the-notice of the medical officers with a view 
to their transfer to the asylum if considered suitable. 

On the female side the day-room is at present greatly overcrowded. 
This is partly caused by the temporary loss of the work-room, where a 
number of the women usually sit and work, and which is at present 
being painted ; but the day-room space is at no time sufficient for the 
numbers which have to occupy it. The accommodation for the women 
is, however, much better than that for the men. The dormitories are 
well lighted and well ventilated ; the beds and bedding are clean and 
well looked after. Many of the old “ harrow ” bedsteads are still in use, 
but I understand these are by degrees being done away with. Commodes 
are used during the night, as chamber utensils are not supplied. 

The female lunatics are clean and tidy in their persons, and appear to 
be carefully looked after. 

The staff employed on the female side during the day consists of a 
nurse and assistant nurse ; at night there is also a paid nurse on duty. 
On the male side there is only one paid attendant, with seven pauper 
assistants, and a paid attendant takes charge during the night. Written 
reports of the duties performed by the attendants during the day and 
night are made to the Master. 


30^1 March, 1898. 


South 

Union 

tVOKKlIOUSE. 

Ius\)ei.ted on 
27lli July, 
181)8. 

Numbers. 

Accommoda- 

tion. 


Baths. 


Service of 
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SOUTH DUBLIN UNION WORKHOUSE. 


The inmates of the lunatic wards of this workhou.‘’e now number 229 
of whom 75 are men and 154 women. The number of women has very 
largely increased, and is now double that of the men. 

Ah dcsciibod in lost year’s report, the lunatic wards in this work- 
house consist of detached blocks of wooden buildings, situated on high 
ground at .some distance from the main institution. The walls and roofs 
of these buildings are constructed of wood covered with felt, and with 
corrugated iron on the outside. The sleeping rooms are heated with 
hot water pipes, and afford very comfortable accommodation. In con- 
nection with these buildings are stores, closets, and baths. 

On the female side, where the numbers have so largely increased, the 
suppl}’ of batlis is hardly sufficient. A general bath-room, with tliree 
or four baths, where a number of the inmates could be bathed together, 
and where the head nurse could superinteiid^the bathing, would be a 
most useful addition to the accommodation. A moveable bath, on 
wheels, for the washing of the bedridden cases, of whom there is so 
large a number, is much required, as it must be difficult to move these 
old people to the bath-room. Such a moveable bath is already in use on 
the male side. 

I saw the men at dinner. The meal seemed to be fully appreciated. 
No taV)lecloths are provided, and the food is served in tins, 'fhe use of 
tablecloths and delf plates would not make any appreciable difference in 
the expense, whilst such comforts have a decided effect in maintaining 
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decency and order, and in preventing tiie degraded habits into which Sunru 
these imbecile inmates are so apt to fall. 

The books kept in the lunatic wards reflect great credit on the heads workiioupi*!. 
of these departments. In accordance with a suggestion of last year, a — 
Daily Report Book is now kept, showing from day to day the changes 
amongst the inmates ] the numbers employed ; the attendance at Divine 
Service, tfec. From this it would appear that 12 men are employed at 
garden work ; 8 at house worlc ; one as a tailoi’ j and one as a ])aiutcr ; 
wliilst on the female side 5 women are engaged at needlework ; 9 in the 
laundry; and 7 at housework. 

Fifteen men and 57 women are confined to bed. These last numbers ComUtion, 
show that on the female side the inmates are for the most part old, 
doting, decrepit cases. There are, however, a number of young people 
on both sides, and every effort should be made to engage these at work, 
and to inculcate in them habits of cleanliness and order by parcicular 
attention to their tidiness and personal appearance. 

I saw a small child in the female ward, whose hands had to be tied to 
prevent him' from beating his head. Perhaps if gloves we)*e obtained for 
him he would no longer be able to hurt himself, and if he were allowed 
to run about in charge of one of the inmates he might give up his bad 
habits. 

About 60 men and 80 women attend Service in the Chapel attached Diviue Service, 
to these buildings. 

No change has taken place in the strength of the paid staff, which Staif. 
still consists of 2 attendants on the male side ; whilst on the female side 
there are two day nurses and one night nurse. A trained nurse superin- 
tends the care of the sick in both the male and female wards. 

The Guardians of the Dnion may certainly be congratulated on the 
efforts they have made to provide lor the wants of the imbecile inmates 
under their care. 


27th July, 1898. 


SLIGO WORICI-IOUSE. Sligo 

WoRKIIOUSC. 

The wards set apart for the accommodation of the lunatic and imbecile inspected on 
inmates of this workhouse contain at the present date 11 men and 12 gtli Oct., 
women. Of these, one of each sex sufl'ers from epilepsy ; 8 of the i SdS . 
women are said to be of unclean habits. Numbers. 

Tiie wards for both males and females are on the ground floor : and, j^ccommoda- 
therefore, as regards position, well suited for the accommodation of these 
helpless creatures, but the means of washing are very inadccpiate. In 
the case of the insane, the provision of suitable and suflicient lavatory, 
bath, and water-closet accommodation, in the immedate vicinity of the 
patients, is of special importance, so as to enable the attendants to pay 
due attention to the cleanliness of those under their charge. 

The imbecile inmates in both the male and female wards of this work- Attendauts. 
house are under the care of paid attendants. 


8th October, 1898 


S 2 
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Watekfoud WATERFORD WORKHOUSE. 

yi ORKH >US1S. 


luspected on 
ILth August, 
1898. 

N umber •«. 


The inmates of the lunatic wards of this workhouse now number 25 
men and 56 women. This shows a decrease amongst the males and a 
slight increase amongst the females since last inspection. Of these, 8 
men and 9 women are confined to bed ; 5 women are epileptic ; 7 men 
and 4 women are of unclean habits. 


Improved I am glad to be able to report that I found both sexes better looked 

condition. after. The men appeared to be nursed with much greater care. The 

bedridden cases receive more attention ; their linen was clean, and 
their bedding had lieen recently changed ; and^ having regard to the 
very helpless condition of many of these cases, the number of bedsores 
was not excessive. The imbecile men who were up and walking about 
were also cleaner and better looked after. 

On the female side, an improvement in the condition of the women 
was also apparent. They were tidier, and their heads were clean. At 
the same time, the practice of cutting the women's hair close to the 
skull, so as to save trouble, cannot meet with ap])roval. 

The bedridden cases on the female side appeared to receive proper 
attention ; the bed linen was fairly clean, though much marked by 
fleas. 


Employment. As regards employment, few of the men do anything. On the female 
side 10 women are engaged at needlework and 1 goes to the laundjy, 
whilst a few as.sist at house work. A greater number might, however, 
be industriously employed. It is difficult in such an institution to find 
suitable w'ork for the men ; the garden work only lasts for a short time, 
and most of the men areold and feeble. Perhaps it might be found possible 
to introduce some industry such as picking oakum or breaking stones. 
As regards the women, the Guardians liave erected a laundry almost at 
the door of the female ward, and an eflbrt should be made by the 
officials to employ in it a ntimberof the imbecile women who are able 
to work. In such an in.stitution all the washing for the lunatic wards 
should be done by the female inmates. 

It is impossible to visit the lunacy depai-tment of this workliouse 
without being convinced of the desire of the Guardians to do all in tlieir 
power to improve the condition of the insane inmates, and with this 
view various improvements have been carried out, or are in contem- 
plation. 

Improvements In accordance with the suggestion made in last report, (1) the floors 
of the water closets have been concreted ; (2) it is proj)Osed to improve 
the bathing arrangements ; (3) the attendant on the male side now gives 
his whole time to the care of the imbeciles. 

On my visit I was accompanied by the Master, who appears to take 
a great interest in the condition of the lunatic wards. 


11th August, 1898. 
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APPENDIX G. 


CIRCULARS AND PRIVY COUNCIL RULES. 


(l)CrRCULAR EMBODYING REVISED REGULATIONS FOR THE ADMINIS- 
TRATION OF THE Treasury Grant. 

Circular No. 59/98 — Miscellaneous. — Govt. No. 2888/98. 

Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Castle, 

15th Ffibruarv, 1898. 

Treasury Grant Regulations. 

Sib, — The following Rules for the future administration of the Treasury Treasury Grant 
Grant in aid of the maintenance of pauper lunatics in Irish District Regulations. 
Lunatic Asylums, by which a substantial advautage is secured for the 
asylums in the method of calculating fractions of a penny and fractions 
of a week, have been drawn up and are issued under the authority of 
the Irish Government, with the apj)roval of the Treasury : — 

(1.) The Capitation Grant in res])ect of inmates of District 
Lunatic Asylums shall in no case exceed the rate of is. per head 
per week. 

(2.) In making the calculations necessary under the following 
rules, fractions cf a penny less than one-half shall in every case be 
discarded, but fi’actious amounting to one-half or over shall be 
counted as a penny. 

Parts of a week shall be similarly dealt with, i.e., three days or 
less shall not be claimed for, but four days or over shall be claimed 
for as a whole week. 

(3.) The amount to be claimed from the Grant by A.«ylums shall 
be computed as follows : — 

(yl.) As regards pauper or non-paying patients : 

(a.) Ascertain the total collective number of days during 
which such pauper patients have been maintained throughout 
the year, 

(6.) Divide this number by 7, and so obtain the collective 
number of weeks. 

(c.) The proper rate per head, as provided for in Rules Nos. 

6 and 7, may be claimed in respect of the collective number of 
weeks. 

(P.) As regards partly paying patients : 

(a.) Ascei-tain the total number of days during which each 
such partly paying patient lias been maintained throughout 
the jieriod of residence. 

(b.) Divide this number by 7, and so obtain the number of 
weeks. 

(c.) The proper rate per head, as provided for in Rules Nos. 

1 and 8, may be claimed in respect of the number of weeks so 
ascertained in each case. 

(4.) The net cost per annum shall be ascertained by deducting from 
the total annual expenditm e all receipts from farm and garden produce, 
and other miscellaneous sources, but not those derived from Imperial 
and Local Funds, and from contributions on behalf of paying patients. 
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TreasuryGraut (5.) The average net cost per bead per week shall be determined by 
Kegulatious. dividing the net cost per annum thus ascertained by the daily average 
number of patients, fractions being treated on the principle prescribed 
for money calculations, and dividing the result by 52. 

(6.) Tn asylums where tlie average net cost is not less than 8s. per 
head per week, the full Capitation Grant of 4s. per week may be claimed 
in respect of the total collective number of weeks. 

(7.) In asylums where the average net cost falls short of 8s. per 
head per week, a Grant equivalent to half the net cost per head per 
week may be claimed in respect of the total collective number of weeks. 

(8.) Tlie amount to be claimed from the Grant in the case of any 
paying patient whose contribution falls short of the average net cost of 
maintenance shall be one-half of the difference between the average net 
cost of maintenance during the period of residence and the amount 
agreed to be contributed on behalf of such patient for the same ]»eriod, 
provided that such difference shall not be less than 4s. per week, and 
where the difference is less than 4s. no Government Grant is payable. 

(9.) The contribution on behalf of every paying patient shall be 
deemed to be the amount which such patient’s friends have undertaken 
to pay for his or her maintenance, and such amount shall be shown in 
the proper column of the Return, whether paid or remaining in arrear. 

(10.) The final sheet of the Return for each asylum shall bear 
a certificate, in the following terms, for signature by the Government 
Auditor : — 

“Having carefully examined the foregoing return, I certify 
that it has been prepared in strict accordance with the instruc- 
tions contained in the Government Circular of 15th February, 

1898, and that the District Lunatic Asylum 

is entitled to an amount of £ in respect of Capi- 

tation Grant for Lunatics maintained in tho Asylum during 
the year ended 31st December, 18 . 

Dated this day of 18 . 


Government Auditor. 

All claims, including those in respect of the year 1897, must be made 
out in conformity with the foregoing Rules ; and the Circulars of 1st 
September, 1890, and 1st March, 1895, and all other instructions on the 
subject, are hereby withdrawn. 

The annexed Form of Claim is to take the place of that prescribed by 
the Circular of the 12th January, 1876, and it is to be observed that in 
the case of non-paying patients, one entry only in columns (3) and (8), 
at the end of the list of such patients, will be necessary — but these columns 
will require to be filled up separately for each paying or partly paying 
patient. ‘ ^ 

We are, Sir, 

Yoifr obedient servants, 

George Plunkett O’Farrell, ) ^ r 

E. Maziere Courtenay, / Inspectors of Lunatics, 

The Resident Medical Superintendent, 

District Lunatic Asylum, 
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RnlYr^Aas^s! ™ COUNCIL OF 28 tH ApRIL, 1808, RESCINDING 

taot Medical Privy Council Rule LVII., dated 16th December, 1897, 

Officers. and substituting another in place thereof. 

By the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council in Ireland. 
Cadogan. 

Whbkeas the Lords Ju.stices and Privy Council in Ireland, by 
Order, beaiing date the 17t]i day of December, 1894, did establish 
certain Rules and Regulations for the good conduct and management of 
the several District Lunatic Asylums in Ireland : 

And whereas by another Order in Council, beaiing date the 16th day 
of December, 1897, Rule LVIL of said Rules and Regulations was 
rescinded and another, Rule LVIT., was made and substituted in the 
place thereof, whereby it was provided that candidates for the post of 
Assistant Medical Officer, in the case of males, must not be more than 
30 years old, and in the case of females, must not be more than 35 
years old : 

And whereas it is expedient that Rule LVIT. made by said Ordei in 
Council, bearing date the 16th day of December, 1897, of said Rules 
and Regulations should be rescinded, and tlie Rule liereinafter appearing 
substituted in place thereof : 

Now, We, the Lord Lieutenant-General and General Governor of 
Ireland, by and with the advice of the Privy Council in Ireland, and by 
virtue of the powers given unto XJs by the Statutes in that case made 
and provided, do hereby order and direct that the said Rule and Regu- 
lation LVII. be rescinded, and that the following Rule and Regulation 
be substituted in place thereof, and take effect on the day of the date, 
hereof, that is to say : — 

BVir. — Candidates for the post of Assistant Medical Officer must 
he unmarried, and must not be more than 32 years old. Every 
Assistant Medical Officer shall be legally qualified in Medicine 
and Surgery and Midwifery, and duly registered under the 
Medical Act, and shall devote his or her whole time to the duties 
of the office. He or she shall be responsible to the Resident 
Medical Superintendent for the performance of his or her duties. 
He or she shall examine all patients on admission, and shall draw 
up a report on their mental and ^diysical condition. He or she 
shall keep such books and registers, including a Case-book, for 
each sex, Casualty Record, Epileptic Record, and Ppst-raortem 
book, make such visits and generally perform such duties as the 
Resident Medical Superintendent may assign to iiim or her. In 
the absence of the Resident Medical Superintendent the Assist- 
ant Medical Officer, or, if more than one, the Senior shall act as 
Superintendent, and shall have control over the rest of tlie staff, 
in accordance with the directions he or she may receive from the 
Superintendent. 

Given at the Council Cliamber, Dublin Castle, 
the 28th day of April, 1898. 

Ashbourne, C. _ _ William O’Brien. 

William D. Andrews. 
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(3.) Circular to County Councils. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT (IRELAND) ACT, 1898. 
Provision and Management op Lunatic Asylums. 


Chief Secretary’s Office, 

Dublin Castle, 

IZth June, 1899. 

Sir, — ^In view of the change in the administration of District Asylums. 
Lunatic Asylums, which will result from the operation of the Local 
Government (Ireland) Act, 1898, I am directed by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant to set forth, for the information of the County Council and 
of the Committee of Management of the District Lunatic Asylum, 
the Sections and Sub-sections of the Act, which provide for the 
future government of these institutions. 

The following are the Sections and Sub-sections : — 

Section 9. — (1.) It shall be the duty of the council of every county 
to provide and maintain sufficient accommodation for the lunatic oA^unSic' 
poor in that comity in accordance with the Lunatic Asylum Acts, Asylums, 
and if it appears to the Lord Lieutenant that any council fail to 
perform such duty, he may order that comicil to remedy the failure 
within the time and in the manner (if any) specified in the order. 

(2.) The duties of the council imder this section shall be exercised 
through a committee appointed by them, and if the Lord Lieutenant 
fixes a number of the number so fixed ; and out of that committee 
a number not exceeding one-fourth may be persons not members of 
the council. 

(3.) There shall be transferred to the council, acting through that 
committee, the business of the governors and directors of the asylum 
under the Lunatic Asylum Acts, and the committee, subject to the 
general control of the council as respects finance, may act without 
Gieir acts being confirmed by the council. 

(4.) Plans or contracts for the purchase of land or buildings, or 
for the erection, restoration, or enlargement of buildings, shall not 
be earned into effect until approved by the Lord Lieutenant. 

(5.) The county council, through the said committee, shall pro- 
perly manage and maintain every lunatic asylum for their county ; 
and, subject to the provisions of this Act, may appoint and remove 
the officers of the asylum and regulate the expenditure; and the 
powers under the Lunatic Asylum Acts of the Lord Lieutenant or 
the inspectors of lunatics, as to those matters, and as to land and 
buildings, and as to the appointment of governors or directors, shall 
cease, and also the Board of Control for lunatic asylums shall be 
abolished. 
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(6.) The cotinty council, through ihe said committee, may, and if 
required by the Lord Lieutenant shall, malce regulations respecting 
the government and management of every lunatic asylum for their 
coimty, and the admission, detention, and discharge of lunatics, and 
the conditions as to payment and accommodation under ■which 
private patients may be admitted into and detained in the asylum, 
38 & 33 Tic., and the regulations when approved by the Lord Lieutenant with or 
tap bT. -mthout modifications shall have full effect, and shall have the same 
effect for tli© purposes of the fourth section of the Lunatic Asylums 
(Ireland) Act, 1875, as if made by the Lord Lieutenant and Privy 
Council. 

(7.) Where a district for a lunatic asylum comprises two or more' 
counties, this section shall apply with the uecessaiy modifications to 
those counties and to the councils thereof j and the expenses shall 
b© defrayed by the several counties in proportion to the number of 
lunatics from each county according to the average of the three local 
financial years which ended next before the last triennial election 
of county councillors; and the committee for the asylum shall be a 
joint committee of the councils of the counties, with a representation 
of each council (determined in case of dispute by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant) in the same proportion as that in which the expenses are 
defrayed. 

(8.) Where a county council fail or refuse to provide funds for any 
object approved by any such joint committee, the joint committee 
may, except where the majority of the county councils represented 
on such joint committee so fail or refuse, appeal to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, and the said county council shall comply with any order 
made by the Lord Lieutenant upon that appeal. 

(9.) Proceedings had or taken by any such joint committee shall 
be had or taken in the names of the said councils jointly, and pro 
ceedings had or taken against any such joint committee shall be had 
or taken against such councils jointly. 

Section 58. — (2.) Whereas by reason of this section certain grants 
heretofore made out of the Exchequer in aid of the rates will cease, 
the Lord Lieutenant shall Cciuse to be paid in respect of every local 
financial year, out of the Local Taxation (Ireland) Account, at such 
times and by such payments as he may direct, the following sums, 
namely, — 

(c.) to each county council who satisfy the Lord Lieutenant 
that they have fulfilled their duty with respect to accommoda- 
tion and buildings for lunatic poor, and that their lunatic 
asylum is well managed and in good order and condition, and 
the lunatics therein properly maintained and cared for, sums 
at the rate for ea-ch lunatic in the asylum for whom tlie not 
charge upon the council (after deducting any amount received 
by them for his maintenance from any source other than poor 
rate) is equal to or exceeds four shillings a week throughout the 
period of maintenance for which the sum is calculated, of one- 
half of such net charge, or foru’ shillings a week, whichever is 
least. 

(5.) If the amount paid under tliis Section to the Local Taxation 
(Ireland) Account is insufficient to meet the sums payable thereout 
under this Section, those sums shall be proportionately abated as 
directed by the Loi'd Lieutenant, but, if the amoimt exceeds the 
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sums so payable, the excess shall be accumulated and applied to 
meet any future deficiency, and subject thereto be applied in sucli 
manner as Parliament directs. 

Section 76. — ^(1.) The council for a county may, either by the Provision fur 
exercise of their powers under this Act, or by taking over for the 
pimpose any workhouse or other suitable building in possession of 
the guardians, provide an auxiliary lunatic asylum for the reception 
of chronic lunatics who, not being dangerous to themselves or others, 
are certified by the resident medical superintendent of an asyliun 
of such council not to require special care and treatment in a fully 
equipped lunatic asylum; and any such auxiliary lunatic asylum 
shall either be a separate asylum within the meaning of the Lunatic 
Asylum Acts, or if the Lord Lieutenant so directs, a department of 
such an asylum : 

Provided that the sum payable out of the Local Taxation (Ireland) 

Accoimt in respect of the net charge for any lunatic therein may 
be paid when the net charge equals or exceeds tluee shillings and 
sixpence a week, but that sum shall not exceed two shillings a week. 

(2.) The Local Government Board, on the application of a county 
council and after communication with the guardians concerned, may 
by amalgamating ruiions provide for placing a workhouse at the 
disposal of the council for the above pui'pose, and may dispose of the 
workhouse for that pui'pose. 

(3.) Where an auxiliai'}’- asylum is so provided for any county, ^ 39 
section nine of the Lunatic Asyliuns (Ireland) Act, 1875 (which Cup. G7. 
relates to sending lunatics to a workhouse), shall cease to apply as 
respects that county. 

(4.) This section shall apply with the necessary modifications to a 
lunatic asyliun district comprising two or more counties. 

Section 83. — (13.) Wliere a county surveyor, or any resident Oilkers. 
medical superintendent or assistant medical oflSicer of a lunatic 
a.sylum, is appointed by a county council after the passing of this 
Act, and at the time of such appointment held a like office in 
another county or lunatic asylum, he shall, upon ceasing to hold 
office, be entitled, for the purpose of the enactments relating to 
superannuation, to reckon any previous service as county surveyor 
or as officer of a lunatic a-sylum which he might have reckoned if 
his service had been under the appointing council or committee. 

Section 84. — (1.) Subject to the provisions hereinafter contained, OfTu-ers of 
the county council acting through their committee — tunn'io 

(a) shall appoint for each lunatic asylum a resident medical 
superintendent and at least one assistant mctlical officer; and 
(&) may appoint such other officers as they consider necessary 
for the performance of their duties in relation to lunatic 
asylums ; 

and every officer so appointed shall perform such duties and be paid 
such remuneration as the council may assign to him. 

(2.) Every resident medical superintendent shall be a registered 
medical pnictitioner of not less than seven years’ standing, and shall 
have served for not less than five years as a medical officer or assist- 
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ant medical officer in an asylum for the treatment of the insane, 
.and every assistant’ medical officer, shall be a registered medical 
practitioner. 

(3.) The Pauper .Lunatic Asylums fCreland) (Superannuation) 
Act, 1890, shall apply to every -officer of a lunatic asylum, save that 
all reference in that Act to the approval of the inspectors of lunatics 
or of the Lord Lieutenant shall be repealed. 

(.4.) The grant paid out of the Local Taxation (Ireland) Account 
for lunatics shall be deemed to be paid in respect of a part of the 
salary of any resident_ medical superintendent and assistant medical 
officer,- and any such superintendent or medical officer shall not be 
appointed or removed, nor shall his salary be fixed or altered, without 
the concurrence- of the Lord Lieutenant, and he shall have such 
qualifications (if any) as may be pi escribed. 

(5.) This section shall be without prejudice to the provisions of 
this Act respecting existing officers. 

Section 94. — (15.) Where any members of a joint committee or 
joint board are appointed by any county or district council, whether 
under this or any other Act or an Order in Council, and the council 
are elected triennially, the members appointed by such council who 
are in office at the date of any triennial election shall continue to 
be members of such joint committee or board until the day after the 
first meeting of the newly elected council, and the consideration 
of the appointment of such members shall be part of the 
business at the said meeting after the election of mayor or 
chairman. 

Section 104. — (1.) There shall apply to Ireland so much as the 
Lord Lieutenant by Order in Council declares applicable of the 
English and Scotch enactments specified in the Foui-tli Schedule to 
this Act, and the enactments amending the same, being enactments 
relating among other matters to — 

{f) transfer of property and expenses of county and district 
councils ; 

{g) account-s, audihs, and annual budget; 

(Jh) borrowing by county councils; 

(f) transfer of powers of Ti-easury in relation to borrowing, 
and to the acquisition and disposition of land by councils of 
boroughs ; 

(y) alteration of boundaries and adjustments of property and 
liabilities. 

(2.) An Order in Council under this section may — ■ 

(6) provide for the transfer to county councils of lunatic 
asylums and all property and liabilities connected therewith, 
and for the exception of any debt incurred (whether before or 
after the passing of this Act) on account of lunatic asylums 
from being reckoned in the limitation of amount imposed by 
any of the said enactments upon the borrowing by county 
councils, and for the joint committee of the counties comprised 
in a lunatic asylum district exercising jointly for the purpose 
of the lunatic asylum the powers of those councils relating to 
borrowing. 
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{Extracts from Order in Council dated ’l%\d Decemher, 1898.) 


SCHEDULE TO ORDER. 

Incorporation of County and District Councils. 

Article 13. — (2.) Where any enactment (whether relating to 
lunatic asylums or public works or other county prurposes, or* to 
grand juries), requires or authorises land to be conveyed or granted 
to, or any contract or agreement to be made in the- name of, tlie 
secretary of the grand jury, clerk of the peace, or any board, com- 
missioners, or other person, on behalf of a county or any part thereof, 
such land shall be conveyed or granted to, and such contract and 
agreement shall be made with, the council of the county concerned. 

Property and Expenses. 

Article 15. — (1.) On and after the appointed day all property of 
the grand jury of a county, or held by the secretary to the grand 
jury, or any justices or treasurer of a county, or board or commis- 
sioners, or otherwise for any public uses and purposes of a county 
or of any barony or other division thereof, shall pass to and vest 
in and be held in trust for the council of the county subject to all 
debts and liabilities affecting it, and shall be held by the county 
council for the same estate, interest, and purposes, and subject to 
the same covenants, conditions, and restrictions, for and subject to 
which that property is or would have been held if the Act had not 
passed, so far as those purposes are not modified by the Act. 

(2.) On and after the appointed day all debts and liabilities of the 
grand juiy, or of the secretary to the grand jury, or of any' justices, 
treasiuer, board, or commissioners, incun-ed for county purposes, 
shall become debts and liabilities of the county council, and shall, 
subject to the provisions of the Act, be defrayed by them out of 
the like property and fimds out of which they would have been 
defrayed if the Act had not j>assed. 

(5.) This article shall apply to property, debts, and liabilities in 
connexion with a lunatic asylum in like manner as if the property 
were held by commissioners for the public uses and purposes of a 
county, and the debts and liabilities were debts and liabilities of 
commissioners incurred for county purposes. 

(6.) Where the district of a lunatic asylum comprises two or more 
counties, the foregoing provisions of this Article shall apply with 
the necUsary modification to those counties and to the councils 
thereof, and the proi>erty, debts, and liabilities shall be the joint 
property, debts, and liabilities of those councils. 

Accounts, Audit, and Annual Budget. 

Article 19. — (1.) The accounts of the receipts and payments of 
county and district councils in respect of the poor rate or otherwise 
of their duties under tlie Act and of tlie committees and officers of 
those councils, shall be made up yearly to the thirty-first day of 
March (in this Order refen-ed to as the local financial year), or in 
the case of accounts which are required to be audited half-yearly, 
then half-yearly to the thirtieth day of September and the thirty- 
first day of March in each year, and in such form as the Local 
Government Board prescribe. 


L. G. Act, 
1888, s. 71) (3). 
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(2.) The accounts of all the receipts and payments of every county 
and district council, and their committees and officers, shall be 
audited by an auditor of poor law unions, and sections eleven to 
eighteen of the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1871, as amended 
by section six of the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1872, or any 
subsequent enactment (including the provisions of those sections 
which impose penalties or provide for the recovery of sums) shall 
apply accordingly, except that in the case of the accounts of receipts 
or payments in respect of the poor rate, or money raised by the poor 
rate, and of all receipts and payments of the council of a county 
at large and their committees and officers, the audit shall be half- 
yearly instead of yearly. 

Borrowing hij County Councils. 

Article 22. — (1.) The county council may from time to time, with 
the consent of the Local Government Board, borrow, on the security 
of the county fund, and of any revenues of the council, or on either 
such fund or revenues, or any part of the revenues, such sums as 
may be required for the following purposes, or any of them ; that is 
1888. s. 69(1) — 

to (9). ^ 

{a) for consolidating the debts of the county ; and 
(6) for purchasing any land or building any building which the 
council are authorised by any Act to purchase or build; and 
(c) for any permanent work or other thing which the county 
council are authorised to execute or do, and the cost of which 
ought, in the opinion of the Local Govemment Board, to be 
spread over a term of years ; and 
{d) fpr any purpose for which the county council are authorised 
by any Act to borrow or the cost of which the grand jury were 
authorised by any Act to spread over a period of years; 

(2.) Provided that. where the total debt of the county council, after 
deducting the amount of any sinking fund, and of any debt or capital 
liability incruTed on account of lunatic asylums , exceeds, or if the 
proposed loan is borrowed, will exceed the amount of one-tenth of the 
annual rateable value of the rateable propei*ty in the county, the 
proposed loan shall not be boiTowed, except where it is for the piu- 
pose of a lunatic asylum, or except in pursuance of a provisional 
order made by the Local Government Board and conlirmed by 
Parliament. 

(11.) A joint committee of the. councils of counties comprised in a 
limatic asylum district may, in accordance witli regulations of the 
Local Government Boai'd, exercise jointly for the, purpose of a lunatic 
asylum the powers of those councils relating to borrowing. 

Transitional Proceedings and Savings. 

Article 40. — (2.) The accounts of all receipts and expenditure 
before the appointed day shall be audited, and disallowances, sur- 
charges, and penalties recovered and enforced, and other conse- 
quential proce^ings had, in like manner as nearly as may be as if 
the Act had not passed but as soon as practicable after the appointed 
day ; and every authority, committee, or officer whose duty it is to 
make up any accounts, or to account for any portion of the receipts 
or expenditure in any account, shall, until the audit is completed, 


34 & 35 Vic., 
c. lOii. 

35 & 36 Vic., 
c. G!». 


Borrowing. 

Borrowing bj’’ 

Count}' 

Council. 

L. G. Act, 
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be deemed for the pui’pose of such audit to continue in office, and 
be bound to perform the same duties and render the same accounts 
and be subject to the same liabilities as before the appointed day. 

Article 42. — (1.) The governors or directors of an asylum for Transitory ' 
pauper lunatics holding office on the day fixed for the first election provi^i()ns as 
of county councillor's under the Act, shall continue to hold office until 
the expiration of one week after the county council have elected a 
committee for the like purpose, and no longer. 1 888. .s i i L 

(2.) Any committee elected by the county council shall come into (-), (4), 
office at the expiration of the said week, and shall be deemed to be 
a continuance of the said governors or directors. . 

(3.) Anything don© in pursuance of the enactments relating to 
pauper lunatics by the said governors or directors before the appoint- 
ment of any committee by tire county council shall have effect as 
if it had been done by the county council or by a committee elected 
by the county council. 

(4.) Where a lunatic asylum district comprises two or more 
counties, this Article shall apply in like manner as if the joint com- 
mittee appointed by coimcils of such counties were the committee 
above mentioned. 

Article 45. — (3.) All contracts or agreements which prior to the 
appointed day have been made by the secretary of the grand jury 
or any other grand juror or commissioners or otherwise, on behalf 
of a county or any barony or part of a county, including contracts 
or agreertients relating to lunatic asylums, shall have effect as if the 
council of that county had been named tlierein instead of the secre- 
tary, grand juror, or commissioner or other person acting on behalf 
of the county, and may be enforced by or against the coimty council 
accordingly. 

(4.) This, Article shall a-pply in the case of a committee of any 
authority in like manner as if the committee were such authority, 
and the committee of a county council were tliat council, and as if 
contracts and agreements by any such committee appointed by a 
grand jury were contracts or agreements on behalf of a county. 

Termination of extracts. 

Section 105. — The Lord Lieutenant by Order in Council may Order in 
make such adaptations of the Irish raactments specified in the Fifth Cowfil for 
Schedule to this Act, or of other enactments affected by this Act, 
as appear to him necessaay or expedient for carrying into effect this ^ 

Act or any Order in Council mad© thereunder; and for that pur- 
pose may modify the provisions in the Valuation Acts as to dates 
and mode of procedure, and as to levying a rate pending an appeal. 


(Extracts from Order in Council^ dated 30^/^ January, 1899.) 


The Grand Jury (Ireland) Act, 1836, 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 116. 

93. Whenever the Lord Lieutenant, by and with the advice of her i^epayirg 
Majesty’s Privy Council in Ireland, shall, under the provisions of the advances from 
Lunacy (Ireland) Act, 1821, or any Act amending the same, have Consolidated 
before the appointed day ordered and directed any sum or sums of er'ecting^aud 
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supporting 
any District 
Lunatic 
Asylum. 


Repayment of 
advances 
for Lunatic 
Asy'liims. 


Extent of Act, 
Short Titles, 
and Repeal. 


Additional 
members of 
first Lunatic 
Asylum 
Committee. 


money to be advanced, issued, and paid out of the growing produce 
of the Consolidated Fund arising in Ireland for the purpose of 
erecting and establishing, opening, carrying on, maintaining, or 
supporting any district lunatic asylum, the council of every county 
within the district in and for which such asylum shall be erected 
and established shall and they are hereby required (after any such 
asylum shall be fit for the reception of such lunatic poor) to resolve 
at any • quarterly meeting, without any proposal of a proposal com- 
mittee, that such sum or sums of money shall b© levied ofi such 
county as shall be necessary for the repayment of any sucli 
sum or sums so advanced, or any part thereof, at such times and in 
such proportions as shall be directed and ascertained by any Order 
or Orders to be made by such Lord Lieutenant in Council as afore- 
said. 

The County Dublin Grand Jury Act, 1844, 7 & 8 Vic., c. 106. 

29. Whenever the Lord Lieutenant, by and with the advice of her 
Majesty’s Privy Coimcil in Ireland, shall, under the provisions of the 
Lunacy (Ireland) Act, 1821, or any Act amending the same, have 
before the appointed day ordered and directed any sum or sums 
of money to be advanced, issued, and paid out of the growing , pro- 
duce of the Consolidated Fund arising in Ireland, for the purpose of 
erecting and establishing, opening, carrying on, enlai'ging, maintain- 
ing, or supporting, any asylum for the lunatic poor, the council 
of the said county shall and they, are hereby required (after any sucli 
asylum shall be fit for the reception of such limatic poor) to resolve 
at any I quarterly meeting, without any proposal of a proposal com- 
mittee, that such sum or sums of money shall be levied off such 
county at large as shall be necessary for the repayment of any such 
sum or sums so advanced, or any part thereof, at such times and 
in such, proportions as shall be directed and ascertained by any Order 
or Orders to be made by such Lord Lieutenant in Council as afore- 
said. 

(Termination of extracts.') 

Section 110. — (1.) This .Act shall extend to Ireland only, and may 
be cited as the Local Govemment (Ireland) Act, 1898. 

(2.) The enactments specified in the Sixth Schedule to, this Act 
are hereby repealed to the extent in the third column of that 
schedule mentioned. 

Provided that — 

(a.) any enactment or document refemng to any Act or 
enactment hereby repealed shall be construed to refer to tliis 
Act or to the corresponding enactments in this Act: 

(?;.) the existing rules of the Lord Lieutenant in Council 
under the Lunatic Asylum Acts shall continue in force in every 
coimty and lunatic asylum district until the first regulations 
under this Act in respect of that county or district come into 
force, and upon any such regulations coming into force, the 
said rules shall cease as respects that county or district. 

Section 113. — (2.) Tlie Lord Lieutenant may nominate persons to 
be additional members of the fii’st committee of a county council 
(including the council of a county borough), or joint committee of 
such county councils, for any lunatic asylum district, but the number 
shall not exceed one-foui'th of the whole number of the committee. 
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(4-) All additional councillors appointed or chosen under this Part 
of this Act, and the additional members of the first committee for a 
lunatic asylum district, shall retire from office in the third year after 
the election of the council upon which, or upon the committee of 
wliich, they are appointed or chosen to serve, and shall so retire 
on the day fixed by this Act for the ordinary day of retirement of 
the councillors of such council. 

Existing Officers. 

Section 115. — (1.) Where the business of any authority is trails- Provision for 
f en-ed by or in pui-suance of this Act to any county or district ‘“‘“os'* of 
council, the existing officers of, that authority employed in that busi- 
ness, and not in any other business of that authority, shall become 
the officers of the coimcil of that county or district in like manner, 
subject to the provisions of this section, as if they had been 
appointed by , that council ; and for the purpose of this 
section, any secretary of the grand jurj', county treasurer, 
county surveyor, assistant sm-veyor, coimty solicitor, public analyst 
for a county, and a high constable and collector or collector of a 
barony, and a deputy collector duly appointed under section one 
hundred and forty-eight, of the Grand Juries Act, 1836, and also 
any deputy of the county treasurer, or secretary of the grand jury, 
appointed with the approval of the Lord Lieutenant, w'ho has 
devoted his whole time to liis office, shall be deemed to be an officer 
of the grand juiy, and the existing officers of every lunatic asylum 
shall be deemed to be existing officers of the governors and directors 
of that asylum; and every existing officer of the grand jury of a 
county shall be transferred to the council of the county, and not to 
the council of any urban county district. 

(3.) For the purjrose of the enactments relating to superannuation, 
tlie service of any existing officer of any authority before the transfer 
to a county or district, council shall be reckoned as service under that 
council, and the service of any existing secretary as assistant or 
deputy secretary in the same county shall be reckoned as part of his 
service. 

(18.) Subject to the provisions of this Act, every existing officer 
transfeiTed under this section shall hold his office , by the same 
tenure and upon the same terms and conditions as heretofore, and 
while performing the same or analogous duties shall receive not less 
remuneration than heretofore ; and if, by reason of any alteration 
of boundary or other thing done by or in pursuance of this Act, 
his duties are increased or diminished, the officer shall be bound 
to perform , those duties, and shall receive such increase or diminu- 
tion of remuneration in proportion to the increase or diminution 
of his duties as the Local Government Board may determine, subject 
nevertheless in case of diminution to such compensation as is pro- 
vided by this Act; provided that any county or district council may, 
subject to tire approval of the Local Government Board, make a 
special agreement with any of such existing officers respecting the 
terms and condition* on which he may continue to hold his office, 
and the remuneration which he shall receive therefor. 

Section 118. — (1.) Every existing officer who is by this Act trans- Su )crannua 
ferred to any county or district council, or is an officer of any board tiZ’'a™ow?mcc 
of guardians, and would, if he were to retire on the appointed day, of existing; 
bo qualified for a superannuation allowance, shall, without prejudice 

T 
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to any existing right, when he resigns or ceases to hold his office 
for some cause other than misconduct, be entitled to receive a 
superannuation allowance on the scale and according to the Acts 
and rules relating to Her Majesty’s civil service. 

(2.) For the pui’pose of the provisions of this Part of this Act 
with respect to existing . officers, the expression “ qualified for supe- 
rannuation allowance ” shall mean qualified as regards age and length 
of service, and, except as respects a medical officer to whom the 
32 & 33 Vic., Medical Officers Superannuation Act (Ireland), 1869, applies, the 
Cap. 50. devotion of his whole time to the service. 


SCHEDULES. 


FIRST SCHEDULE. 

Acts referred to. 


Part II. — Lunatic Asylum Acts. 


Session and Chapter. 

Short Title. 

1 & 2 Geo. 4, c. 33, . 

The Lunacy (.Ireland) Act, 1821. 

7 Geo. 4,0.14, 

The Lunacy (Ireland) Act, 1826. 

11 Geo. 4, and 1 Will. 4, c. 22, 

The Richmond Lunatic Asylum Act, 1830. 

8 & 9 Viet. c. 107, 

The Central Oiiminal Lunatic Asylum (Ireland) Act. 1845. 

9 & 10 Viet. c. 115, . 

The Lunatic Asylums (.Ireland) Act. 1846. 

18 & 19 Viet. c. 109, . 
30 & 31 Viet. c. 118, . 

The Lunatic Asylums Repayment of Advances (Ireland) 
/ ct, 1855. 

The Lunacy (Ireland) Act, 1867. 

31 & 32 Viet. e. 97, . 

The Lunatic Asylums (Ire!aud) Accounts Audit Act, 18C8. 

38 & 39 Viet. c. 67. . 

The Lunatic Asylums (Ireland) Act, 1875. 

53 & 54 Viet. c. 31. . 

60 & Cl Viet. c. ssxTii, 

The Pauper Lunatic Asylums (Ireland) (Supeiannuation) 
Act, 1890. 

Richmond District Asylum Act, 1897. 


Sec. 106. 


FIFTH SCHEDULE. 


Irish Enactments Subject to Adaptation by Order in Council. 

Extract from Order in Council, dated 30th January, 1899. 

The Lunatic Asylum Acts. 
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SIXTH SCHEDULE. 


Sec. 110. 


Acts Repealed. 


Part V. —Lunatic AsyUtni Acts. 


Session and Chapter. 

Short Title. 

Esknt of Repeal. 

1 &2Geo. I,c.33, 

! 

The Lunacy (.Ireland) 
Act, 1821. 

Section one. 

Section two from “and that every such 
“asylum’’ to “Privy Council,” wheie those 
words lastly occur, and the rest of the 
section except so far as relates toci-lriets. 

Sections four to thiiieen so far os uure- 

7 Geo. 4, c. 14. 

The Lunacy (Ireland) 
Act, 1826. 

Section one from “ and that every’ suen 
.“asylum” where those words first occur 
to ■■ said recited Act” where those words 
last occur, and the rest of the section 
except so far as it authorises the Lord 
Lieutenant to alter asylum districts. 

11 Geo. 4, & 1 VTiU. 4, 
e. 22. 

The Hichmond Luna- 
tic Asylum Act, 
1830. 

Section two so far as it applies any enact- 
ments repealed by this Act. 

I Sections three and five. 

g & 9 Viet. c. 107, 

The Central Criminal 
Lunatic Asylum 
(Ireland) Act, 1845. 

Sections thirteen to sixteen, 

Section nineteen so far as it applies any 
enuctments repealed by this Act. 

Sections twenty to twenty-two. 

Section twenty-five frem “in the foims 
to the end of the section. 

The Schedules. 

18 & 19 Viet. c. 109, . 

The Lunatic Asylums 
Eepayment of Ad- 
vances (Ireland) 
Act, 1855. 

The whole Act. so far asunrepealed, except 
sections four and eight, and except so lar 
ns respects money expended or e.xpenses 
incurred before the passing of this Act. 

19 & 20 Viet. 0. 99, 

The Lunatic Asylums 
Superannuations 
(Ireland) Act, 1856. 

The whole Act, except so far as it relates to 
existing officers or peusiODs. 

30 & 31 Viet. c. 118, . 

The Lunacy (Ireland) 
Act, 1867. 

Sections two to five ; and sections one, six, 
and eight, except so far as they relate to 
existing officers or pensions. 

31 & 32 Viet. c. 97, 

The Lunatic Asylums 
(Ireland) Accounts 
Audit Act, 18G8. 

The whole Act so far as uniepealed. 

40 & 41 Viet. c. 27, 

The Public Works 
Leans (Ireland) 

Act, 1877. 

Section five, except as respects the repay- 
ment of a'lvances made before the com- 
mencement of this Act. 

41 & 42 Viet. c. 24, . 

The Lunatic Asylums 
Loans (Ireland) 

Act, 1878. 

The whole Act. 

63 & 54 Viet. c. 31. 

The Pauper Lunatic 
Asylums (Ireland) 
Surerrinoiialion 
Act, 1890. 

Section three from “within the meaning” 
down to “one hundred and eighteen,” 
and the words “ with the approval of the 
“inspectors of lunatics or one of them” 
and the words “or servant ’’wherever 
they occur in that section ; and section 
four. 


I am further directed to make the following observations with 
reference to those matters affecting the administration of District 
Lunatic Asylums which, under the above-recited Sections of jtlie 
Local Government Act and Applied Enactments, require the approval 
or concurrence of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 
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• Ssction. 9, Sub-section 4. — It will be convenient if plans or con- 

tracts, wliich require the approval of the Lord Lieutenant, be for- 
warded in duplicate to this Office. 

Section 9, Sub-section 5. — ^In -ill cases' in which works are in 
progress on the transfer of a District Lunatic Asylum to the Com- 
mittee of Management, every assistance and information at the 
disposal of the Government , will be afforded to the Committee of 
Management. 

It will not be necessary in future to submit superannuation cases 
for approval of the Inspectors of Lunatics or of the Lord Lieutenant 
in Council. 

Furthennore, the Maintenance Estimates and Abstracts of Account 
for Audit need not be submitted. 

Section 9, Sub-section 6. — The existing rules of the Lord 
Lieutenant in Council continue in force (Section 110, Sub-section 2 
fb ) ) until regulations be made by the Committee of Management. 
Any additions to, or alterations in, those Rules require the, approval 
of the Lord Lieutenant. 

It will be convenient if steps be taken within a reasonable time 
by the Committee of Management to consider the question of draw- 
ing 'up a code of regulations. 

Section 84, Sub-section 4. — The Resident Medical Superintendent 
and the Assistant Medical OfBcers are .the only officers whose 
appointment, removal, and scale of salary require the concurrence 
of the Lord Lieutenant. 


I am, Sir, 

Your . obedient Servant, 

D. HARREL. 


The Secretary 

Of the County Council. 


: Pfintetl for Her Majesty's Stationery Office, 
Au;x. TiJOM & Co. (Limited), 87, 88, & 89, Abbey-fctreet. 
The Queen’s Printing Office. 
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